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2005 - 2008 LEGISLATURE LRB- 1774

2005 ASSEMBLY BILL 98

7

February 8, 2005 - Introduced by Representatives AINSWORTH, ALBERS, BIES§
FREESE, GUNDERSON. HINES, OTT. OWENS, SHERIDAN, SHILLING, TOWNSEND and
VAN Roy, cosponsored by Senator A. LASEE. Referred to Committee 013
Highway Safety.
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1 AN A amend 29.924 (2), 347.06 (1), 347.06 (4), 347.09 (1) (intro.), 347.10 (4),

2 347.12 (1) (intro.) and 347.13 (1); and to create 347.06 (1m) of the statutes;

3 other reqmred lamps on vehicles to be
fisank e Cond arang

4 fhed/and providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, no person may operate a vehicle upon a highway during

hours of darkness unless any required headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps
/‘}\ef the vehicle are lighted. A person who violates this requirement may be required

to pay a forfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $20 for a first offense and not
less than $25 nor more than $50 for a second or subsequent conviction within a year.

This bill provides that these lamps must also be lighted whenever climatic
conditions limit visibility such that objects on a highway are not clearly discernible
at a distance of 500 feet from the front of the vehicle. A person who violates this
provision is subject to the same minimum and maximum forfeiture amounts that
may be imposed for failure to use these lamps during hours of darkness.
Ve " For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be prmted as-,
Lan append1x to this bill. . >

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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ASSEMBLY BILL 98 SECTION 1
1 SEcTION 1. 29.924 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
2 29.924 (2) DRIVING WITHOUT HEADLIGHTS. In the performance of their law
3 enforcement duties, wardens may operate motor vehicles owned or ‘Ieased by the
4 department upon a highway, other than an interstate, a state trunk highway or any
5 highway within the limits of any incorporated area, during hours of darkness or g
7
9 driving will aid in the accomplishment of a lawful arrest for violation of thisﬁchapter
10 or in ascertaining whether a violation of this chapter has been or is about to be
11 committed. Any civil action or proceeding brought against any warden operating a
12 motor vehicle under this subsection is subject to ss. 893.82 and 895.46.
| INSERT 212 —>>
139 SECTION 2. 347.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
14 347.06 (1) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person rr;a%/ operate a,
ff;;«’?"%\ Q?’ %a}{‘g ?ﬁ & Lo gfﬁﬁ 4 B i%’%;’? ’*%%éﬁ
15}} vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness\%inless all headlamps, tail lamps A
S o 2
16 and clearance lamps with which sueh the vehicle is required to be equipped’y are
17 lighted. Parkm lamps as defined described in s. 347.27 shall may not be used for
18 this purpose. '
. fm@% 2-9
/19 SecTIiON 3. 347.06 (1m) of the statutes is created to read: .
; 20 347.06 (1m) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a
21 vehicle upon a highway whenever climatic conditions limit visibility such that
% 22 objects on the highway are not clearly discernible at 500 feet from the front of the 2 o
3 23 vehicle unless all headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps with which the vehicle g
24 is required to be equipped with are lighted. Parking lamps as described in s. 347.27 §§
§ 25 may not be used for this purpose. This subsection does not apply if lamps that are /

-
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ASSEMBLY BILL 98 SECTION 3
1 automatically activated whenever the vehicle is started are in use, if the headlamps‘ 1
2 are of sufficient intensity to satisfy the requirements for daytime running lampsf ;
k?» under 49 CFR 571.108, S5.5.11 (a).

4\% SECTION 4. 347.06 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

5 347.06 (4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11), may operate

6 a vehicle owned or leased by the department of natural resources upon a highway

7 during hours of darkness or whenever climatic conditions lifnit visibility such that

8 /65 ects on ¢ he’hlhwavare not caldlscermble at 900 feet from the front of the
10 perfofance of the warden’s duties under s. 29.924 (2).
11 SeEcTION 5. 347.09 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
12 347.09 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway during
13 hours of darkness {)r Asublect to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06 (1m). whenever }
14 //cg/;ic conditions limit visibility such that objects on the highway are not clearly/

} ’ gmmx 5 PPriod ok §s§s€‘§”§,§

15 discernible at 500 feet from the front of the Vehlclei}))g\zmless such the vehicle s “\f
16 equipped as follows:
17 SECTION 6. 347.10 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
18
19
20
21
22 thereof of the motor vehicle cable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet ahead
23 in lieu of lamps required by subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operated at
24 a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour. No lighted lamp under this subsection shall
25 have any type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light emitted when
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1 the lighted lamp is in use. This subsection does not apply to any type of decorative

2 covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.

