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2007 - 2008 LEGISLATURE

1 AN ACT to renumber 123@8 (6); and to create 121.58 (6) (b) of the statutes;

2 relating to: transportation aid to school districts

TN T For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
' printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

3 ‘ §EQgION 1. 121.58 (6) of the statutes is renumbered 121.58 (6) (a): —
4 SECTIO\%E %121 58 (6) (b) of the statutes is created to read: e
R i E
5 121.58 (6) (b) If theré‘ia a balance in the appropriation ;griews’ -20. 255 @2 (er) |
6 in any fiscal year after the d th Mgﬁunt of approved claims
and s, 121.8775
7 under this sectlo/z' the department wshaﬁ/ dlstmbu’ﬁ"é%tge balance to those school
8 ‘ s
| |
9 |

Sy M‘w&»«&wm:;»,\vf,»,u;r.z;»\;/,»,x,/,,» = ;:E
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BILL \ﬁ%ﬁ’ SECTION 2

1 ~under 2007 Wisconsin Act .... (this act), section 17 (1). No funds may be encumbered

2 from this appropriation after June 30, 2009.

3 i SECTIQN 3 121.07 (6) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to re f;;L» -~

4 E 121.07 (6) (a) (mtro ) “Shared cost” is the sum of the net cost . of ) the general fund

5 and the net cost of the débt service fund, except that “sharqi cost” excludes any costs, |

6 including attorney fees, 1ncT1ri‘ed by a school district as a result of its partlmpatlorg

7 in a lawsuit commenced against tge ‘state, beginn;ng with such costs incurred in thé

8 fiscal year in which the lawsuit is com:néﬁgfd,_‘ excludes any expenditures from é\

9 capital improvement fund created under s% 120.135 and; excludes the costs of
10 | | transporting those transfer puplls for whom the schoxstrlct operating under ch.
11 ;/ 119 does not recelve 1ntrad1str1ct transfer aid under s. - (6) as a result of s

12 g 121.85 (6) (am) and excludes the amount of any excess revenue ap proved under s%
13 %% 121. 91 §82 (a). In this paragraph, “net cost of the debt service fund” mcifudes all f%%
14 ; *ehe followmg amounts: 2
15 SECTION% 121.58 (6) (title) of the statutes is amended to read:

16 121.58 (6) (title) APPROPRIATION PRORATED; PRORATION, DISTRIBUTION OF BALANCE.
17 SECTION% 121.58 (6) of the statutes is renumbered 121.58 (6) (a).

18 SECTION4; 121.58 (6) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

19 121.58 (6) (b) Ifthere is a balance in the appropriation under s. 20.255 (2) (cr)
20 in any fiscal year after the department has paid the full amount of approved claims
21 under this section and s. 121.575, the department shall distribute the balance to
22 those school districts entitled to state aid under this section, with each school district
23 receiving a percentage of the balance equal to its percentage of the total approved
24 claims.

25
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BILL SECTION 16
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e Gas W
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A

of any-fund’ beyond June 30 of the school year in which the resolutlon was adopte

school year. The school board may not-maintain-the excess revenue in the baiance o

s

SECTION %@\I onstatutory provisions.

(1) GRANTSFOR SCHOOL DISTRICT CONSOLIDATION FEASIBILITY STUDIES.

=

“‘*(a) A consortium of 2 or more school districts may apply to the i}artment for
a grant to eonduct a school district consolidation feasibility stli/gffl‘he consortium

shall submit a plan«rldentlfymg the school districts enga,fif;g,frg the study, the issues

ey

the study will address, and- how the grant funds will pe expended. A school district
/‘
may not be a member of more thafr»g\xge consortwm
f""

(b) In the 2008-09 school year, the E@artment shall award grants to consortia
from the appropriation under sectlon ;2‘0 255 (2) (ﬁ%gf the statutes, as created by this
act. The department may not aWard more than $10, OOG“tQ\ily consortium.

(¢) The departmentﬁhall give priority to applications tthonstrate prior

attempts to addres§ the underlying issues associated with mangge;pent and

"&»‘%

o,

%Eoperatlon of the school districts’ programs.

(d) A consortlum awarded a grant under paragraph (b) shall submit the results

z
x
|
H
i

bfﬁle StudV tO f-hP AQﬂQanw‘-

C \} (Z-REPORT ON PUPIL TRANSPORTATION. By February 1, 2009, each school board

shall report to the department of public instruction the miles driven to provide
transportation to and from school for public and private school pupils under section
121.55 (1) of the statutes in the 2007-08 fiscal year, excluding transportation to and
from extracurricular activities, the transportation of children with disabilities,
shuttle services, and field trips. The department shall submit a report summarizing
the data to the legislature in the manner provided under section 13.172 (2) of the

statutes by May 1, 2009.
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BILL SECTION 18

SECTION 48 Initial applicability.

