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2011 - 2012 LEGISLATURE

2011) BILL

o .

o U/ 04/

Repon
AN ACT to repeal 5.35 (6)}&\, 5.51(7), 5.81 (4), 5.91 (6), 7.50 (1) (d) and 8.50 (3)
(c); and to amend 5.02 (16m;:\&15 (6) (b), 5.37 (4), 5.62 (1) and (2), 5.62 (3) and
(5). 5.655 (1), 5.84 (1), 5.91 (1) and"(), 6.80 (2) (am), 6.80 (2) (1), 6.87 (4), 7.08
(2) (b), 7.50 (2) (). 8.16 (1), (6) and (7),‘§f*r7,,,.,(;) (2). 8.20 (9), 8.50 (3) (b), 9.10 (3)
(e), 10.02 (3) (b) 2. and 2m., 11.06 (7m) (a), 11.31 (3m), 11.50 (1) (a) 1. and 11.50
(1) (@) 2. of the statutes; relating to: authorization for electors to vote in the

primary of more than one political party.

. . . Sianle 1
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau - - =" 4

Presently, a voter in a partisan primary election may cast a,ballbt or vote in the a
column of only one major political party, regardless of the number of candidates who  Par® ‘e
are running for office in that party, if any. voter in ¢he September?

primary may vote for any of the independent candidates for state office, but if the

voter chooses this option, he or she may not vote for any party candidates for any

office. (Candidates of minor parties appear on the ballot as independent candidates.) g O
This bill permits a voter in ¢he Septembeér primary and other /partisan

U@m to “split tickets,” designating the candidate of his or her choice for each

office, including the offices of governor and lieutenant governor, regardless of party
affiliation.” The bill also allows a voter to vote for independent candidates for one or
more state offices in the Septen primary, in addition to party candidates for one
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or more state or county offices! Under the bill, a voter may still vote for only one
candidate for each office’ The voting procedure at the general election and other

partisan elections is unaffected by the bill! ﬁ&i&/ ;’»’ﬂ/* ey
bd The bill initially applies to voting at thef'2012 “September primary election.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

contained. In mummpahtles havmg a population of less than 35,000, the resolution

1 SecTION 1. 5.0% (16m) of the statutes is amended to read: “H'M’
@ 5.02 (16m) "Recognized political party” means a political party whieh fualifies

3 for a separate ballet-or column or row on partisan primary and election ballots under

4 s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2).

5 SECTION 2. 5.15 (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to rM

6 5.15(6) (b) No later than 60 days before each September primary and genefal /

7 election, and no later than 30 days before each other election the governmg body of ;{

8 any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more wards for{{_yotmg purposes to /

9 facilitate using a common polling place. Whenever V\ia;dsare so combined, the g
10 original ward numbers shall continue to be utilizggl fd;;ll official purposes. Except I
11 as otherwise authorized under this pag,ag’r/.;;)h, every municipality having a
12 population of 35,000 or more shal’l/m’g{r/ltain separate returns for each ward so
13 combined. In municipalities haV’mg a population of less than 35,000, the governing ;
14 body may provide in th}e,«ré;olution that returns shall be maintained only for each ‘
15 group of combinequé/r‘ds at any election. Whenever a governing body provides for g
16 common bal}ef/l,)/oxes and ballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be
17 maintz{t{iné/(; for each separate ballot required under ss.—5:62-and s. 5.64 at the Z
18 Sepiémber—pﬁmafyand general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a copy E
19 /»"/(”)f the resolution to the county clerk of each county in which the municipality is :E

{
|
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1 shatlA ferhain in effect for each election until modified or rescinded, or until a ney
2 division is made under thg ‘ge’etiort;mwmﬂ ]
X
Trsest 3 SEcTION 3. 5.35 (6) (b) of the statutes is repealed

o R 5 i Ao
3 ’L’ 7&4 e SECTION 4. 5.37 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

5 5.37 (4) Voting machines may be used at primary elections when they comply

6 with subs. (1) and ( a%&@ewgpr%%—%l{aw r

7 candidate’s name entitled to appear on the -ballets ballot at the pmm(end the party

S

8 that he or she represents shall appear on the machme’»eheelee‘eepeaﬁr—}et#eeeiep

e

10

12 wishes to vote: or the independent candidates in-the case of-the September primary; /f

