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AN AcT ..., relating to: special distinguishing registration plates for motorcycles

owned by veterans. v’

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, members of authorized special groups may obtain special
distinguishing registration plates for automobiles and certain other vehicles
(automobiles)“that are owned or leased by members of these groups? There are more
than 50 variations of automobile special plates related to military service, military

~—> honors, aﬂd groups éassoaated with a branch of the a%ed servic s’fmcludmg special

plates for YUS. my Veterans U.S. air force veterans s, World War 1 veterans,Korean
War veterans \%r rsian Gulf War veterans, ex—prisoners of war, persons awarded a
congressional medal of honor, persons awarded the silver star medal, and persons
awarded the purple heart medal. The only special plate available for motorcycles is
a special plate identifying the owner or lessee of the motorcycle as a veteran of the
U.S. armed forces.

Under this bill, if an applicant for a veteran’s special plate for a motorcycle
identifies himself or herself as a member of an authorized special group, or as eligible
for an automobile special plate, that is military in nature, the Department of
Transportation (DOT}Vmust affix to the motorcycle special plate a registration decal
or tag that includes certain information that appears on the automobile special
plates that are military in nature, such as the words “Korean War veteran,” “medal
of honor,” and “ex—prisoner of war.” v/

Under current law, if a member of an authorized special group for which
automobile special plates are available submits certain proof that he or she has been
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awarded a congressional medal for service in the armed forces, DOT\,must issue to
the person a decal, similar in appearance to the medal awarded, to be displayed on
the rear registration plate of the person’s vehicle.” This bill requires DOT to also
issue, under the same conditions, decals for display on veterans’ special plates for
motorcycles. V'

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill. v

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

X X %
SEcTION 1. 341.08 (2) (f) of the statutes is created to read:

v
v 341.08 (2) () If the application is for registration of a motorcycle under s. 341.14

v
(6w), an opportunity for the applicant to identify himself or herself as a member of
v

an authorized special group, or as eligible for special plates, as provided in s. 341.14
(6w). v
SECTION%‘. 341.142 of the statutes is amevgded to read:

v/ 341.142 Veterans honorary medal decals. If any person who is registering
or has registered a vehicle specified in s. 341.14 (6r) (b) 1{0r @ 6w \/submits a
statement from the U.S. department of veterans affairs certifying to the department
that the person has been awarded a medal authorized under an act of congress
relating to that person’s service in the U.S. armed forces, as defined in s. 40.02 (57m),
the department shall, free of charge, procure, issue and deliver to that veteran one
decal, similar in appearance to the medal awarded to that veteran, for each motor
vehicle registered in the name of that veteran. Notwithstanding s. 341.61 (3), a decal
issued under this section shall be displayed in the manner directed by the
department on the rear registration plate of the vehicle registered in the name of the

veteran to whom the decal was issued. The department shall specify one
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1 combination of colors and design for each medal authorized under an act of congress
2 for which a statement has been received by the department under this section, except
3 that the department may not specify the colors or design unless the colors and design
4 are approved in writing by the state department of veterans affairs. Not more than
5 one decal may be issued under this section for each motor vehicle registered in the
6 name of a veteran.

. History: 1995 a. 445, .
(7 SEcTION §. Initial applicability.

8 (1) This act first applies to applications for original or renewal vehicle
9 registration received by the gepartment of t‘;ansportation‘/on the effective date of this
10 subsggtion.
1) SECTION 4. Effective date.

12 _——> INSERT BJ

13 ' (END)
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(/ TO ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,’ )

N\
TO 2?67 SENATE BILL M
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/. At-the-ocations indicated, amend the Substitute amendment-as-follows: )

Page-1388 tine 3 after that line insert: T

Poerongma) o1 S il .
ECTION 4*4%’4 Yaec

341.14 (6w) of the statutes is amended to read:
¥341.14 (6w) Upon application to register a motorcycle by any person who is a

resident of this state and a veteran of the U.S. armed forces, the department shall
issue to the person a special plate whose colors and design shall indicate that the
vehicle is owned by a veteran of the U.S. armed forces. The department shall specify
the design of the special plate. Notwithstanding s. 341.13 (2m), the special plate

shall be colored red, white, and blue and be 4 inches by 7 inches in size. An additional

fee of $15 shall be charged for the issuance or reissuance of the plate. If the applicant

v
identifies himself or herself in the application as a member of an authorized special

. v v oS,y
group described in sub. (6r) (f) 1. to 19.. 20. to 32.. 49. to 49s., or 51. the department
\
AN
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v
shall affix to the plate issued under this subsection a registration decal or tag that
e
includes the name of this authorized special group and the symbol representing this

| end ofF twnsert A

4679, Tine 20: after that line nsert — —~

special group{& 7/

s{takes effect on first day of the 5th month

beginning after PUbliCatiw%»

g’?"“"?;
end oF iwserd &
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. ?3 If the applicant identifies himself or herself in the application as eligible for the
— ( ne ) ;g o
special plates issued under sub. (5) and submits proper proof of eligibility. the

oo
dep_artment\/shall affix to the plate issued under this subsection a registration decal

or tag that incorporates a significant element of the design of the special plates issued
R4
under sub. (5). If the applicant identifies himself or herself in the application as

v o
eligible for the special plates issued under sub. (6) and submits proper proof of
v
eligibility, the department shall affix to the plate issued under this subsection a
4 v
registration decal or tag displaving the words “ex-—prisoner of war.” The department
e

N v v
shall not issue é decal or tag under both this\gubsection ands. 341.142 for the same
v ;
medal. /

v
end ok insert 2-2 o inserk A
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Date bk

ATTN: Mike Schoenfield

v v oo
As requested, the attached draft is derived from budget amendment draft LRBb1125.
Now that I have more time to examine the issue, I have modified the draft somewhat
from the LRBb1125 version to make it more complete. v~

o v .
Many of the same issues raised in the drafter’s note to LRBb1125 are still present.””
Most significantly, I cannot predict how much of a burden;the@ will impose on DOT. B
I also cannot predict whether the smaller motorcycle plates can accommodate all of the

information required under the(bill. I highly recommend that you discuss these issues
with DOT.v -t

I believe the attached draft will result in a 1gn1f1cant cost to DOT. Do you want to
increase the DMV approprlatmn to cover the additional costs to DMV %reated by the

e A,cag’f

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.wisconsin.gov
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July 26, 2007

ATTN: Mike Schoenfield

As requested, the attached draft is derived from budget amendment draft LRBb1125.
Now that I have more time to examine the issue, I have modified the draft somewhat
from the LRBb1125 version to make it more complete.

Many of the same issues raised in the drafter’s note to LRBb1125 are still present.
Most significantly, I cannot predict how much of a burden the draft will impose on DOT.
I also cannot predict whether the smaller motorcycle plates can accommodate all of the
information required under the draft. I highly recommend that you discuss these
issues with DOT.

I believe the attached draft will result in a significant cost to DOT. Do you want to
increase the DMV appropriation to cover the additional costs to DMV created by the
draft?

Aaron R. Gary

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 261-6926

E-mail: aaron.gary@legis.wisconsin.gov
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