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CHAPTER 5
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) 'T‘Od-TE: Zoga Wis. Aé:t 451, which made major r;}/isions to the eIFC_tipriawl?, dateswith equal votes may advance to the final election, the
including to apter 5, contains an extensive atory note explaining the i mi 0
changes, choiceshall S|m|_larly be made by dra_wmg lots. _
(c) The candidates may all those tied for the samefiok are
presentdraw for themselves. Upon refusal or absence of any of

SUBCHAPTERI the candidates, the board of canvassers shall appoint a competent
personto draw and upon the resultieclare and certify the winner
GENERAL PROVISIONS (d) If a question is submitted to the electors and an egunal

ber of votes are cast for and against adopttbe,question fails
5.01 Scope. (1) CONSTRUCTIONOF CHs.5 TO 12. Except as adoption.
otherwiseprovided, chs5 to 12 shall be construed to givefett (5) ELECTION OF GOVERNORAND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. (&)
to the will of the electors, if that can be ascertained from the pia every general election to choose the governor and the lieutenant
ceedingsnotwithstanding informality or failure to fully comply governor.each elector shall havesagle vote applicable to both

with some of their provisions. offices. The persons receiving the greatest number of legab
(2) GENERAL PROVISIONSOF ELECTION LAWS APPLY. Thegen  castjointly for them for governor and lieutenagavernor shall be
eral provisions of chs5 to 12 apply to all elections. declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and cer

(3) PLURALITY SHALLELECT. (&) Except as provided in péb), tify. .
in every election to choosy oficer, each elector has one vote (b) In case 2 or more slates have an equal and the highest num
for each dfice unless clearly indicated otherwise. The persdierof votes for governoand lieutenant governdhe 2 houses of
receivingthe greatest number of legal votes for tizefshall be thelegislature shall at the next annual session choose by joint bal

declaredelected, and the canvassers shall so determine and t&rone ofthe slates so having an equal and the highest number of
tify. votesfor governor and lieutenant governor

(b) In an election to fill a nonpartisan statéax, if no names History: 1979 c. 891983 a. 4841985a. 3041997 a. 271999 a. 156.672 1999
! a

ified he ball be declaréd;-
arecertified toappear on the ballot, no person may be declar€@ne supreme court has consistently constreledtion statutes as being directory
elected. in keeping with sub. (1) directive that election laws shall be construed to fgee ef

: 2 to the will of the electors. Lanserkoconis,62 Ws. 2d86, 214 N.W2d 425(1974).
(4) TIE VOTE. (a) If 2 or more candidates for the sanfecef hen 40% of registered voters were denied ballots in an election to remove a

receivethe greatest, but an equal number of votes, the winner sBalhty seat, the election was set aside even though the outcome probably was not
be chosen by lot in the presence of the board of canvabsaysd affsect;t(ii)McN?IIy v. T0||6f‘tnder 10|0 Ws. ﬁd 413030&21 lalu.\i\]IZd 11'4?(}]981)- | )

H hili H 7 H up. applies only a er an election has been agttithe wil otepeopemanl
with the responsibilityo determine the election, or in the case f ;g Giy of Chippewa Falls \own Of Hallie, 231 Ws. 2d 85604 N.W2d 300
an election for state or nationalfime or metropolitan sewerage (ct. App. 1999) 99-0832
commissionerif the commissioner is elected unde200.09 (1) Only substantiaviolations of the election law should operate to vacate an election.
(am), in the presencef the chairperson of the board or the chairgggr'ﬁf’g\}f'zgcl"g'g%()c_°1”7“8%3°ard of Canvassers, 2001 Wi App 280 Ws. 2d 43§

person’sdesignee.

(b) If, in a primary 2 or more candidates receive an equal b6t02 Definitions. In chs.5to12, unless the context requires
not the greatest number of votes so that only one of those-camdherwise:
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(1c) “Automatic tabulating equipment” meanapparatus committeesauthorized to operatender the same name. For-pur
which automatically examines and counts vaesrded on bal posesof ch.11, theterm does not include a legislative campaign
lots or voting machines and tabulates the results. committeeor a committee filing an oath under14.06 (7)

(1e) “Ballot” means a ballot label, sheet of paper or envelope (14) “Poll list” means the listvhich is compiled by election
on which votes are recorded. The term also includes a sheebfficials on election day showing the names and addresses of elec
card, filmstrip or other device listing or containing informationtors who actually cast votes in an election.
relativeto offices, candidates and referenda which is placed, pro (15) “polling place” means the actual location wherein the
jected or composed on the boamat screen inside a voting glector'svote is cast.
machine.

(1g) “Block” means an area which is the smallest geographic
area used by the U.S. bureau of the census for data collection an o -

stateor any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who, if he or she were a

tabulation. : ; . o >
(1s) “Board” means the elections board. ;égl%%ntof this state, would not be disqualified from voting under

(2) “County clerk” includes the executive director of the . « ; - " -
countyboard of election commissioners and their authorized r%h%t? ?L)lalilﬁgg?‘gp Zi%%ﬂ:g?:lbgﬁg orm cec)?lr}rir?ﬁr?(,l;g?cglz Qi)rty
resentatives. %b) or (2) :

(3) “Educationalofficer” means the state superintendent an (16s) “Referendum’means an election at which an advisory

school b?ard memb-e'rs;, . . validatingor ratifying question is submitted to the electorate.
(3m) “Electedofficial” means arindividual who is elected to “ . LT .
(17) “Registrationlist” means the list of electors whare

anational, state or local fife. properlyregistered to vote.

() St et ey sl iy et i) “Sapmberiay mesns v iyl e 21
dividedint d ¢ therwi g d)éms? 1) (b Tuesdayin September to nominate candidates to be voted for at
videdinto wards, except as otherwise provided Hh* () ®)  the general election, and to determine which candidates for state
_(4e) “Election official” meansan individual who is chged officesother than district attorney may participate in thisdah-
with any duties relating to the conduct of an election. sin election campaign fund.
(4m) “Electronic voting system” means a system in which (19 “Specialelection” means any electioather than those

votes are recorded on ballotend the votes are subsequentlyjescribed in subgb), (18), (21) and(22), to fill vacancies or to
countedandtabulated by automatic tabulating equipment. Theynducta referendum.

termalso includes a voting machioe which votes are recorded
andtabulated by electronic means.

(5) “General election” means the electioneld in even-

(16) “Primary” means a primary election.
6g) “Qualified circulator” means a qualified electortbfs

(20) “Special primary” means the primary held 4 weeks
beforethe special election except when the special election is held

i . onthe same day as the general electiorstiezial primary shall
numberedyears on the desday after the first Monday in Novem o b4 on the same day as the general primary or if the special

berto elect UnitedStates senators, representatives in Congreg, otionis heldconcurrently with the spring election, the primary
presidentiaklectors, state senators, representatives to the asSEM| be held concurrently with the spring primary

bly, district attorneys, statefafers other tharthe state superinten . : o
dentand judicial dficers, and county éiters other than supervi __ (209) “Specialpurpose district” means any local governmen
sorsand county executives. tal unit other than a county or municipality
(6) “Governing body” means the common council of a city _(20r) “Specialreferendum” means any referendum held at a
boardof supervisors of a town or board of trustees of a Vi”agegpemalelectlon which is not held concurrently with the elections
(7) “Judge”means a court of appeals judge or a judge of a Cgrescnbeidn s_ub.(5), (_18)'” (21) or (22). ) i
cuit court. (21) "Spring election” means the election held on the first
(8) “Justice” means a justice of the supreme court Tuesdayin April to electjudicial, educational and municipalfief

. S S cers,nonpartisan county fifers and sewerage commissioners.
_(8m) “Labor oganization” means any employeganization (22) “Spring primary” means the primary held on the 3rd
in which employees participate and which exists primarily for the pring primary primary

concerninggrievances, labor disputes, wages, hours or conditio - X - .
of employment, or the promotion and advancement of the prof@%r.sonto be the presidential candidate for each party in a year in
sionalor occupational standards and the welfarés members W ich electors for president and vice presidenttaree elected.
andfamilies and any ganization established for the same-pur (23) “Stateoffice” means the dices of governarlieutenant
posescomposed of individuals orfdfates of any such employee governorsecretary of state, state treasuaéiorney general, state

organization. superintendentjustice of the supreme couxtpurt of appeals
(9) “Local office” means any elective fie other than a state jUdge,circuit court judge, state senatstate representative to the
or national ofice. assemblyand district attorney
(10) “Municipal clerk” means the citglerk, town clerk, vit (24) “Statesuperintendent” means tetate superintendent of

lageclerk and the executive director of the city election commigublic instruction.
sion and their authorized representatives. Where applicable,(24g) “Voting device” means an apparatus other thaatmg
“municipal clerk” also includes the clerk of a school district. machinewhich the elector uses to record his or her votes on a bal
(11) “Municipality” means city town or village. lot.
(12) “National office” means theffices of president and vice ~ (24r) “Voting machine” means a machine which serveiin
presidenif theUnited States, U.S. senator and representativedh a voting booth and which mechanically or electronically

congress. recordsthe votes cast by electors, who depress levers or buttons
(12m) “Nickname” meansa familiar or shortened form of a locatednext to the choices listed on a ballot to cast their votes.
propername by which an individual is commonly known. (24w) “Voting system” means:

(13) “Political party” or “party” means a state committee-reg (a) The total combination of mechanical, electromechanical,
isteredunder s11.050manized exclusively for political purposesor electronic equipment, including the software, hardware, and
underwhose name candidateppear on a ballot at any electiondocumentationrequired to program, controdnd support the
andall county congressional, legislative, locaid other diliated equipmentthat isused to define ballots, to cast and count votes,
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to report or display election results, and to maintain and produce(d) Sue for injunctiveelief, a writ of mandamus or prohibition,
any audit trail information. or other such legal or equitable relief as may be appropoate
(b) The practicesind associated documentation for any of tHenforceany lawregulating the conduct of elections or election
following purposes: campaignsor ensure its propeadministration. No bond is

; : ; ; iredin h actions. Actions shall rought in circui r
1. To identify equipment components and versions of Su#ﬁ??heegouﬁ#; w?grg ;violcattic())nsoscgjrg%rbn?;g otccu(; cult court

components. ) _ - - )
2. To test the equipment during its development madhte (e) Delegate to its executive director the authority to issue a
nancé. subpoenainder par(b), apply for asearch warrant under péy),

N . commencen action under paid), intervene in amction or pre
3. To malnta_ln recorq§ of eq_mpment errors and defects. ceedingunder sub(9), issue an order unders06 exempt a poll
4. To determine specific equipment changes to be made afigj place from accessibility requirements unde5.85 (4) (a)
theinitial qualification of the equipment. exempt a municipality from the requirement to use voting
5. To make available any materials to an elector machinesor an electronic votingystem under s5.40 (5m)
(25) “Ward” means a town, village eity subdivision created approvean electronic data recording system for maintaipiold
for the convenience of the electors therein and to facilitate tligts under s6.79, or authorize nonappointment of an individual
division of such municipalities into electiafistricts of substan Whois nominated to serve as an electfficial under s7.30 (4)
tially equal population numbers along common boundarié®). subject to such limitations as the board deems appropriate.
observingthe community of interest of existing neighborhoods (f) Promulgate rules under c®27 applicable to aljurisdic-
andother settlements. tionsfor the purpose of interpreting or implementing the laws reg

History: 1971 c. 21;1971 c. 304s22, 29 (2) 1973 c. 280334 1975 ¢. 931977  ulatingthe conduct of elections or election campaigrsnsuring
c. 107,187,394, 1977 c. 427%s.3 to 14; 1977 c. 4491979 c. 3289, 221, 1979 c.  their proper administration.
260ss.1m, 73t0 75; 1979 c. 31, 328 1981 c. 4391 1983 a. 484s.5, 5¢, 124m prop " ) _—
128 1985 a. 3031985 a. 304s.1m, 2, 155 1987 a. 39%ks.1 to 1r, 66w; 1989 a31; (2) AupiTinG. In addition tathe facial examination of reports

1991 a. 51993 a. 140184; 1995 a. 16.2; 1995 a. 25.9145 (1) 1995 a. 2191997  gndstatements required underns.21 (13) the board shall cen

a.35 2001 a. 16109 2003 a. 24265 2005 a. 177451 ductan audit of reports and statements whichracgiired to be

filed with it to determine whether violations of chl have
occurred. The board may examine records relating to matters
%quiredto be treated in such reports and statements. The board
shall make oficial note in the file of a candidate, committee,

5.05 Elections board; powers and duties. (1) GENERAL
AUTHORITY. The elections board shall have the responsibility f
the administration of chs to 12 and other laws relating to elec

tionsand election campaigns. Pursuant to such responsiliity groupor individual under chl1 of any erroror other discrepancy

boardmay: . ) ) . ~which the board discovers and shall inform the person submitting
(a) Employan executive director outside the classified servigge report or statement.

andemploy legal counsel. The executive director shall serve as(3) INVESTIGATIONS. (a) The board shall upon complaint by

the chief elecu(_m dicer fo.r this ;tate. ) any person oon its own motion investigate violations of the elec
(b) In the dischaye of its duties and upon notice to the partyjons jaws and shall notify the district attorney of theoper

or parties being investigated, subpoena and bring befamyit county, the attorney general or the governor where appropriate

personin the state and require the production of any papers, bogkgiers. 11.60 (4)or 11.61 (2)of any facts within its knowledge

or other records relevant to an investigation. A circuit court M@y evidence in its possession which may be grotordsivil action
by order permit the inspection and copying of the accounts and gi&riminal prosecution.

depositor’'sand loan records at any financial institution as defined
in 5.705.01 (3)doing business in the state to obtain evidence {.B‘
any violation of ch.11 upon showing by the board of probabl«s}1e
causeto believe there is a violation and that such accounts

recordsmay have aubstantial relation to the violation. In the-dis
chargeof its duties, the board may cause the deposition 6f w

(b) In any case in which the board refers information relating
an apparent violation of thiection, the district attornegttor
general, or any special counsglpointed under 44.11 (2)
Ilrespond by report to the board with respect to any action
kenregarding such apparent violatiofihe report shall be trans
nesseso be taken in the manner prescribed for taking depositio itted o later than 40 days atfter the date of the referral. If the
in civil actions in circuit court H]%ttgr is not disposed of during such period, the board sha]l
. - . T ) .. receivea further report at the close of every 30—day period until
(c) Bring civil actions to require forfeitures for any violationne time of final disposition.
of ch.11under s11.6Q Forfeiture actions brought by the board
may concern only violations with respect to reports or statements
requiredby law to be filed with it, and other violations arisin
underelections for state fi€e or statewide referenda. The boar
may compromise and settle amywil action or potential action
broughtor authorized to be broughy it under ch11 which, in ) ]
the opinionof the board, constitutes a minor violation, a violation (5) BIENNIAL REPORT. Notwithstanding s15.04 (1) (d) the
causedby excusable neglect, or which for other good cau$@ardshall fileits biennial report required by that paragraph on or
shown,shouldnot in the public interest be prosecuted under subgforeJune 30 of each odd-numbered yeawering the bien
chapter. Notwithstanding s778.06 an action or proposed actionnium ending on the previous December 3The board may
authorizedunder this paragraph may be settled for such sumigglude any information compiled under 1.21 (7) in such
may be agreedbetween the parties. Any settlement made by ti@port.
boardshallbe in such amount as to deprive the alleged violator of (6) FORMAL OPINIONS. Any interested person may make writ
any benefit of his or her wrongdoing and may contain a penal cotenrequesto the board to issue a formal opinion with respect to
ponentto serve as @eterrent to future violations. In settlingthe persons authority or responsibilities under cBso12. The
actionsor proposed actions, the board shall treat comparable shoardshall within 15 days advise the person requesting an opinion
ationsin a comparable manner and shall assure that any settlemémgtheror not a formal opinion will be issued. If a fornaglinion
bearsa reasonable relationship to the severity of tfiense or will be issued, it shall be issued within 30 days of the request. No
allegedoffense. Forfeiture actions brought by the board shall personacting in good faith upon ®rmal opinion issued to the
broughtin the circuit court for the county wheretme violation is personby the board shall be subject to civil or criminal prosecu
allegedto occur tion for so acting, if the material facts are as stated in the opinion

(c) No investigation is required of any petition or complaint
ichis not verified. The board may summarily dismiss any-com
laint which it finds to be without merit.

