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Fiscal Estimate Narratives
DOR 1/12/2012

LRB Number 11-0066/2 Introduction Number AB-0452 |Estimate Type  Original

Description

Resolution of claims against the state for wrongful imprisonment of innocent persons, exempting from
taxation certain amounts an individual receives from the claims board or legislature, and making
appropriations

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Under current law, the Wisconsin Claims Board is directed to hear petitions for compensation by persons
who are released from imprisonment for crimes of which they claim to be innocent. Based on the board's
findings it may compensate innocent convicts in an amount up to $5,000 per year of imprisonment or a
maximum of $25,000, whichever is less. For amounts exceeding the maximum, the board may submit its
recommendation for additional compensation to the state legislature.

This bill increases the amount that the board may authorize for compensation to $50,000 per year and
eliminates the limit on the total amount of compensation. It also indexes the maximum amount for inflation
using the U.S. Consumer Price Index. Furthermore, the bill exempts from taxation the payments that an
individual, or his or her estate, receives from the claims board, or from the state legislature as a result of
claims board action.

Based on data from prior Claims Board decisions, the tax exemption is expected to reduce revenue by a
minimal amount annually.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications
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Resolution of claims against the state for wrongful imprisonment of innocent persons, exempting from
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