13 t—heT/t:e elector may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she 154/
Klél////lawfully entitled to vote for but no more. AT

15 SECTION 5. 5. g( 1 of the statutes is repealed.

16 SECTION 6. 5.62 (1) and (2) of the s;mnded to read:

17 5.62 (1) (a) At September primaries, the following ballot shall be provided |

18 the nomination of candidates of recognized political parties for nationatstate and %

19 county offices and independent candidates for state offw :;ard, in the same %

20 form as prescribed by the board under s. 7. 08 (1) (&), "g;eept as authorized in s. 5.655. |

21 The ballots shall be made up of the several party tickets with each party entitled to i

22 participate in the prlmary under»ﬂ;)ar (b) or sub. (2) having its own balet column or %

23 row, except as agthorlzed in s. 5.655. The independent candidates for state office g

24 other than dlstrlct attorney shall have a separate ballet column or row for all such ;;

e ar;dldates as under s. 5.64 (1) (e) except as authorized in s. 5.655. The ballots-shall
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be-secured-together-at-the-bottem. The party-ballet column or row of the party

receiving the most votes for president or governor at the last general electionfsﬁill

be es-top first with the other parties arranged in descending order based ,gi{n their vote

for president or governor at the last general election. The balle%s/ olumns or rows

P

of parties qualifying under sub. (2) shall be placed after to §h§z’i“ight of or below the

parties qualifying under par. (b), in the same order in whic

he parties filed petitions

with the board. Any ballot required under par. (b) 2./$hall be placed next in order.

The baleot column or row listing the independent )z{ndidates shall be placed at-the
£

bettem last. At polling places where voting myéfhines are used, each party and the

independent candidates shall be represen}éé in one or more separate columns or

/
rows on the ballot. At polling places whete an electronic voting system is used other

than an electronic voting machine,

£
be represented in separate co/lemns or rows on the ballot.

ach party and the independent candidates may

An elector _at the

September primary may vqt"é for any candidate for each office regardiess of the

f;

political affiliation of thg’”éandidate.

(b) 1. Except ag{ provided in subd. 2. and s. 5.64 (1) (e) 2., every recognized

political party lis};éﬁd on the official ballot at the last gubernatorial election whose

candidate for any statewide office received at least 1% 1 percent of the total votes cast
/

for that off}afe and, if the last general election was also a presidential election, every

K
I

recognizfe’él political party listed on the ballot at that election whose candidate for

¢

presigiént received at least 1% 1 percent of the total vote cast for that office shall have

S
£

ﬂa—sepaa:a{&pﬁma#y-baue{—e; one or more separate columns or rows on the primary

ioa ballot

" at the September primary and general election in every ward and election district.

An organization which was listed as mdependent at the last general election and

R




R _—
S
R
S

AT SR T s ae

Ay
£y

:

.,

w N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

P
) LRB--0090/1
15 JTK:wlj:jf
BILL SECTION 6

2011 - 2012 Legislature

whose candidate meets the same qualification shall receive the same ballot status |
{‘v

upon petition of the chairperson and secretary of the organization to the board
requesting such status and specifying their party name, which may not duplicate the
name of an existing party. A petition under this subdivision maylbé'filed no later

#

than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of each general election.

yj‘
r

2. Subdivision 1. applies to a party within any asse/m'bly district or county at
any September primary election only if at least one pa{ldldate of the party for any
national, state or county office qualifies to have h}sfor her name appear on the ballot
under the name of that party within that a/sf;éfr/nmy district or county. The county
clerk or county board of election commls/mners shall provide -a-combined-separate
ballet-er one or more separate columais or rows on the ballot that will permit an
elector to cast a vote for a write—jﬁgcandidate for the nomination of any such party
for each natibnal state and /County office whenever that party qualifies to be

represented mmepapa{e—pﬁma{y%alle&er in one or more separate columns or rows

under subd. 1. but doesff]ot qualify under this subdivision. The ballot shall include

/
the name of each [/),a’rty qualifying for -a-separate-ballet-er one or more separate

/
columns or rows /(m the ballot under each office, with the names of the candidates for

/
each such party appearing in the same order in which the ballets columns or rows
f,,

of the parj:fiies would appear under par. (a).
(Z}'j(a) Except as provided in par. (b) and s. 5.64 (1) (e) 2., any political
orgamzatlon may be represented en-a-separate-primnary-ballet-er in one or more

S;zparate columns or rows on the September primary ballot as prescribed in sub. (1)
/

/ (a) and in a separate column or row on the general election ballot in every ward and

election district. To qualify for a separate ballet column or row under this paragraph,

the political organization shall, not later than 5 p.m. on June 1 in the year of the
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September primary, file with the board a petition requesting separate ballot status.