(4) EmpLoYEES. All employees ofhe board shall be nonparti
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request. Nothing in this subsection requires the issuance of an(14) INFORMATION FROMCOUNTY AND MUNICIPAL CLERKS. The

opinion by the board, nor precludes it from issuargopinion or boardmay request information from county and municipal clerks

ruling in any other manner relatingto election administration, performance of electronie vot
(7) ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES. Theboard  INg systems and voting machines, and use of paper ballots-n elec

shallconduct regular information and training meetingsagious ~ tIONS.

locationsin the state for county and municipal clerks and other (15) REGISTRATION LIST. The board is responsible ftine

electionofficials. Administrative meetings shall be designed designand maintenancef the oficial registration list under s.

explainthe election laws and the forms and rulethefboard, to 6.36 The board shall require all municipalities to tse list in

promoteuniform procedureand to assure that clerks and otheeveryelection and may require any municipality to adhere te pro

officials are made aware of the integrity and importance of titeduresestablished by the board for proper maintenance of the

vote of each citizen. The board may conduct conferences relatlisg

to election laws, practice and procedure. The board mage&har History: 1973 c. 3341975 c. 8593, 199, 1977 c. 291977 c. 1965.131; 1977

personsaltending the administrativeeetings and conferencest 411214, 1576 5252 031970 - seica s toess 2ot 2,

for its costs incurred in conducting theeetings and conferences;_ 35, 265, 266 327 2005 a. 177

ata rate not exceeding the per capita cost incurred by the boardross Refeence: See also EIBd, W. adm. code.

; i Notice to the district attorneyattorney general, or governor is not a prerequisite
(9). STANDlN.G' The board has standmg to commence oHntet[) a civil forfeiture under sub. (1) (chotice pursuant to sub. (3) is required only as
venein an action or proceeding for the purpose of enforcing tBgecifiedby s. 1.60 (4) or 1.61 (2). State Elections BoarcHales 149 Ws. 2d 306
laws regulating the conduct of elections or election campaigns440N.W.2d 579(Ct. App. 1989).

i i ini i A party being investigated by the board is not entitled under sub. (1) (b) to attend
ensuring their proper administration. If the board d(:"‘leQa‘tefgndparticipate in all depositions conducteylthe board. Notice to the party being

authorityto the executivelirector under sul{1) (e)to act in itS  jnvestigatecinder sub. (1) (b) is limited to the boareixercise of its subpoena power

stead the executive director has standing to commence oFf intenddoes not relate in any way to the conduct of depositions the board may wish to
I : ; take. State ex rel. Block \Circuit Court for Dane Count2000 WI App 72234 W\is.
venein such an action or proceeding. _ 20183 610 N.W2d 213 00-0507
(10) STATE ELECTION ADMINISTRATION PLAN. With the assist

anceof the election administration council and approval of thg.055 Election assistance commission standards

joint committee on finance as provided in this subsection, theard. The executive director of the board shall, in consultation

boardshall adopt and modify as necessary a state plamérats  with the board, appoint an individual to represent this state as

the requirements of .B. 107-252to enableparticipation by this memberof the federal election assistance commission standards

statein federalfinancial assistance programs authorized undbbard. The executive director shall also conduct and supervise a

thatlaw. The board shall adopt the plan and any modificatiopgocessfor the selection of an electionfisfal by county and

only after publishing a class | notice under 885 or postingon  municipalclerks and boards of election commissioners to fepre

theInternet a statement describing the proposed plan or medifisentlocal election dfcials of this state as a member of the federal

tion and receiving public comment thereon. After approf/ttie electionassistance commission standards board. The executive

proposedplan or any modificatioof the plan by the board, thedirector shall ensurghat the members of the federal election

boardshallsubmit the proposed plan or modification to the joirdssistancecommission standards boardpresenting this state

committeeon finance for the approvalf the committee. The shall at no time be members of the same political patfypon

boardmay adopt the proposed plan or modification only if th@appointmenbr election of any new member of the federal election

committeeapproves the proposed plan or modification. assistanceommission standards board representing this state, the
(11) AIDS TO COUNTIESAND MUNICIPALITIES. From the appro exeCL_Jtive director s_haII trans_mit a notice of t_hat memiser

priationsunder s20.510 (1) (t)and(x), the board may provide appointmenbr election tdhe oficer or agency designated by fed

financial assistance to eligible counties and municipalities f&rallaw.

electionadministratiorcosts in accordance with the plan adopted History: 2003 a. 265

undersub.(10). As a condition precedent to receipt of assistance ) )

underthis subsection, the board shall enter into an agreement w956 _Matching program with secretary of transporta -

the county or municipality receiving the assistance specifying tHén. The executive director of the board shall enter into the

intendeduse of the assistanamd shall ensure compliance with@greementvith the secretary of transportation specified ursder

theterms of the agreement. Each agreement shall provide th&5f61(1) to match personally identifiable information on -

the federal government objects to the use of any assistanee ntéH registration list maintained by the board undér36 (1)with

eysprovided to the county or municipality under the agreemei€rsonallyidentifiable information maintained by tepartment

the county or municipality shall repay the amount of the assistarRietransportation.

providedto the board. History: 2003 a. 265

(12) VoTerEDUCATION. The board may conduct or prescrib 06 Compliance review; appeal. (1) Whenever any elec
requirementdor educational programs to inform electors abo I of a iurisdiction or districtserved by an election fifial
voting procedures, voting rights, and voting technologyhe I g] decisi h f hef'oif'gl he fail fth
boardshall conduct an educational program for the purpose _|gv|e:[st atta _;ahusmn ortettctlon 0 tttl or the fai qre? the
educatingelectors who cast paper ballots, ballots that are coun clal to act with respect to any matter concermaginations,

. > lificationsof candidates, voting qualifications, including resi
at a central counting location, and absentee ballots offtit ef dence,ward division and numbering, recall, ballot preparation,

castingexcess votes for a singlefioe. electionadministration or conduct @fections is contrary to law
(13) TOLL-FREE ELECTION INFORMATION EXCHANGE. (a) The o the oficial has abused the discretion vested in him or her by law
board shall maintainone or more toll-free telephone lines fokyith respect to any such mattéhe elector may file avritten
electorsto report possible votingaud and voting rights viola sworn complaint with the board requesting that tHeeiaf be
tions, to obtain general election information, and to aco®#ss-  requiredto conform his or her condutd the law be restrained
mationconcerning theiregistration status, current polling placgrom taking any action inconsistewith the law or be required to
|Ocati0ns, and Othel’ infOI’mation relevant to VOting in election%orrectany action ordecision inconsistent with the law or any
(b) The board may maintain a free access system under whatiuseof the discretion vested in him or her by la®the complaint
anelector who votes under&.96 or 6.97 may ascertain current shallset forth such facts as are within the knowledighe com
information concerning whether the elec®rvote has been plainant to show probable cause to believe that a violation of law
countedand, if the vote will not be counted, the reason that it wilir abuse of discretion has occurred or will occline complaint
not be counted. may be accompanied bgelevant supporting documents. The
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boardmay conduct a hearing on the matter in the manner pee061 Compliance with federal Help AmericaV ote Act.
scribedfor treatment of contested cases undeR2fif it believes (1) Wheneverany person believes that a violation @ferlll of
suchaction to be appropriate. P.L.107-252has occurred, is occurring, orpsoposed to occur
(2) No person who is authorized fite a complaint under sub. With respect to an election for nationdicé in this state, that per
(1)’ other than the attorney general ora district attom[ﬁy COMm son may f||e a ertten, Vel’lfled Complalnt W|th the board.
mencean action or proceeding to test the validity of any decision, (2) If the board receives motigan one complaint under sub.
actionor failure to act on the part of any electiofiaial with (1) relatingto the same subject maitére board may consolidate
respect to anynatter specified in sul§l) without first filing a the complaints for purposes of this section.
complaintunder sub(1), nor prior to disposition of the complaint  (3) A complainant under sull) or any of the complainants
by the board. A complaint is deemed disposed ihfifboard fails in a consolidated complaint under s(®). may request a hearing
to transmit an acknowledgment of receipt of the complaint withemdthe matter shall then be treated as a contested case under ch.
5 business days from the date of its receipt or if the board c@27, exceptthat the board shall make a final determination with
cludesits investigation without a formal decision. respecto the merits of the complaiand issue a decision within
(3) A complaint under this section shall be filed promptly s89 days of the time that the complaint or éagliestof any com
asnot to prejudice the rights of any other party no case may Plaintswas filed, unless the complainant, or each of any complain
acomplaint relating to nominations, qualifications of candidaté@§itswhose complaints are consolidated, consents to a specified
or ballot preparation be filed later than 10 days after the complaingerperiod.
antknew or should have known that a violation of law or abuse of (4) If the board finds the complaint to be without merit, it shall
discretionoccurred or was proposed to occur issuea decision dismissing the complaint. If the board finds that
(4) Theboard mayon its own motion, investigate and deterthe violation alleged in the complaint hascurred, is occurring,
minewhether any election fiial, with respect to any matter con OF iS proposed to occythe board shall order appropriate relief,
cerningnominations, qualifications of candidates, voting qualifiéXceptthat the board shall not issue any order under this subsec
cations,including residence, ward division and numbering, recal|on affecting the right of any person to hold an electieefor
ballot preparation, election administration or conduct of electiorffectingthe canvass of an election on or after the date of that elec
hasfailed to comply withthe law or abused the discretion vesteHOU-
in him or her by law or proposes to do so. History: 2003 a. 265

(5) Uponreceipt of a complaint under sifh), or upon its own
motion,the board may order any electiofficial to immediately
transferto its possession any origirdbcuments in the custody of
the official which the boardinds to be necessary and relevant t
permitreview of compliance with the laws concerning nomin

5.07 Action to compel compliance. Whenever a violation

of the laws regulating the conduct of elections or election cam

gaignsoccurs or is proposed to ocgtire attorney general or the
istrict attorney of the county where the violation occurs or is pro

i lificati f didat d divisi d beri osedto occur may sue for injunctive relief, a writ of mandamus
lons, qualitications or candidates, ward avision and numbering, o, qhipjtion, or other such legal or equitable relief as may be

recall or ballot preparation or the propadministration of such appropriateto compel compliance with the lawNo bond is
laws. _ o _ requiredin such actions.
(6) Theboard mayafter such investigation as it deems appro pistory: 1973 c. 3341983 a. 484.136m Stats. 1983 s. 5.07985 a. 304
priate,summarilydecide the matter before it and, by ordequire
any election oficial to conform his or her conduct to the Jaws.08 Petition for enforcement. Any elector mayile a ver:
restrainan oficial from taking any action inconsistent with thefied petition alleging such facts as are within his or her knowledge
law or require an dicial to correctany action or decision incen to indicate that an electionfisfial has failed or is failing to comply
sistentwith the law The board shall immediately transmit@py with any law regulating the conduct of elections or election-cam
of the order to the @tial. An order issued under thisibsection paignsor proposes to act in a manner inconsistent with such a law
is effective immediately or at such later time as may be specifiaddrequesting that an action be commenced for injunctive relief,
in the order awrit of mandamus or prohibition or other such legal or equitable
(7) The board may withdraywmodify or correct an order relief as may be appropriate to compel compliance wittaive
issuedunder sub(6) within a timely period if it finds such action The petition shall be filedvith the district attorney of the county
to be appropriate. wherethe violation or proposed action inconsistent with this €hap
(8) Any election oficial or complainant who is aggrieved byter occurs or is proposed tecur The district attorney may then

anorder issued under sui6) may appeal the decision of the boargommencehe action or dismiss the petition. If the district attor
to circuit court for the county where thefiofal conducts business N€Y declines to act upon the pefitionibthe district attorney fails
or the complainantesides no later than 30 days after issuance 2t upon the pefition within 15 days of the date of filing, the peti

the order Pendency of an appeal does sialy the dect of an :;O:etrhrg?églrﬁélenigrph% %%tt'.tc')%n with the attorney general, who
orderunless the court so orders. y on.

. . History: 1983 a. 484
(9) The court may not conduct a devo proceeding with Istory a

respectio any findings of fact or factual matters upon which th§'081 Petition for enforcement of voting rights. The
boardhas made a determination, or could have made a determiggorneygeneral shall accept a verified petitiam any person
tion if the parties had properly presented the disputed mattersy@qing failure to comply with section 2 of the federal voting
the board for its consideration. The court shall summarily heggnts act, 42 USC1973(a) and (b). The attorney general may
or modify the determination of the board, according due weigfifisdiction on behalf of any elector of this state whose rights
to the experience, technicedbmpetencend specialized knowl ynder42 USC 1973a) and (b) are violated.
edgeof the board, pursuant tbe applicable standards for review \jisiory. 1985 a, 312
of agency decisions under227.57 NOTE: This section, ceated by1985 Wis. Act 312 and s.1 of that act, entitled
f ; i ; “Legislative findings and intent”, first apply to alteration of district boundaries

. (10.) This section doesot apply to matters arising in connec made to reflect population changesidentified in the 1990 federal decennial cen
tion with a recount under 9.01 Sus.

