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Groups push to get DNR chief appointed by Natural Resource Board

v

Associated Press - February 2, 2008 5:05 PMET

MILWAUKEE (AP) - Some hunting and fishing groups want to allow the Natural Resources Board to hire
and fire the Department of Natural Resources chief.

This week members of the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters pushed an "independent DNR
secretary” as 1 of 3 priorities at their annual lobbying day at the Capitol.

Since 1995, the governor has had the power to appoint the DNR secretary.

Sportsmen aren't happy that there have been three DNR secretaries since 2001 and that the current secretary
and some of his top officials have little agency experience.

But Scott Manley of Wisconsin Manufacturer & Commerce says the DNR has become more responsive
because the secretary is answerable to an elected official.

Late last-year the Democratic-controlled Senate voted to return control to the board by January 2011. But
the Republican-controlled Assembly Natural Resources Committee voted December 19th to give the power
to the board immediately.

Governor Doyle has said he will sign the legislation if it gets to his desk.

Information from: Milwaukee Joumal Sentinel, http://www jsonline.com

Copyright 2008 The Associated Press. Ajl rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Doyle breaking faith, line on DNR position

o

GANUARY I A0S

GREEN BAY — For years, Gov. Jim Doyle has supported good government by backing the return of an independent
state DNR Secretary who would be appointed by the Natural Resources Board rather than as a political appointee of

the governor.

| voted for him because of his campaign promises that he would see to it that the secretary would no longer be

appointed by the governor. Recent media coverage shows that Gov. Doyle is now rethinking his position.

Perhaps, now that the Legislature has a good chance of passing a bill, he's wavering on his word because he doesn't
want to lose power. By not signing a bill that would protect Wisconsin's natural resources, Gov. Doyle would be going
against the wishes of a majority of Wisconsinites who want to see our natural resources in the hands of good

decision-making, not politics.

This is why I'm attending Conservation Lobby Day on Feb. 25 in Madison. | want to use my voice to urge the

governor to rethink his new position on the secretary.

If you want to help restore Wisconsin's conservation integrity, then sign up to join me at www.conservationvoters_line

.org.
Jack Koivisto

http:/iwww.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20090123/GPG0603/901230550/1271
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Doyle is wrong, wrong, wrong on DNR secretary
3/07/2009

Jim Doyle campaigned for governor in 2002 as a supporter of the proposal to remove the
position of Department of Natural Resources secretary from the Cabinet.

He was re-elected in 2006 as a supporter of the proposal, which has long been a top priority for
environmentalists and good government activists who want to ease political and special-interest
pressures on the DNR.

Now, with Democrats in control of both houses of the state Legislature, Doyle should be leading
the charge to make the change he promised and re-establish the DNR secretary as an independent
appointee of the Natural Resources Board.

Instead, the governor now claims that he wants to keep the position in the Cabinet.

Why? The governor claims that having the DNR secretary under his wing made advances in
environmental policy, including passage of the Great Lakes Compact and expansion of the land-
buying Stewardship Program, easier to achieve. ~

Even if the governor is right — and we are not conceding that he is — his argument is an absurd
one. v

- No one serves permanently as governor. No party and no point of view has a permanent claim on
the office.

While Doyle may be tepidly pro-environment, he could easily be replaced by a conservative
Republican governor who is tepidly — or even militantly — anti-environment.

Making the DNR secretary independent of the governor remains the best short- and long-term
strategy for protecting Wisconsin’s natural resources and the economic potential that comes with
being a clean, green state.

Doyle was right when he promised the voters to make the DNR. secretary independent.

Doyle is wrong — wrong for the environment, wrong for sound governance, wrong politically —
when he breaks that promise now.

http://www.madison.com/tct/opinion/441861
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DNR secretary measure has heavy support
Mar. 9, 2009

Madison - State Rep. Spencer Black (D-Madison) said Monday that Assembly and Senate
majorities have agreed to co-sponsor his bill restoring the authority of the state Natural -
Resources Board to name the secretary of that agency.

That would be the most momentum the proposal has had in the Capitol in years and set up a
potential confrontation with Gov. Jim Doyle, who said last week he believes the governor should
name the state's top environmental and recreational leader.

Doyle previously had supported returning the appointment power to the Natural Resources
Board. '

Black said 51 members of the 99-member Assembly - including 38 Democrats and 13
Republicans - have agreed to sponsor his bill. It would reverse the 1995 decision by then-
Republican Gov. Tommy G. Thompson, and Republicans who then controlled the Legislature, to
give appointing power to the governor.

