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Committee on Education 

 
Assembly Bill 697 

Relating to: virtual charter schools. 

By Representatives Davis, LeMahieu, Pridemore, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Honadel, 

Kramer, Lothian, Moulton, Mursau, Musser, Nass, Nygren, A. Ott, Petersen, Roth, 

Strachota, Vos, Vukmir, M. Williams, Zipperer, Murtha and Ziegelbauer; cosponsored by 

Senators Olsen, Leibham, Darling, Roessler and Kedzie. 

 

January 14, 2008 Referred to Committee on Education. 

 

January 16, 2008 PUBLIC HEARING HELD 

 

Present: (10) Representatives Davis, Newcomer, Nass, 

Townsend, Vukmir, Nygren, Pope-Roberts, 

Mason, Van Akkeren, Hixson. 

Absent: (0) None. 

 

Appearances For 

 Brett Davis, Oregon — Representative, 80th Assembly District 

 Dan LeMahieu — Representative, 59th Assembly District 

 Luther Olsen — Senator, 14th Senate District 

 Les Bieneman, Monroe 

 Cindy Ditter, Monroe 

 John Ditter, Monroe 

 Carly Bausch, Oregon 

 Christopher Bartley, Oregon 

 Jennifer Schmitt, Oregon 

 Heather Mailloux, Oregon 

 Lisa Wilcox, Oregon 

 Carol Bausch, Oregon 

 Alberta Darling, Milwaukee — Senator, 8th Senate District 

 Larry Brown, Monroe — School District of Monroe 

 Ron Olson, Monroe — School District of Monroe 

 Bill Harbron — Northern Ozaukee School District 

 Barb Peterka — Northern Ozaukee School District 

 Michael Skurek — Northern Ozaukee School District 

 Kurt Bergland — Northern Ozaukee School District 

 Connie Conine — Northern Ozaukee School District 

 Oliver Burrows, Schofield 

 Bill Baumgart, Waukesha — Waukesha School District 



 David Schmidt, Waukesha — Waukesha School District 

 Lee Allinger, Appleton — Appleton School District 

 Linda Dawson, Appleton — Appleton School District 

 Michelle Mueller, Appleton — Wisconsin Connections 

Academy 

 Nichole Schweitzer, Appleton — Wisconsin Connections 

Academy 

 Connie Radtke, Appleton — Appleton School District 

 Dwight Clough, Sun Prairie 

 Donna Dunbar, Neenah 

 Aiden Dunbar, Neenah 

 Kaye Martin, Muskego 

 Jennifer Trattner, Glendale 

 Kathy Hennings, Cedarburg 

 Joni Burgin, Grantsburg — Grantsburg School District 

 Josh Waxx, Grantsburg — Grantsburg School District 

 Dan Hanrahon, West Bend 

 Christina King, Neenah 

 Leslie Steinhaus, Whitewater — Dr., JEDI Virtual School 

 Michael Swartz, Jefferson — JEDI Virtual School 

 Ron Dayton, Cambridge — JEDI Virtual School 

 Rick Chandler — WI Coalition of Virtual School Families 

 Rose Fernandez — Wisconsin Coalition of Virtual School 

Families 
 

Appearances Against 

 Jennifer Kammerud, Madison — Department of Public 

Instruction 

 Lucy Brown, Madison — WEAC 

 Larry Kaseman, Stoughton — WI Parents Association 

 Bret Willoughby, Madison 
 

Appearances for Information Only 

 None. 
 