History: 1983 a. 4841985 a. 183.57, 1985 a. 3041989 a. 192

Theplaintiff’s failure to comply with the method of review prescribed by this se§ 09 Certification of documents. Whenever the board
tion deprived the circuit court of jurisdiction to hear the plaitgibriginal action authorizedor required to make a certification of any document in

regardingelection irregularities. KuechmannhaCrosse School District;70 Ws. . -
2d 218 487 N.W2d 639(Ct. App. 1992). the custody of the board, and the authority to make the cettifica
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tion is lawfully delegated to the executive directbe executive resultsof the next decennial censuspafpulation unless adjusted
director may personally othrough an employee authorized byundersub.(2) (f) 4, (6) (a)or (7), or unless adjusted, asratter
the director affix his or her signature by means of a stammf statewide concern, in the enactment of legislatlistricts
machineimpressionyeproduction print or similar process. Thisunderarticle 1V, section 3, of the constitutiamn the basis of the

section does not apply to certificates of election. mostrecent decennial census of population.
History: 1977 c. 4271985 a. 304 (d) Every ward shall bavholly contained within a single
county.

5.10 Presidential electors. Although the names of the elec

torsdo not appear on the ballot and no reference is made to th (2) (a) Except as required by pét), no cityelecting its com

. X ; fiBn council at lage in which the total population is less than
gxg,fg ffc())rr ttrr]‘ggl;ec?gdrgrgf?ﬁg e’;cnzigggf?&ﬁﬁgpﬁiﬁ&gﬁoﬁll ,000,andno village or town in which the total population is less
than1,000 is required to be divided into wards under this section,

5 cost Under ch 1012 all ferences o the president) secoug anysuch iy wlage o town may divid fselnto s f
! g 9 P *creation of wards facilitates the administration of elections.

;)hr gi?r Fl)ergs'gg ntrggiggrl](t:%pé?:é?;gt' mean véseshem through No village or town located in a county having only one town is
pledged p : requiredto be divided into wards under this section.

History: 1973 c. 334.2; Stats. 1973 s. 5.10977 c. 261979 c. 89311 o : L
sty ¢ as S P77 e. 26 ¢ 89 (b) 1. In any city in which the population is at least 150,000,
5.15 Division of municipalities into wards. 1) (a) 1. eachward shall contain not less than 1,000 nor more than 4,000

Every city village, and town in thistate shall by its common inhabitants.

council or village or town board, respectivelpe divided into 2. In any city in which the population is at le88t000 but less
wardsas provided in this section, except as authorized in(8ub. than150,000, each ward shall contain fests than 800 nor more
The boundaries of the wards established under this section, #nan3,200 inhabitants.
the number assigned to each ward, are intended to feramnent 3. In any city village or town in which the population is at
aspossible, and to this end each ward shall when created confeést10,000 but iess than 39,000, each ward shall contain not less
a population at a conveniepbint within the applicable popula than600 nor more than 2,100 inhabitants.
tion range under sukR) (b), with due consideration for the known 4 | any city village or town in which the population is less

trendsof population increase or decrease within that part of thesn10,000, each ward shall contain not less than 300 nor more
municipality in which the ward is located. than1.000 inhabitants.

2. Once established, the boundaries of each ward shall remainy, 1) Every city electing the members of its common council
unchangedintil a further decennial federal census of populatigpym aidermanic districts shall assemble the blocks wholly or par
indicatesthat the population of a ward is then above or below thg)|, contained within the city into wards that will enable the cre

applicable population range or until the ward boundaries aig;qn of aldermanic districts that are substantially equal in pepula
requiredto be changed to permit creation of supervisory or ald )

manicdistricts of substantially equal population or to enhance the If th lati f 2 block ds th . |
participationof members of a racial éanguage minority group tj (Cf)or a vx?a?o? %Ltjh?alr\?v?s% s?pe(?i?ieg )i(r??ﬁisssugsgg?éwugfhegijogk
in the political process and their ability to elect representatlvesS all be constituted a ward by itself, except thettdipopulation

their choice. . . .of a block substantially exceeds the populatibproposed alder

3. If the population of a warllas increased above the maxi i districts in a city so that, if the block were to constitute an
mum of its population range or if the population of a ward Mugjermanic district, the populations of the aldermanic distiicts
bedecreased for a reason specifiedubd.2., the ward shall be e ity would not be substantially equal, the city shall divide the

?hivided iTt?. 20rfmore v(\j/ahrds (ijn compli:amg:el Wit?hsmb). (b). If fblockto permit assembly into wards that will enable creation of
epopulation or a ward has decreased below the minimum ol diy e rmanicdistricts that are substantially equal in population.

population range or if the population of a ward must be increase L : .
for a reason specified in sub, the ward shall, if possible, be (€M) Any division of blocks under this section shalltizsed
combinedwith an adjoining ward, or the underpopulated warf" the best evidence available. In this paragraph, “best evidence

and one adjoining ward shall be combined and together subHicludes,but s not limited to, the population of the block and other
videdinto 2 or more wards in compliance with s(@). informationreceived from the U.Sbureau of the census and such

- . - dataas number of housing units, utility connections and vehicle
(b) Except as authorized in sB) (a) within 60days after the : ; : !
receiptof a tentative supervisory district plan and written stat egistrationsor a special census conducted locafipr each ward

: ; : oestablished, the population estimsitall be correlated with the
mﬁm&;gﬁ%’/ ifsr(igqc ;?ee d C(t)# gggg?g ﬁ] ; fbfﬁf,h o(f:?ﬁgt?nhnn ivcvirg)lglri]tya results Qf the most recent federal .decennial census, so that thg total
shalladjust its wards abcording to thehedule shown in suf®). populationreported for all wards in the municipality agrees with

: : S A . thecensus results.

All territory contained within the municipalitand only the teryi L )
tory so contained, on August 1 following the year of the federal (d) Every municipality shaiinake a good faith fefrt to accom
decennialcensusshall be contained within a ward. Except ag'0datethe tentative plan submitted by the county or counties in
authorizedin sub.(2), each wardshall consist of whole blocks. Which it is located under £9.10 (2)(a) or (3) (b) 1, and shall
To suit the convenience of the voters residing therein each w&fdide itself into wards in such a manrteat will permit the cre
shall,as far as practicable, be kept compact and observe the c8fpn of county supervisory districts in accordance withgthpu
munity of interest ofexisting neighborhoods and other setti/ationrequirements for thplan specified in £9.10 (2) (ajpr (3)
ments. All territory within a wardshall be contiguous, except for(0) 1.
islandterritory as defined in sukR) (f) 3. Enactment oadoption (e) Notwithstanding patb), if territory is detached from a cjty
of a division ordinance or resolution requires tHeraftive vote village or town after adoption of a decennial ward plan, and the
of a majority of the members of the governing bhody remainingportion of the ward to which it was attached falls below

(c) The wards established by municipal governing bodiéde prescribed minimum populatidor the applicable range, the
underthis section otthe basis of the published results of each fe@emainingportion of the population may be constituted a ward by
eraldecennial census of population shall govern the adjuswhenttself.
supervisonyistricts under £9.10 (2) (apnd(3) (b) and of alder () Notwithstanding par(b), any city village or town may
manic districts under $2.08 (1)for the purpose of local electionsestablisha ward below the prescribed minimum population for the
beginning on January 1 of the 2nd year commencing after the yaaplicable rangashenever the proposed ward is established under
of the census until revised under this section on the basis of plae.(a), (d) or (e) or whenever the proposed ward contaiokely:
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1. That part of a city or village situated irtaunty other than which territory is attached or from which territory is detached,
the county in which the major part of the municipality is locatedvithout regard to théime provisions of sul{l) (b), may by ordi

2. That part of a cityvillage or town belonging to a schoolnanceor resolution, adjust the wards in that town, but no ward line
district other than thechool district to which the major part of theadjustmenmay cross the boundary of an assembly distitte
municipality belongs. town clerk shall transmit copiesf the ordinance or resolution

3. Island territory containing eesident population. In this Makingthe adjustment in compliance with s} (b). _
subdivision, “island territory” means territory surrounded by (8) Until divided, all elections are held in the established
water,or noncontiguous territory which is separated by the-terwards.

tory of another municipa”ty or by wateanr both, from the major History: 1971 c. 304s.3105,29 (2) 1977 c. 26418 427,449,1979 c. 2601981
C.4ss.2t010, 18; 1981 c. 3141983 a. 29192, 442, 1983 a. 484s.8¢, 174, 1983

partof the municipality to which it belongs. N 2,533 1985 a. 30481010, 12, 1987 a. 3911991 a. 5143 3151993 a. 2131995
4. New territory which becomes a part of a citiflage or a.201 1999 a. 1822005 a. 149312
town after the adoption of a decennial ward plan. City and county apportionment is discussed. ©ftyanesville vRock County

. i . 107Wis. 2d 187319 N.W2d 891(Ct. App. 1982).
(9) Ifablockis diected by an annexation or detachment which the court properly voided the cityplan and adopted the coursiylan, even

establishes municipal boundary that subdivides the block, th#oughthe county did not adopt the plan within 60 dayseafiving census data.
municipalitiesin which the block is contained shall incorporatrggg‘;)t}"’f La Crosse \City of La Crosse]08 Ws. 2d 560322 N.W2d 531(Ct. App.
only the portion of the block contained within their boundaries in
their ward plans. 5.18 Enforcement of division requirement. If any

(4) (a) The division ordinance or resolution shall number afhunicipality fails to comply with s5.15 the countyin which the
wardsin the municipality in whole numbers in consecutive qrdemunicipalityis located or any elector of the municipality may-sub
beginningwith the number one, shall designate the polling pla¢git to the circuit court for any county in which the municipality
for each ward, and shall describe tioeindaries of each ward con is located within 14 days from the expiration of the 60—day period
sistentwith the conventions set forth in4&003 The ordinance unders.5.15 (1) (b)a proposed plan for the division of the munici
or resolution shall be accompanied by a list of the block numbgality into wardsin compliance with this section. If the circuit
usedby the U.S. bureau of the census that are wholly or partly caourtfinds that thesxisting division of the municipality into wards
tainedwithin each ward, with any block numbers partly containgdils to comply with s5.15 it shall review the plan submitted by
within a ward identified, and a map of the municipality whickthe petitioner and after reasonable notice to the municipality may
illustratesthe revised ward boundaries. promulgatethe plan, or any other plan in compliance with.5

(b) Within 5 daysafter adoption or enactment of an ordinancesa temporary ward plan for the municipality to remain feaf
or resolution under this sectiothe municipal clerk shall transmit Until superseded by a ward plan adopted by the governing body in
onecopy of the ordinance or resolution to the county clerk of eagAmpliancewith s.5.15
countyin which the municipality is contained, accompanied by History: 1985 a. 304s.9, 11, 12
the list and map specified in pam). If the population othe
municipality exceed4.0,000,the municipal clerk shall furnis
onecopy to the legislative reference bureau at the siamee Each
copy shall identify the name of the municipality and the county
countiesin which it is located.

(5) Whena town isdivided into wards, the annual town meet
ing shall be held in a location authorized und&0s11 (3) (a)

(6) (a) Followingany municipality—wide special federal een
susof population, the governing body of thrunicipality in which
the special census was held mdyy ordinance or resolution,
adjustthe ward boundaries, but no ward ladjustment may cross
the boundary of an assembly district. The municipal clerk sh

transmitcopies of the ordinance or resolution in compliance Wivﬁaryand general election st 60 days before the election, and
SUbb(4)N(b)|' ter than 60 d bef h Septemb . for each other election at least 30 days before the election.
(b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and " ' =2 polling place shall be accessiblall individuals

generalelection, and no later than 30 days before each other eﬁ/ﬁh disabilities. The board shall ensure that the voting system

tion the governing ev‘;‘]r'é’s"{o?r:/yogr‘]‘énp',ﬂf’;gggfgg{li?gtéejsoi'r‘]g'ou_sedat each polling place will permit all individuals with disabil
acommon polling place. Whenever wards are so combined to vote without theneed for assistance and with the same
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilifedall oficial 0cgre€of privacy that isaccorded to nondisabled electors voting
h : : the same polling place. This paragraph does not apjaignyto

purposes.Except as otherwise authorized under this paragra dividual who is di lified from votina under&.03 (1
every municipality having a population of 35,000 or more shal vidualwho 1s disqualified from voling unders. (1) @
maintainseparate returns feach ward so combined. In munici _(P) In any jurisdictiorthat is subject to the requirement under
palities having a population of less than 35,000, the governi SC 1973aa-1e0 provide voting materials in any language
body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be maiftherthan English, the board shalhsure that the voting system
tainedonly for each group of combined wardsany election. usedat each polling placa that jurisdiction is in compliance with
Whenevera governing bodyrovides for common ballot boxes#2 USC 1973aa-1a
andballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be-main (d) No later than June 30 of each odd-numbered, year
tainedfor each separate ballot required undebs2and5.64at  boardshall submit aeport on impediments to voting faced by
the September primargnd general election. The municipal clerielderly and handicapped individuals to the appropragading
shalltransmit a copy of the resolutionttee county clerk of each committeeof the legislature under $3.172 (3) In preparing its
countyin which the municipality is contained. In municipalitiegeportunder this paragraph, the board shall consult with appropri
having a population of less than 35,000, the resolution shalle advocacy groups representing the elderly and handicapped
remainin effect for each election until modified or rescinded, opopulations.
until a new division is made under this section. (5) (a) Except as authorized in péb), all electors within a

(7) If a new town is createat if part of a town is annexed toward shall vote at the same polling place.
acity or village during a decennial period after the period for ward (b) The municipal clerk or board of election commissioners of
adjustmentaunder sub(1) (b), the town board o&ny town to amunicipality in which an elderly or handicapped electsides

h 5.25 Polling places. (1) All elections under ch&to12 shall
beheld at thepolling places provided in this section. The places
&hosershall be public buildings, unless the use of a public build
ing for this purpose is impracticable or the use afoapublic
building better serves the needslo¢ electorate, as determined by
the authority chaged with the responsibilitior establishing poll

ing places under suk2).

(2) In cities over 500,000 population, polling shall be at the
placesestablishedby the board of election commissioners. In all
othercities and irvillages and towns, polling shall be at the places
aﬁftablished)y the governing body

(3) Polling places shall be established for each Septeprber
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may reassign the elector to a polling place within the municipalityized political party or forcandidates of a recognized political

otherthan the polling place servitiige electoss residence in order party and independent candidates, the municipal clerk or board of

to permit the elector to utilize a polling place that is accessibleatectioncommissioners shall prominently post a sign in the form

elderly or handicapped individuals. prescribedby the board warning electors in substance that on any
(c) The electors of more than one ward in the same municipagllot with votes cast for candidates of more than one recognized
ity may vote at a single polling place. political partyor any ballot with votes cast for candidates of a rec
History: 1975 c. 2751977 c. 4271979 c. 891983 a. 5321985 a. 304332 1987  O0gnizedpolitical party and independent candidates, no votes cast
a.391 1989 a. 1921999 a. 1822003 a. 265 for any candidates for partisarfiog will be counted unless a pref

erencefor a party or for the independent candidé&esade. If the
electordesignates a preference, only votes cast for candidates of
that preference will be counted.