The 1995 change ended a policy that had existed for 67 years.

In the Senate, 14 Democrats and three Republicans - a majority of the 33 senators - also back the
change, led in that house by Sens. Robert Wirch (D-Pleasant Prairie) and Rob Cowles (R-Green
Bay). Other Senate leaders endorsing it are Senate President Fred Risser (D-Madison) and
Assistant Majority Leader Dave Hansen (D-Green Bay).

"I can't recall a time when a controversial bill had this many co-sponsors,” Black said. "This
unprecedented strong and bipartisan support shows how important the independence of the DNR
is to the citizens of the state."

Under the bill, the DNR secretary chosen by the board would have a four-year term, but the
board could make a change before the term is up.

If it became law, it would mean that the term of DNR Secretary Matt Frank would end in fall
2011, or earlier if the board chose. '

Black said he supported the environmental records of Frank and Doyle.

"It's clearly not targeted at either of them," he said. "The point of the bill is: Gov. Doyle will not
be governor forever."



A DNR secretary appointed by another governor could make bad decisions that hurt the
environment for decades, yet remain in the job until a new governor is elected, Black said.

Department of Natural Resources board members are appointed by governors to six-year terms -
longer than the four-year terms of governors, Black said.

Last week, Doyle said he had changed his position on the issue and now believes that gOVernors
should have the ability to name the DNR secretary.

"A secretary appointed by the governor, with the full weight and authority of the governor
behind it, can be much more effective," he told the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters.

Anne Sayers, program director for the League, said the support for Black’s bill means Wisconsin
will restore "conservation integrity."

"There is no question that since 1995 politics have played a much larger role in the decision-
making processes of the DNR," Sayers said.

‘When he was attorey general in 1995, Doyle warned of the dangers of letting governors hire
and fire the DNR secretary.

‘Then, Doyle called that system a "wholesale attack on the way we protect the environment."
Doyle was elected governor in 2002.

Black said he will push the bill after the Legislature adopts a 2009-'11 budget this summer.

http://www.isonline.com/news/statepolitics/40968317.htmi
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Editorial: Governor blocks best chance for independent DNR

Thursday, April 09, 2009

Governor Jim Doyle no longer believes the Department of Natural Resources secretary should be
appointed by an independent board and insulated from political pressure.

The governor’s new position is worse than a flip-flop; it’s a betrayal of progressive governance.

Progressives were aghast 14 years ago when then-Gov. Tommy Thompson, with the approval of
a conservative state Legislature, gutted Wisconsin’s independent DNR and made the secretary a
political appointee who serves at the governor’s pleasure. Not long after the change, the DNR
found itself at the mercy of big-time campaign contributors who could leverage favorable
regulatory treatment from the governor’s office.

If there is any area of government that needs insulation from political pressure, it’s the DNR.
Issues of conservation and the environment, more than any other, involve conflicts between
short-term individual gain and long-term sustainability. It may be profitable in the short term to
destroy wildlife habitat, but the long-term consequence is less wildlife. It may be profitable in
the short term for a developer to scrape off acres of farmland and let construction runoff slide
into a nearby creek, but the long-term consequence is a polluted creek. It may be profitable in the
short-term for a factory to pump mercury into the air or PCBs into a river, but the long-term
consequence is a degraded and less bountiful eco-system.

There has never been a more opportune time restore an independent DNR. Democrats control the
governor’s mansion and both houses of the state Legislature for the first time since 1987. If
Wisconsin can’t get an independent DNR from this legislative session, it’s unlikely to ever
happen. : '

It’s much easier for the DNR to perform its long-term stewardship function when it’s insulated
from political pressure and campaign cash. Perhaps Doyle believes his administration won’t be
pressured into short-term exploitation policies, but Doyle won’t be governor forever. The
political cycle will eventually produce a governor who puts short-term profits over long-term
sustainability. And when a future governor puts the hammer down on a politicized DNR, much
of the blame can be assigned to Jim Doyle. :

ﬁle:///C:/DOCUME’”l/Owner/LOCALS"'l/Temp/Tomah%ZOJournal%ZO-%ZOOpinion.htm
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Doyle strays from promise

April 24, 2009

GREEN BAY — Feb. 25 marked the fifth annual Conservation Lobby Day, where folks from across the state came
together at the State Capitol to speak with their legislators about conservation issues. Past victories of Lobby Day

include the signing of the Great Lakes Compact and programs for renewable energy investments.

