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CHAPTER 280
PURE DRINKING WATER

280.01 Definitions. 280.19 Registration exceptions.

280.11 Puredrinking water; powers of department. 280.21 Local authority

280.13 Additional powers of department. 280.25 Report on aquifer recovery system.

280.15 Well drilling and pump installing; registration; licensing; qualifications; 280.30 Well abandonment and property transfer inspections.
fee. 280.97 Penalties.

280.16 Prohibitionon use of certain devices in wells. 280.98 Citations.

280.17 Exceptions.

Cross-reference: See also ch&R 809 811, 812 and845 Wis. adm. code.  to carry out andenforce the provisions of this chaptdt may
- . ) amongother things:

280.01 Definitions. In this chapter: (a) Employ acompetent supervisor to supervise and inspect all
(1) “Department’means the department of natural resourcegell drilling and pump installing operations and aid in the
(2) “Groundwater” means subsurfacevater supplied for enforcemenbf all laws and rules governing the well drilliagd

humanconsumption. pump installing industries. The department may also employ
(2e) “Licensedpump installer’ means any individual who hagssistar)tsprespribe. their respective qualifications and salaries

paid the annual license feender s.280.15 (2m) (c) 2and andassign their duties.

obtaineda license under £80.15 (2m)as a pump installer (b) Conduct investigations and experiments for the advance
(2m) “Licensedwell driller” means any individual who has mentof technical knowledge and ascertain and establistetine

paid the annual license feender s.280.15 (2m) (c) 1and Of groundwater pollution and for the casing of wells or other

obtaineda license under 280.15 (2m)as a well driller meansof protection, and may hold public meetings and attend or
(5) “Pump installing” means the industry and proceduré)erepresented at such meetings within or without the state.
employedin the placement and preparation for operatioeqoip () Enter and inspect at reasonable hours wellegagpment
mentand materials utilized in withdrawing or obtaining watefh€reof.all water supplies for human consumption on private or
from a well for consumption or use, including all constructioRuUP!iC property or may order necessary correctiams repairs of
involved in making entrance to the well and establishing su@pnstructioror may order discontinuances of any veeid the use
sealsand safeguards as are necessary to protect such water s water if found contaminated, polluted or unfit for human
contamination. consumption. It may also disseminate information relative to the
(6) “Well” means an excavation or opening into the grou&&nstructlon,_source and protection Of.SUCh water supply
madeby digging, boring, drilling, driving or other methods for the (d) Require any well drillerpump installer or other person
purposeof obtaining groundwater for human consumption. responsibldor a water supply tsecure an analysis of water by the
(8) “Well driling” means the industry ancprocedure laboratory of hygiene or by any laboratory accredited by the

- L T departmento establish the purity and fitness of such water for
employedin obtaining groundwater from a well by digging, bory, 1o hconsumption and fatomestic purposes. A report of each
ing, drilling, driving or other methods but not including the driv ;

. ; e suchanalysis shall be submitted to the department.
ing of points for the purpose of obtainiggound water It shall P d o be printed st th
alsoinclude all construction work and installation of well casing (e) Prepare and cause to be printed any cdwiigfins or other

: : : : - ocumentghat the department determines meeessary for the
g]g;?r'gq\gglllulggﬁ Ived therein for therotection of such well water safetyof the public health and the betterment of the industies,

History: 1983 a. 1891995 a. 22%.938 Stats. 1095 s, 280.02005 2. 360 [UrNish copies of those documents to licensed well drillers,
licensedpump installers and to the public upon request.