(c) At each polling place located in a municipality that is
rvedby more than onpolling place for an election, the munici
Pal clerk or board of election commissioners shall prominently

X osta map of the geographic area served by the polling place for
enc]osedtk? aslsure prlhv.?cy fOL.the ﬁlectlor ar;)d l?nyone IanLlIg‘u’:\telection. The posting shall clearly show the boundaries of the
assistingthe elector while marking the electoballot. ward or wards served by the polling place for that election.

(3) BaLLOT BOXES. Where the voting procedure makes it-Nec pistory: 1975 c. 85199, 1977 c. 4271979 c. 260311, 355 1981 c. 420; 1983
essarythere shall be a separate ballot faxeach form of ballot a.484 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a. 451

ateach polling place. There shall be a suitable lock and key for ) ) o _ o
each,and an opening no fger than is stitient to receive aingle  5.36 Notice of voting by individuals with disabilities.
ballot or a single folded ballot if the box is used for deposit diny individual with a disability mayotify a municipal clerk that
paperballots. If the electors of more than one ward use the sah®or she intends to vote at a polling place on election day and may
polling place, there shall be separate ballot boxes provided for tRguestthat aspecific type of accommodation be provided that
electorsof each ward, unless combined ballot boxes are auttwll facilitate his or her voting.
rizedin accordance with £.15 (6) (b) History: 2003 a. 265

(4) Lavout; orGaNizaTION. All voting booths and machines

shallbe placed apart from other activities in the polling place,wiS allgive every elector a reasonable opportunity to votafigr
their exteriors infull view of the election dicials. Only the give every pportunity 10 v

. . . : rsonfor anyoffice and on any proposition the elector is entitled
properelection dficials, persons observing the proceedings undPofevote on a)s/sure privacy to tﬁgelgctor so no one will know how
S.7.41, persons assisting voters unde682 (2)and electors theelector‘ is voting or has voted, preclude the electors from votin
receiving, preparing or depositintheir ballots or casting their 9 P 9

voteson the machines are permitted in the voting area. Exc% persons or propositions upon whitfey are not entitled to

whereassistance is authorized, only one eleata time is per eand from voting more thakr:_ oncet:ohthe sanfie@pr on thle ‘
mittedin a voting booth or machine. sameproposition. Voting machines shall be constructed to loc

5) A N I | be situat dsothey cannot be manipulated, tampeneth, or show the num
(5) AcTiviTiEs RESTRICTED. No polling place may be situatedye of otes registeretbr any candidate or proposition while vot
soas to interfere with or distract electiorfiofls from carrying

: . - > Y ing is in progress. The machines shall provide a method for elec
outtheir duties. The municipal clerk and election inspectors Sh(%Esto vote a straight party ticket, shall permit voting a split ticket

preventinterference with and distraction of electors at polling,4shall record each vote cast

plac6es.Po At h oolli | in th (2) When2 or more wards or aldermanic districts are joined
) (t )th STING RE?U'IREI';"EETS- éa)f | et‘i‘c polling place in hel o use a voting machine, undei5sl5 (6) (b) the machine shall
state.tne municipal clerk opoard or election COmmISSIONErs Shalye constrycted to allow the electors to votedbmominated can

post the following materials, positioned so that they M®/ iqatesand issues for their aldermanic district or ward, but for no
readily observed by electors entering the polling placeaiting other.

in line to vote: (3) For presidential electors orgevice shall be provided to

1. The relevant portions of the voting instructions in the ty, : ;
B notice for the election as specified i6.02 (3)and, for each R_fote for all of one partys electoral candidates at the same time.

referendunon the ballot, the text of the type C notice specified -E'gr?cﬂg\gtceeég?ﬁ:sei doepnptoasgg Sirc?adggi?é ;(r)ltthe names phttys
5.10.01 (2) (c) .

. . . (4) Voting machines may besed at primary elections when
an d%é)A(ir?tc;g;/ ?é)“}% e(le;:tl(ok;l Ersu?g?vgs)p(rrc;vgt)ad(\llr)ighl d?’()g)l) they comply with subs(1) and(2) and the following provisions:
togethemwith the appii g ble penalties ). ided il8.60 (1) All candidates’ nameentitled to appear on the ballots at the pri
ogetherw € applicable penallies proviaed IrLa. (1) mary shall appear on the machine; the elector cannot vote for can

2m. Generainformation prescribed by the board on federajjgatesof more than one partwhenever the restricticapplies,
laws relating to election fraud anuisrepresentation in federal 3ngan elector who votes for candidates of any party may not vote

5.35 Polling place requirements. (1) NATIONAL FLAG. On
election days, every polling place shall properly display th
nationalflag during all hours the polls are open.

(2) VotingBooTHS. Thereshall be one voting booth for everygq
200 electors who voted dhe last general election. The booth
shallhave a surface on which to write or work and béaently

37 Voting machine requirements. (1) Voting machines

elections. for independent candidates at the September primary; the elector
3. Two sample ballots prepared undeb£6 (2) may secretly select the party for which he or she wishes to vote,
4. The dateof the election and the hours during which ther the independent candidates in the case of the September pri

polling place is open. mary;the elector may vote for as many candidates for edicle of
4a. Instructions prescribed by the board for electors for whoaghe or she is lawfully entitled to vote fdiut no more.

proof of residence under 6.34is required under €.55 (2) (5) Polling places may have more than one voting machine.

4b. General informatioprescribed by the board concernin gilstorgyi 611%% C. 31%4‘5-29 (1) (2);1977 c. 107427, 1981 c. 3141983 a. 484
i i i i ; a. a.
voting rights undeapplicable state al‘_ld fe.deral laws, InC!Udlng th State action in presidential candidate selection. 1976 WLR 1269.
methodof redress for any alleged violations of those rights.

5. Any other voting information directed to be posted by th®40 Use of voting machines or systems. (1) Except as
board. permittedin sub.(3) or as required in subgl) to (6), the govern

(b) At each polling place in the state where a consolidated bisg body or board of election commissionef&very municipal
lot under s5.655is used or an electronic voting system is utilizedy with a population of 10,000 or more before July 1, 1995, or of
at a partisan primary election incorporatingpalot upon which 7,5000r more thereafter shall require the use of voting machines
electors may mark votes for candidates of ntbes one receg or electronic voting systemis every ward in the municipality at
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every election. Any other governing body or board of election (4) No stickers may be placed on a ballot by electiditiafs

commissionersnay adopt and purchase voting machines or eleexceptunder s7.37 (6) Any other stickers applidoly them shall

tronic voting systemgor use in any ward in the municipality atnot be counted.

any election. (5) Eachofficial ballot shall beprinted on paper of uniform
(2) Only voting machines complying with 5.37 or electronic  color. Different colors shall be used to distinguigiice and ref

voting systems approved unde5s91 may be used in an electionerendumballots and dierent colors may be used to distinguish

in this state. separateballots for diferent ofices. Sample ballots shétle
(3) Notwithstandingsub.(1), any municipality may elect to Printedon a diferent color paper than thefiofal ballots, and need

utilize paper ballots and voting booths instead of votiraghines NOthave the endorsement and certificate.
or an electronic voting system: (6) All candidates’ names for the samficef shall be placed,

: iR ; ; jectedor composed on the ballot in the same size, style and
(a) For any territory which is included in a portion of a congre§"0/€¢ . ,
sional district, legislative district, county supervisodjstrict, color of type. The style and sizd type shall conform substan

schooldistrict, technical college district, sewerage district or-sarfa!ly 10 the oficial ballot forms prescribed by the board under s.

tary district contained within the municipality for so long as th .08(1) (a) . . .
numberof electors residing in the territory does not exceed 100. (7) In partisan primary elections, all ballots shall beunt
(b) Whenever the municipality wecluded under .23 (2) form color and size, and the same type of paper shall be used for
from clearing the recorders am suficient number of voting all ballots. . - .
machineso serve the electors at the election. (8) Unlessotherwise specifically provided, the form of all-bal

(c) Whenever such action is authorized und@r5 (6) lots shall conform to the ballot forms prescribed by Hoard
. / unders.7.08 (1) (a)
(d) Whenever the municipal clerk or board of election €OM s 1979 ¢. 260311 1981 c. 3771983 a. 484.174 1985 a. 3041987 a.

missionergreassignsan elector to a polling place other than thegsz; 1999 a. 1822005 a. 92
oneserving the electés residence under5.25 (5) (b)

4) Notwithstandi b.(1 icipality which utili 5.52 Multi-candidate elections. If more than one individ
(4) Nowithstandingsub. (1), a municipality which utilizes alis to be elected to the saméicd from the same jurisdiction

voting machines at a polling place shall not utilize a voting®™ > -~ ;
machineto receive the ballot of an elector who receives assistafiglistrict, the ballot shall provide at the top of the column or to
theright of the row for that dite: “Vote for not more than .... can

und4.ers.6.82 (1) (a)or whose vote is challenged underg82to didates.”.

6.9 .
(5) A municipality which utilizes voting machinesa polling History: 1985 . 304

placeshall not utilize the machines to receive the vote of an elecid53  voting machine ballots. (1) Voting machineballots
who declares to the chief inspector that, due to physlisability,  shallbe placed, projected or composed on a board or screen inside
theelector is unable to depress a button or lever on a machinghe machine, under §.64and may be arranged in either columns
(5m) Notwithstandingsub. (1), the governing body of a orrows. The type face shall be easy to read, and the type size may
municipality which uses voting machines or an electronic votinge no smaller than 8 point.
systemmay petition the board for permission to use paper ballots (2) Where separate ballots are provided,ftiie names or
andvoting booths for a specific election, and the board may grajilestionsshall be placed in separate columns or rows upon the
sucha request. machinesso they areoted on separatelgxcept as otherwise pro
(6) A municipality which utilizes voting machines or an elecvided for referenda under 5.64 (2) (c)
tronic voting system at a polling place may permse of the  History: 1979 c. 260311, 1981 c. 37%s.4, 5; 1999 a. 182

machinesor system by electors voting unde6és.5only asauthe ) .
rizedunder s6.15 (3) 5.54 Notice to electors. Every ballot, except a voting

achineballot, shall bear substantially the following information

(7) Whenevera municipality adopts and purchases VOtinB;%the face: “NbTICE To ELECTORS: This ballot may be invalid
machinesor an electronic voting system, or adopts and purcha unilessinitialed by 2 election inspectors. If castaasabsentee bal

a different type of voting machine or electronic votisgstem P o
from the type it was previously using, tmeunicipal clerk or ll?t; EH;E?"N must bear the initials of the municigierk or dep

executivedirector of the municipal board of electioommission History: 1977 ¢ 4271970 . 260311; 1983 a. 484,172 (3) 10854, 3041989
ersshall promptly notify the county clerk or executive director of lg',z .4 16104 ' ' 488,172 (3) :
the county board of election commissioners and the executive

directorof the elections board in writing. 5.55 Information. On everyballot, except a voting machine
History: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1973 c. 12,1977 c. 4271979 c. 235311, 355  ballot, shall be printed “Gicial .... Ballot” or “Official .... Ballot
1983 a. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 1921993 a. 3992003 a. 265 for ....” followed by the designation of the polling place for which

theballot has been prepared, the date of the election, andithe of
cial endorsemerdnd blank certificates. The number of the ward
or wards or aldermanidistrict, if any and the name of the munici
pality may be omitted in printing argtamped or written on the
BALLOT FORM ballotsat any location which is clearly visible at the option of the
county clerk. Printed information and initials shall appear on the

5.51 General provisions. (1) The type face used on all Packand outside of the ballot.
paperballots shall be easy to read. History: 1985 a. 3041997 a. 2501999 a. 1822001 a. 162003 a. 265

(2) Thepaper used for ballots shall be 35 pounds per ream #356  Multiple columns and rows.  Whenevethe number of
sheets 24 inches by 36 inches. If dedént size sheet is used, the;andidategor any ofice requires the use afiore than one row or
w_elghtper ream;h_all be proportloned accordinghut shall meet columnon a voting machine or whenever thféicial or agency
this standard. This subsection does not apply to ballots used Wilyingthe responsibilityo determine ballot positions determines
electronicvoting systems. thatthe number of candidates for afia# requires the use of more

(3) All paper ballots shall be of $iafent width and length to thanone column on a ballot, thafficial or agency having such
providespace for alinatter required to be printed on them. Excepesponsibilityshall require that the rows or columns be rotated in
on ballots usedvith electronic voting systems, all ballot columnsucha manner thatll rows are positioned on top, or all columns
shallbe separated by lines at least one—eighth inch in width. arepositioned to the left, in an equal number of wardslection

SUBCHAPTERII

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.37
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.91
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.40(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/7.23(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/7.15(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.25(5)(b)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.40(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/6.82(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/6.92
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/6.94
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.40(1)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/6.15
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/6.15(3)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1971/304,%20s.%2029
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/112
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/235
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/355
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1993/399
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/7.37(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/7.08(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/7.08(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%20174
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/391
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/182
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2005/92
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.64
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2005/5.64(2)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/311
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377,%20s.%204
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/377,%20s.%205
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/182
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/427
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/260
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1983/484,%20s.%20172
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/192
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/104
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1985/304
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/250
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/182
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2001/16
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2003/265

5.56 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOT/pdated 05-06Wis. Stats. Database 10
FORM

districts. If the number of wards and election districts in whicBuperintendentjustice, court of appeals judge and circuit court
voting for an ofice is conducted is not equaltijvisible, the posi judgeshall be determined by the board in the manner specified in
tion of the rows or columns in the remaining wards or election ds.5.60 (1) (b) Arrangement of the names of candidatesfomty
tricts shall be determined by thefiofal or agency by the drawing executive and county supervisor shall be determined tivy

of lots. The number of columns or rows shall be determintigt at county clerk or by the executive director of the county board of
sametime that the positions of the candidateaimes are deter electioncommissionerin the manner specified ins.60 (1) (b)

minedfor each primary and election. (2m) METROPOLITAN SEWERAGE COMMISSION. Except as
History: 1981 c. 37&.5. authorizedn s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot for members
) ) ) of the metropolitan sewerage commission if commissioasss
5.58 Spring primary ballots. (1a) GENERALLY. Atspring electedunder s200.09 (1) (am) with candidates for dirent
primary elections the ballotsnder subsg(1b)to(2r), when neces seatdlisted in separate columns or rows if more than one seat is
sary, shall be provided for each ward, except as authorized incgntestedat any election. Arrangement of the names on the ballot
5.655 Except aprovided under sul§2r), only nonpartisan can shallbe determined by the board.