3 SECTION 7. 347.12 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

4 347.12 (1) (intro.) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway

5 during hours of darknessz’or subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06 (1m).* (/é”

!
6 'héhever hmat1ccond1t10ns limit visibility such that oblects onthe
7 ” —
8 d1str1but10n of light or composite beam dlrected high- nough and of sufficient

; ffﬁ;;j; to re:/eal a person or vég:::ﬂl:wat a safe distance in advance of the vehicle,

10 subject to the following requirements and limitations:

r
7

'

3‘

11 SecTION 8. 347.13 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
12 347.13 (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or
.13 semitrailer upon a highway during hours of darkness jor. Subiect to the exceptions 3’2’“”
415
\
116
1Z——equipped with at least one tail lamp mounted on the rear which, when lighted during
18 hours of darkness, emits a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the
| 19 rear. No tail lamp shall have any type of decorative covering that restricts the
% 20 amount of light emitted when the tail lamp is in use. No vehicle originally equipped
% 21 at the time of manufacture and sale with 2 tail lamps shall be operated upon a
22 highway during hours of darkness r. s'u‘bi’ect to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06
23

(lm). whenever climatic conditions limit visibility such that objects on the highway

7
{
{
%

are not clearly discernible at 500 feet from the front of the vehiclé nless both sueh

25 lamps are in good working order. This subsection does not apply to any type of
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1 decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture
2 and sale.
3 (END)
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/MmMENDMENT 1,

TO 2005 ASSEMBLY BILL 98—

March 15, 2005 - Offered by Representative PETROWSKI.

1 At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

2 i? 1. Page 2, line 6: delete the material beginning with “whenever” and ending
3 with “vehicle” on line 7 and substitute “during a period of limited visibility”.

4 jz. Page 2, line 8: delete “(1) or (1m)”.

A

T2

2 J 3. Page 2, line 12: after that line insert:

) ECTION\% 340.01 (43d) of the statutes is created to read: \

Y
%
%

7 340.01 (43d) “Period of limited visibility” means any time that climatic E
8 conditions limit visibility such that obj%ggﬂgwhighway are not clearly discernible f
9 at 500 feet from the front of arvehicle.g’.
10 /4. Page 2, line 15: after “darkness” insert “or during a period of limited

11 visibility”.
12 /5. Page 2, line 16: delete “equipped with” and substitute “equipped”.
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\;’? 7. Page 2, line 19: delete the matrial beginning with that line and ending with
6 page 3, line 3.

7 APaged, li : “with’,

8 j 9. Page 3, line 7: delete the material beginning with “whenever” and ending
9 with “vehicle” on line 9 and substitute “during a period of limited visibility”.

¥

10 “g 10. Page 3, line 13: delete the material beginning with “or,” and ending with

11 “vehicle” on line 15 and substitute “or during a period of limited visibility”.
/
12 v 11. Page 3, line 18: delete the material beginning with “or,” and ending with

13 “vehicle” on line 21 and substitute “or during a period of limited visibility”.
14 élz. Page 4, line 5: delete the material beginning with “or.” and ending with

15 “vehicle” on line 7 and substitute “or during a period of limited visibility”.

16 J 13. Page 4, line 13: delete the material beginning with “or.” and ending with

17 “vehicle” on line 16 and substitute “or during a period of limited visibility”.