280.11 Pure drinking water; powers of department. (f) Furnish upon request of tbevner of any well, or any well
(1) Thedepartment shall, after a public hearing, prescphb, driller or pump installer recommendations for obtaining and
lish and enforce minimum reasonable standards and ruleegnd maintaininga safe water supply for human consumption.
ulationsfor methods to be pursued in the obtaining of pure drink (2) The department may oits own motion make investiga
ing water for human consumption and the establishing of @lbnsand conduct hearings and may its own motion or upon
safeguardsdeemed necessain protecting the public health complaintin writing, duly signed and verified by the complainant,
againstthe hazards of polluted sourcesirapure water supplies andupon not less than 10 days’ noticethe licensed well driller
intendedor used for human consumption, including minimunar licensed pump installesuspend or revoke as provided in subs.
reasonablstandards for the construction of well pits. It shall hay@) and (4) any well drillefs or pump installés license if the
general supervision and control of all methods of obtainingepartmenhas reason to believe or finds that the holder of the
groundwaterfor human consumption including sanitary cendilicensehas done any of the following:
tions surrounding the same, the construction or reconstruction of(a) Made a material misstatement in the application for the
wells and generally to prescribe, amend, modify or repeal any rylesnseor any application for a renewal of the license.

or regulation theretofore prescribed and s_halhdd per_form any (b) Demonstrated incompetency to icthe industry or indus
actdeemed necessary for the safeguarding of public health. iesfor which the license was issued.

(2) In the conducof any public hearing on the establishing, (c) willfully violated a second time any provision of this chap
amendingor repealing of any such standards or rules, agyror any rule, regulation or order prescribed by the department.
employeedesignated byhe department may act for the depart ) peen found guilty in any civir criminal proceeding of any

mentin holding such public hearing. : L : . : .
History: 1975 c. 391995 a. 22,937 Stats, 1995 s. 28011 action constituting fraud in connection with the well drilleior

Cross—reference- See also ch&lR 809 811 812 and845 Wis. adm. code.  PUMPpinstallers well drilling or pump installing operations.
(3) Thedepartment shall serve a copy of the complaint with
280.13 Additional powers of department. (1) The noticeof the suspensioaf license, if ordered by the department,
departmentayexercise such powers as are reasonably necessamnthe person complained against, and the person shall file an
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answerwith the department and the complainaithin 10 days 1. Well drilling business, $50.
afterservice. The department shall set the méttehearing as 2. Pump installing business, $25.

promptly as possible and within 30 days after the date on which 3 - \\g|| grilling business and pump installing business, $75.
the complaint wadiled. Either party may appear at the hearing ) - . ;
in (e) Latefees. A person who files aapplication for registration
person or by attorney or agent. / 3 - ¢
4) The department may not make an order revoking a Iicenrenewalor who fails to pay the required annual registration fees
( part y not . 9 Sfter January 1 shall pay a late penalty of $15.
undersub.(2) until after a public hearing to be held before the e . ) ) . .
departmentn the county where the licensee has his or her place(f) Expiration. All registrations issued under this subsection
of business. If the licensee is a nonresident, the hearing shalf§gireé on December 31 of each year and are not transferable.
atthe place that the department designafedeast 10 days prior ~ (2m) WELL DRILLER AND PUMP INSTALLER LICENSING. ()
to the hearing the department shall send written notice of the tifgplication. An individual who seeks a well driller or pump
and place of the hearing to the licensee and to the licermttm  installerlicense shall apply to the department on a form prepared
ney or agent of record by mailing the notice to the last-know#y the department. The individual shall include the fee specified
addresf those persons. The testimony presented and procdédoar (c) with the application.
ings had atthe hearing shall be recorded and preserved as theg(b) Renewal. In order to retain his or her licensesasell driller
recordsof the department. The department shall as soon as pmspump installer an individual shabmplywith requirements for
sible after the hearing makiés findings and determination andcontinuingeducatiorpromulgated by the department by rule and

senda copy to each interested party shallapply for license renewal and pay the required license fees
(5) Oneyear after the date of revocation or thereafter a persenderpatr (c) annually on or before January 1.

whoselicense was revoked may apply for a new license. (c) Fees. The license fees required for license application
(6) No individual whose licensieas been revoked under thisannual renewal are as follows:

sectionmay during the period in which threvocation is dééctive, 1. Well driller, $50.