didatesnominated for dice by nomination papers shall have their (2r) BALLOTS FORPRESIDENTIALVOTE. (am) Except as autho

namesplaced on the itial spring primary ballot under the \j;eqin s 5,655 there shall be a separate ballot for eaiog
proper office designation, but the ballots shall allow room fopi;eqpolitical party filing a certificationinder s8.12 (1) listing
write—in candidates. the names ofall potential candidates of that party determined
(1b) MUNICIPAL; COUNTY SUPERVISORBALLOTS. (am) There unders.8.12and afording, in additionan opportunity to the voter
shall be separate ballots for municipal and couptymaries, to nominate another potential candidate by write—in vote or to vote
exceptas authorized in $.655 for an uninstructed delegatido the party convention. The order
(om) For all cities the dicial spring primary ballot shall be of presidential candidates on the ballot shalletermined by lot
arranged by the municipal clerk, using the same method as thyor under the supervision of the board. Each voter shall be given
usedby the board under 5.60 (1) (b) the ballots ofll the parties participating in the presidential prefer

(cm) Towns and villages holding a primary undeB§5shall ~€ncevote, but may vote on one ballot anly
arrangethe ballot in accordance with the form prescribed by the (bm) Except as authorized in5.655 a separate ballot shall
boardunder s7.08 (1) (a) which shall be the same form as-{robe provided for use in each voting district.
vided in s.5.60 (5)and(6), insofar as possible. (c) The official ballots for the presidential preference vote
(1c) MunicipAL JuDGE. There shall be a separate ballot foshall be securely fastened together at the bottom. The party
municipaljudges if they are elected unde755.01 (4) except as receivingthe greatest number of votes for governor at the preced
authorizedin s.5.655 Arrangement ofhe names on the balloting election shall have its ticket placed on top and the remaining
shallbe determined by the county clerk or the executive directoarty ballots shall follow in the same mannéek facsimile ballot
of the county board of election commissioners of the county hawticeshall be published as provided ir§.02
ing the lagestportionof the population in the jurisdiction served  (3) NaMES oN SPRING BALLOT. Only 2 candidates for state
by the judge. superintendentor any judicial ofice, for any elected seat on a
(1g) ScHooLDisTRICT. (a) There shall be a separate ballot fometropolitansewerage commission or town sanitary district-com
schooldistrict oficers when saequired, except as authorized inmission,in counties having a population of 500,000 or more only
s.5.655 2 candidates for member of the board of supervisors within each

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the $8g#fict, in counties having a population of less than 500,000 only
of the member elected at-gr to the board of school directors? candidates for eagnember of the county board of supervisors
shall be placedn the oficial city primary ballot and, except asfrom each district or numbered seat or only 4 candidatezaftr
authorizedin s.5.655 there shall be a separate ballot giving thé members of the county board of supervisors from each district
names of the candidates for any seat to be folethe board of Whenever2 supervisors are elected to unnumbesesats from the
schooldirectors from any election district. All names of candisamedistrict, in 1st class cities only 2 candidates for any ajelar

columnsor rows on the ballot. to the board of school directors, in school districts electing school

(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats sﬂgﬂr:td T;in;?fjrigt:i%tnr:mrbeireenci astﬁ)its’l :r: %%rlsuzagéﬁc()) ;nbggrr:jo(r:g?]n
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive direci%?lE P P p'an, only

of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Ig édatesfor ea(;:_g numbered seabt or lthhlg eaCht?'St”C}' arr]ld twnr:]e |
not later than the 2nduesday in Januargr the next daif the first asmany candidates as are to be elected members of other schoo

. ; g boardsor other elective diters receiving the highest number of
Tuesdayis a holiday The method of determiningrrangement . : X ;
shallbe the same as provided irbs50 (1) (b) Suficient space v?tes_at the Lllrln;a_ry shall behno”mlnees fc;]rt ke f‘t the spring
shall be provided on the ballot for write=in candidates. election. Only their names shall appear the dficial spring bal

lot.

(1r) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. There shall be & . 1971 ¢ 30456108, 20 (2) 1973 c. 134243 1973 c. 336,57 (2) 1973
sgpa_rateballqt fqr members of the town sanitary district commis;. 34q 1975 c. 931977 c. 187272, 445, 449, 1979 c. 32221, 260, 1981 c. 20377
sionif commissioners are elected unde60.74and the bound 1982?;&247184 %333138333.332;83513533-35%9(356) 12955518929225{31928? 9a9 304

: P : f .27, 27m, ;) a. ) a. a. a. .2, a.
ariesof the district are not coterminous with one or more toWnS; <7451} 1005 a. 201219 1997 a. 351999 & 156,672 1999 2. 1822003
exceptas authorized in £.655 Candidategor different seats a. 24ss.3, 4; 2005 a. 149
shallbe listed in separate columns or rows if more than one seat
is contested in any election. Arrangementhefnames on the bal 5.60 Spring election ballots. At spring elections all of the
lot shall be determined by the town clerk of the town whose bodaflowing ballots, when necessarghall beprovided for each

of supervisors directs the electionttie same manner as providedvard, except as authorized ins655

in s.5.60 (1) (b) (1) STATE SUPERINTENDENT; JUDICIARY; COUNTY EXECUTIVE
(2) STATE SUPERINTENDENTOFPUBLIC INSTRUCTION;JUDICIARY; ~ AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS.(ag) There shall bene separate ballot
COUNTY EXECUTIVE; AND COUNTY SUPERVISORS. There shall be one for state superintendent, judiciaffioérs, county executiveand
separateballot for state superintendent, judiciafioérs, county county supervisgrexcept as authorized ins655 For county
executiveunder s59.17and county supervisoexcept as autho supervisorthe ballot shall be prepared in accordance with.58.
rizedin s.5.655 In counties having a populatiaf 500,000 or (2) and59.10 (3) Arrangement ofhe names of candidates for
more,the ballot also shall include thosdioés under s8.11 (2) countyexecutive, county supervis@nd municipal judge, if the
and (2m). The arrangement of names of candidates for stajiedgeis elected under §55.01 (4) shall be determined by the
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countyclerk or the executive director of the couhtyard of elec (ar) The ofices to be filled shall be arranged on thigcadl bal
tion commissioners determining ballot arrangement undeb8. ot in the order they are named in the statutes creating them. The
(1c), in the manner prescribed in pf). namesof the candidates shall be arranged by usingstme

(ar) The names of candidates for the sanfeefshall be Methodas that used by the board undab.(1) (b). Suficient
placedin the same column. No party designation may appear gpaceshall be left under eachfiwl for write-in candidates.
theofficial ballot. Unless n@andidate is certified to appear on the (b) Only persons nominated undeB95 shall be placed on
ballot for a state dice, a space shall be provided on the bdtiot theofficial ballots. If no nominations are made, the spaces for this
electorsto write in the name of a person &ach dice, regardless office shall be left blank.
of whether there is a primary for thaficé. (6) Town. (a) Except as authorized inss655 there shall be

(b) The board shall certify the candidates’ namesdmsijnate a separate ballot giving the names of all candidates for elective
theofficial ballot arrangement for candidaties state superinten town offices in the form prescribdaly the board under .08 (1)
dent,justice,court of appeals judge, circuit judge and, if commiqa). There shall be 2 ballot forms. One ballot form shall be used
sionersare elected under 200.09 (1) (am) the metropolitan for the election of supervisors to nhumbered seats and one ballot
sewerageeommission. The arrangement of names of all eandorm shallbe used for the election of supervisors to unnumbered
dateson the ballotwhose nomination papers are filed with theeats.On the ballot used for the election of supervisors to urnum
boardshall be determined by the board by the drawing of lots nm¢redseats, all supervisor candidates shall be listed together and
laterthan the 2nd Tlesday in Januargr the next day if the first thevoting instructions shall state 6té for not more than.[insert
Tuesdayis a holiday Whenever a primary is held for arfioé, numberof supervisors to be elected] candidates”. All towns shall
a 2nd drawing of all candidates for thaficé shall be held by or electtheir supervisors to unnumbered seats unless the annual town
underthe supervision of the board not later than the 3rd day foheetingadopts a plan to elect supervisors to numbered seats. The
lowing the completion of th@rimary canvass to determine thenamesof candidates for town fi€e shall be arranged by using the
arrangementf candidates on the election ballot. samemethod as thatsed by the board under s(b). (b). A space

(c) When 2 or more judges of the same courtaiee elected, shallbe provided under eactfioE on the ballot for a write—in can
the official ballot shall contain the names of all candidates, shalldate.
statethe number of judges to be elected and the number of-candi(b) Only the names of individuals nominated und&:@5may
datesfor whom each elector may vote. Each candidacy shall shbeplaced on the &tial ballot. If no nominations for an fite are

the branch being filled. made the space for that fafe shall be left blank.

(2) MuniciPAL JUDGE. If the election is undes. 755.01 (4) (6m) TOWN SANITARY DISTRICT COMMISSION. Except as autho
thereshall be a separate ballot listing the names of all of the-caniizedin s.5.655 a separate ballot shall list the names of all candi
datesexcept as authorized ins655 datesfor town sanitarydistrict commission seats, if commission

(3) CiTv. (ag) Except as authorized irbs655 there shall be ersare eleqted und_er60.74and the_ boundaries of the district are
aseparate ballot giving the names of all candidates for digesf Nnot coterminous with the boundaries of one or more towns. The
printedin the samdorm as prescribed by the board undét.8 namesfor different seats shall be placed in separate columns
(1) (a). City electionballots may vary in form to conform to therowsif more than one seat is contested at any election.

law under which an election is held. (7) ReFEReNDUMBALLOTS. Except as authorized in$.655
(am) No party designatioshall appear on thefafial ballot for ~ thereshall be a separate ballot setting forth all propositions requir
city offices. ing a vote in the form and manner provided by.64

; ; i i ; History: 1971 c. 304s.9to 11, 29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 1341973 c. 334.
(b) The city clerk or executive director of the city eleCBOMY ;77972 g31977 ¢, 187427 445 445, 1979 ¢. 221260 355 1981 . 3771983

missionshall arrange the fifial city ballot under s5.62 (4) a.484 1983 a. 532.36, 1985 a. 2%.3202 (56) 1985 a89, 225 1985 a. 3045.28,

(4) ScHooLDISTRICT. (a) There shall be separate ballot for 311555%)2852 fggég’:glg-z%g%%gg 19932, 2661995 2. 165.2,1995 a. 2011999
school district dicers when so required, except as authorized NThe nationaldemocratic party has’a protected right of political association and may
s.5.655 not be compelled to seat delegaté®sen in an open primary in violation of the

(b) In 1st class cities, the names of the candidates for the $84Ysrules. Democratic Party of U.S. Wisconsin 450 U.S. 1011981).
of the member elected at-dgr to the board of school directors5
shallbe placed on the fidial city ballot and there shall be a sepa
rateballot giving the names of the candidates for any seat to
filled on the board of school directors fr@any election district,
exceptas authorized in £.655 Thenames of candidates for the'
at-largeseat shall be placed in the same colamrmow on the bal
lot.

.62 September primary ballots. (1) (a) AtSeptember
[yémaries,the following ballot shall be provided for the nomina
tioh of candidates of recogniz@dlitical parties for national, state
andcounty ofices and independent candidates for stdieein
eachward, in the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
7.08(1) (a) except as authorized ins655 The ballots shabe
. eup of the several party tickets with each party entitled te par

(c) The arrangement of candidates for school board seats S[T'na atepin the primary l?ndtgr pép) or sub(2) ha[\)/inéjy its own bal P
be determined by the school district clerk or the executive direcigy "o cent as authorized in%655 The independent candidates
of the city board of election commissioners by the drawing of Igf§ siate dfice other than districattorney shall have a separate
not later than the 2ndusday in Januargr the next dajf the first a0t for all such candidatessunder s5.64 (1) () except as
Tuesdayis a holidayif there is no primaryor not later than the 3rd 5 ;thorizedin 5.5.655 The ballots shall be secured together at the
dayfollowing the completion of the primary canvass if a primarystom_ The party ballot of the party receiving the most votes for
is held. The method of determining arrangement shall beathe 1 osidentor governor at the last general election shalbn top
asprovided in sub(1) (b). Suficient space shall be provided onyit, the other parties arranged in descending order based on their
the ballot for write-in candidates. votefor president or governor at the last general election. The bal

(4m) METROPOLITANSEWERAGECOMMISSION. A separat®al  |ots of parties qualifying under sut®) shall be placed after the
lot shall Iist the names of al! candidates for metropolitan sewergggtties qualifyingunderpar (b), in the same order in which the
commissionseats, if commissioners are elected und@08.09 partiesfiled petitions with the boardAny ballot required under
(11) (am) except as authorized in%655 The names for the €if par.(b) 2.shall be placed next in ordeFhe ballofisting the inde
ferentseats shall be placed in sepa@kimns or rows if more pendentcandidates shall be placedthe bottom. At polling
thanone seat is contested at any election. placeswhere voting machineare used, each party and the inde

(5) ViLLace. (ag) There shall ba separate ballot giving the pendentcandidates shalie represented in one or more separate
namesof all candidate$or village ofices, except as authorized incolumnsor rows on the ballot. At polling places where an-elec
s.5.655 tronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting
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machine gach party and the independent candidates may be repachsuch party appearing in the saorder in which the ballots
sentedn separate columns or rows on the ballot. of the parties would appear under s{il).(a)

(b) 1. Except as provided in sulddand s5.64 (1) (e) 2.every (3) The board shall designate thefiofal primary ballot
recognizedpolitical party listed on thefficial ballot at the last arrangementor statewide dfces and district attorney within each
gubernatoriaklection whose candidate for any statewaffece  prosecutoriablistrict by using the same procedaseprovided in
receivedat least 1%f the total votes cast for thafioé and, if the s.5.60 (1) (b) Oneach ballot and on each separate column or row
lastgeneral electiowas also a presidential election, every recogn the ballotthe candidates for fife shall be listed together with
nizedpolitical party listed on the ballot at that election whose cathe offices which they seek in the following order whenehese
didatefor president received at least 1% of the total vote cast fsffices appear on the September primary ballot: govetier
thatoffice shall have a separate primary ballot or one or Is&Ege tenantgovernor attorney general, secretary of state, state trea
aratecolumns or rows othe primary ballot as prescribed in parsurer,U.S. senatorU.S. representative in congress, state sgnator
(a) and aseparate column on the general election ballot in evagpresentativeo the assemblydistrict attorney and the county
ward and election districtAn organization which was listed asoffices. Below the names of the independent candidates shall
“independent”at the last general election and whose candidajgpearhe party or principle of the candidates, if aimy5 words
meetsthe same qualification shall receive the same ballot sta@i§ess, as shown on their nomination papers.
uponpetition of the chairperson and secretary of tigamization (4) (ag) The county clerk otounty board of election commis

to the board requesting such status and specifying their pagy,e sshall designate thefafial primary ballot arrangemerfior
name,which may not duplicate the name of an existing pafty all candidates filing nomination papers in thetet

etition under this subdivision may be filed no later tSgmm. on .
b y Bam (ar) Within a county the countglerk shall arrange the names