é “(1)"REVENUE LIMIT, DECLINING ENROLLMENT. The treatment of section 121.91 (4) 1
f(f) 1m: b., c., and d. of the statutes, the renumbering and amendment of SS;EL%I;W
]
!

121 91 (4) (D) 1. of the” statutes, and the creation of section 121. 91 Mié}){f‘} 1., a to c. of

m»:»\ i

T e s

a%,“

f the statutes first apply to the calculatloftr@;f a school-district’s revenue limit for the

f§ 2008-09 school year. Mw’“ —

T St

(2) REVENUE LIMIT,N»@NE PERCENT ADJUSTMENT. The treatment of seetmn 121 91

it f‘nr the 2008=09.school year.

) (3} TRANSPORTATION AID.

i
(1) ScuooL DISTRICT 'CONSOLIDAT! The- tx:eatment of section 20.255 (2)%Y§

(fp) of the statutes and SECTION 1 of this act take effect on July 1 2008 J

(END)
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The people of the state of Wlscongtn,\ regrésented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows: TN

JOINT LEGISLATIVE C@UNCIL PREFATORY NOTE: This™ ‘hill, developed by the Joint
Legslatwe Council &Spemal Committee on Review of State School- A,;td Formula, makes

a series of changes to the school finance system in the state. T,
Thpe»”bﬂl includes provisions relating to school transportation, dechnmg én%gllment

d@tmts low-spending districts, a revenue limit flexibility option, and a grant prog‘mm\,
—~~for school consolidation feasﬂ)ﬂlty studies.

eisa

R

bion£DPI¥the mﬂes driven in the 2007 08 fiscal year to

wg; 6 ) prov1de transportatmn to and from school for public and private pupils. Excluded from
pleast \"5 this calculation are transportation to and from extracurricular activities, the
'% transportation of children with disabilities, shuttle services, and field trips. The bill
| dlrects DPI to submlt a report summarlzmg the data to the ] eglslature by May 1, 2009 ¥
} 5 . X F1%¥ %, S POPEATLEO e

that funds a portion of local transportatmn costs When that @ppx&@pﬁ‘”hon
is insufficient to cover- -eligible costs filed by school districts.. The-bill directs DPI to fully
expend the appropriation set aside-for. msportation, by increasing payments to

districtson a prorateWS’é‘é“SECTmNs 4,5:6,.17 (2) and 18 (3) of the bill.]

i DEEH NG ﬁnroument %
The bill extends the enrollment adjustment aid period for schoo%”é’t&ac@s tothree

 years. Under this approach, in the first year of an enrollment decline, a school district v
~would receive 100% of the allowable revenues that the decline would have generated. In"
the year after the decline, the district would receive an adjustment equal to 75% of. the
first—year. adjustment. In the third year after the decline year, the district would receive

an adjustment equal to 50% of the first year adjustment. [SECTIONS 11,12, 13 14, and

18 (1)]
Low Spendmg Dzstm:ts l
The bill increases the 10W~revenue ceiling for revenue hmlts"f)y $400 per pupil in
each year of the next biennium. “Thus, the 2007-08 low }Evenue ceiling would be
increased to $8,800 from the current $8“ 400 per pupil. Subsequently, the ceiling in the
2008~09 school year would be increased to $§;200 SEC’I‘ION 7.]

o
x"

Revenue Limit Flexibility Option
The bill provides school districts with” reventie.. Jlimit flexibility based on a

percentage of statewide average aﬂowablefevenue per pupii
Current revenue limits restrict the annuai increase in a Sehool district’s per pupil
revenue derived from general schoel aids, computer aid, and pro“’party taxes. Actual
general aids, computer aid, ang,fmoperty tax revenue received in the p I year are used
to establish the base year amount in order to compute the aliowable revenite increase of
the current school year. .A per pupil revenue limit i increase, which is adjuste uaﬁy
for inflation, is added‘to the base revenue per pupil for the current school year‘% For
example, in 200607, this per pupil increase is $256.93. A school district may exceed thi&w
revenue limit by recewmg voter approval at a referendum.
The ,bﬂ} allows a school board, by a 2/3 vote of its members, to increase its revenue
“-limit, on” a nonrecurring basis, by an amount equal to 1% of the statewide average
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