18 J 14. Page 4, line 22: delete the material beginning with “or,” and ending with

19 “vehicle” on line 24 and substitute “or during a period of limited visibility".
20 (END)
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DRAFTER’S NOTE LRB-37672d%
FROM THE BAB:./.....
LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE BUREAU WL

ATTN: Jason Rostan

The attached draft has been prepared in preliminary form. Please review the draft
carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent. Your request specified that
several statutes requiring the use of headlamps and tail lamps while operating a motor
vehicle, mobile home, trailer, or semitrailer during hours of darkness be amended to
require the use of those lights during a period of limited visibility. I note that there are
a number of other statutes in chapters 346 and 347 that also require use/ of lights
during hours of darkness. Spedifically, those statutes include: ss. 346.05 (2) (highway
maintenance vehicles); 347.16 (vehicles over 80 inches in width); 347.23 (1) and (4)
(highway maintenance V%hiclesj; 347.24 (1) (a) (implements of husbandry); 347.24 (2)
(animal-drawn vehicles); 347.26 (11) (b) and 347.27 (1) (parking)! 347.28 (2
(explosives or flammable liquid tragsporter ); 347.29 (1) (intro.) and (3) (intré
(vehicles left standing on a highway); and 347.489 (1) (bicycles, motor bicycles,and <
electric personal assistive mobility devices). Would you like to amend any of those
statutes to require the use of vehicle lights during periods of limited visibility?

I noticed that AA1 to 2005 AB 98, on page 2, line 4, provides an exception for daytime
running lights under “49 CFR 571.08 S5.5.11 (a),” which appears to be a typographical

or because there is no such federal code provision. I have instead substituted 49
CFR 571.108 S55.5.11 (a),jwhich I believe is the correct federal code provision; however,
you may wish to confirm with the Department of Transportation that this citation is
now correct.

Brett A. Balinsky

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7380

E-mail: brett.balinsky@legis.wisconsin.gov
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January 17, 2008

ATTN: Jason Rostan

The attached draft has been prepared in preliminary form. Please review the draft
carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent. Your request specified that
several statutes requiring the use of headlamps and tail lamps while operating a motor
vehicle, mobile home, trailer, or semitrailer during hours of darkness be amended to
require the use of those lights during a period of limited visibility. I note that there are
a number of other statutes in chapters 346 and 347 that also require use of lights
during hours of darkness. Specifically, those statutes include: ss. 346.05(2) (highway
maintenance vehicles); 347.16 (vehicles over 80 inches in width); 347.23 (1) and (4)
(highway maintenance vehicles); 347.24 (1) (a) (implements of husbandry); 347.24 (2)
(animal-drawn vehicles); 347.26 (11) (b) and 347.27 (1) (parking); 347.28 (2)
(explosives or flammable liquid transporters); 347.29 (1) (intro.) and (3) (intro.)
(vehicles left standing on a highway); and 347.489 (1) (bicycles, motor bicycles, and
electric personal assistive mobility devices). Would you like to amend any of those
statutes to require the use of vehicle lights during periods of limited visibility?

I noticed that AA1 to 2005 AB 98, on page 2, line 4, provides an exception for daytime
running lights under “49 CFR 571.08 S5.5.11 (a),” which appears to be a typographical
error because there is no such federal code provision. I have instead substituted “49
CFR 571.108 S5.5.11 (a),” which I believe is the correct federal code provision; however,
you may wish to confirm with the Department of Transportation that this citation is
now correct.

Brett A. Balinsky

Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 267-7380

E-mail: brett.balinsky@legis.wisconsin.gov



Page 1 of 1

Parisi, Lori

From: Rostan, Jason

Sent:  Friday, January 18, 2008 1:28 PM | B vz, CéS %{; 40 'Lﬁ / /

To: Parisi, Lori

Subject: RE: Draft review? LRB 07-3767
limited by inclemgnt weathet.

ic: Requiring headlights and required lamps to be lit when visibility

The bill looks good. You could jacket it for the Assembly.

From: Parisi, Lori
Sent: Thursday, January 17, 2008 2:16 PM
To: Rep.Lothian

Subject: Draft review: LRB 07-3767/P1 Topic: Requiring headlights and required lamps to be lit when visibility limited by
inclement weather.

Following is the PDF version of draft LRB 07-3767/P1 and drafter's note.

