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HERMAN HOLTZMAN (608) 274-5388
8530 Schroeder Road " Apt. 324
Madison, W1 83711 hoitzy?ﬁ@hnﬂnaﬂ com

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS
HEARING ON-AB 289, AJR22 & AJR 41

May 26, 2005

1 am Herman Holtzman, and | represent myself.

Regarding AB 289, | support the part of banning contributions but would like to expand the ban
to all the time the legislators are in office. Allowing contributions before and after legisiative
sessions ccuid resultin elther brzbes or pay-offs.

Legislators are ;nwaivad in creatmg legislation, ca-sponsermg bills, ccmductmg hearings,
studying bills, and: aﬁenng amendments before and after legislative floor sessions.
Csntnbut;ans ciurfng this penad csuid certamly affect iegaslai;cxn and shouid be banned

Regardmg AJR 22 -and AJR 41,1 suppert the concept but | think ;mpiementataon is most
difficult if not impossible. It means that any idea of faimess in elections is a minimum of six
years away. Redistricting with regard to only population shouid not be a problem. | would
volunteer to do it with my slide rule that [ got in 1946 from the VA while enrolled in Civil
Engineering at the University of Wisconsin under the Gi Bill. Political competitiveness and
racial diversity would be hard 10 achieve.

Even if these resolutions became law and there was an agreement on redistricting, elections
would still not be fair. | think that as long-as candidates have to depend on money to.get.
elected, they cannot be independent.. They have to'vote the party line, even if it is not for
the benefit of the people. If they don't, they could face a financially strong challenger in the
next primary and general election.

Of the six members on this committee, three faced no challenger in the primary and general
election, two faced no primary opposition but did have a challenger in the general efection.
One had a contested | pnmary for an open seat and only token opposition in the general
election.

In the 2004 Assembly election, 66 incumbents did not face a primary challenge, only 19
incumbents faced a primary challenge and 14 districts had chailengers for the open seats.

it is obvious the current system is not working and will not work after redistricting unless
there are competitive races in all districts. This can only be achieved by providing full public
funding now that will include one third of the funds for primary elections.

A comprehensive finance campaign reform Bill calling for full public funding will be
introduced in the near future. | hope you and your colleagues will support this Bill. Attached
is an information sheet providing reasons for supporting full public funding of elections



' THE CASE FOR FULL PUBLIC FINANCING

ONION HEADLINE
“YOTERS MAY HAVE TRIED TO INFLUENCE THE LAST ELECTION”
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-SENATOR BOB DOLE SAID,

“People who give money to campaigns expect more than good government™.
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STATE SENATOR MICHAEL ELLIS SAID,

“Public policy should be determined on merits”.
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JOHN NICHOLS 5SAID,

"Consider how powerful the media and communication lobbies are in Washington, D.C., as they
' resxtmely use ﬁae campatgn mntriimtmn sca!pel tﬁ remove palﬁ:m:ans backbones
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Eiﬁctmn cam;aaagﬂs should be méependant of special interests, fair for the candidates,
educational for the public, and simple to administrate.

REASONS FOR ‘-‘.GLEAN MONEY” REASONS AGAINST
Eliminates corruption and the appearance of corruption Taxpayers should not fimnce
Saves taxpayers many times the cost of public funding when the glections of candidates they

influence of money is eliminated from policymaking don’t support
Provides financial help to encourage. good candidates to participate
in the primary election Legislators don’t want reform
. Fliminates: depeﬁdﬁﬂce on special interests . _ _ that may. }eopardaze tiaeu‘
- “Eliminates fund raising and the. spanémg arms race - T elecﬁen L
‘Eliminates the need for spending money fo raise m{mey ' i
Eliminates the time and energy spent by the candidate and staff Certam reformers are willing to
for fundraisers accept partial corruption
Reduces the short radio and TV ads whxch arg’ cenduczve o
negative and dzstortmg mzages

Provides more time for candidate to study the issues, participate
in debates and forums and respend m quesuonnasres

Provides more free speech -

Encourages the public to attend pohmai meetings knowing
they won’t be asked to contribute to candidates

Encourages the public to learn about the issues since they
won’t be bombarded with misleading TV ads

Eliminates accounting for contributions and submitting reports

Eliminates auditing of contribution reports by Elections Board

Eliminates confusion over who, where or when contributions
may be made

Eliminates accumulation of war chests

Reduces public cynicism and engages people in the election process

Restores the public’s faith in the election process

Restores Wisconsin’s reputation for clean governiment

Revitalizes Democracy

IF THE ABOVE WAS A SCALE OF JUSTICE, WHICH REASONS WEIGH MORE?

Herman Holtzman
6530 Schroeder Road - Madison, W1 53711
274-5388