Registrations For 

 Ted Kanavas — Senator, 33rd Senate District 

 Mark Honadel — Representative, 21st Assembly District 

 Jeff Mursau, Crivitz — Representative, 36th Assembly District 

 Robin Vos — Representative, 63rd Assembly District 

 Sharon Billman, Stoughton 

 Jeriah Billman, Stoughton 

 Mary Magnor, Brookfield 

 Beth Roeder, Franksville 

 Susan Del Rosario, New Franken 



 Nicole Oberlie, New Franken 

 Wendy Brown, Middleton 

 Kris Mathesius, Milton 

 Anne Silveus, Janesville 

 Steve Mathesius, Milton 

 Gary Blihovde, Janesville 

 Paula Van Dyck, DePere 

 John Van Dyck, DePere 

 Julie Blihovde, Janesville 

 Jennie Kuepper, Green Bay 

 Heriberto Reyes, Waterford 

 Grace Shearer, Milton 

 Jake Shillinglaw, Westfield 

 Anna Shillinglaw, Westfield 

 Gwen Shillinglaw, Westfield 

 Kirk Shillinglaw, Westfield 

 Jody Koehn, Oconomowoc 

 Mike Koehn, Oconomowoc 

 Andrew Maris, Stratford 

 Camara Kulp, Stratford 

 Piotr Balenkowski, Pleasant Prairie 

 Melissa Balenkowski, Pleasant Prairie 

 Sky Sangabriel, Two Rivers 

 Emily Driscoll, Neenah 

 Anne-Marie Driscoll, Neenah 

 Sarah King, Neenah 

 Elisha King, Neenah 

 Pollyanna Rogers, Brookfield 

 Geoffrey Rogers, Brookfield 

 Royce Chechowitz, Elkhorn 

 Luke Chechowitz, Elkhorn 

 Jacob Chechowitz, Elkhorn 

 Ellie Chechowitz, Elkhorn 

 Lydia Chechowitz, Elkhorn 

 Daniel England, Elkhorn 

 Kim England, Elkhorn 

 Maureen McGuire, Beaver Dam 

 Melissa Puchalla, Kiel 

 Hannah Leming, Milton 

 Sigrid Balenkowski, Pleasant Prairie 

 Jessica Vogel, Westfield 

 Merria Vogel, Westfield 

 Elizabeth Vogel, Westfield 

 Sandra Vogel, Westfield 



 Darrell Vogel, Westfield 

 Sheri Holt, Prairie du Sac 

 Suzanne Euller, Janesville 

 Michelle Richins, Janesville 

 Kithara Vogel, Mequon 

 Clarice Hagen, Watertown 

 Joseph Vogel, Mequon 

 Tony Vogel, Mequon 

 Tammie Vogel, Mequon 

 Lynn Eglehon, Colfax 

 Barbara Lee, West Allis 

 Irene Pedersen, Racine 

 Charity Pedersen, Racine 

 Krista Pedersen, Racine 

 Hans Pedersen, Racine 

 Deb Barron, Trevor 

 Ann Alonzo, Fond du Lac 

 Nola Westphal, Menomonie 

 Ryan Westphal, Menomonie 

 Beth Westphal, Menomonie 

 Christine Lohr, Two Rivers 

 Patty Lohr, Two Rivers 

 Tim Lohr, Two Rivers 

 Andrea Lohr, Two Rivers 

 Nathan Lohr, Two Rivers 

 Hans Clough, Sun Prairie 

 Cheryl Frye, Waukesha 

 Catherine Michalsen, Fond du Lac 

 Sam Scherrer, Eau Claire 

 Zack Scherrer, Eau Claire 

 Nicholas Scherrer, Eau Claire 

 Lessa Scherrer, Eau Claire 

 Michael Dieffenbach, Milwaukee 

 Sylvia Dieffenbach, Milwaukee 

 Warren Dieffenbach, Milwaukee 

 Polly Englehorn, Colfax 

 Judy Whalen, Brooklyn 

 Kristine Diener, Pewaukee 

 Patricia Pugac, New Berlin 

 Lisa Klemm, Sussex 

 Maria Kremer, Waukesha 

 Thomas Kremer, Waukesha 

 Joe Kremer, Waukesha 

 Michael Kremer, Waukesha 



 Joanne Kremer, Waukesha 

 Carlyn Haas, Sobieski 

 Renee Nygaard, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Jon Schiel, Janesville 