engagein any well drilling or pump installing activity except 2. Pump installer$25
underthedirect supervision of a licensed well driller or licensed . ;
pumpinstaller and as an employee aficensed well drillera . .
licensedpump installera registered well drilling business, or dicenserenewal or paythe required annual fees after January 1
registeredoump installing business. shallpay a late penalty of $15. _

History: 1975 c. 391977 c. 4181993 a482 1995 a. 22%.939 Stats. 1995s.  (€) Prerequisites for pump installer license. The department
280.13;1997 a. 1912005 a. 360 may not issue a pump installer license unless the applicant demon

Cross-reference: See also cNR 122and sNR 128.60Q Wis. adm. code. stratescompetencyn pump installing by passing an examination

280.15 Well drilling and pump installing; registration; adm|n|sterecb_y.the departmgnt. .

licensing; qualifications; fee. (1) BUSINESSREGISTRATION. (f) Prerequisitesfor well driller license. The departmenhay
(a) Registration requirement. No person may engagethe busi notissue a well driller license unless all of the following apply:
ness of well drilling or pump installing in this state unless the per 1. The applicant demonstrates competency in well drithiyng
son obtains registration under thimragraph as a well drilling passingan examination administered by the department.

(d) Late fees. An individual who files an applicatiofor

businesor pump installing business, except as follows: 2. Except as provided in p4g), the applicant has been a-teg
1. Anindividual who is a licensed well driller or a licensedstereddrilling rig operator for at least 2 years within thgears
pumpinstaller is not required to obtain registration. before applying, hascomplied with training and continuing

2. An individual who is employed by or works under contragtducationrequirements under suf8g), and hashe well drilling
with a licensed well drilleor a licensed pump installer is notexperiencerequired by the department by rule.
requiredto obtain registration. (9) Exceptions. 1. The department may issue a well driller
3. Anindividual who is employed by or works under contradicenseto an applicant who does not comply with. g8r2. if the
with a person whds registered under this paragraph is napplicant complies with pa(f) 1. and holds a well driller license
requiredto obtain registration. in good standing from another state and the department deter

4. Anindividual to whom sub4) or s.280.19applies is not minesthat the other state has laws and rules governing well dril
requiredto obtain registration. ling and licensing of well drillers that are substantially similar to

(am) Prerequisite. The department may not grant registratioH"s states laws and rules. . . )
underpat () to a person to engage in the business ofaviling 2. The depa(tment shall establa;llternatlve requirements to
unlessthe person is icensed well drillera licensed well driller Par-(f) 2. for applicants who have gained well drilling experience
hasan ownership intered the business, or the person employ8éforeJune 1, 2008.
or contracts with a licensed well drilleThe department may not  (3g) DRILLING RIG OPERATORREGISTRATION. (&) Application.
grantregistration under paf@) to a person to engage in the busiAn individual who seeks registration aslirilling rig operator shall
nessof pump installing unless the person is a licensed purapply to the department on a form prepared by the department.
installer,a licensed pump installer has an ownership interest in thiee individual shall include a fee of $25.
business, or the person emplaysontracts with a licensed pump  (b) Renewal. In order to retain registration as a drilling rig
installer. operatoran individual shalcomplete training approved by the
(b) Application. A person who seeks to register a well drillinglepartmenand comply with requirements for continuing educa
businesr pump installing business shall apply to the departmditn promulgated by the department by rule and shall apply for
for registration of each place of business or retail ob#etr she registrationrenewal and pay a fee of $25 annually otbefore
operatesas a well drilling business, pump installing business, Januaryl.
both, upon forms prepared by the department for this purpose.(d) Latefees. An individual who files an application for regis
The application shalbe accompanied by a registration fee fofration renewal or who pays the required annual fee after January
eachplace of business or retail outlet included in the applicationshall pay a late penalty of $15.

