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Mueller, Eric
I

From: Fiocchi, Tim

Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 1:18 PM
To: Mueller, Eric

Subject: RE: Speed Limits

Hi Eric,

P'm sorry for the miscue — I thought you wete going to draft based on our conversation. To try to sum up, the bill
should permit DOT to set speed limits up to 70 mph on Freeways or Expressways that are designated as Interstate
highways. It should then require them to post the signs on the highways where the limit is to be changed within 6
months of the bill taking effect.

In addition, it should require DOT to study other Freeways and Expressways and report back to the standing
(transportation) committees of the legislature within one year on the safety and suitability of changing over to 70 on
those other roadways.

Please give me a call with questions,

Tim

From: Mueller, Eric

Sent: Friday, September 27, 2013 1:01 PM
To: Fiocchi, Tim

Subject: Speed Limits

Tim,

Were you going to send an email with drafting instructions regarding the ASA to AB389? Or did you want me to work off
of my notes from our phone conversation? Or are things still in flux?

Eric Mueller

Attorney, Legislative Reference Bureau
Phone: (608)261-7032
eric.mueller@legis.wisconsin.gov
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ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT ,

TO ASSEMBLY BILL 389

i

AN ACT fo amend 34657 (1) (ag), 346

create 349.11 (2) (d) of the sﬂtatutgms)/‘r’”érl;tmg to: the maximum speed limit on

B

freeways and expressways.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, the maximum speed limit on any freeway or expressway in
this state is 65 miles per hour. A “freeway” is defined as any state trunk highway
with four or more lanes of traffic separated by a barrier or median (a paved or
landscaped strip between opposing traffic) that gives preference to through traffic
by limiting access to only interchanges. An “expressway” is also defined as any state
trunk highway, but only a state trunk highway that the Department of
Transportation (DOT) determines has four or more lanes of traffic separated by a
barrier or median that gives preference to through traffic by use of interchanges or
by limiting at—grade access to selected public roads and driveways.

Also under current law, if DOT determines on the basis of an engineering and
traffic investigation that any statutory speed limit on the state trunk highway
system is greater or less than is reasonable or safe or that the actual speed of vehicles
is greater or less than is reasonable and prudent, DOT may determine and declare
a reasonable and safe speed limit on the applicable highway segment and post the
highway segment with signs imposing this modified speed limit. However, there are
limitations on DOT’s authority to modify speed limits, and DOT may not declare a
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57 (1) (am) and 346.57 (4) (gm); and fo
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speed limit greater than 55 miles per hour, except that the speed limit may be 65
miles hour on a freeway or expressway.
This stbstitute amendment increases the maximum speed limit on freeways

and expresswaysfrom 65 miles per hour to 70 miles per hour. This speed limit of 70

miles per hour di i osts the limit by official traffic signs,—,

ut the substitute amendment requires DOT to post the 70 miles per hour limit on /-4

most freeways or expressways within approximately six months after the substitute /

~amendment’s effective datgs The substitute amendment alsqhmits-DOPFsEuthority,

modify the sta 0 peed-hrmit-of-70-miles-per-hour-on-fre \ED

Under the substitute amendment, if DOT makes a determination following the
process under current law, described above, that a reasonable and safe speed limit|
on a freeway or expressway is less than 70 miles per hour, DOT may notify the Jointi
Committee on Finance (JCF) in writing of the proposed lower speed limit. The!
proposed lower speed limit may be implemented by DOT, and DOT may post the |
applicable freeway or expressway with the lower speed limit, only if JCF expressly | \(y
approves the proposed speed limit or implicitly approves the proposed speed limit by ¥ 1 g
failing to schedule a meeting for the purpose of reviewing the proposed speed limit { / ,\)}/
state trunk highway that, as determined by [DOT], has 4 or more lanes of traffic

within 14 working days after the date of DOT’s notification. Certain freeways and / | /
physically separated by a median or barrier and that gives preference t@through i

10010

This substitute amendment also changes the definition of es

expressways with a current speed limit of less than 65 miles per hour may be poste /”
H
i
L four

at a speed limit less than 70 miles per hour without following this ngce%
0“a 1
\[} traffic by allowing only some at—grade access to roads and driveways(fjand the | (B‘J [
efinition of)freeway|to “a state trunk highway that, as defermined by [DOT], has 4——

or more lanes of traffic physically separated by a median or barrier that gives
preference to through traffic by limiting access to interchanges only.” 3)/ !
\ |