 Tina Busch, Delavan 

 David Busch, Delavan 

 Pamela  Predick, Delevan 

 Betty Matusik, Grand Island 

 Jessica Billman, Stoughton 

 Jacob Billman, Stoughton 

 Charles Hagen, Watertown 

 Todd Puchalla, Kiel 

 Brenda VonHirsch, Merrill 

 Annette Anderle, Appleton 

 Taran Welchlin, Kendall 

 Dana Welchlin, Kendall 

 Javier Fernandez, Mukwonago 

 Blanche Hoefs, Tomah 

 Beth Kositzke, Deerfield 

 Don Kositzke, Deerfield 

 Jane Kruse, Holmen 

 Jennifer Gillins, Janesville 

 Ronda Cates, Stevens Point 

 Michelle Maas, Sussex 

 Dan Hanrahan, West Bend 

 Kipp Hulguist, Buffalo City 

 Tamra Thomson, Holmen 

 Jeff Thomson, Holmen 

 Allen Bausch, Oregon 

 Heather Kugel, Oregon 

 Jerry Schutz, Kiel — Kiel Area School Dist 

 Amos Dillon, Mondovi 

 Wendy Krump, Ettrick 

 Lynn Austin, Green Bay 

 Marjorie Altman, Fox Point 

 Michelle Machtel, Milwaukee 

 Joseph Machtel, Milwaukee 

 Christopher Machtel, Milwaukee 

 William Machtel, Milwaukee 

 Savannah Dillon, Mondovi 

 Sharon Dillon, Mondovi 

 Mike Dillon, Mondovi 

 Sekaidah Dillon, Mondovi 

 Samantha Herrmann, Menomonie Falls 



 Celina Brault, Cedarburg 

 Kaiden Schneider, Madison 

 Dakota Downing, Madison 

 Chase Brouillette, Fredonia 

 Katie Lecato, Grafton 

 Bailey Lecato, Grafton 

 Sheri Mounts, Cedarburg 

 Jessica Mounts, Cedarburg 

 Eric Medina, Menomonie Falls 

 Brad Olson, Saukville 

 Abby Brouillette, Fredonia 

 Liz Wedereit, Saukville 

 Jeri Liebergen, Saukville 

 Kim Clough, Sun Prairie 

 Liza Clough, Sun Prairie 

 Thomas Irizarry, Green Bay 

 Janice Medina, Menomonee Falls 

 Rohnda Herrmann, Menomonee Falls 

 Lisa Goeke, Racine 

 Debra Schmidt, Madison 

 Sarah Carlson, Racine 

 Mindy Mulryan-Gehin, Belleville 

 Margaret Brunette, Monroe 

 Maureen McGuire, Monroe 

 Denice Brunner, Greenfield 

 Karen Rajek, Fon du Lac 

 Trudy Vanness, Fon du Lac 

 Lola Luttig, Richland Center 

 Lori Prichard, Muskego 

 Kady Lovelady, Big Bend 

 Luke Lovelady, Big Bend 

 Lori Lovelady, Big Bend 

 Sarah Schneider, Madison 

 Ken Schneider, Madison 

 Patrick Bird, Glendale 

 Matthew Krolik, Milwaukee 

 Michelle Krolik, Milwaukee 

 Brittany Krolik, Milwaukee 

 Emma  Bird, Glendale 

 Evan Haas, Sobieski 

 Joel Haas, Sobieski 

 Connor Dunn, Gremantown 

 Tina Rabideau, Chippewa Falls 

 Jim Rebideau, Chippewa Falls 



 Amanda Wilcan, Chippewa Falls 

 Alex Rabideau, Chippewa Falls 

 Jeff Schaal, Monroe 

 Matthew Steffecle, Monroe 

 Linda Go, Milwaukee 

 Nancy Peerenboom, Poynette 

 Kathy Kolbow, Mayville 

 Jake Kollow, Mayville 

 Emily Dunn, Germantown 

 Alanna Dunn, Germantown 

 Elly Bird, Glendale 

 Sarah Peloquin, Onalaska 

 Laura Peloquin, La Crosse 

 Holli Grams, Janesville 

 Cheryl Trotter, Beloit 

 Michael Synowicz, Milwaukee 

 Margueritte Herbst-Synowicz, Milwaukee 

 Katja Mathesius, Milton 

 JoAnn Mansur, Augusta 

 Aliya Kulp, Stratford 

 Joe Von Hirsch, Merrill 

 Anna Von Hirsch, Merrill 

 Kandy Stockdale, Hillsboro 

 Stephen Stockdale, Hillsboro 

 Nathan Stockdale, Hillsdoro 

 Eric VonHirsch, Merrill 

 Theresa irizarry, Green Bay 

 Chas Haas, Sobieski 

 Jannifer Hegle, Janesville 

 Lexi Hegle, Janesville 

 Ali Hegle, Janesville 

 Austin Hegle, Janesville 

 Abrianna hegle, Janesville 

 Alayna Hegle, Janesville 

 Andrew Hegle, Janesville 

 Michelle Hoffland, Janesville 

 Samuel Hoffland, Janesville 

 Isaiah Hoffland, Janesville 

 Elijah Hoffland, Janesville 

 Patrick Billman, Stoughton 

 Trinity Raddenbach, Janesville 

 Shelly Roddenbach, Janesville 

 Matthew Silveus, Janesville 

 Nicholas Silveus, Janesville 



 Lynsie Richins, Janesville 

 Allysia Richins, Janesville 

 Robyn Shearer, Milton 

 Isabella Shearer, Milton 

 Munuzzu Sultan, Appleton 

 Daniel Link, Mayville 

 Tammylin Link, Mayville 

 Shawn Savka, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Sara Savka, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Patricia McCarthy, Two Rivers 

 Nathan Edwards, Manitowoc 

 Jesse Daso, Fredonia 

 Heidi Bird, Glendale 

 Shari Dunn, Germantown 

 David Winemiller, Marshfield 

 Christine Winemiller, Marshfield 

 Sandi Schreib, Whitewater 

 Amy Pease, Fort Atkinson 

 Allan Mailloux, Oregon 

 Lorraine Shillingstad, Oregon 

 Frederick Schmitt, Oregon 

 Stephanie Bartley, Oregon 

 Sandra Sesvold, West Salem 

 Leslie Paun, Delavan 

 Carol Paur, Delavan 

 Peter Hartman, Blachardville 

 Sheri Hartman, Blanchardville 

 Beth Morrison, Dousman 

 Monica Leach, New Franken 

 Martin Brown, Mequon 

 Micah Mundy, Belmont 

 Katie Rausch, Deerfield 

 Joyce Brown, Mequon 

 Amanda Scherienbroch, Oneida 

 Tina Rohr, Oneida 

 Robert Fink, Oneida 

 Dave Brown, Saukville 

 Brian Dunbar, Neenah 

 Barbara Renner, New Lisbon 

 Paul VanNatta, Rice Lake 

 Mario Ponce, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Kristie Ponce, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Eric Conn, Oshkosh 

 Angela Coenen, Fremont 



 Sarah Quinones, Madison 

 Linda Kostelyna, Madison 

 Jon Williamson, Eau Claire 

 Lori Brehm, Neenah 

 Lina Palionis, Lone Rock 

 Ian Brost, Neenah 

 Sarah Mundy, Belmont 

 Samantha Lewis, Baraboo 

 Erin Hause, Baraboo 

 Ethan Dekelvon, Sun Prairie 

 Debra Dekelvor, Sun Prairie 

 Jeffery Dekelver, Sun Prairie 

 Becky Dekelver, Sun Prairie 

 Mary Wald, Orfordville 

 Amy Collins, Oshkosh 

 Nancy Friedly, Juda 

 Charlie Wald, Orfordville 

 Cheryl Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 John Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 Heather Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 Sydney Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 Zachariah Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 Emily Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 Tiffany Mankowski, Sun Prairie 

 Malissabeth Friedly, Juda 

 Sarah Marcis, Stratford 

 Laura Kulp, Stratford 

 Barbara Fenske, Sheboygan 

 Robert Fenske, Dunbar 

 Rebecca Eckstrom, Oconto 

 Chris Gaylord, Sauk City 

 Larry Brick, Waterford 

 Phyllis Brick, Waterford 

 Kevin Schmid, West Bend 

 Bruce Yohe, Sister Bay 

 Linda Yohe, Sister Bay 

 Joel Osborn, Milton 

 Suzette O'Hern, Sturgeon Bay 

 Cheryl Merriman, Baileys Hollow 

 Randy Schwartz, Dane 

 Janice Hamilton, Cottage Grove 

 Family Pelocwin, Antigo 

 Alan Pauls, Dane 

 Mary Jo Pauls, Dane 



 Jacqueline Jugenheimer, Madison 

 Ingo Bensch, Madison 

 Brian Mulholland, Madison 

 Cynthia Liu, Madison 

 Jeanne Coerper, Holmem 

 Hilary Schwartz, Dane 

 Dave Sesvok, West Salem 

 Jessica Barnes, Stevens Point 

 Nolan Pluke, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Linda Pluke, Wisconsin Rapids 

 Bridget Emery, Prairie du Sac 

 Katherine Siegman, McFarland 

 Pam Lindauer, Eau Claire 

 Reed Lindauer, Eau Claire 

 Paige Lindauer, Eau Claire 

 Kate Lindauer, Eau Claire 

 Jean Stube, McFarland 

 Debra Dekevar, Sun Prairie 

 Jeff Dekevar, Sun Prairie 

 Cori Salchert, Sheboygan 

 Kay Dimeo, McFarland 

 Aaron Dimeo, McFarland 

 Stacy Sorensen, Eagle 

 Jonelle Erickson, Wild Rose 

 Rachael Lewandorski, Janesville 

 Amy Rosno, Eagle 

 Eva  Hunt, Plymouth 

 Justina Johnson, Plymouth 

 Suzanne Franson, Monroe 

 Dena O'Brien, Janesville 

 Jenni Freitag, DeForest 

 Judy Ricci, Madison 

 Todd Ricci, Madison 

 Michelle Homann, Madison 

 Tim Homann, Madison 

 Heidi Robertson, Monroe 

 Michelle Schoettler, Racine 

 Jennifer Lee, West Bend 

 Bridget Jamieson, Fredonia 

 Aaron Jozwiak, West Bend 

 Alec Jozwiak, West Bend 

 Judy Gilboy, Campbellsport 

 Randall Lusz, Mukwonago 

 Victoria Lusz, Mukwonago 



 Lisa McClure, Beaver Dam 

 Margaret DeSmidt, West Bend 

 Thomas Schmalback, Greenfield 

 Shawn Smith, Clinton 

 Eugene Smith, Clinton 

 Laurie O'Donnell, Genoa City 

 Cynthia Bouc, Brodhead 

 Ulrike Ross, Madison 

 Colleen Podbielski, Richfield 

 Jason Thomas, Brooklyn 

 Senn Brown, Madison — WI Charter Schools Association 

 Cindy Zautcke, Madison 

 Kathy Gregory, Cross Plains 

 Tom Young, Beloit 

 John Bartley, New Berlin 

 Tammy Thomas, Brooklyn 

 Florence McMahen, Monona 

 James McMahen, Monona 

 Rachel Flood-Elyafi, Orfordville 

 Cynthia Kastner, Delefield 

 Ray Kastner, Delefield 

 Elizabeth Welsh, Cedarburg 

 Lori Brabant, Peshtigo 

 Amber King, Cross Plains 

 Ramona Esweir, Antigo 

 Aaron King, Cross Plains 

 Pam King, Cross Plains 

 Hannah Waagen, Brodhead 

 Jarrin Waagen, Brodhead 

 Lindsey Waagen, Brodhead 

 Lori Waagen, Brodhead 

 Hannah Giefsdorf, Rio 

 Trina Giersdorf, Rio 

 Dyana Tillinger, Hillsboro 

 Rebecca Reyes, Waterford 

 Craig Janis, Madison 

 Beth Jarvis, Madison 

 Anne Maradiaga, Madison 

 Dave Maradiaga, Madison 

 Lorie Phalen, Lancaster 

 Gale Duval, Monticello 

 Josh Duval, Monticello 

 Harold Morrow, Brookfield 

 Brenda Sunderdance, Platteville 



 Yvette Morrow, Brookfield 

 Hannah Morrow, Brookfield 

 James Albright, Westfield 

 Elizabeth Welsh, Cedarburg 

 Jenny Lecato, Grafton 

 John Malizio, Beloit 

 Shari Malizio, Beloit 

 Michelle Brouillette, Fredonia 

 Craig Mayo, Green Bay 

 Kellie Phillips, Hartland 

 Henry Thompson,  Cross Plains 

 Julie Thompson, Cross Plains 

 Mark Grych, Seymour 

 Donna Grych, Seymour 

 Kristen Menninger, Madison 

 Cheryl Hartung, Cross Plains 

 Conni Townsend, Wausaukee 

 Gerald Townsend, Wausaukee 

 Anthony Kulp, Stratford 
 

Registrations Against 

 Ken Sajdak, Waukesha 

 Susan Kaseman, Stoughton 

 Scott Spector, Madison — AFT-Wisconsin 
 

Registrations for Information Only 

 None. 
 

 

January 29, 2008 EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD 

 

Present: (9) Representatives Davis, Nass, Townsend, 

Vukmir, Nygren, Pope-Roberts, Mason, Van 

Akkeren and Hixson. 

Absent: (1) Representative Newcomer. 

 

Moved by Representative Nass, seconded by Representative 

Vukmir that Assembly Amendment LRBa1147 to Assembly 

Substitute Amendment 1 be recommended for introduction. 

 

Ayes: (9)  Representatives Davis, Nass, Townsend, 

Vukmir, Nygren, Pope-Roberts, Mason, Van 

Akkeren and Hixson. 

Noes: (0)  None. 

Absent: (1)  Representative Newcomer. 

 



INTRODUCTION OF ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT LRBA1147 

TO ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1 

RECOMMENDED, Ayes 9, Noes 0 

 

Moved by Representative Nass, seconded by Representative 

Vukmir that Assembly Amendment LRBa1147 to Assembly 

Substitute Amendment 1 be recommended for adoption. 

 

Ayes: (1)  Representative Nass. 

Noes: (8)  Representatives Davis, Townsend, Vukmir, 

Nygren, Pope-Roberts, Mason, Van Akkeren 

and Hixson. 

Absent: (1)  Representative Newcomer. 

 

ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT LRBA1147 TO ASSEMBLY 

SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1 ADOPTION NOT 

RECOMMENDED, Ayes 1, Noes 8 

 

Moved by Representative Vukmir, seconded by Representative 

Townsend that Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 be 

recommended for adoption. 

 

Ayes: (6)  Representatives Davis, Nass, Townsend, 

Vukmir, Nygren and Van Akkeren. 

Noes: (3)  Representatives Pope-Roberts, Mason and 

Hixson. 

Absent: (1)  Representative Newcomer. 

 

ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1 ADOPTION 

RECOMMENDED, Ayes 6, Noes 3 

 

Moved by Representative Vukmir, seconded by Representative 

Nygren that Assembly Bill 697 be recommended for passage as 

amended. 

 

Ayes: (6)  Representatives Davis, Nass, Townsend, 

Vukmir, Nygren and Van Akkeren. 

Noes: (3)  Representatives Pope-Roberts, Mason and 

Hixson. 

Absent: (1)  Representative Newcomer. 

 

PASSAGE AS AMENDED RECOMMENDED, Ayes 6, Noes 3 

 

 

 

 



Luke Bacher 

Committee Clerk 


