@ 09hr_SC-LEUA_sb0423_pt01

1}

(Form UPDATED: 08/11/2010)

WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE ...
PUBLIC HEARING - COMMITTEE RECORDS

2009-10

(session year)

Senate

{Assembly, Senate or Joint)

Committee on ... Labor, Elections, and Urban
Affairs (SC-LEUA)

COMMITTEE NOTICES ...

> Committee Reports ... CR

> Executive Sessions ... ES

> Public Hearings ... PH

INFORMATION COLLECTED BY COMMITTEE FOR AND AGAINST PROPOSAL

> Appointments ... Appt (w/Record of Comm. Proceedings)
> Clearinghouse Rules ... CRule (w/Record of Comm. Proceedings)

> Hearing Records ... bills and resolutions (w/Record of Comm. Proceedings)
(ab = Assembly Bill) (ar = Assembly Resolution) (ajr = Assembly Joint Resolution)
(sb = Senate Bill) (sr = Senate Resolution) (sjr = Senate Joint Resolution)

> Miscelianeous ... MiSC

* Contents organized for archiving by: Gigi Godwin (LRB) (August/2011)




Senate
Record of Committee Proceedings

Committee on Labor, Elections and Urban Affairs

Senate Bill 423

Relating to: library boards of public libraries established in a first class city.

By Senators Coggs and Taylor; cosponsored by Representatives Colon, Fields,
Zepnick, A. Williams, Toles, Richards and Cullen.

December 15, 2009  Referred to Committee on Labor, Elections and Urban Affairs.
February 17,2010  PUBLIC HEARING HELD
Present:  (4) Senators Coggs, Wirch, Lehman and
Grothman.
Absent: (O Senator A. Lasee.

Appearances For
e Spencer Coggs — Senator
e Jennifer Gonda — City of Milwaukee

Appearances Against
¢ None.

Appearances for Information Only
¢ None.

Registrations For
¢ None.

Registrations Against
e None.

Registrations for Information Only
e None.

March 3, 2010 EXECUTIVE SESSION HELD

Present:  (5) Senators Coggs, Wirch, Lehman, A. Lasee and
Grothman.
Absent:  (0) None.

Moved by Senator Lehman, seconded by Senator Coggs that
Senate Bill 423 be recommended for passage.



Ayes: (5) Senators Coggs, Wirch, Lehman, A. Lasee
and Grothman.
Noes: (0) None.

PASSAGE RECOMMENDED, Ayes 5, Noes 0

WA~

Acfa.m Plo’tkin
Committee Clerk




Vote Record
Committee on Labor, Elections and Urban Affairs

Date: Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Moved by: LE HMAN Seconded by: (o665

AB SB 423 Clearinghouse Rule
AJR SJR Appointment
AR SR Other

AJS Amdt

AJS Amdt to A/S Amdt

AJS Sub Amdt

ASS Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

AIS Amdt to A/S Amdt to A/S Sub Amdt

Be recommended for:
x Passage 1 Adoption [ Confirmation G Concurrence 0 Indefinite Postponement
O Introduction [l Rejection C Tabling 01 Nonconcurrence

Committee Member Absent Not Voting

Senator Spencer Coggs, Chair
Senator Robert Wirch
Senator John Lehman

Senator Alan Lasee

OO00ood
OO000o0

Senator Glenn Grothman

o OOO0O0OF

~ERERRRE

Totals:

ﬁ Motion Carried [0 Motion Failed



Spencer Coggs

State Senator

Senate Bill 423 Testimony
Senator Spencer Coggs
Tue. Feb. 9, 2010

Members,

Thank you for holding this hearing on Senate Bill 423 regarding establishing a quorum
for meetings of the Milwaukee Public Library Board.

As the statutes are currently written, the Milwaukee Public Library Board must have a
quorum of totaling a majority of the total number of seats on the board, whether they are
filled or not. This requirement is unique to the City of Milwaukee. Between unfilled
seats and schedule conflicts, the Board has a consistent issue obtaining a quorum at its
meetings.