(c) Renewal. In orderto retain registration as a well drilling (3r) SupervisioNn. (a) Requirement. Except as provided in

businesor pump installing business a person shall apply for regar.(b) andsub.(4), an individual who is not a licensed well driller
istrationrenewal and pay the requireggistration fees annually or a registered drilling rig operator maply engage in well dil

on or before January 1. ling if the individual is under the supervision of a licensed well
(d) Registration fee. The fees required for registration applicadriller or a registered drilling rig operator who is on site of the
tion or annual renewal are as follows: well drilling.
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(b) Exception. Paragrapla) does not apply to an individual assistancea fee for those services. Fees may not exceed the
performingwell drilling of a public well for a local governmental department’sactual costs of providing the services.

unit i the individualapplies for registration under sUBZ) N0 (4) Review anp AUDIT. The department shall review and audit
laterthan 14 days after the day on which the individual begins g@riodicallyeach ordinance and program adopteder s59.70
performthe well drilling. (6) to ascertain compliance with this chapter and with ruléiseof

(4) Work oN OWN REAL ESTATE. No person is required to departmentinder this chaptenf an ordinance or related program
obtaina registration or license undis section for driving, dig is not in compliance, the department may revoke the authority of
ging or otherwise obtaining groundwater supply on real estatge county to enforce the ordinance. Revocation may be made
ownedor leased by that person, but the well and the work done@ily pursuant to written department findings made afaulsic
the well shall comply with the law and the rules promulgdigd hearingheld in the county upon 30 days advance notice to the

the department. clerk of the local unit of government.
History: 1983 a. 271995 a. 22%.940; Stats. 1995 s. 280.15999 a. 852001
a. 107 2005 a, 360 (5) CONCURRENTENFORCEMENT. Thedepartment may enforce

this chapter andules of the department under this chapter that are

280.16 Prohibition on use of certain devices in wells. ~coveredby an ordinance adopted undes$.70 (6) in thecounty
(1) In this section“pitless adapter” means a device that attach#4th the ordinancef the department is engaged in audit or review
awell casing pipe to an undgound pipe that conveys water fromactivities,if there is reasonable cause to believe that the ordinance
thewell. or related enforcement program of the county is not in compliance

(2) No person may install a pitless adapter that extends into Hj&fersub.(4) or if the department determines that there are spe
inside of a well casing pipe except if the sand screen is per | circumstances requiring concurrent enforcemerithe
nently attached to théottom of a well casing pipe that is eon epartmenshall continue to enforce this chapter aniés of the

structedof polyvinyl chloride. Onlythe following may install pit departmentinder this chapter that are not covered by an ordinance
lessadapters: in counties with ordinances adopted undéi%70 (6)

(@) A licensed pump installer History: 1983 a. 4101995 a. 2011995 a. 225.944; Stats. 1995 s. 280.21.

(b) An employee of licensed pump installer or a registereggy 25 Report on aquifer recovery system. (1) In this
pumpinstalling business. section:

reg(ig)tef\e\goeul(rjr?p: ;Jnr;ctiaelrliggntghas(i:ltwgtsh alicensed pump instalter ~(a) “Aquifer storage and recovery system” has the meaning
History: 1997 a. 1222005 a. 360 givenin 3'16,0'.257 @) . . .
(b) “Municipal water system” has the meaning giversin

280.17 Exceptions. The provisions of this chapter shall notL60.257(1) (c)

applyto the construction of wells where the water is usedfonly ~ (2) The operator of a municipal water system that uses an

stock watering andother similar domestic purposes and is naiquifer storage and recovery system sisalbmit a report to the

usedfor human consumption. departmentno later than the first day of the 60th month after
History: 1995 a. 22.941; Stats. 1995 s. 280.17. beginningto operate thequifer storage and recovery system,

. . . . . . describingthe experience that the operator has had with using the
280.19 Registration exceptions. No registration or license aquiferstorage and recovery system.

to engage in the well drilling or pump installing industry is" yisiory: 2001 a. 109
requiredof competent sanitary engineers or of superintendents of
waterworkssystems in the@reparations of plans and specificapgn 30 \Well abandonment and property transfer
tionsor in supervising the installation of wells and water systemigspections. (1) Derinimion. Notwithstanding £80.01 (6)in
for the obtaining of supplies of groundwatbutthe plans and s section, “water supply well” means an excavation or opening
specificationsshall conform to all requirements established by thgiq the ground made by digging, boring, drilling, or other method
department. thatsupplies water for any purpose.