01/22/2008
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end 29.924 (2), 347.06 (1), 347.06 (4), 347.09 (1) (intro.), 347.10 (4),

1 AN AcT

2 347.12 (1) (intro.) and 347.13 (1); and fo create 340.01 (43d) of the statutes;
3 relating to: requiring headlights and other required lamps on vehicles to be
4 lighted when visibility is limited by climatic conditions and providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, no person may operate a vehicle upon a highway during
hours of darkness unless any required headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps
on the vehicle are lighted. A person who violates this requirement may be required
to pay a forfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $20 for a first offense and not
less than $25 nor more than $50 for a second or subsequent conviction within a year.

This bill provides that these lamps must also be lighted whenever climatic
conditions limit visibility such that objects on a highway are not clearly discernible
at a distance of 500 feet from the front of the vehicle. A person who violates this
provision is subject to the same minimum and maximum forfeiture amounts that
may be imposed for failure to use these lamps during hours of darkness.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

5 SECTION 1. 29.924 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 1

29.924 (2) DRIVING WITHOUT HEADLIGHTS. In the performance of their law
enforcement duties, wardens may operate motor vehicles owned or leased by the |
department upon a highway, other than an interstate, a state trunk highway or any
highway within the limits of any incorporated area, during hours of darkness or
during a period of limited visibility without lighted headlamps, tail lamps, or
clearance lamps, contrary to s. 347.06, if the driving will aid in the accomplishment
of a lawful arrest for violation of this chapter or in ascertaining whether a violation
of this chapter has been or is about to be committed. Any civil action or proceeding
brought against any warden operating a motor vehicle under this subsection is
subject to ss. 893.82 and 895.46.

SECTION 2. 340.01 (43d) of the statutes is created to read:

340.01 (43d) “Period of limited visibility” means any time that climatic
conditions limit visibility such that objects on a highway are not clearly discernible
at 500 feet from the front of a vehicle.

SECTION 3. 347.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.06 (1) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a
vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness or during a period of limited
visibility unless all headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps with which sueh the
vehicle is required to be equipped are lighted. Parking lamps as defined described
in s. 347.27 shall may not be used for this purpose. This subsection does not apply

if lambs that are automatically activated whenever the vehicle is started are in use,

if the headlamps are of sufficient intensity to satisfv the requirements for daytime

running lamps under 49 CFR 571.108, S5.5.11 (a).
SECTION 4. 347.06 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 4

347.06 (4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11), may operate
a vehicle owned or leased by the department of natural resources upon a highway
during hours of darkness or during a period of limited visibility without lighted
headlamps, tail lamps, or clearance lamps in the performance of the warden’s duties
under s. 29.924 (2).

SECTION 5. 347.09 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.09 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway during
hours of darkness or during a period of limited visibility, unless sueh the vehicle is
equipped as follows:

SECTION 6. 347.10 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.10 (4) Any motor vehicle may be operated during hours of darkness or
during a period of limited visibility when equipped with 2 lighted lamps upon the

front thereof of the motor vehicle capable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet

ahead in lieu of lamps required by subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operated
at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour. No lighted lamp under this subsection shall
have any type of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light emitted when
the lighted lamp is in use. This subsection does not apply to any type of decorative
covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.

SECTION 7. 347.12 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.12 (1) (intro.) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway
during hours of darkness or during a period of limited visibility, the operator shall
use a distribution of light or composite beam directed high enough and of sufficient
intensity to reveal a person or vehicle at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle,
subject to the following requirements and limitations:

SECTION 8. 347.13 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
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SECTION 8
347.13 (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or
semitrailer upon a highway during hours of darkness or during a period of limited
visibility unless sach the motor vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or semitrailer is
equipped with at least one tail lamp mounted on the rear which, when lighted during
hours of darkness, emits a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the
rear. No tail lamp shall have any type of decorative covering that restricts the
amount of light emitted when the tail lamp is in use. No vehicle originally equipped
at the time of manufacture and sale with 2 tail lamps shall be operated upon a
highway during hours of darkness or during a period of limited visibility unless both
suech lamps are in good working order. This subsection does not apply to any type of
decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of manufacture
and sale.

(END)