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

s

1 SECTION 1. 346.57 (1) (ag) of the statutes is amended to read:

346.57 (1) (ag) “Expressway” means a state trunk highway that, as determined

e o -

by the department, has 4 or more lanes of traffic physically separated by a median
or barrier and that gives preference to through traffic by utilizing-interchanges-or
limiting allowing only some at-grade access to seleeted—publie roads and publie j

driveways. An “expressway” may include a highway that utilizes interchange ]

e
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SECTION 2. 346.57 (1) (am) of the statutes is amended to read: /
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2013 - 2014 Legislature

346.57 (1) (am) “Freeway” means a state trunk highway that, as determined
by the department, has 4 or more lanes of traffic physically separated by a median
or barrier and that gives preference to through traffic by limiting access to

interchanges only.

,,.,,/«

Sevent miles per hour on any freeway or

346.57 (4) (gm) (

[

expresswa

SECTION 4. 349.
349.11 (2) (d) 1. Madify the speed limit stated in s. 346.57 (4) (gm), except as
provided in this paragrdph. If the department has satisfied the requirements under
sub. (1) (a) and detgrmined that a speed limit less than 70 miles per hour is a
reasonable andw§éf:e speed limit on an expressway, as defined in s. 346.57 (1) (ag), or
a freeway, gs’{ieﬁned in s. 346.57 (1) (am), the department may notify the joint

commi’gtée on finance in writing of the proposed lower speed limit. If the

cochéirpersons of the committee do not notify the department that the committee has

”’s'cheduled a meeting for the purpose of reviewing the proposed speed limit within 14

working days after the date of the department’s notification, the department may
consider the proposed speed limit to be approved. If, within 14 working days after
the date of the department’s notification, the cochairpersons of the committee notify
the department that the committee has scheduled a meeting for the purpose of
reviewing the proposed speed limit, the proposed speed limit is not approved unless
it is expressly approved by the committee. The department may not post the

proposed speed limit as provided in sub. (1) (a) unless it has been approved under this
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(2) (d) of the statutes is created to read ~
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1/ 2. Notwithstanding subd. 1., if the department has declared a speed limit of less

than 65 miles per hour on an expressway, as defined in s. 346.57 (1) (ag), or a freeway,
as defined in s. 346.57 (1) (am) on the effective date of this subdivision .... [LRB
inserts date], the department may maintain that speed limit of less than 70 miles per

hour on the expressway or freeway on the effective date of this subdivision .... [LRB |

follow the procedure under subd. 1. for a modification of a speed limit after the

effectlve date of thls subdlwsmn [LRB inserts date]

T

N

2

3

4

5

6 inserts date], without following the procedure under subd. 1. The department shall
7
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SECTION 5. Nonstatutory prov1310ns

@ ( 1) Except with respect to expressways or freeways for which the speed limit

e

"_. S ‘\ “5 s
\y . created by this act the sportatlon shall erect official 31gns glvmg

-
13 notlce of th%ilt under section 346.57 (4) (gm) of t‘hestatutes as affected by this act,

''''''

14 no later than the first day of the 7th month beginning after publication. e
15 \ . ~ (END) =
(\ 70M(((AP‘QPAKO

Ns:subT (2) Noo Jebe bamn one gen, ofne il sHetise

P

(;«\R c{ WHae, éu%tcfwc‘/\ 103 A/ &*J(Mm(’} JS;V&CTQE}( ol o
ogriqTe GNat

Shal §~/‘9~«¢;;/C:==g:? +Hs “/’l{”""“"“k S hud

m
CEMQ%T & ele Y ‘Slokeee , @S g/&k SV, L-; e
%{K“W ¢£ qt( aSCanra o 4(0\:3 é‘& gre; IJ&V“" ¢~§ m
Sole e avd £
,*ﬁ,‘“ﬁlj\ 4 rzpw% on ¥la Kfu rab liby a

70 W’.’ M~Q:FA,~:L\M 4‘>¢¢J [ian, & oon _(A:(mcﬁwﬁS
a4 &&W*ZS Hoad ace nof e (et LN o O N |

Sygkmf ‘{Q“(ﬁ{fz\k o Agﬁu&;«_, \"(‘j‘*w%s