Junel in the year of each general election. . - S . h
y g of all candidates filing nomination papers with the cledfiice

2. Subdivisionl. applies to a party within any assembly-dis_~ _.
trict or county at any September primary election dhdy least usingthe same method as that used by the board urileios(1)

onecandidate of the party for any national, state or couffiigeof “~/ . o ) .
qualifiesto have his or her name appear on the ballot under the(®) The county board of election commissioners in counties
nameof that party within that assembtijstrict or county The havinga population of more than 500,000 shall preparefiiie
countyclerk or county board of election commissioners giral ~ Cial primary ballot. The commissioners shall arrange the names
Vide a Combined Separate ba”ot or onemmre separate Co|umnsof a” Cand|dates fOEaCh dice Whose nomination papers are f|led
or rows on the ballot that will permit an elector to cast a vote fak the county level, using the same method as that uskd &g
awrite—in candidate for the nomination of any such party for eatiBns board under .60 (1) (b)
national,state and county fife whenever that party qualifiesto  (5) At the September primarain elector may vote for the can
berepresented on a separate primary ballot or in one or more seli@atesof only one partyor the elector may vote for any thfe
rate columns or rows under sutidbut does not qualify under thisindependentandidates for statefife listed; but the elector may
subdivision. The ballot shall include the name of each gad§  not vote for more than one candidate for a singfie®f A space
fying for a separate ballot or one or more separate coluntowsr shallbe provided on the ballot for an elector to write in the name
on the ballot under eachfafe, with the namesf the candidates of his or her choice as a padgindidate for any &ite, including
for each such party appearingtive same order in which the bal a party candidate of a panyhose name appears on the ballot, col
lots of the parties would appear under. gay. umnor row designated for independent candidates, as provided in
(2) (a) Except as provided jpar (b) and s5.64 (1) (e) 2.any sub.(1) (b)or(2) (b), but no space shall be provided to write in the
political organization may be represented on a separate primagmesof independent candidates.
ballotor in one or more separate columns or rows on the primaryiistory: 1971 c. 304s.12, 29 (2) 1971 c. 3361973 c. 334.57,1975¢. 931977
ba”ot as prescribed in Sub]_) (a) and in a Separate Co|umn on thé 107,427;1979 c. 260311, 328 1981 c. 3771983 a. 4841985a. 3041987 a. 39,1

; . I 1989a. 31 192 1991 a. 3161993 a. 1841999 a. 1822005 a. 149
generalelection ballot in every ward and election distriti.quat Cross Refeence: See also s. EIBd 6.04,i¥Vadm. code.

ify fo_r a separate ballot under this pafagraph‘ the politig@-or  The fiing of a proper petition by the requisite number of electors in a senate,
nizationshall, not later than 5 p.m. on Juhin the year of the Sep assemblypr congressional district will qualify the politicalgamization referred to

temberprimary, file with theboard a petition requesting separat' the petition as a party entitled to a separate ballot within the specific district only
all the state, congressional, legislative, and couffityesffor whichan elector of

ba”Ot_ status. The petition shall be Sign_ed bY_ at least 10,000 elgétdistrict mayvote. The petition may be circulated commencing after any Novem
tors, including at least,000 electors residing in each of at least @rgeneral election and ending on the June 1 immediately prior to the next succeed

separateongressional districts. Tlpetition shall conform to the ing September primary61 Atty Gen. 41.

requirement®f s.8.40. No signature obtained before January 1 . .

in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a politica64 General election ballots. At generalelections all of

organizationfiling a valid petition fulfill the requirements pre thefollowing ballots, when necessashall be provided foeach

scribedby law they shall appear on a separate ballot or one ward:

moreseparate columns or rows on the ballot for the period ending(1) OFFiCIAL BALLOT. (ag) Except as authorizéus.5.655

with the following general election. thereshall be a separate ballot giving the nawfesll candidates
(b) Paragrapke) appliesto a party within any assembly districtfor president and vicpresident and for statewide, congressional,

or county at any September primary election only if at least olfgislative,and county dices in the same form as prescribed by

candidateof theparty for any national, state or countfia¥ quali  the board under §.08 (1) (a)

fies to have his or her name appear on the ballot under the name¢ar) 1. The ballot shall permit an elector to do any of the fol

of that party within thaassembly district or countyThe county lowing:

clerk or county board oélection commissioners shall provide a 5 \pte a straight party ticket for president and vicesident,

combinedseparate ballot or one or more separate columns or Igigeneverthose diices are contested, and for all statewide,-con
onthe ballot that will permit an electtw cast a vote for a write—in gfressional legislative, and county fies.
a

candidatefor the nomination of any such party for each national, oo - '
stateand county dfce whenever that party qualifies to tepre b. Vote for individual candidates for eactiicé.

sentedon a separate primary ballot or in one or more separate col ¢- Vote for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot
umnsor rows under pata) but does not qualify under this para for any ofice.

graph. The ballot shall include the name of each pquslifying 2. When voting for governor and lieutenant govertteebal

for a separate ballot or olee more separate columns or rows oot shall permit an elector teote only for the candidates on one
the ballot under each fite, with the names of the candidates foticket jointly or write in the names of persons in both spaces.
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(b) The names othe candidates on the regular party ticketgresident-vicg@resident candidates shall be listed together in an
nominatedat the primary or replacements appointeder s8.35 orderdrawn by lot by or under supervision of the board, following
(2) shall appear i separate column under the party designatioinderthe party candidatesilong with the names of the indepen
The columns shall be arranged from left to right accordingubd, dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the €andi
basedon the number of votes received by each paghdidate dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nomination
for president oigovernor at the last general election beginningapers. Following under the independent candidates, a stk
with the party that received the most votes.thie right of the cel be left for writing in the names of a candidate for president and
umnsfor parties qualifying under 5.62 (1) (b)shall be placed the vice president.
columnsfor parties qualifying under §.62 (2)in the same order  (f) In the casef balloting for the dfce of governor and lieu
in which the parties filed petitions with the board. Any columgenantgovernoythe names of the candidatsll be placed in the
requiredunder par(e) 2.shallbe placed next in ordefo the right  party column by which nominated or if independent, in a column
of the party columns shall be a column for the namésdgfpen  designatedndependent. In each column there shall be one choice
dentcandidates for eachfife, or more than one column if the for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botHioés.
first column does not provide sigfent space for the names of all (g) Following under the independenandidates for each
suchcandidates. office, a space shall be provided for the elector to write in the name

(d) The ofices shall be arranged beginning with president ard a candidate of his or her choice for thdioaf
vice president or governor arliéutenant governpwhenever 2y RererenpumeaLLOT. (am) There shall be a separate bal
theseoffices are filled, and then the remaininfja#s in the order |5t \when any proposed constitutional amendment or aihgr
designatedinder s5.62 (3) measureor question is submitted to a vote of the people, except

(e) 1. Except as provided in sul2d.each candidate’name asauthorizedn s.5.655 The ballot shall give a concise statement
shallbe placed in the column of the party by which nominated of each question in accordance witle act or resolution directing
if independent, in a column designated independent and alt cagdbmissiorin the same form as prescribed by the board under s.
datesfor the same dite shall appear within the same rowstbe 7.08(1) (a) The question may not be worded in such a manner
ballot. If a separate column is provided to write in the naaies asto require a negative vote to approve a propositiaan afirm-
any party candidatesinder subd2., the column shall appear ative vote to disapprovea proposition. Unless otherwise
beforethe column designated independent with the spaces pegpresslyprovided, this ballot form shall be used ateddictions
videdto write in the namesf the candidates for each such partwhen questions are submitted to a vote of the people.

appearingn the same order in which the columns of their parties (¢) The oficial referendumballot prescribed under this sub
would appear under pgb). Along with the names of the indepen section shall be utilizedt every election, except that the format
dentcandidates shall appear the party or principle of the cangha|| be altered to thextent provided or required by other laws
dates,if any, in 5 words or less, as shown on their nominatiogstablishingor authorizing referenda to be conducted. Except as
papers. Independent candidates for the same courfiyeahall  aythorizedn s.5.655 all referenda shall appear on a separate bal
belisted in the same manner in an order drawn by lot by or unq¥, but more than one referendum question may appear on the
supervisionof the county clerk or boamf election commission  samereferendunballot whenever the questions are numbered and
ers.The board shall conduct a redrawing for purposeet&rmin 5| electors voting the ballot are entitled to vote upon all questions
ing the arrangement of independent candidates for sthte of gppearingthereon. When more than ostate referendum is
who appeared on the primary ballot in the manner provided ingtacedon the same ballothe board shall number the questions in
5.60 (1) (b) chronologicalsequence. If the legislature submits questions on
2. There shall be a separate column for the candidatechf differentdatesthe board shall number the questions sequentially
party qualifying for that column under 5.62 (1) (b)or(2), except basedon the date on which the questions are submitted by the leg
thatif, within any assembly district or countyere are no candi islature. Exceptas authorized in §.655 state and county refer
datesfor any national, state or countyfioé representing such a endashall appear on a separate ballot from municipabecial
partywho qualify to have their names appear on the ballot undéstrict referenda. The form of all referendum ballots shall be sub
the name of thaparty within that assembly district, the countystantially the same as that prescribed by the board undésq1)
clerk or boardof election commissioners shall provide a eom(a).
binedseparate column that will permit an elector to cast a vote foHistory: 1971 c. 304.29 (2) 1977 c. 26427, 1979 c. 2601981 c. 79175, 377,
awrite_in Candidate Of any SUCh party for each nationaL State ?% 5138]{34%. 4841985 a. 3041987 a. 3911989 a. 31192 1991 a. 3161999 a. 182
countyoffice whenever that party qualifies to be represented i :

separateolumn but doesot qualify under this subdivision. The5 65 Special referendum ballots.  Unless otherwise pro

ballot shall include the name of each party qualifying for ase :
ratecolumn under each fide, with the names of the candidateps\zgii}i%zggfdgrssspgzla(llz)r ?;igg?issggglfé;nggm to the format

for each such party appearingtive same order in which the €eol " 7~ ™
umnsof the parties would appear under.§a). History: 1983 . 481999 a. 182

(eg) In the case of ballotinigr the ofices of president and vice 5 655 Consolidated ballots. (1) Whenever a separatat
presidentthe names of the candidates shall be placed in the g} is required to be used, a municipality may use a single ballot
umnof the party that nominated them or if independent, in-a cgb facilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting sys
umndesignated independent. In each column there shall be @44 or, if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a con
choice for the elector to cast a ballot jointly for botfices. solidatedpaper ballot that is authorized under @. If a munic

(em) The names of the candidates for thice$ of president ipality uses a single ballot in lieu of separate ballots bt
andvice president certified under&16 (7)or filed under s8.20  shallinclude a separate column or row for arfjcef referendum
shallappear on the ballot in tfierm prescribed in §.08 (2) (a) or party for which a separate ballot is required by law and the bal
Thenames of the presidential electors for the candidates suppli@dshall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for
underss.8.18 (2)and8.20 (2) (d)are not listed on the ballot butall of the ofices and referenda appearing on the ballot.
avote for the candidates for president & presidentis avote  (2) whenevera municipality employingpaper ballots is
for them through their named presidential electors. requiredto utilize separate ballots for certaificés, referenda or

(es) The party candidates shall be arranged consecutively frpartiesat an election, the municipalitpay, with the approval of
top to bottom based on the number of votes received by th#ie county clerk or board of election commissioners of each
party’s candidate for governor at the last election beginmiitlg  countyin which there is located any portioh the municipality
the party that received the most votes. The independembereone ormore electors reside, substitute a single consolidated
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paperballot or a ballot that is designed to be utilized with an-eleby the municipality or district, except as provided in a 1st cigs

tronic voting system, ithe ballot contains all of the applicableschooldistrict under sub(2).

informationrequired to be provided for paper ballots at thatelec (3m) Theelection administration council shall provide guid

tion. anceto local units ofjovernment concerning the procurement of
(3) The board shall prescribe notices and instructions to ledectionapparatus, ballots, ballot forms, materials, and supplies

givento electors who use a ballot that is authorized undef2ub.for use in elections in this state to help ensure that competitive

in lieu of any noticesnd instructions that are applicable only t@ricesare obtained by those units of government.

municipalities employing separate paper ballots. (4) Except as provided under si), the cost of compensa
History: 1999 a. 182 tion of election dficials and trainees shall be borne in the manner

providedin s.7.03

5.66 Number of ballots. (1) For local elections, where nec (5) If ach ; ;
o ) ) age is made for the use of a polling place,dhage

est?ary,_munlmpal clerlas shall have Sident ballots printedbr jiShall be paid by themunicipality establishing the polling place

otherwiseprepared whenever a voting system does not utiligg,qers 5 25 (2)unless the polling place is used to conduct a spe

printed ballots to assure a ballot for all electors or votingis| glection that is called by a urgt government other than the
machines.For all other elections the municipal clerks shall certify

: " =~ 'stateor the municipality establishing the polling place and the spe
to their county clerk, on the first d&yf the 2nd month preceding cja| election is not held concurrently with an election specified in

themonth in which the primary is held, the approximate number, ;
of electors in the municipalityThe county clerk shall total theseﬁfﬂ?ﬁ 1(15n)it(%)?)§(02v1e)r(r)1rr$12e2n)i tha?lé%Tlsc ?ﬁg g:)eeggfr;giltligf aid

g;setlcToargsr?g(\j/o(iirggermaa;t:mggt supply to assure ballots fafl (6) Theclerk of each county or municipality shall submit an
h lerk of b ) d of electi issiorshall invoice to the clerk of each municipality afistrict which is
(2) Thecounty clerk or board of election commissiorsita ﬁsponsibléor payment of election costs under this section. The

print asuficient number of sample ballots. The municipal clerk, nicioality or district shall make pavment to the county or
or board of election commissioners shall print sample ba”%nicigaltryeasurer pay y

wheneverthe municipality prepares ballogmder s.7.15 (2) (b) . I . -
or (c). Sample ballots shall be printed on nonwhite colored pape gzhﬁr?% r;%"C'Eg:'%tgatﬂrln;én?(')%%d ggg{‘?ﬂgﬁgi 33%':;2;']9
andshall be overprinted “SAMPLE”. afing machine sample bal 8 ‘m. p P y !