This year, 600 citizens gathered with four conservation priorities in mind: restoring an independent DNR secretary,
stopping global warming in Wisconsin with the Strong Clean Energy Economy Bill, protecting our drinking water, and
preserving our groundwater. A diverse crew of conservationists attended Lobby Day this year with interests ranging
from public health to clean energy. As an outdoor enthusiast, | wanted to attend Lobby Day to support the
Independent DNR Secretary Bill.

For 14 years, the DNR secretary has been appointed by the governor, compromising the DNR's ability to manage the
wildemess enjoyed by citizens throughout the state.

As a result, the DNR secretary has become a position vulnerable to political motives and inexberience. I've been
disappointed to learn that the governor has had a change of heart and no longer supports this bill. | support this bill

because the governor’'s politics have no place in my canoce.

Vanessa Ashley Lefan

http:/}www.qreenbavpressqazette.com/article/20090424/GPGOGO31904240554/1 271/GPGOS
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Reader views on DNR secretary selection &D\B!/

Should the governor continue to appoint the DNR secretary?

Future governors may not be good stewards

In 1925 environmentalist Aldo Leopold established the system where a citizens' board appointed the
DNR secretary, who would be relatively independent of political influence. As a result, Wisconsin's
DNR was respected nationally.

Former Gov. Tommy Thompson changed this in 1995, giving governors the appointment power.

in the July hearings on the issue, testimony indicated appointments were made by political affiliation
over professional qualifications, yet it's vital that decisions be made by staff with proven experience
and scientific knowledge.

While Gov. Doyle and DNR Secretary Matt Frank have done well in their stewardship, the next
governor may not be as caring -- with long-term negative effects. The political appointment of a DNR
secretary is wrong-headed and detrimental to the preservation of our natural resources.

-~ Jim Connors, Madison
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Wisconsin Conservationists and Legislators Back Board-appointed DNR Head;
Governor Backslides '

A bill aimed at restoring the authority of the citizen-based Wisconsin Natural Resource Board to
appoint the state’s Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Secretary was introduced to the
Wisconsin legislature on March 9. Backed by a pledged majority support in both the Senate and
Assembly, the bill’s odds of passing are perhaps the best they have been in the last 13 years,
reports the Wildlife Management Institute.

Re-instating an independent DNR Secretary has been a priority of Wisconsin conservation
organizations since 1995, when then-Governor Tommy Thomson convinced lawmakers to make
the position a cabinet appointment. Since that time, a bill proposing to reinstate the Natural
Resource Board’s authority over the Secretary’s appointment has been presented to each
legislative session. For the past two years, the bill has been selected as a Wisconsin Conservation
Priority by the Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters (WLCV).

Jennifer Giegerich, Capitol Liaison for the WLCV, expects the bill to be addressed later this
summer after the state’s current budget crisis has been addressed. Noting that the bill’s first stop
will be in the Assembly’s Natural Resource Committee, chaired by the bill’s sponsor,
Representative Spencer Black, Giegerich is optimistic. “We think this bill has a very good
chance of passing.”

However, controversy over the bill’s future arose on March 5, two days before it was presented
to the Assembly. In a letter given to nearly 600 conservationists attending the state’s annual
Conservation Lobby Day, Governor Jim Doyle withdrew his support of an independent DNR
Secretary, stating that he has “come to believe that a secretary appointed by the Governor, with
the full weight and authority of the governor behind it, can be much more effective.” This is
counter to the position Doyle has held during his last two political campaigns, during which he
publicly supported removing the DNR Secretary from his cabinet, saying, “My preference is that
the secretary be appointed by the (Natural Resource) board. It adds a layer of insulation between
politics and resource decisions. That's a good thing."

Although Governor Doyle has not confirmed whether his current stance would result in a veto if
the bill moved through the legislature, his position reversal has garnered the support of
Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce (WMC) and the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation.
Together, these groups represent the state’s largest business lobby and have long advocated the
office of DNR Secretary as a cabinet appointment since the position oversees environmental
regulation. More recently, WMC has proposed to allow the DNR Secretary to be appointed by
the Natural Resource Board but retain the responsibility of environmental regulation within the
Governor’s cabinet. ‘ .

Despite the setback, conservation groups remain hopeful that the bill will pass later this year. “I
can’t imagine that he [Governor Doyle] would not keep his word,” said Giegerich. “Eighty-five
conservation groups have supported this bill for two legislative sessions. We think that sends a
message.” (mcd) '

http://Www.wildlifemanagementinstitute.org/index.php?option=com content&view=article&id=
344:Wi—dm—head&catid=34:ONB%ZOArticles&Itemid=54
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