ristory: 1995 2. 22894 Stats. 1995 5. 280.18005 2. 360 (2) ABANDONMENT. An individual may not fill or seal a water
280.21 Local authority. (1) ORDINANCES. The department Supplywell unless one of the following applies:
may authorize counties to adopt ordinances unde®.3.0 (6)(b) (&) The individual is a licensed weltiller or licensed pump
and(c), relating to the enforcement of tlikapter and rules of the installer.
departmentinder this chapterThe department shall establish by () The individual isunder the supervision of a licensed well
rule standards for approval of ordinances and enforceprent griller or licensed pump installer ¢he individual is under the

grams. Among other things, the rules may: supervisionof a water systernperator certified under 881.17

(a) Include personnel, training, reportiagd other require (3) and the well is within the service area of the local goveramen
ments; tal water system for which the certified operator works. The

(b) Establish separate standards fofedént categories of licensedor certified individual is not required to be present during
wells and enforcement actions; thefilling or sealing.

(c) Require approval by the department before a variaiage  (¢) The individual is a water system operator certified under
be granted; and s.281.17 (3)and the well isvithin the service area of the local

(d) Establish exemptions from licensing or alternate licensifgvernmentavater system for which the individual works.
requirementsor replacement of a pump in an egcy. (3) PROPERTYTRANSFERWELL INSPECTIONS. (a) An individual

(2) PrivaTE WELLS. The departmertthall define by rule “pfi - may not for compensation, in contemplatioha transfer of real
vatewell” and “private wells” as used in this section an8%70 property,conduct an inspection of the real property for the pur
(6). The definition may not include wells for which plans angdoseof locating or evaluating water supply wells or pressure sys
specificationsmust be submitted to thiepartment for approval temson the real property unless tinglividual is a licensed well
prior to construction or installation. driller or a licensed pump installer

_(3) TRAINING. The department shall provitraining and tech () The department shall promulgate rules for inspections and

nical assistance to local government employaed agents for eygjuationsdescribed in pata).
implementatiorof this section and §9.70 (6) The department  isiory: 2005 a. 360
may chage each county which receives training and technicalcross-reference: See sNR 812.26 Wis. adm. code.
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280.97 Penalties. Except as provided in 880.98 (3) any (3) A person who commits a violation specified under &2ip.
personwho violates any provision of this chaptshall be fined shall,if the department issues a citatiomder sub(1), be required
notless than $10r more than $100 or imprisoned not more thato forfeit $500 for a first violation and $1,000 for a 2nd or subse
30 days, or both. Each day during which a violation continuggientviolation of the same provision.
constitutesa separate t#nse that may be punished separately (1) The department shall promulgate rules that specify an
o bhctory: 1993 2. 4821995 a. 228.943 Stats. 1995 5. 280.91997 a. 272005 enforcemenprocess that the department must follow before issu
ing acitation under sul{l). The department shall include in the
280.98 Citations. (1) Except as provided in sul5), the enforcemenprocess under this subsection an enforcercemt
departmenmayfollow the procedures for the issuance of a-citderencewith the person against whom enforcementaatem
tion under ss23.50t0 23.99to collect a forfeiture as specified inplated.
sub.(3) from a person who commits a violation specified under (5) Subsectio{1) does not apply to a community water-sys
sub.(2). tem, as defined in £81.62 (1) (a)that is owned by a cityillage,

(2) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules that spedifle- town, county town sanitarydistrict, utility district, public inland
tions of rules under this chapter relating to licensing; registratiolake protection and rehabilitation district, or municipal water dis
disinfection, sampling, and reporting requirements; watgs trict, or by a privately owned water utility serving any of the fore
temsthat were installed before February1991; and well or drill going.
hole abandonment to which sufi) applies. History: 2005 a. 360
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