: ; tsto adjust its polling hours to begin at 7 aahany election
lots shall be a reduced size diagram of the face of the boar ; > A ; k
screeninside the voting machine with all candidates, issues a ﬁfd after April 29, 2006, may file a claim with the board for reim

voting instructions as they wiippear on the fifial ballot. Sam - " .
ple ballots to be used with an electronic voting systemtiich appropriatesubstantiation of all costs incurred. The board shall
@léqilt the claim and, if the board finds that the costs have been

ballotsthat are distributed to electors are used shall be an ac U edby the municinalitvand th ¢ Id not h been
sizecopy of theballot. The clerk or board of election commission!''cUT€AbYy the municipaliityand the Costs wou'd not have bee

ersprinting the ballots shall distributae samples approximately't?lcugrefg”tgolrl tpf?nrl%qlsirerphentn:or?ipipnllliitngf prla{%es at7 at'm”N
asfollows: 45% shall be kept in the cleskorboards office and € board shall reimburse the municipality Tor those Costs. IO

distributedto electors requesting them: 45% shall be settigo C/aiM IS payable under this subsection unless the claim is filed
municipalities,or, if the municipality prints ballots, 45% shall be‘(’}l\’;lth }Zﬁoboard’t;%gggt'gro‘ﬁ'thﬁgﬁﬂg'g&e tsugrséaﬂtclatrl?end Waibiin
sentto the county for distribution to theectors; and 10% shall be YS ) wing ) whi Sts Incu :
reservedo be sent tohe polllng places by mUniCipa”ties in pro 16HISI0I’y. 1979 c. 260311, 355, 1985 a. 3041993 a. 3991999 a. 1822001 a.

. L 9] A ; 2005 a. 333451
portionto the number certified in sufl) and made available to

electorsat the polls on election day 5.72 Correcting ballot errors. (1) As soonas possible after

History: 1979 c. 260311, 355 1983 a. 4841987 a. 3912001 a. 16 ballotsare delivered to theounty clerk or to the municipal clerk

i e if the municipality is preparing ballots undef7sl5 (2) but not
5.68 Cost of elections. (1) The cost of acquisition of ballot |aterthan 3 weeks before any election relatimg state or national
boxesand voting booths, voting machines or electronic votingfice or statewide referendum, the county or municipal gheek
systemsand regular maintenance thereof shall be borne by th&ing the ballots shall submit one copy of each ballot to the board
municipalitiesin which the boxes, booths, machinessgstems  for review of possible errors. If the contractor preparing the bal
areused. lots supplies proofs in advance of ballot preparation, the clerk
(2) Exceptas otherwise expressly provided, all costs for bahall submitone copy of the proofs in lieu of actual ballots. If a

lots, supplies, notices and any other materials necessary inprepating machine ballot or other ballot combining local candidates
ing or conducting any election shall be paid for by the county or referenda with state or national candidates or referenda is used,
municipality whose clerk or board of election commissioners ihe entire ballot shall be submitted, but if ballots intended for dis
responsibldor providing them. If a ballot is prepared fasehool, tribution to electors are used, only those ballots relating to state or
technicalcollege, sewerage or sanitary district, the district shalhtionaloffices and statewide referenda needbiemitted. This
pay for the cost of the ballot. If no other level of government isubsectiordoes not require delay of ballot distribution or mailing
involvedin a school, technical college, seweragsanitary dis of absentee ballots.
trict election, the district shall pay for all costs of the ballots; sup (2) Theboard shall review ballots and proof copies submitted
plies, notices and other materials. If ballots, supplies, notices @idersub.(1) and shall notify the county and municipal clerk of
othermaterials are used for elections within more than one unitzgﬁyermr as soon as possible but in no event later than 7 days after
local government, thecosts shall be proportionately dividedsyhmission.The clerk is not required to correct a ballot error upon

betweenthe units of local government involved in the electioneceiptof noticeof the errorunless ordered to do so under $8p.
In a 1st class cifyall costs otherwise attributable to a schdisl o 5 5 06 (6)

trict shall be paid by the city , o (3) Whenevernaffidavit is filed by the board or any elector
(3) If voting machines are used or if an electronic voting sygjlegingan error or omission in the preparation @&dot, the cir
temis used in which all candidates and referenda appear on i@ court for the county where the ballot is proposed to be used
same ballot, the ballots for all national, state and couffiyesf o jts presiding judge, by ordenay summarily require a county
andfor county and state referenda shall be prepared and paiddpmunicipal clerk to correct the errar show cause why it should

by the county wherein they are used. If the voting machine or elggt he corrected and, by ordefterthe hearing, have the correc
tronic voting systenballot includes a municipal or school, technition made.

cal college, sewerage or sanitary district ballot, the cost of thaf;gory. 1979 ¢. 2601979 . 315.19 1979 ¢. 35%s.9, 10; Stats. 1979 . 5.72;
portion of the ballot shall be reimbursedttee county or paid for 1981c. 3771983 a. 484

ursemenbf those costs. The claim shalk accompanied by
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SUBCHAPTER I (4) In partisan primary elections, if a ballot contains the names
of candidates of more than one party or the names of party candi
ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS datesand independent candidatiéshall provide a space for elec

torsto designate a party preference or a preference for the inde
pendentcandidates. Failure to designate a preference does not
validateany votes cast by an electexcept as provided in s.
50(1) (d)

History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041999 a. 1822001 a. 16

5.76 Adoption, experimentation or discontinuance of !
systems. The governing body or board of election Commissiorﬁin
ers of any municipality may by ordinance or resolutiadopt, ‘-
experimentwith, or discontinue any electronic voting system
authorizedby this subchapter and approved undé: %l for use

in this state, and may purchase or lease materials or equipmen
suchsystem to be used in all or some of the wards within itsjurf Y
diction, either exclusivelyn combination with mechanical voting f
machines, or itombination with paper ballots where such ballo

fg Write—in ballots. If the ballot employed by a municipal
oesnot provide a space for write—in votes, the municipality

allprovide a separate write—irallot, which may be in the form

a paper ballot, to permit electors to write in the names of persons

areauthorized to be used. hosenames are not on the ballot whenever write—in votes are

authorized.
History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 304 ) . .
Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code. History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912001 a. 16

5.77 Applicable procedures. (1) So far as applicable, the 5-83 Preparation for use of voting devices; compari -
procedureprovided for voting paper ballots applieben an elec  Son of ballots.  Where voting devices are used at a polling place,
tronic voting system employing the use ldliots distributed to the municipal clerk shall cause the voting devices to be put in
electorsis used. order,set, adjusted and made ready for voting when deliviered
(2) Sofar as applicable, the procedure provided for votin epolling place. Before the opening of the polls the inspectors

; ; ; : : ; llcompare the ballots used in the voting devices with the sam
with mechanical voting machines applies when an electronic vi a :
ing system employinghe use of electronic voting machines i e ballots furnished and see that the names, numbere texs

hereonagree and shall certify thereto on forprevided by the

used.
History: 1979 c. 31. boa.'rd' .
Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code. History: 1979 c. 31.

5.78 Voting booths. At polling places where an electronicd-84 Testing of equipment; requirements for programs .
voting system employing the use of ballots distributed to electc¥§d ballots. (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic
is used, the municipality shall supply afeiént number of voting VOting systemwhich utilizes automatic tabulating equipment,
boothsfor the use of electors as provided i85 (2) eitherat the polling place or at a central counting location, the
History: 1979 c. 31. municipalclerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior to
the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the
5.79 Instruction of electors. At polling places wheran equipmentested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes
electronicvoting system employing the uselfllots and voting castfor all offices and on all measures. Public notice of the time
devicesis used, the electionfficials shall ofer each elector andplace of the test shall be given by the clerk at least 48 hours
instructionin the operation of the voting device and ballot beforgrior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice unde®@%in
the elector enters the voting booth. No instructions magiten oneor more newspapers publishedthin the municipality if a
afterthe elector has entered the voting booth, except as authorizewspapeis published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of gen
unders.6.82 (2) All instructions shall be given by electioriiof eralcirculation therein. The test shall be open to the public. The
cialsin such a manner that they may be observed by péteons testshall be conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballots
in the polling place. somarked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes for
History: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16 eachcandidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for
eachoffice one or more ballots which have votes in excess of the
5.80 Demonstrator electronic voting system. Whenan numberallowed by law and, for a partisan primary election, one
electronicvoting system is used in a forthcoming election, ther more ballots which have votes cast for candidates of thare
municipalclerk may provide, for the purpose of instructing ele@ne recognized political partyn order to test the ability of the
torsin the election, one or more demonstrator electronic votimgitomatictabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error
systemausing the names of fictitious candidates or fictitious queis detected, the municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and cor
tionsfor placement in any public building within the municipalityrectthe error The clerkshall make an errorless count before the
in which the election occurs. $tich placement of a demonstratoautomatictabulating equipment is approvby the clerk for use
takesplace it shall be made available at least 30 days before tin¢he election.

election. (2) Beforebeginning the ballot count at each polling place or
History: 1979 c. 31. atthe central counting location, the electiofioidils shall witness
. ) atest of the automatic tabulating equipment by engaging the print
5.81 Ballot information; arrangement; absentee bal - jng mechanism and securing a printedult showing a zero count

lots. (1) Whenever the statutes provide for the use of separgi¢ every candidate and referendum. After the completion of the
ballotsor columns or rows for fies, parties oreferenda, and an count,the ballots and programs used shall be sealed and retained

electronicvoting system in which ballots are distributed to elegnderthe custody of the municipal clerk in a secure location.
tors isused at a polling place, a single ballot may be used for alljisory. 1979 ¢. 31: 2001 a. 162005 a. 92

offices, referenda and parties. The ballot information, whether
placedon the ballot oon the voting device, shall, as far as practs 85 Receiving, counting, tallying and return of bal -
cable,be grouped and orderédthe same manner as provided fofots, (1) At any pollingplace at which an electronic voting sys
other ballots under this chaptexcept that the information on thetemis utilized, thefollowing procedures for receiving, counting,
ballot need not be in separate columns or rows. tallying and return of the ballots shall be used. Whenever paper
(3) If amunicipality utilizes an electronic voting system irballotsare utilized at polling place in combination with ballots
which ballots distributed to electors are employed, absdy@ee employedin an electronic voting system, the paper ballots shall
lots may consisbf ballots utilized with the system or paper ballotbe deposited in a separate ballot box or boxes, according to the
andenvelopes voted in person in théiad of the municipatlerk typesof ballots usedFor the purpose of transporting the ballots
or voted by mail. or the record of theotes cast, the municipal clerk shall provide
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a secure container for each polling place. At each polling placeturnof the ballots. Thefficials shall place “Damaged Ballot”
the applicableportions of the procedure prescribed for initiatindpallotsand their envelopes in the “Original Ballots” envelope.
the canvass under $.51 (1)and(2) shall be performed, except (4) The original ballots shall be preserved wittle duplicate
thatno count of the ballots, except write—in votes and paper ballgigllotsand delivered by the inspectors to the municipal clerk. The
usedfor absentee voting and other purposes authorized by lafficials shall then make out a slip indicating the number of-elec
may be performedit a polling place if a central counting locatioriors voting in person, number of absentee ballots deposited in the
is designated for the counting of ballots at that polling place by thellot box, andthe total number of electors of each ward served
municipality. by the polling place who voted at the election, which shall be

(2) (@) The election oficials shall examine the ballots orsignedby all the inspectors.
recordof votes cast for write—in votes and shall count @hdlate (5) If the municipality has designated a central counting loca
the write—in votes. When an electronic voting system is ursedtion to be used to count ballots undei7 &1 (1) the inspectors
which ballots are distributed to electors, before separating thieall count and deposit the paper ballots in the contaifiéie
remainingballots from their respective covering envelopes, thiaspectorsshall then place the slip made out under §tiin the
election officials shall examine the ballots for write—irotes. container. The inspectorshall also place the tally sheet recording
When an elector hasast a write—in vote, the electionfiofals the write—in votes and other votes cast on paper ballots, and all
shall compare the write—in vote with the votes on the ballot &therballots, or the record of the votesst on an electronic voting
determinewhether the write—in vote results in an overvotesfty = systemwhere no ballots are distributed to electors, in the container
office. In case of an overvote for anyio€, the election dicials andshall thereupon immediately seal the container witadire
shallmake a true duplicate ballot of all votes on the ballot excepve seal provided by the municipal clerk for the purpose in such
for the ofice that is overvotedyy using an dicial ballot of that mannerthat the seal completely covers the opening inctire
kind usedby the elector who voted the original ballot, and one ¢finer,and each of the inspectors shall sign the seal. The “Defec
the marking devices so as t@nsfer all votes of the elector exceptive Ballots” envelope, and “Original Ballots” envelope each shall
for the ofice overvoted, to an @i€ial ballot of thatkind used in be securely sealed and the ftaend thereof of each signed by the
the ward at that election. Unless electiofiaéls areselected inspectorsand returned to the central countingation with the
unders.7.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party fifation, the election box for return of the ballots, enclosed ballots and returns. There
officials shall consist in each case of at least one electfaiadf upon,the municipaklerk or 2 of the election fi¢ials shall forth
of each of the 2 major politicalarties, whenever fiéials of both  with and by the most direct route transport the container and enve
partiesare present. lopesto the central counting location designated bynioaicipal

(b) Write—in votes shall be counted as provided in.50 (2) Clerk. Unless election @tials are selected undera30 (4) (c)
(d). The original ballot upon which there is an overvote shall jdthoutregard to party &fiation, the election dfcials shall con
clearly labeled “Overvoted Ballot” and the duplicate bapet-  S'Stin €ach case of at least one electidiciafl of eachof the 2
ducedunder par(a) shall be clearly labeled “Duplicate Overvotedn@or political parties, wheneverfafials of both parties are pres
Ballot.” The election dicials shall place the same serial numbe?m_'
on each “Overvoted Ballot” and its corresponding “Duplicate History: 1979 . 311989 a. 1921997 a. 1272001 a. 162005 a. 149
OvervotedBallot,” commencingvith number “1” and continuing
consecutively for each of the ballots for which a “Duplicate ©ve
voted Ballot” is produced in that ward or election district. Th

electionofficials shall initial the“Duplicate Overvoted Ballot” desianatedy the clerk unless the central counting location is at
ballotsand shall place them in the container for re e bal thec%unt sgat and the municipal clerk dele atesghponsibi{
lots. The "Ov“erv_ot_ed Ballot” t?'allotand their envelopes shall b ity to sup}érvise the location to '?he county cle'?nkwhich case the
placedin the Orlglnal Ba!lotg envelope. . ,BroceedingShaII be under the direction of the coualgrk or an

(c) Ballots bearing write-in votes marked in the place desigjectionofficial designated by theounty clerk. Unless election
natedfor write=in votespearing the initials _of an electhrflofal, officials are selected under30 (4)(c) without regard to party
not resulting in an overvote, and otherwise complying with thgfiliation, the employees at each central counting location, other
electionlaws as to marking shall be counted, tallied, and thgi{an any speciallytrained technicians who are required for the
votesrecorded on a tally sheet provided by the municipal cletgperationof the automatic tabulating equipment, shall be equally
Ballots and ballotenvelopes shall be separated and all balloggyided between members of the 2 major political parties under s.
exceptany that are defective or overvoted shall be placed sepagg (2) (a)and all duties performed by the employskall be by
ratelyin the container for return of the ballots, alamigh the bal  teams consisting of aequal number of members of each political
lots marked “Duplicate Overvoted Ballots. party whenever stiicient persons from each party are available.

