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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
CTS 3/7/2005

LRB Number 05-0776/1 Introduction Number AB-47 Estimate Type  Original

Subject

Statute of limitations for first degree sexual assault

Assumptidns Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Current law provides limitation periods for most crimes, generally six years from the date a crime was
committed for a felony and three years for a misdemeanor. Certain homicide offenses have no limitation
period. Some serious crimes against children are exceptions to the general limitation period rule.

This bill removes the limitation period for prosecution of first-degree sexual assault and sexual assault of a
child who is less than 13 years of age if the limitations period has not yet expired.

This bill would allow some prosecutions to be brought that would be barred under current law. It is not
known how many offenses will be charged or how many more contested court proceedings will be required
because of the removal of the limitations periods.

The prosecutions allowed under this bill involve serious felony offenses. Felony proceedings generally
require additional court appearances and more court hearings than misdemeanors. Additional court
proceedings require judge, court reporter, court staff and juror time. These costs are borne by the state and
the county. An accurate estimate of the increased costs is impossible with existing data, but it is expected
that existing court staff would absorb it.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications



