& 09hr AC-EU_ab0696_ pi03a

o e e . o :‘(Fo‘muébmé:délimbfoy,
WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE ...

PUBLIC HEARING - COMMITTEE RECORDS
2009-10

{session year)

Assembly

{Assembly, Senate or Joint)

Committee on Energy and Utilities...

COMMITTEE NOTICES ...

> Committee Reportsy CR
> Executive Sessions ... ES

> Public Hearings ... PH

INFORMATION COLLECTED BY COMMITTEE FOR AND AGAINST PROPOSAL

> Appointments ... Appt (w/Record of Comm. Proceedings)

> Clearinghouse Rules ... CRule (w/Record of Comm. Proceedings)

> Hearing Records ... bills and resolutions (w/Record of Comm. Proceedings)
(ab = Assembly Bill) (ar = Assembly Resolution) (ajr = Assembly Joint Resolution)
(sb = Senate Bill) (sr = Senate Resolution) (sjr = Senate Joint Resolution)

> Miscellaneous ... MiSC

* Contents organized for archiving by: Stefanie Rose (LRB) (December 2012}



WISCONSIN LEGISLATURE

P. O. Box 7882 Madison, WI 53707-7882

April 15, 2010

To: Members of the Legislature
From: Senator Jeff Plale and Representative Josh Zepnick

RE: SB 469/AB 696
Dear Colleagues:

Please review this packet of documents collected by the Metropolitan Milwaukee
Association of Commerce regarding SB 469/AB 696. The supporters of this bill include
non-profit organizations, chambers of commerce, trade and technology associations,
regional economic development agencies, and business leaders. Thank you for your
attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

\/

JOSH ZEPNICK

State Representative
9" Assembly District



Metropolitan Milwaukee
Association of Commerce

April 13, 2010

Dear Legislator,

I am writing to urge your support of the critical telecommunications regulatory reforms currently
before the legislature in SB 469 and AB 696.

The Senate Utility Committee has reviewed SB 469 and approved the bill with a 6-1 vote. The
Assembly Utility Committee subsequently reviewed companion bill AB 696 and unanimously
approved the bill with a 12-0 vote. The attached package of documents includes a
comprehensive list of bill supporters along with copies of their letters sent to the Legislature.
These supporters include non-profit organizations, chambers of commerce, trade and technology
associations, regional economic development agencies and business leaders. In addition, a list of
editorials, op-eds and letters to the editor, with a copy of each, has been included in the package
for your review. As a member of the coalition in support of telecommunications regulatory
reform in Wisconsin, the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce (MMAC) asks for
your support of legislation that will standardize regulation for all telecommunications service
providers, encourage continued investment and innovation within Wisconsin's
telecommunications infrastructure and provide consumers with competitive choices and
necessary protections in a competitive market place.

The MMAC is an advocate for nearly 1,800 member business, employing over 300,000 workers
in the metropolitan Milwaukee region. We believe in the consumer benefits of market
competition. We also believe that a level playing field for all service providers and updated
regulations that address the current market place are essential components of an economic
recovery in Wisconsin. The current telecommunication regulations were written in 1994 when
no market competition existed in Wisconsin. Today consumers can select from a variety of
service providers who offer an assortment of products and packaged service using innovative
technologies and devices. The regulatory framework needs to be updated to reflect these current
market realities.

Now is the time to rewrite outdated regulations to stimulate market expansion and job growth.
Now is the time to regulate all service providers equally while ensuring necessary consumer
protections. Now is the time to support SB 469 and AB 696. I appreciate your consideration of
this important legislation.

Sincerely,

e

Steve Baas
Director of Government Affairs
Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce



Look who is supporting telecommunication regulatory reform and a level
playing field for all service providers in Wisconsin. Please support
investment, innovation and job creation. Support Senate Bill 469 and
Assembily Bill 696.

1) Independent Business Association of Wisconsin
2) Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce
3) Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin
4) Wisconsin Supplier Diversity Council
5) Hispanic Business and Professionals Association
6) Milwaukee Community Service Corps
7) National Association for the Advancement of Colored People - Waukesha County
8) Avenues West Association
9) National Association for the Advancement of Colored People - Milwaukee Branch
10) United Community Center
11) Friends of Housing Corporation
12) Valley Home Builders Association
13) Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce (MMAC)
14) Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
15) Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce
16) The 60 Plus Association
17) Women Impacting Public Policy in Wisconsin
18) Wisconsin Economic Development Association (WEDA)
19) Institute for Policy Innovation
20) Hmong/American Friendship Association
21) Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce (RAMAC)
22) Mueller Communications, Inc.
23) National Association for the Advancement of Colored People - Racine County
24) Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce & Industry
25) Milwaukee Urban League
26) New North, Inc.
27) Waukesha County Chamber of Commerce
28) Greater Brookfield Chamber of Commerce
29) Discovery Center - UW Stout
30) Paradigm Sensors
31) Wisconsin Business Council

4/13/2010



32) Wisconsin Technology Council

33) Momentum West

34) Chippewa Falls Area Chamber of Commerce

35) Wisconsin State Grange

36) Chippewa County Economic Development Corporation

37) Green Bay Area Chamber of Commerce

38) Northeast Wisconsin Regional Economic Partnership (NEWREP)
39) Freedom Works

4/13/2010
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~  Wisconsin Technology Council

March 21, 2010
Dear Wisconsin Legislator:

We are writing to you today in support of modernized telecom rules for Wisconsin, as embodied
in SB 496 and AB 696. Our organizations share the goal of ¢xpanding consumer and business
access 1o telecommunications technologies as a means of economic and community development.
From a policy standpoint, we believe Wisconsin should embrace legislation that can promote
tech-based growth across the state. That's exactly what modernized telecom rules would do for
Wisconsin.

At present, traditional landline providers are regulated ditferently than providers of newer
technologies such as voice-over-internet-protocol, wireless and high-speed broadband —
technologies that consumers are choosing more and more every day.

Because of the discrepancy in regulatory standards for older and newer telecom services, landline
providers face barriers to expanding their services and improving their products, stunting
Wisconsin’s economic growth and leaving many consumers behind.

Modernized telecom legislation would change that. By putting traditional and more modemn
technologies on similar regulatory footing, this bill would allow landline providers to properly
compete in the marketplace and bring the benefits of competition to consumers and businesses
alike. What's more, this bill ensures that the vital consumer protections in place under the current
set of regulations remain under the new set. :

The Ohio House and Senate recently passed similar rules designed to modernize that state’s
telecom laws and encourage long-term economic growth. linois is getting ready to take upa
similar measure and Indiana did this years ago, much to its advantage. We can’t afford to let
Wisconsin fall behind other Midwestern states.

We urge you to support SB 496 / AB 696, and help Wisconsin take a big step in the direction of
technology growth and economic development.

Sincercly,
~ 7
L
Tom Still, President Steve Baas, Government Aftairs Director
Wisconsin Technology Council Metropolitan Milwaukee
Association of Commerce
/"’// /,c""/;’/_ I — >

//v " /77/£‘— T @42—(
Thad Nation, Exceutive Director Dr. Floyd Rose. President
Wired Wisconsin Wisconsin Supplicr Devel pment Council

455 Scienee Dr # 240 | Madison, W1 §37) IPhe 60X L2 7557 ke 608,231 6x77 | Www wisconsintechnologycauncil.com
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March 19, 2010

Honorable Leah Vukmir
State Capitol Building
Madison. W1 53829

Dear Representative Vukmir:

Women business owners in Wisconsin benetit from more choices in telecommunication services and
access to the latest, state-of-the-art technologies. This is why members of Women Impacting Public
Policy in Wisconsin support the modernization of welecommunication laws in the state through SB-469 /
AB-696.

This legislation helps open the door to more technology investment by removing impediments put in
place by outdated laws designed for an era when there was no competition. By treating all providers
with the same. lighter touch of regulation. SB-469 / AB-696 will clear the way for more investments in
broadband. more price competition and other new services as they become available.

Wisconsin business owners and employers need the state to be a leader in attracting technology
mvestments. Up-to-date infrastructure js key to our success, whether working with clients and customers
in rural Wisconsin or around the world. On behalf of Wisconsin women business owners. please support

SB-469 / AB-696.

Sincerely yours,

Barbara Kasolf.
President



4600 American Parkway, Ste, 208

Independent

Business Mudison W1 83718
Association 608/251-55.4¢
of Wisconsin 608/241-7790 fu\

bt e ibaw com
www.ibaw.com

February 12, 2010

Representative Jim Soletski, Chairman
Representative Josh Zepnick
Representative Anthony Staskunas
Representative John Steinbrink
Representative Ted Zigmunt
Representative Phil Montgomery
Representative Kevin Petersen
Representative Jon Richards
Representative Joe Parisi
Representative Mike Huebsch
Representative Mark Honadel
Representative Rich Zipperer

Re: SB-469 and AB-696,
Dear Assembly Utility Committee Members,

I 'am writing to you today to urge you to Support SB-469 and AB-696. For over 35 years,
the Independent Businesgs Association of Wisconsin (IBA) has been a champion for
small and independent businesses on state and federal issues. IBA strives to ensure

Wisconsin small businesses cannot compete effectively if they do not have access to the

unications technologies. By updating many of the rules under
companies operate, SB-469 and AB-696 will encourage

Jeff Hoffman, President IBA-W 2009-2010



Independent 4600 Anmerican Parkway, Ste. 208
Madison WI 83718

Business
Associntion 608/251-5%4¢6
of Wisconsin 608/241-7790 fax

ibaa ibaw com
www.ibaw.com -

January 25, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chairman
Senator Bob Wirch

Senator Pat Kreitiow
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Neal Kedzie

Re: SB-469
Dear Scnate Utility Committee Members,

I am writing to you today to urge you to support SB-469. For over 35 years, the Independent
Business Association of Wisconsin (IBA) has been a champion for small and independent
businesses on state and federal issues. IBA strives to ensure that our membership of more than
200 smali business owners ~ and the thousands of Wisconsin workers they employ ~ are able to
operate in a business climate that encourages and fosters economic growth and stability.
Wisconsin small businesses cannot compete effectively if they do not have access to the most
advanced telecommunications technologies. By updating many of the rules under which
Wisconsin telecom companies operate, SB-469 will encourage greater investment and innovation
in Wisconsin’s vital communications infrastructure.

Our state’s and our nation’s economy Is at a critical point, and we are all hoping for a speedy
recovery that will result in growth opportunities for small business owners and empioyment
opportunities for Wisconsin workers. Please support Wisconsin small business owners, their
employees, and the families that depend on them and vote in favor of SB-469

Sincergly, ,

7

(Je Hoffman
President IBA-W 2009-2010



KENOSHA
AREACHAMEER
OF COMMERCE

January 25, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chairman
Senator Bob Wirch

Senator Pat Kreitiow
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Neal Kedzie

Re: SB-469
Dear Senate Utility Committee Members,

Our member businesses are working hard to create a climate in Wisconsin that
encourages investment and new jobs. The Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce serves as an
advocate for business at the local, state and federal level, with our goal being to support policy
change that encourages competition and fairness for those companies who are invested in
Wisconsin.

Wisconsin businesses cannot compete effectively if they do not have access to the most
advanced telecommunications technologies. By updating many of the rules under which Wisconsin
telecom companies operate, SB-469 will encourage greater investment and innovation in our
communications infrastructure. By creating a common sense access rate system in Wisconsin, we
will remove discriminatory regulations that favor one telecom provider over another.

During a time when our state and our nation finds itself in dire need of economic recovery
and jobs, it is essential that the Legislature does everything in its power to level the playing field for
telecom providers, as these businesses provide local jobs and competitive services to many
members of this Chamber and our community. We ask that you vote in favor of SB-469.

Sincerely.

Lou Molitor
Executive Director

Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce
262-654-1234 ext. 113

. lou@kenoshaareachamber.com



KENOSHA

AREACHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

February 12, 2010

Representative James Soletski, Chairman
Representative Josh Zepnick, Vice-Chair
Representative Mark Honadel
Representative Michael Huebsch
Representative Phil Montgomery
Representative Joe Parisi

Representative Kevin Petersen
Representative Jon Richards
Representative Anthony Staskunas
Representative John Steinbrink
Representative Ted Zigmunt
Representative Rich Zipperer

Re: AB-696
Dear Assembly Utility Committee Members,

Our member businesses are working hard to create a climate in Wisconsin that encourages
investment and new jobs. The Kenosha Area Chamber of Commerce serves as an advocate for business at
the local, state and federal level, with our goal being to support policy change that encourages competition
and fairness for those companies who are invested in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin businesses cannot compete effectively if they do not have access to the most advanced
telecommunications technologies. By updating many of the rules under which Wisconsin telecom companies
operate, AB-696 will encourage greater investment and innovation in our communications infrastructure.
Rethinking regulatory rules for telecommunications service providers is an idea whose time has come and
will enable all telecom service providers to compete equally in the 21™ century marketplace.

During a time when our state and our nation finds itself in dire need of economic recovery and jobs,
it is essential that the Legislature does everything in its power to level the playing field for telecom providers,
as these businesses provide local jobs and competitive services to many members of this Chamber and our
community. We ask that you vote in favor of AB-696.

Sincerely,

Lou Molitor

Lou Molitor

Executive Director

Kenosha Arca Chamber of Commerce
262-654-1234 ext. 113

lou@ kenoshuarcachamber.com




January 25, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chalr
Senator Bob Wirch
Senator jon Erpenbach
Sentator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Rabert Cowles
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

Dear Chairman Plale and Senate Utillty Committee Members:

I'am writing to request your support and passage of Senate 8ill 469; Wisconsin Access Reform and
Parity Legislation. This legislation will level the playing field and undo years of confusion and
unfair treatment experienced by Wisconsin telecommunications providers who pay higher access
rates than other state phone companies.

UEDA is an organization that strives to be a leader in the arena of ecohomic development and
housing development initiatives that revitalize Wisconsin communities. We build capacity in the
housing and economic development field through professional training, policy advocacy and
collaboration. UEDA works to develop business opportunities and facilitate job creation. We
support initiatives that improve the quality of life for residents in Milwaukee County and the State
Wisconsin.

These difficult economic times require the leadership of your committee and the Wisconsin State
Legislature to review outdated regulations and rules that stymie business development. Your
consideration of Senate Bill 469 comes at a critical time in our state’s economy. Wisconsin
telecom companies need a new model for access rates that fosters fairness and competition.
Failure to act could result in fewer jobs and disinvestment. Therefore, | strongly encourage your

support of Senate Bill 469.

Sincerely,

e )/fw"

William Johnson
Executive Director



March 30, 2010

Dear Wisconsin Legislator,

I'am writing to encourage your support and vote to pass SB 469 / AB 696; Wisconsin Regulatory
Reform Legislation. SB 469 / AB 696 will modernize Wisconsin's telecom law by putting in
place fair rules that will stimulate investment, sustain jobs and create real market competition
benefitting consumers.

UEDA is an organization that strives to establish economic development and housing
development initiatives that assist revitalization efforts in Wisconsin communitics. We build
capacity in the housing and economic development field through professional training, policy
advocacy and collaboration with local businesses and non-profit organizations. UEDA also
works to develop opportunities for businesses and we facilitate job creation through partnerships
with workforce development agencies. We support initiatives that improve the quality of life for
residents in Milwaukee County and the State Wisconsin. Therefore we support legislative
proposals like SB 469 / AB 696 that encourages private investment and sustains jobs.

Your consideration of SB 469 / AB 696 comes at a critical time in our state's economy. As you
deliberate on this legislation quality of life for many residents is at low point due to
unemployment, home foreclosures and business closures. With these issues in mind, the state
should deem a priority any legislation that incents investment from private companies and
sustains jobs. Wisconsin telecom companies need out-dated regulations removed and a new
regulatory model put in place that fosters faimess and competition. Failure to act could cause
telecom companies to leave, move jobs and stop investment in the state.

I encourage the legislature to avoid additional impacts to quality of life in the state. Avoid the
potential departure of telecom companies, loss of Jobs and investment. Your support and vote to
pass SB 469 / AB 696 will send a messagc that the State is open for business and the state wants
to sustain private investment and jobs.

Sincerely,

William Johnson
Executive Dircctor



Wisconsin Supplier Development Council

28 January, 2010

Wisconsin State Legisiature can right an outdated regulatory scheme that
requires ATAT to pay higher intrastate access rates than other Wisconsin based
telscom companies, Why should AT&T have to pay higher access rates while
locsing more than 50 percent of iis rasidential and business acoess lines to other
carriers? As competitive telecom companies and cable companies have ihe
abaitywuﬁmidonﬂnlmdbuommmnmwfthminhmlmmn

cmjobomdpaymaumolevdofhmormoro under the mnarloofpaylnd
higher access rates? lukttmequeaﬁomrhemmy,butlhopotomkaa
polntofundmhndmo that no business can continue to function with such a

weight on its back.
The goal of the Wisconsin legisiaturs toward Wisoonsin businesses should be to
establigh an ntlhatbfairandfreoofmgu 'y constraints. In today’s

Leglsisture should quickly adopt the atfitude of removing the handcuffs from
businesses like AT&T that make great investments in the state and pay their
share of corporate taxas, )

P.O. Box 8577 Madigon, Wisconsin 53708-8577 (608) 241-8858 (808) 241-9100

. Email: wsdcrose@aol.com Web Site Www.suppliercouncil.org
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Wisconsin Supplier Development Council

28 January, 2010
Senator Plaie and Senats Utllity Committee Members

Page 2

cumment access rate requirements. If unchanged, these requirements wiil harm
AT&T's investments, jobs and supplier relationships with minority businesses in
the state.

. | strongly encourage that this committes and members of the legisiature adopt
one set of regulations for ali providers. When Wisoonsin reguiators and
lawmakers create an environment that encourages businesses to stay and invest
in Wiaconein, we ail reap the benafits )

Thank you for your time snd consideration

Respecttully,

Dr. Floyd Rose
Wisconsin Supplier Development Councii

| P.O. Box 8577 Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8577 (608) 241-5858 (608) 241-9100

Email: wsdcrose@aol.com Web Site www.suppliercouncil.org
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Wisconsin Supplier Development Council
February 12, 2010

Representative Jim Soletski
88" Assembly District
Room 307 west

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, Wi 53708

Dear Chairman Soletski:

oppartunities. The marketplace for supplier diversity procurement Oppotunities began in 1688, and my
work for more than 40 years as & minority business advocate, has certered on investrnant and job

! atroggly ancourage you and members of the Assembly Utility Committee to vote In support of 88 489 /
698. When Wisconsin reguiators and lswmakers craste an environment that éncourages businesses

to stay and invest in Wisconsin, we aif reap the benefits.

Thank you for your time and consid

Respectfully,

Or. Floyd Rose
Wisconsin Supplier Developme uncil

P.O. Box 8577 Madison, Wisconsin, 53708-8577 (608) 241-5858 (608) 241-9100

Email wsdcrose®aol.com Web Site www.suggligrcouncil.org




Hispanic Business and Professionals \ssociation
P.O). Box 81644, Racine, WI 33408

Dwovary 27, 2010

Senator jeff Plate, Chairman
Sendtor Bob Wirch

Senator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Neal Ked:ie

A 3B 469
Dear Senate Utiity Committee Members.

The Hispanic Business and Professionals Assaciation, Inc. is a recagrized 501 (Cj(3) nen-
profit organization established in 1999 Our arganization strives to provide assistance and
ercourigement to these individuals that aspire to start their own business und a'so with oxisting
business owners and profassionals. Knowing the challenges that face businesses in Wisconsin,
we need to do everything possible to create an envircnment of innovation and competition in
our state that is why we are asking for your support of Senate Bill 469.

Wisconsin can improve its ability to attract rew business and hold an to existing
members of the business community hut the current regulatory environment creates an obvious
disadvantage for Wisconsin businesses and residents. Telecommunication is a basic building
block for many new businesses in the Racine area and it is time to level the playing field for
telecom carriars to keep rates competitive and contine ta support innovation in the
marketplace.

e gk that you change this outdated and unfair fegulation arvd vote in support of
Sesnte 81t 469, Thank you

Sincarsiy,

R i

(& t '\H K K \
Delores Harmandeg
HAPA Presdent




ilispanic Business and Professionals Association
P.O. Box 081644, Rucine, WI 33408

February 21, 2010

Representative Jumes Soletski, Charnman
Representative Josh Zepnick, Vice-Chair
Representative Mark Honadel
Representative Michael Huebsch
Representative Phil Montgomery
Representative foe Parisi

Representative Kevin Petersen
Representative Jon Richards
Representative Anthony Staskunas
Representative John Steinbrink
Representative Ted Zigmunt
Representative Rich Zipperer

Re: AB-469

Dear Assembly Utility Committee Members,

The Hispanic Business Professionals Association is a recognized 501 (C)(3) non-
profit organization established in 1999. Qur organization strives to previde assistance
and encouragement to those individu:als that aspire to start their own business and al<o
with exssting business owners and professionals. Knowing the challenges that face
businesses in Wisconsin, we need to do everything possible to create an environment of
innovation and competition in our state. Thatis why we are askirg for your support of
Assembly Bill 656.

Wisconsin can improve upon its ability to attract new businesses and hold on to
existing members of the business community. However, current regulations create an
obvious disadvantage for some telecommunications service providers in Wisconsin.
Telecommunications is a basic buildirg block for many new businesses in the Racine
area and it is time to level the playing field for all *elecom carriers to koep rates
competitive and to encourage continued innovation in the marketplace.

‘Ne ask that you change this cutdated and udfiir rogulation and vote in support
of Assemibly 8ill 596. Thank you

e

Sincerely. y;
<l S

Cridadupe CN ally ) Rendon

HBPA Bourd of Dirccrors
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W.CSC

rd of Director:

Reggie Frias-President
Reggie Frias & Associates

Donald L. Kirkey-Vice President

Trinity Creek Consulting

Dave Wagner-Treasurer
Ehlers & Associates

Troy L. Reese-Secretary
T.L. Reese Corporation

Carlos*Amador
Junior Achievement

Peggy Ann
Community Volunteer

Courtney Heeren
Quarles & Brady

Juliet Pagliaro-Herman
Johgsen Controls
C‘rsh

Wisconsin Regional Training
Partnership / Big Step

Adrienne Hunter
Servant Manor

Halanna Lathon
Jewish Family Services

Teddi Kennedy
Community Volunteer

Lesglie Silletti

~ Office of Mayor Tom Barrett

Janet Tallberg
Associated Banc-Comp.

Katie Triska
Reinhart Boemer, Van Deuren

Benjamin Weiland
CB Richard Eliis

Christopher Litzau
Executive Director

February 12, 2010

Representative Jim Soletski
88" Assembly District
Room 307 West

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, W1 53708

Dear Chairman Soletski:

As Executive Director of the Milwaukee Community Service Corps
(MCSC), my primary role is to create Jobs for young adults, provide training
and education, and engage young adults in projects that improve
Milwaukee’s community. MCSC is about jobs and opportunities.

From this perspective, | am writing to encourage your support for SB 469 /
AB 696 (Wisconsin Regulatory Parity Legislation) currently under review
by the Assembly Utilities Committee. Voting in favor of this legislation
will remove out-dated regulations imposed on telecommunications
companies and free up future private investment and jobs.

MCSC trains disadvantaged young adults for family-sustaining careers as
cable and utility line installers. By providing regulatory parity among all
telecommunication service providers it is my opinion that there is
opportunity for job growth and economic development. MCSC’s training
participants stand to gain from that growth.

The Assembly Utility Committee can play a key role in keeping jobs and
investment in the state by voting to pass SB 496 / AB 696.

Sincerely,

Chris Litzau
Executive Director

Ce: State Representative Josh Zepnick,

State Representative Jon Richards,

State Representative Anthony Staskunas. State Representative Ted Zigmunt
State Representative Joseph Parisi. State Representative John Steinbrink
State Representative Phil Montgomery. State Representative Mark Honadel
State Representative Kevin Petersen, State Representative Michael Huebsch
State Representative Rich Zipperer

1441 N. 7" Street, Milwaukee, W! 53205, Phone 414-372-9040, Fax 414-372-9060
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January 27 2010 milwaukeecommunityservicecorpsorg

213 State Strest

Madison, Wisconsin 53702-0001 —m——-

Senator Jetf Plale, Chair

Senator Bob Wirch

Seruion Jos Bisesbiach —_—
g

Sentator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Pobert Cowles

Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

Dear Chairman Plale and members of the Senate Utility Committee:

' As Executive Director of the Milwaukee Community Service Corps [MCSC), my primary role is to
create jobs for young adults, provide fraining and education, and engage young aduits in
projects that improve Milwaukee's community. MCSC is about jobs and opportunities.

From this perspective, | am writing to support Senate Bill 449 (Wisconsin Access Reform and
Peguiatory Parity Legislation) currently under review by the Senate Utility Committee because it
willimpact job creation in the telecommunication industry. MCSC trains disadvantaged young
adults for family-sustaining careers as cable and utility line instaflers. By providing regulatory
parity among all telecommunication service providers it is my opinion that there is opportunity
for job growth and economic development. MCSC's training participants stand to gain from

that growth.
The Senate Utility Committee can play a key role in teeping jobs and investment in the state

through Serate Bill 449, | would be pleased to provide ‘he Committee with additional
information about the Milwaukee Community Service Corps' job training program as it relates to

the telecommunications industry.

A e e e
Chris Litzau \ . - e it -
~

Erecctive Director
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Officers

Lie B Wison, Pres dent

Lillie Wilson 12627863194 p.2

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
Waukesha County Branch
PO Box 676 e Brookfield, Wisconsin 53008-0676 e Fax-—262-786-3194 - -———-—

January 22, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chairman
Senator Bob Wirch
Senator Pat Kreitiow

May L Mooney. 1st Vice PresidenSenator Sheits Harsdorf
Betty J. Guespie. 2nd Vice Preside@ enator Jon Erpanbach
Tica Wiedenheft, 3rd Vice PresderSenator Robert Cowlss

Jesnetto D. Shaiton, Secretary
Waesley J Mooney, Treasurer

Amara Weaver. Assistant SecrslanR@; SB-469

Executive Conwnittes
Stacey Buggs

Alfred B. Danigis
Clara Canels

Cyrihia G- enberg
Otvia Mogans

Susen Hunter

Vernita L ee

2 a2 McNeely
s Elan Maraszek
fis Price

Joni Vanasse
Michae! €. Witson

Dear Senate Utility Committee Members,

equality that we for your support of Senate Bill 469

consumers across the state. .

Itis essential that the Legislature take this opportunity to level the playing field for all
providers. Local jobs and competitive services for many of our members are at stake. Please
vote in support of S8-469.

Sincerely,

Lille Wilson, President



624 North 24" Street, First floor Phone:(414)933-0640
Milwaukee, Wisconsin $3233 Fax: (414) 933-0641

January 27, 2010

Scnator Jeff Plale, Chair
Senator Bob Wirch
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Robert Cowles
Scnator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

Dear Chairman Plale and Senate Utility Committee members:

I 'am writing in support of passage of Senate Bill 469 which 1 understand to be related to Access
Reform and Regulatory Parity for Wisconsin telecommunications companies.

As Executive Director of the Avenues West Association in Milwaukee, I direct the organization’s
resources and establish partnerships in an effort to create economic opportunities, revitalize
residential and commercial property, and promote safety throughout the Avenues West neighborhood
on the near west side of Milwaukee. We support the right of businesses to exist in an environment
where the rules are applied evenly and fairly. I understand that if SB-469 is enacted, all
telecommunication companies will be able to operate on a level playing field and will charge the
same access rates for trafficking calls.

In this economy, businesses are struggling to keep their doors open and to keep jobs for their
employees. The State should do everything that it can to sustain businesses and aid economic
recovery. Senate Bill 469 is a great step in the right direction. We commend the Senate Utility
Committee for recognizing the disparity in the current access rate system and encourage the
committee to pass SB-469 and treat all telecom companies the same.

Sincerely, yours,

“June R. Moberly
Executive Director
Avenues West Association, Inc.



624 North 24" Street, first floor Phone: (414)933-06410
Milwaukee, Wisconsin §3233 Fax: (4143 933-0640

February 16, 2010

Relfrcsentative Jim Soletski
88" Assembly District
Room 307 West

State Capitol

P. O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708

Dear Chairman Soletski:

I am writing to encourage the Assembly Utility Committee to vote in favor of Senate Bill 469 /
Assembly Bill 696, which I understand to be related to regulatory parity for Wisconsin
telecommunications companies,

As Executive Director of the Avenues West Association, I work to empower local businesses and
. homeowners on Milwaukee’s near west side. | promote neighborhood safety and strive to preserve

paying taxes. These outcomes are difficult to achieve, if the regulatory environment is not
modemized and fair for all service providers, We ¢ncourage the Assembly Utility Committee to
pass SB 469/ AB 696.

Sincerely yours, ’
>, W
% 7 %

June R. Moberly
FExecutive Director

C: State Representative Josh Zepnick, State Representative Jon Richards, State Representative
Anthony Staskunas, State Representative Ted Zigmunt, State Representative Joseph Parisi, State
Representative John Steinbrink, State Representative Phil Montgomery, State Representative Mark

. Honadel, State Representative Kevin Petersen, State Representative Michael Hucbsch, State
Representative Rich Zippcrer



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
Milwaukee Branch
2745 N. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. #2063 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53212
Office: (414) 562-1000 Fax: (414) 562-1091
Jerry A, Hamilton, President
President emvarl- maah@ bizirr com  Branch [ itk unit 3 254 naucp. urg

Website: unu naacp-mibwankes. .sm

January 26, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chair
Senator Robert Wirch
Senatar jon Erpenbach
Sentator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

Re: Senate Bill 469

Dear Senator Plale and Senate Utility Committee Members:

I'am writing on behalf of Milwaukee Branch NAACP and it members to support passage of access reform
and regulatory parity legislation through Senate Bill 469.

We are concerned that the current regulatory environment governing the access rate system is
outdated and unfair to some Wisconsin telecommunications service providers.

Senate Bill 469, if enacted, will make it easier for all telecommunications service providers to compete
and invest in the state. Senate Bill 469 will establish applicable rules for all carriers and also foster more
competition. Competition is good for consumers.

Wisconsin needs a business environment that allows all businesses to compete equally. We need
landline telecommunications service providers to continue investing in Wisconsin and creating jobs.
Wisconsin needs the Senate Utility Commiittee to pass Senate Bill 469.

Respectfully, ‘ .
Yoyl e

'}erry Ann Hamilton, President



2745 N. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. #203 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53212
Office: (414) 562-1000 Fax: (414) 562-1091
Jetry A. Hamilton, President
President emal: naacp(@ bizwirr.om  Bramh Emailunit3? SH@ naacp.org

Website: www, Raach-milwankee. com

February 12, 2010

Representative Jim Soletski
88" Assembly District
Room 307 west

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, W153708

Dear Chairman Soletski-

t am writing on behalf of Milwaukee Branch NAACP and its members to encourage your support and
passage of 5B 469 / AB 696; Wisconsin Regulatory Parity Legislation. | understand that this legislation
will update our State’s telecom law and positively impact private investment, jobs and consumers.

in 1909, the NAACP began its mission of resolving social and economic injustice suffered by people of
color in the United States. As President of the Milwaukee Branch NAACP, | continue to lead our
organization to challenge a number of today’s issues that impact our mission. One of the greatest

challenges we face today is unemployment.

Your committee must act to pass regulatory parity legislation to avoid further loss of private investment
and jobs. All Wisconsin government entities should be focused on encouraging job creation and
investment by private companies. In this case, the first action to spark investment is to change out-
dated telecom laws so they reflect today’s business standards and competitive practices.

We feel it is imperative you pass legislation of this type which encourages investment, jobs and
competition. Given the current conditions of the growing joblessness, private investment and job
creation is sorely needed. Your committee can act to improve the business climate and job
opportunities in the State of Wisconsin by passing S8 469 / AB 696.

We encourage you and your committee members to vote in favor of SB 463/ AB 696.

’/Si ‘”ere/ll,a ﬂ’t%//% ‘. :

erry Ann Hamilton, President
Milwaukee Branch NAACP

Cc: State Representative Josh Zepnick, State Representative Jon Richards,
State Representative Anthony Staskunas, State Representative Ted Zigmunt
State Representative Joseph Parisi, State Representative John Steinbrink
State Representative Phil Maontgomery, State Representative Mark Honadal
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January 25, 2010

Senator leff Plale, Chair
Senator Bob Wirch
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Sentator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Robert Cowies
Senator Sheila Harsdorf

Senator Neal Kedzie

Dear Senator Plale and Senate Utility Committee Members:

| write as the leader of the United Community Center, which serves almost 20,000 community members
each year on the near south side of Milwaukee. We are writing to encourage your support and passage of
Wisconsin Access Reform and Parity Legislation - Senate Bill 469.

As you and the Senate Utility committee consider this legislation, 1 ask that you discontinue the practice of
unnecessarily regulating telecommunications companies who are creating jobs and making investments in
the State of Wisconsin. The current rules governing intrastate access rates is inconsistent, confusing and
unfairly applied. If the current access rate regime remains, some Wisconsin telecom companies will have
reason to make cuts to sustain operations.

The equation is simple. In this sagging economy, more regulation equals fewer jobs and less investment.
The residents that | serve through the United Community Center would rather have a robust business
environment with all telecom companies in the state operating under the same less stringent and less
costly guidelines.

We support efforts by the Senate Utility to committee establish a fair and equal regulatory environment
through passage of Senate Bill 469. We hope the Senate Utility Committee will use it's power to level the
playing field and vote in favor of this bill.

Yincerely,

§ S

{ A

! » N

/}. .,‘ € 'l
Rlcardo Diaz
Executive Director
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February 15, 2010

Representative Jim Soletski
88" Assembly District
Room 307 west

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, Wi 53708

Dear Chairman Soletski:

As Executive Director of the United Community Center (UCC), which serves almost 20,000
residents who live on the near south side of Milwaukee, | am writing to encourage you
and members of the Assembly Utility committee to vote in favor of Senate Bill 469 /
Assembly Bill 696.

The economic conditions in our State require initiatives and policies that encourage
private investment, competition and job creation. Removing outdated telecom
regulations, as proposed by SB 469 / AB 696, wlll take a step in that direction. Passage of
the legislation will incent investment and spur competition between landline service
providers. This will ultimately benefit consumers with lower prices and additional choices
generated by competition.

As you and Assembly Utility committee members consider this legislation, | ask that you
think of the current economic conditions in the state. In this sagging economy, more
regulation equals fewer jobs and less investment. The residents served through the UCC
need a robust business environment driven by investment, jobs and competition. This
bill will support that environment.

We hope the Assembly Utility Committee will use its power to remove unnecessary
regulations and vote in favor of $B 469 / AB 696.

Sincerefy,
[
am vI[ 1
Ricardo Diaz
Executive Director

cc: State Representative Josh Zepnick, State Representative Jon Richards,
State Representative Anthony Staskunas, State Representative Ted Zigmunt
State Representative Joseph Parisi, State Representative John Steinbrink
State Representative Phil Montgomery, State Representative Mark Honadel
State Representative Kevin Petersen, State Representative Michael Huebsch
State Representative Rich Zipperer
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January 25, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chair
Senator Bob Wirch
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Sentator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Robert Cowles
. Senator Shella Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

Dr. Senator Plale and Senate Utility Committee Members:

Friends of Housing Corporation is a non-profit organization in the City of Milwaukee that provides
management services for the City’s affordable public housing developments. Our mission is to develop
quality housing and management services for the City and residents who seek opportunities through

' ) public housing.

Itis my understanding that the Senate Utility Committee will convene a hearing on Senate Bill 469;
Wisconsin Access Reform and Parlty Legislation. Passage of this legislation will create a new access rate
environment that fairly governs all Wisconsin Telecommunications companies, and requires all to charge
the same access rate for trafficking phone calls in the state.

Current law burdens certain Wisconsin phone companies and requires them to pay higher access rates
for trafficking in state calls while access rates remain lower for some state phone companies who traffic
calls out of the state. If forced to continue paying higher access rates to traffic calls, certain Wisconsin
phone companies will change investment strategy and move corporate support away from local
organizations and communities.

We encourage the Senate Utility Committee to vote in favor Senate Bill 469 to create a fair and
equitable access rate environment for all telecom providers In the state.

Deputy Executive Director



Valley Home Builders Association

2009-2010 VHBA
Board of Directors

President
Mike Gibbons,
GTS Construction

Prasident-Elect
JP Jedwabny,
J&S Homes inc.

immediate Past Pres.
Scott Murphy,
«Sitvarcrest Homes inc.

Secretary
Randy Jack,
Sentinel Secunty

Treasurer
Jason Henderson,
New York Life

Directors
‘Mark Ammon,
;‘ arboy Stone & Brick

Vem Frederickson,
East Wi Savings Bank

Bob Hamrmann,

Creative Closets & Storage

Mark Hartzheim,
Hartwood Homes

Tom Heegemayn,
John Andrew Builders

Emie Lisser,

Van Vreeae's TV & Appliance

Tom Miller,
Window & Door Central

Dennis O'Brien,
QBrien Buiders

Tom Rooney.

Elements by Mark W.nter Homes

Jenny Roth,

Coonen Development Corp.

Executive VP
~hristine Shaefer, CAE
shristine @vhba.com

920 WL Associanon Drive o Appleton, W1 54914
20 T30 e Fax: T3ETO0K

www vhbacom

Fonoary 27,2000

Senator Robert Cowles
Room 319 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7582

Madison, W 53707.7582

Dear Senator Cowles:

For more than 50 years, Valley Home Builders Association (VHBA) has been
representing and serving the collective interests of residential builders and
associated professionals in the Fox Valley. VHBA today represents more than 750
companies, and scrves as the voice of the industry at the local, state and federal
level. As a key component to building new homes in Wisconsin, home owners
demand access to telecommunications providers and service options. Ensuring
that service providers have a level playing field is important to us.

Senate Bill 469 is scheduled to be heard, and we would like your commitment to
clean up an outdated system of varying intrastate access fees among landline
phone providers. The FCC has already addressed this issuc and imposed more
sensible cost based interstate access rates. We would like to see these rates
mirrored for long distance calls within Wisconsin.

This less complicated access rate system may be an incentive for phone providers
to further invest in network development in the state. It also will create a level
playing field for new and traditional landline providers, establishing a single set
of regulations that encourage greater competition.

Valley Home Builders Association respectfully asks for your support of this bill
and asks you to vote in favor of SB-469.

Sincerely,

Chnstine H. Shacfer, CAE
Exccutive Vice President

ce: Senator Jeff Plale, Senator Bob Wirch, Senator Pat Kreitlow, Senator Sheilu
Harsdorf. Senator Jon Erpenbach, Senator Neal Ked=ie
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Metropolitan Milwaukee
Assaciation of Commerce

DATE: FEBRUARY 9, 2010

TO: SENATE UTILITY COMMITTEE, ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
UTILITIES

FROM: STEVE BAAS, DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

METROPOLITAN MILWAUKEE ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE

RE: SB 469/AB 696

Chairman Plale, Chairman Soletski and Committee members:

On behalf of the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce (MMAC) | would like to urge your
positive consideration of Senate Bill 469 / Assembly Bill 696; the “Wisconsin Access Reform and Parity

Act.”

The MMAC is an advocate for nearly 1800 member businesses, employing over 300,000 workers in the
metropolitan Milwaukee region. We are also a founding partner of the Milwaukee 7 Southeastern
Wisconsin regional economic development organization. As such, we support legislation like Senate Bill
469 / Assembly Bill 696 that aims to increase our economic competitiveness by reducing unnecessary
regulatory burdens on job creators and creating a level playing field on which businesses can operate and
innovate.

Wisconsin's large regulated telephone landline providers still operate under an outdated system of
inconsistent rules that were enacted before competition existed in the Wisconsin telecommunications
market. Other telecommunications and information technology providers operate under different
regulatory rules. As you know, this is an area of technology that is developing at an almost exponential
rate. Even the best intentioned attempts at government regulation will never keep pace with the
marketplace’s innovation, nor should it try. Instead, | urge you to support measures like SB 469/AB 696
that maintain the right level of consumer protections while creating a level playing field for all landline
service providers. This bill will serve to increase service options and decrease confusion for consumers
in this rapidly changing marketplace.

At a time when our state and our nation find themselves in dire need of economic recovery and jobs, itis
essential that the Legislature does everything in its power to improve Wisconsin's ability to attract new
business and hold on to existing members of the business community. By eliminating technologically
obsolete distinctions and leveling the regulatory playing field within the information technology and
telecommunications industry, we believe passage of SB 469/AB 696 will do just that.

Thank you for your granting SB 469/ AB 696 a public hearing and for your attention to our MMAC
perspectives on this legislation.

4284



February 18, 2010

Senator Jeffrey Plale
Room 313 South

State Capitol

P.O. Box 7882

Madison W1 53707-7882

Dear Senator Plale:

I am writing this letter in support of the SB 469/AB 696 which would bring
outdated laws current with today’s consumer preferences and new
technologies. This legislation provides a level playing field which encourages
competition and allows traditional landline providers to be regulated the same
way as newer phone companies.

Technology is a major component to all of the educational opportunities and
innovative careers offered at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College. In
order for Northeast Wisconsin and the State to rebound and compete in
today’s economy, this legislation is necessary and important for business and
industry to stay competitive in a global marketplace.

We strongly encourage you to support this legislation which will boost
consumer choice, create jobs, and encourage companies to invest in
Wisconsin.

Thank you for your consideration in supporting SB 469/AB 696 legislation.

Sincerely,

Sandra M. Duckett
Vice President of College Advancement



February 1. 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chairman
Senator Bob Wirch

Senator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Neal Kedzie

Dear Senate Utility Committee members:

It is always good to have a “level playing field” for all businesses within the state of Wisconsin.
There appears to be a discrepancy within the telecommunications area. For example,
Representative Jeff Smith cannot get a high speed internet service from his provider, but his
neighbor can (served by a ditferent company). This is due in part to the field not being equal for
all companies.

[ believe you will be considering a bill that could do just that for the benefit of your constituents
and the businesses you serve. I'm sure Representative Smith, and many others, could benefit
from this initiative. Please give it serious consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Bob McCoy, CCE
President & CEQ



The 60 Plus Association

515 King Street o Suite 315 ¢ Alexandria, VA 22314
Phone 703.807.2070 o Fax 703.807.2073 « www.60Plus.org

Kill the Death Tax. Protect Social Security. Energy Security. J
James L. Martin Amy N. Frederick Rep. Roger Zion (R-IN, [967-75) Pat Boone
Chairman President Honorary Chairnan Nutional Spokesman

February XX, 2010

LEGISLATOR
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE ZIP

Dear XXX

[ am warting on behalf of the 60 Plus \ssociation, a non partisan seniors advocacy group with a free enterprise, less
government, less tages approach to seniors issues with over 84,000 activists in Wisconsin. Qur seniors urge your support

of Senate Bill 469 /' \ssembly Bill 696.

This bill would open up increased competition in the telecommunications industry in Wisconsin, which we believe would
henetit senior consumers.

As you may be aware, the telecom industry in Wisconsin ¢ along with many other states) has lost 26" of traditional
landline telephones. Nevertheless, sentors represent the demographic most likely to retain the traditional phone.

It goes against common sense that the phone technology most seniors rely on still must compete in 4 marketplace with
other providers that are barely regulated, It's time to provide parity for the traditional telephone.

Some critics worry that this legislation will decrease service quality, but the market reality is that competition drives
service quality and price. There are so many choices and options today. For companies to keep customers, they must
provide the most competitive price with the best service. They can’t afford not to—the options for customers are oo

great.

Opponents of this legislation don’t give the citizens of Wisconsin, espectally seniors, credit. They are savvy enough to
shop and compare. Competition keeps rates down and keeps compantes on their toes—answering to consumers on

technology, service and price.

As a safety net to the consumer benefits that come from competifiorn, all state consumer protection powers under the
Deparrment of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection, are retained. These include laws that strictly govern sules and
biling practices and prohibit fraudulent activities such as cramrming and shimming,

This legislation, which has attracted supporters on both sides of the assle, 15 good for rhe state and good for Wisconsin
consumers und senmors, Times, technologies and service providers have chunged, and now we need to change the Liw so

that all telephone service providers can fairy compere tor our business.

Please vore ves on Senare Bill 469 / Assembly Bill 696.

Sincerely,

Amv Noone Fredenck
President
o0 Plus \saoctnon

The oo Phes Wcocnazint oo a 17 Lo old TP Lt Nt Sl eoel 8 Rgiod Jot dewtil T repeal, s g Sew jod Seq it PR PEOSCL PO G N e
CONTN G OPICE TN s et i d e e et e e al Pt ot PG on sa oot [ront ncarly S aiidion « AU v O Plus puolisiies oomaia e,
SMENIORVOICE and a0 Se e and, Aesfons i avwurds ot Tusomaders af Borh partes who oge prossctteor " ot Pl ey oo canded, T Teas ey iientield senior

ST g e S92 The Conses anc e dieratin et e SARP



Insrituiee 7
Q‘Y( '\(R[L 4

1

Nk
@' {olev fnen

March 30, 2010
Members of the Wisconsin Legislature:

I was honored to testify in February at a joint hearing of the Senate and Asscmbly
Utilities Committees on Senate Bill 469/ Assembly 696 as president of the Institute for
Policy Innovation (IPI), a nonprofit public policy think tank. [PI does not lobby and
does not represent clients, but we are happy to share our perspective with policymakers
on important policy issues such as modernization of communications regulations.

We commend the Wisconsin Legislature for taking positive committee action on this
legislation, which would do away with outdated and counterproductive communications
regulations. We’re convinced that this type of policy change will bring increased
investment which will translate into job creation and more modern networks for the
benefit of Wisconsin consumers and businesses.

For several years now states have been updating their communications policies by
eliminating regulations that are vestiges of the bad old days of telephone monopoly. It’s
obvious to any observer that today, the communications marketplace is vibrantly
competitive, with cable, wireless, and Internet VolP all providing competition for
traditional wireline services. The former justification for pervasive economic regulation
of incumbent wireline providers no longer exists.

No one intended for some companies to be lightly regulated and others to be heavily
regulated— that’s just how it happened. But in the new competitive environment, if you
want the traditional companies to be able to compete (and thus invest), you have to get
to where you have a level playing field, and one set of rules for all competitors.

The bill before you does that, and it does it without sacrificing consumer protections. It
clears away a thicket of discriminatory regulations and creates a more level playing
field. It retains consumer protections while offering consumers new opportunities for
lower prices and a wider array of product offerings.

The vast majority of job creation comes from private sector investment, and this bill
will help make Wisconsin investment friendly. This legislation targets regulatory relief
to a growing industry, while maintaining important consumer protections, and that’s
exactly the right thing to spur job growth and investment in Wisconsin.

Sincerely,

Tom Giovanetti
President
Institute for Policy Innovation (IP1)

www.ipi.org
Tom Giovanctt

President
formid iplorg
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‘HMONG /AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION, INC.

Celebrating 20 Years of Service to the Asian American community
January 25, 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chair
Senator Bob Wirch
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Sentator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedzie

Lo Neng Kiatoukaysy,
Fxecutive Director Dr. Senator Plale and Utility Committee Members:

I am writing as the leader of the Hmong American Friendship Association. We
Museum & Gift Shop represent more than ten thousand Hmong Families in Milwaukee and we are
24 Hour Bilingual Crisis also well represented in the State of Wisconsin. | encourage the Senate Utility

Hotline Committee’s support and passage of Senate Bill 469; the Wisconsin Access

Domestic Violence , R :
Education & Intervention Reform and Parity Legislation.

| Servi
Elderly Services Passage of Senate Bill 469 will do a few things favorable to the of State

ESL & Citizenship . ., . ) T
Classes Wisconsin’s business climate. When passed, the bill will remove the current

: ' .nily Strengthening regulations that are deemed unfair as certain Wisconsin telecom companies pay

Programs higher access rates to transfer calls in state than a telecom company transferring
Food Pantry
Homebuyers Counseling

Community Organizing

a call out of state. Secondly, the bill will set a new standard modeling the federal
Hmong Dance * Music -Interstate access rate. All telecom companies would be treated the same and
classes fairly under the new model if Senate Bill 469 is passed. Lastly, passage of the
Interpretation- legislation will lead to increased competition between phone carriers.

Translation
Job Placement Competition is favorable to consumers and it is important as we continue in this

l.cad Abatement/ uncertain economy.

Fducation
Legal Advocacy Thank you for your time and consideration of my concerns. | appreciate the

Youth programs Utility Committee’s time on this important matter and | am hopeful that the
committee votes to pass the legislation.

Sincerel

S o= | e
(- %-“QVW'/

S e e
/
,

Execut{ve Director

s
\

o 3824 West Viiet Street Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53308 sPhone d 14-344-6575 oFax: 4133446381 swww hmongamer org
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414 344 6581 HMONG AMERICAN FRIE

HMONG /AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION, INC

February 12, 2010

Representative lim Soletski
88" Assembly District
Room 307 west

State Capitot

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, wi 53708

Lo Neng Kiatoukaysy, Dear Chairman Soletski:
Executive Director

Celebrating 20 Years of Service to the Asian American community

I am writing as the leader of the Hmong American Friendship Association to state my organization’s

support for S8 469 / AB 696 - Wisconsin Regulatory Parity Legislation. We encourage the State

Community Organizing Assembly Energy and Utllity Committee to vote in favor of the leglstation and level the playing field in
Museum & Gift Shop the Wisconsin telecom Industry.
24 Hour Bilingual Crisis
Hotline The Hmong American Friendship Assoclation represents more than ten thousand Hmong Families in
Domestic Violence Milwaukee and we are also well represented In the State of Wisconsin. We advocate for jobs, housing,
Education & Intervention education and many other services on behalf of our members. We understand that SB 469 / AB 696,
Elderly Services when enacted, will sustain jobs and Investment in the state. We also understand that passage of the
’ ESL & Citizenship legistation will establish more competition and choices for consumers. The benefits of this legislation
Classes deserve the legislature’s thoughtfulness during these difficult economic times.
Family Strengthening
Programs By passing this legislation, you will send a positive message that the business climate in Wisconsin Is
Food Pantry okay and open for investment and jobs. Job creation and retention is a number one priority and the
Homebuyers Counseling state should do as much as it can to incent private businesses to invest, Removing out-dated
Hmong Dance / Music telecommunications regulations is a good start toward sustaining companies and attracting new
classes businesses.
Interpretation/
Translation Thank you for your time and consideration of my concerns. | encourage you and your committee °
Job Placement members to give careful consideration to the postive economic impact of SB 469 / AB 696 and vote to
Lead Abatement/ pass the legislation,
Education

Legal Advocac "o
Youth progra t

Cc: State Representative Josh Zepnick, State Representative Jon Richards,
State Representative Anthony Staskunas, State Representative Ted Zigmunt
. . State Representative joseph Parisi, State Representative John Steinbrink
( . j )I i[ i State Representative Phil Montgomery, State Representative Mark Honadel
State Representative Kevin Petersen, State Representative Michael Huebsch

” “ State Representative Rich Zipperer

LN i

e 3324 West Vliet Strect Milw;ukec. Wisconsin 53208 ePhone: 414-344-6575 oFax: 414-344-6581

ewww hmongamer.org
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january 22, 2C190

Senator leff Plale, Chairman
Senator Bob Wirch

Senator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Neal Kedzie

Re: SB-469
Dear Senate Utility Committee Members,

The Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce (RAMAC) is a private non-profit business association
whose members employ over 32,000 people in Southeast Wisconsin. Our member businesses are
working hard to create a climate in Wisconsin that encourages investment and new jobs. RAMAC
. also encourages policy changes that foster competition and fairness for companies who invest in
Wisconsin. We therefore ask your support of Senate Bill 469 to create a level playing field for

telecom carriers.

The current system of varying intrastate access fees among landline phone providers is woefully out
of date and SB-469 will address this issue. $B-469 will implement a more sensible system for setting
intrastate access rates. The Wisconsin intrastate access rate rules need revision. The regulatory rules
should also create a level playing field for new and traditional landline providers.

The current rules create an obvious disadvantage for Wisconsin businesses and residents. It is time
to level the playing field for telecom carriers and change this outdated and unfair regulation. Please
support 5B-469 so that Wisconsin can improve its ability to attract new business and hold on to
existing members of the business community.

Rog aron
President

RACIMNE AREA MANCFACTURERS AMD COMMERCE
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RAMAC

February 12, 2010

Representative James Soletski, Chairman
Representative Josh Zepnick, Vice-Chair
Representative Mark Honadel
Representative Michael Huebsch
Representative Phil Montgomery
Representative Joe Parisi

Representative Kevin Petersen
Representative Jon Richards
Representative Anthony Staskunas
Representative John Steinbrink
Representative Ted Zigmunt
Representative Rich Zipperer

Re: AB-696
Dear Assembly Utility Committee Members,

The Racine Area Manufacturers and Commerce (RAMACQ) is a private non-profit business association
whose members employ over 32,000 people in Southeast Wisconsin. Our member businesses are

working hard to create a climate in Wisconsin that encourages investment and new jobs. RAMAC also
encourages policy changes that foster competition and fairness for companies who invest in Wisconsin.
We therefore ask your support of Assembly Bill 696 to create a level playing field for telecom carriers.

Today telecom service providers operate under different regulatory rules, where newer providers have
been regulated under a more market-oriented structure that emphasizes competition instead of rigid
regulatory oversight. Some traditional phone companies are still regulated by rules that stem from an era
when telecommunications were used only for voice communication and no competitors existed. We need
to level the playing field and apply the same oversight to all carriers, which is what AB-696 will

accomplish.

In the age of digital computing and the Internet, we need to encourage innovation and competition in the
marketplace and the current rules create an obvious disadvantage for Wisconsin businesses and residents.
It is time to for the State Legislature to make changes to the outdated rules and unfair regulation. Please

support AB-696 so that Wisconsin can improve its ability to attract new business and hold on to existing

members of the business community.

Siqcerely. (
//?7“/ Crvee

Roger Caron
President

RACINE AREA MANUFACTURERS AND COMMERCE

300 5 Street, Racine, Wl 53403
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Senator Jelt Plale, ¢ boer
Senator Robert Wik
Senatur Jon Erpentach
Senatur Pat Kreitho
Senatar Robert Cow'iey
Senator Sheifa Harsdorf
Senator Neal Kedsie
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Representative Jim Solet<ky
ST Assemibly Distriet
Room 307 west

State Capitol

PO, Box 5983

Madisan, W S3708

Dear Charman Soletski

Fam writing to encourage vour support and the support of Assembly Tuliny Commnrec
members for SB 409 AB 696 concerning regalatory parity tor Wisconsin telecommunicatic ns
compaties Passage of this legislation will re-regalate Wisconsin's relecom inde try USTTRINNTEN
improve the busimess climate in our state,

Curent tefecom Laws have not kept pace with technology and the worvoes provided ot
mdustry today, Conzumiers now choose from varicty of providers otfering wircle s culile
aternet phanes service as alternatiy es to traditional Lindhies services, Foduv, more conunees
are movitey sy rom landhines, vet certam Wisconsin *elecom comparzes sl har e the oot o
updating Landline actwerks while hearing miore costs under existing out-dated cufes A pe
model s necessary to bring balance 1o all relecommunications wer ree providers i he Woisconsin
marketplace. A chimge mopolicy with balinced rules w il Cneodrage i estnent, obs g
competitive nuukatplin e

Fappreciate the attention vour commuittee is Lahing toaddress the dispanits of the cunent
rules  Lask tor vour thoughtfal deliberation on the ewstation and ultimately  onr care SpPOrt
ot SB o9 AR 6o,
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RACINE BRANCH

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLLE
1633 Racine Street - Racine, Wisconsin 93403
Phone €262) 6321151 - Fax: (262) 6325702
Email: racine.naacp@ att.net

February 5, 2010

Senator Jeft Plale. Chairman
Senator Bob Wirch

Senator Pat Kreitlow
Senator Sheila Harsdorf
Senator Jon Erpenbach
Senator Robert Cowles
Senator Neal Kedzie

Re: SB-469
Dear Scnate Utility Committee Members,

The NAACP is the nation's oldest and largest civil rights organization, which advocates on behalf of
inesses and consumers for equal opportunity in both the public and private sectors. The Racine
'anch NAACP and it members, ask for you support and passage of access reform and regulatory
parity legislation to create a level playing field for telecom companies in Wisconsin. It is in that spirit
of equality, we would like to ask for your support of Scnate Bill 469,

The last significant change to state telecom law was in 1994. As new, innovative communications
technologies outpace traditional wireline, regulations in the communications industry should now create

an cnvironment where all providers compete by the same rules. Senate Bill 469 will work to achieve .
these goals and bring outdated Wisconsin laws in sync with today. These changes will benefit

consumers and reflect the realities of competition and new technologies. With increased competition we

can see a positive impact on consumers across the state.

In the interest of cquality, which is the cornerstone of the NAACP’'s mission. we ask that the

Legislature correct outdated regulation and level the playing field for telecom providers in

Wisconsin. Please vote in support of SB-469.

Sincerely,
Michael D. Shields

Aichael D. Shiclds, President
<ine Branch NAACP
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Fox Cities

Chamber of Commerce S hdisny

Februury 8. 2010

Senator Jeff Plale, Chair Representative James Soletski (Chair)
Senator Bob Wirch Representative Josh Zepnick ( Vice-Chuair)
Senator Pat Kreitlow Representative Anthony Staskunas
Senator Sheila Harsdorf Representative Jon Richards

Senator Jon Erpenbach Representative John Steinbrink

Senator Rob Cowles Representative Joe Parisi

Senator Neal Kedzie Representative Ted Zigmunt

Representative Michael Huebsch
Representative Phil Montgomery
Representative Mark Honadel
Representative Kevin Petersen
Representative Rich Zipperer

Re: SB-469/AB-696
Dear Scnate Utility Committee, and Assembly Committee on Energy and Utilities Members:

The Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce and Industry (The Chamber) is an organization representing the
interests of over 1,500 businesses, both large and small, throughout the Fox Citics metropolitan area.

[n December of 2002. the Chamber took a strong position in support of the rapid deployment of advanced
telecommunications services via a free and open marketplace as vital to our state and national interests.

Here we are eight years later with yet another opportunity, via the Wisconsin Access Reform and Parity
Legislation (SB-469), to promote investment and stimulate job creation in the telecommunications industry.

Consumers are clearly benefiting from the accelerating convergence of technologies that allows for vibrant,
cross-platform competition in voice, video und broadband. This progress also creates the urgent need for
regulatory parity to cnsure that consumer choices. rather than unesven policies. shape the future of this
vibrant and innovative marketplace.

The ability to achieve regulatory parity among competing providers has been extremely important to
creating the climate that has supported today's levels of investment. The lunguage in SB-469/AB-696 takes
us one step closer toward ensuring all teleconimunications providers are deuling from a position of
strength. supported by regulations that ensure Fairmess and opportunity to all.

We ask that you support SB-469/AB-6Y6.
Sincercly.

William J. Welch

President & CEO