(3) The electionofficials shall examine the ballots to deter  (2) At each central counting location, a team of electiin of
mineif any isdamaged or defective so that it cannot be countgfhls designated by the clerk or othelection oficial having
by the automatic tabulating equipment. If any ballot is damageHargeof the location under sulfl) shall check theontainer
or defective so that tannot be properly counted by the automatigturned containing theballots to determine that all seals are
tabulatingequipment, thelection oficials, in the presence of wit intact, and thereupon shall open the contgickeck the inspec
nessesshall make a true duplicate ballot of all votesthat ballot tors’ slip and compare the numbsfrballots so delivered against
by using one of the marking devices so as to transfer all votestqd total number of electorsf each ward served by the polling
the elector to an dicial ballot of that kind used bthe elector who placewho voted, remove the ballats record of the votes cast and
votedthe original ballot in that election. Unless electidiicils  deliverthem to the technicians operating the automatic tabulating
areselected under 3.30 (4) (cwithout regard to party filfiation, equipment. Any discrepancies between the number of ballots and
the election dficials shall consist in each case of at least one elaotal number of electors shall be noted on a sheet furnished for that
tion official of each of the 2 major political parties, whenevéir of purposeand signed by the electiorfiofals.
cialsof both parties are present. The original ballot shall be clearlyistory: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 3041997 a. 1272001 a. 109
labeled“Damaged Ballot” and the ballsb produced “Duplicate
DamagedBallot”, and each shall bear the same number whi¢h87 Tabulating votes. (1) If a central counting location is
shallbe placed thereon by the electiofiaidils, commencingvith  not utilized, the procedure for tabulating the votes by the-auto
number“1” and continuing consecutively for the ballots of thamatic tabulating equipmenghall be under the direction of the
kind in the ward. The electionfafials shall initial the'Duplicate  chiefinspector and shall conform to the requirements of the auto
Damaged Ballot” ballots, and shall place them in the container foatic tabulating equipment. Hny ballot is not accepted by the

.86 Proceedings at central counting locations.
1) All proceedings at each central counting location shall be
underthe direction of the municipal clerk or an electioficil
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automatictabulating equipment, the electiorficifils shall make aggrievedby the recount to appeal to circuit court undér@l (6)
a duplicate ballot to replace that ballot in the manner prescribepgoncompletion of the recount.
in s.5.85 (3) All proceedings at the polling place and at any cen History: 1979 c. 31; 1987 a. 3912005 a. 92451
tral counting location shall be open to the public, but no persongross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.
exceptthose employed and authorized for the purpose, may touch ) )
any ballot, containerenvelope, return or equipment. 5.905 Software components. (1) In this section, "soft
(2) Theboard shall, by rule, prescribe uniform standards f§fa"€ component” includes vote-counting source code, table
determiningthe validity of votes cast attempted to be cast with Sructures, modules, program narratives and other human-—
each electronic voting system approved for use in this state urf@@dablecomputer instructions used to count voigth an elee
s.5.91 The rules shall apply only to situations thregy arise in ronic voting system.
which the validity of a vote or attempted vote cast by an elector (2) Theboard shall determine which software components of
utilizing a particular system cannot be determined undeB8.  an electronic voting system it considers to be necessary to enable
History: 1979 c. 31; 1983 a. 4842003 a. 265 reviewand verification of the accuracy of the automatic tabulating
equipmentused to record and tally the votes cast with the system.
5.89 Official return. The return produced by the automatid he board shall require each vendor of an electronic voting system
tabulatingequipment shall be appendedte tally sheet by the thatis approved under §.91to place those software components
canvassersThe return constitutes a part of thféicial return for  in escrow with the board within 90 days of the date of appaival
the ward or election district. The municipal clerk shall check tiiee system and within 10 days of the dateany subsequent
totalsshown by the return and, if it appears that tieas obvious changein the components. The board shall secure and maintain
discrepancywith respecto the number of votes cast in any wardhosesoftwarecomponents in strict confidence except as autho
or election district, the clerk shall have the ballots for that ward vzed in this section. Unless authorized under this section, the
electiondistrict publicly retabulated to correttte return. Upon boardshall withhold access to those software comporieois
completionof the count, the return is open to the public. any person who requests access und&éds35 (1)

History: 1979 c. 31. (3) The board shall promulgateiles to ensure the security
review and verification of software components used with each
5.90 Recounts. (1) Except as otherwise providetithis sub  electronicvoting system approved by the board. The verification
chapterrecounts of votes cast on an electronic voting system shghcedureshall include aletermination that the software compo

beconducted in the manner prescritied.9.01 Except as pro nentscorrespond to the instructioastually used by the system
videdin sub.(2) and s9.01 (1) (b) 8s.if the ballots are distributed {g count votes.

to the elector_s, the bo_ard of canvassers shall recoumiatius (4) If a valid petition for a recount is filed unde®91in an
erltf}lauton;]atlc tabula_tlng k;eqlwpment. _The boarg:mflvazser_s election at which an electronic voting system was used to record
Sh alltest the automatic tabulating eqﬁlpmﬁnt 1o Ie u”se Hror,ndtally thevotes cast, each party to the recount may designate
therecountas provided in $.84 and then the Gtial ballots or onpe or more persons who are authorized to receive access to the
the record of the votes cast shall be recounted on the autom ‘ftwarecomponents that were used to record talig the votes
tabulatingequipment. In additiorthe board of canvassers Shalﬁw the election. The board shall grant access to the software com
checkthe'ball_ots_ for thepresence or absgnce of the initials anﬂonentsto each designated pers@rbefore receiving access, the
9&1@;3’;3?9852’;%32?3’“ Sgﬂ:tiﬁwgzge?nﬁﬁgn:ﬁéke% personentersinto a written agreement with the board that-obli
priejty of su’ch labels, and shall cjompare the “Duplicate ngrvotgoateg-h e person to exercise the highest de_gree o_f reasomible

y maintain the confidentially of all proprietary information to

Efi‘lIg;lsig?je?eﬂﬁlzﬁztfhgirg;?ggg Eglgtfsmg ghuellrié:tsgsec?f\_/glewhich the person is provided access, unless otherwise permitted
9 P : 1 a contract entered into under S(H).

tronic voting machines are used, the board of canvassers shall per

form the recount using the permanent paper record of the voted®) A county or municipality may contract with the vendor of
castby each electoms generated by the machines. anelectronic voting system to permit a greater degree of access to
(2) Any candidate, or any elector when for a referendum, m ftwarecomponents used with the system than is requineer

by the close of business on the next business daytladtdaist day b‘(4)‘

for filing a petition for a recount under&01, petition the circuit ~ Histoy: 2005a 92
courtfor an order requiring ballots under s(¢b).to be counted by
handor by another method approvedtbg court. The petitioner
in such an action bears the burdeestfblishing by clear and con
vincing evidence that due tan irregularity defect, or mistake

5.91 Requisites for approval of ballots, devices and
equipment. No ballot, votingdevice, automatic tabulating
equipmentor related equipmerand materials to be used in an

committedduring the voting or canvassing procts results of electronicvoting system may be utilized in thig state unless it is
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produ%oﬁg?vsgj% éheebgfrr?q'er-:—thgrbrg::grggya[f;?]keﬁ'tnfea%erg;ﬁlsgf a'r\lnc/)
incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabi ch Ballot v,oticr11 pdevice automatic tabul);tin equi meni or
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produr%e atede ui mentgor mate,rial mav be a rovedgun?eﬁzfitls
amore correct result and change the outcome of the election quip y PP

(3) A court with whom a petition under su) is filed shall ¢, C1oWing requirements: .
hear the matter as expeditiously as possible, without a jthrg 1) It engbles an elector. to vote secrecy and to selept the
courtmayorder a recount of the ballots by hand or another methBay o the mdepen.demnn(.jldates for yvhom an elector will vote
only if it determines that the petitioner has establishyedear and In secrecy at a partlsgn prlmary.elec_non.
convincingevidence that due to an irregularitiefect, or mistake ~ (2) Except at a primary election, it enables an elector to vote
committedduring the voting or canvassing procéss results of & straight party ticket, but the automatic tabulating equipment
a recount using automatic tabulating equipment will produ@@unt_sthe vote of an elec_:tor who casts a vote fc_Jr a candidate for
incorrectrecount results and that there is a substantial probabifty ofice outside the straight party ticket for thafice# only.
thatrecounting the ballots by hand or another method will produce (3) Exceptin primary elections, it enables an electortbe
a more correct result and change the outcome of the electifor.a ticket selected in part from the nominees of one antyin
Nothingin this section déctsthe right of a candidate or electorpart from thenominees of other parties, and in part from indepen
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5.91 ELECTIONS — GENERAL PROVISIONS; BALLOTpdated 05-06Wis. Stats. Database 18

FORM
dentcandidates and in part of candidates whwsaes are written ~ (16) It provides an elector with the opportunity to change his
in by the elector or her votes and to correct any error or to obtain a replacement for

(4) It enables an elector to vote for a ticket of his or her owfhSPoiled ballot prior to casting his or her ballot. _
selectionfor any person for any fi€e for whom he or she may (17) Unlessthe ballot is counted at a central counting location,

desireto vote whenever write—in votes are permitted. it includes a mechanisfor notifying an elector who attempts to

(5) It accommodates aféferenda to be submitted to the eleccaStan excess number of votes for a singfice that his or her
torsin the form provided by law votesfor that ofice will not be counted, and provides the elector

. . . . .. with an opportunity to correct his or her ballot or to receive and
(6) The voting device or machine permits an electorfmia ~astg replacement ballot.

mary election to vote for the candidates of the recognized political

party or ;he independent. candidates of his orqhmice, and the enerate® complete, permanent paper recsidwing all votes
automatictabulating equipment or machine rejects any ballot ysthy each electorthat is verifiable by the electoby either
which votes are cast in the primary of more than one recognizg{;a|or nonvisual means as appropriate, before the elector leaves

political party exceptwhere a party or independent candidate dege yoting area, anthat enables a manual count or recount of each
ignationis made or where an elector casts write-in votes for-canghte cast by the elector

dlatesof more than one party on a ballot that is distributed to theyistory: 1979 ¢.311; 1983 a. 4841985 a. 3042001 a. 162003 a. 2652005 a.
elector. 92.

(7) It permits an elector to vote at an electionall persons ~ CrossReference: See aiso ch. EIBd 7, i/ adm. code.
andoffices for whom and for which the elector is IawfuIIy entitle<5,92 Bond may be required_ Before entering into a contract
to vote; to vote for as many persons for dicefas the elector is for the purchase or lease of an electronic voting systeany bal
entitledto vote for; to vote for or against any question upon whidbts, voting devices, automatic tabulating equipment or related
the elector is entitled to vote; aitdejects all choices recorded onequipmentor materials to be used in connectigith a system,
aballot for an diice or a measure if the number of choices exceedrsy municipality may require the vendor or lessoptovide a per
the numbernwhich an elector is entitled to vote for on suclicef formancebond with a licensed surety company as sugetgiran
or on such measure, except where an elector casts excess writee€imgthe supply of additional equipment, parts or materials, pro
votesupon a ballot that is distributed to the elector vision of adequate computer programming, preventive
(8) It permits an electoat a presidential or gubernatorial elecMaiNtenanceor emegency repair services, training of election
tion, by one action to vote for the candidates of a party for-preSfficials and other municipal employees or provision of public

dentand vice president dor governor and lieutenant governor €ducationamaterials for a specified period, or guaranteeing the
respectively securityof the computer programs or other equipment or materials

| f ing f to be utilized with the system farevent election fraud, or such
(9) It prevents an elector from voting fdre same Person iher guaranteeas the municipality determines to be appropriate.
morethan once for the samefiok, except where an elector casts History: 1979 c. 31.

excessnrite—in votes upon a ballot thist distributed to the elec  Cross Refeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ¥/ adm. code.

tor. - .
(10) It is suitably designed fahe purpose used, of durable5'93 Administration. The board may promulgate reasonable

constructionand is usable safelgecurelyeficiently and accu rulesfor the administration of this subchapier

; ; . History: 1979 c. 31; 1985 a. 333.251 (1
rately in the conduct of elections and counting of ballots. CrossyRefeence: See also ch. EIBd 7, ,(N)adm_ code.

(11) It records correctlyand counts accurately every vote ) o .
properly cast and maintains a cumulative tallytioé total votes 2-94 Sample ballots; publication. - When an electronic vot
castthat is retrievable in the event of a power outage, evacuatiBfl System employing a ballot that is distributed to electors is

or malfunction so that the records of votes cast prior to the tirjg€dthe county and municipal clerk of the county and municipal
thatthe problem occurs is preserved. ity in which the polling place designated for use of the system is

L - . . locatedshall cause tbe published, in the type B notices, a true
(12) It minimizes the possibility of disenfranchisemeit ,c(51-sizaopy of theballot containing the names ofioks and

electorsas the result of failure to understand the method of opefandidatesand statements of measures to be voted on, as nearly

tion or utilization or malfunction of the ballot, voting device, autoaspossible, in the form imvhich they will appear on theffial

matic tabulating equipment or related equipment or materials.pa|lot on election day The notice may be published as a newspa
(13) Theautomatic tabulating equipment authorized forinse perinsert. Municipal clerks may post the notice if the remainder

connectionwith the systenincludes a mechanism which make®f the type B notice is posted.

the operator aware of whether the equipment is malfunctioning irHistory: 1979 c. 31; 2001 a. 16

sucha way that an inaccurate tabulation of twes could be 5.95 Elector information. The board shall prescribe infor

obtained. " : P - - .
. . .mationto electors in municipalities armbunties using various
(14) It doesnot employ any mechanism by which a ballot i s of electronic voting systems to be published in lieu of the
punchedor punctured to record the votes cast by an elector jnformationspecified in $10.02 (3)in type B notices whenever
(15) It permits an elector to privately verifiye votes selected thetype B notice information is inapplicable.
by the elector before casting his or her ballot. History: 1979 c. 31.

(18) If the device consists of an electronic voting machine, it
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