SB 423 would make two changes to bring quorum requirements for the Milwaukee
Public Library Board into alignment with other public bodies in the state. First, a quorum
would be constituted by a majority of members of the filled board seats. Second, the
requirement that the County Executive appoint a County Supervisor that does NOT live
in the City of Milwaukee would be amended so that the Executive could select any
Supervisor regardless of residence. This change is supported by the Milwaukee County
Executive.

This legislation, while applying only to the City of Milwaukee Public Library board, has
statewide ramifications. There are tremendous networks of interconnected library
systems in Wisconsin that extend beyond the borders of municipalities and counties to
serve patrons throughout the state. If Milwaukee is not able to achieve quorum, this will
affect the other municipalities that share services with Milwaukee and those that use
Milwaukee’s actions as guidance for their library system.

Again, thank you for holding this hearing today on Senate Bill 423.

Capitol Address: P.O. Box 7882. Madison, Wl 53707-7882 « Phone: (608) 266-2500 ¢ Fax: (608) 282-3546
Home Address: 7819 W. Potomac Ave.. Milwaukee, W1 53222 ¢ Phone: (414) 442-0739
TOLL FREE: 1-877-474-2000 ¢ E-Muil: sen.coggs@legis. wisconsin.gov






Tom Barrett
Mayor

Sharon Robinson
Director of Administration

Department of Administration Paul Vornhoft
Intergovernmental Relations Division Director of intergovernmental Relations

Senate Committee on Labor, Elections and Urban Affairs
February 17, 2010

Milwaukee Public Library Board Quorum
Senate Bill 423

We would like to express our gratitude to the committee members, Representative Colon, Senator
Coggs and the legislation’s cosponsors for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 423
today. The Milwaukee Public Library Board and its staff are proposing this legislation to improve
the ability of the Board to attain a quorum at its monthly meetings. Attaining a quorum has been an
ongoing problem which inhibits the ability of Board to conduct business in a timely manner.

Quorum requirements for our Board are set forth in Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin State Statutes. Two
changes are proposed:

The first change would expand the territory from which the County Executive can appoint his or her
designee. Currently the County Executive's designee must reside within Milwaukee County, but not
within the City of Milwaukee. Typically, the designee has been a County Supervisor. This change
would give the County Executive an expanded number of County Supervisors from which to make
the appointment, to include those who are city residents. With the reduction in the size of the County
Board to 19 members, it has been difficult to get a non-city resident Supervisor to agree to sit on the
Board. As detailed in the attached letter, the Milwaukee County Executive supports this change.

The second change alters the current quorum requirement of 7 of 12 members to instead be a
majority of the filled seats. With vacant seats, it has been very difficult to attain a quorum at many
meetings. This change would allow the Board to more efficiently conduct library business, especially
during extended periods of vacant appointments, such as have been recently experienced.

The Milwaukee Public Library system is a local treasure with 13 heavily used locations. It circulates
over 3 million items each year to local residents and serves as a federal repository as well as a
statewide reference resource. With an annual budget exceeding $20 million, it is critical that the
board be able to meet on a regular basis and make timely decisions regarding its operation.

Thank you for your consideration of this legislation. We urge your support.

For more information, please contact;
Jennifer Gonda. Senior Legislative Fiscal Manager
(414) 286-3492 or jgonda‘amilwaukee.gov

Room 606, City Hall, 200 East Wells Street. Milwaukee, W1 33202 - Phone (414) 286-5584 - Fax (414) 286-8347
www. milwaukee.gov
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as of Wednesday, February 03, 2010

2009-2010 legislative session
Legislative bills and resolutions

(search for another legislative bill or resolution at the bottom of this page)

Senate Bill 423
library boards of public libraries established in a first class city.

N STATUS COST & HOURS

TEXT ; S X B
committee actions and of lobbying efforts

SpONSOrs S . , )

B votes directed at this
LRB analysis . .
text of amendments proposal
Organization N N e
These organizations have reported lobbying on this proposalif™ pa¢e " nlC
{Profile] lnterestsl Notified [PositionjComments|
o| o |City of Milwaukee 12172009 B

Select a legislative proposal and click "go"

House |Assembli
Proposal Type
Joint Resolution
Resolution

Proposal Number |423 (enter

proposal number)
Legislative Session |2009 Regular Session x|
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