The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 electors, including at least 1,000

electors residing in each of at least 3 separate congressional districts. The petition

shall conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. No signature obtained before January

1 in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a political organization filing

a valid petition fulfill the requirements prescribed by law, they shall appear en-a

separate-ballet-or in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot fpr“}he period
o

ending with the following general election.

(b) Paragraph (a) applies to a party within any assem

any September primary election only if at least one ca

e
i
e

e

district or county at

idate of the party for any

national, state or county office qualifies to have his e her name appear on the ballot

under the name of that party within that ass

bly district or county. The county

clerk or county board of election commissitners shall provide -a-combined-separate

balet-er one or more separate Colurpﬁ; or rows on the ballot that will permit an

elector to cast a vote for a'write;,iﬁ candidate for the nomination of any such party

. / ' .
for each national, state ar}df county office whenever that party qualifies to be

y
represented en-a-separate’primary-ballet-er in one or more separate columns or rows

under par. (a) but doeg§ ot qualify under this paragraph. The ballot shall include the

name of each paljrgf qualifying for -a-separate-ballet-or one or more separate columns

Or TOWS 0N the"’ballot under each office, with the names of the candidates for each such

party appearing in the same order in which the -balets columns or rows of the parties

woul,d’:appear under sub. (1) (a).

5.62 (3) The board shall designate the official primary ballot arrangement for

statewide offices and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by using the

" SECTION 7. 5.62 (3) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:

£ S g i s e T

o

e #

A
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LQ’ 1 same procedure as provided in s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ﬁ;eparate \\E
2 column or row on the ballot, the candidates for office shall be listecift/qgéﬁ}#er with the ‘E

3 offices which they seek in the following order whenever thes%afafi’ces appear on the

4 September primary ballot: governor, lieutenant gpvéfnor, attorney general, A

5 secretary of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, /H§ representative in congress,

6 state senator, representative to the assembly,.district attorney and the county offices.

7 Below the names of the independent ;}&ada((i/c/l;tes shall appear the party or principle

e
of the candidates, if any, in 5 wordsS or less, as shown on their nomination papers. -

A S,

candidates, as provided in sub. (1) (b) or (2) (b), but no space shall be provided to write

!
|
in the names of independent candidates. .. R
17 SECTION 8. 5.(?55 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
18 5.655 (1) Whenever a separate ballot is required to be used, a municipality may
19 use a single ballot to facilitate the use of voting machines or an electronic voting
20 system or, if the municipality employs paper ballots, may use a consolidated paper
21 ballot that is authorized under sub. (2). If a municipality uses a single ballot in lieu
22 of separate ballots, the ballot shall include a separate column or row for any office;
23 or referendum er-party for which a separate ballot is required by law and the ballot
24 shall be distributed only to electors who are eligible to vote for all of the offices and

25 referenda appearing on the ballot.
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K
SECTION 9. 5.81 (4) of the statutes is repealed.
SECTION 10. 5.321 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.84 (1) Where any municipality employs an electronic voting system whéeh—/(é{«dv

utilizes automatic tabulating equipment, either at the polling place or at a central

counting location, the municipal clerk shall, on any day not more than 10 days prior

to the election day on which the equipment is to be utilized, have the equipment

tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all

measures. Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be given by the clerk

at least 48 hours prior to the test by publication of a class 1 notice under ch. 985 in

one or more newspapers published within the municipality if a newspaper is

published therein, otherwise in a newspaper of general circulation therein. The test

shall be open to the public. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited

group of ballots so marked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes for

each candidate and on each referendum. The test shall include for each office one

Thay”
or more ballotswha’eh[have votes in excess of the number allowed by law and,fera

- in order to test the ability of the

automatic tabulating equipment to reject such votes. If any error is detected, the

municipal clerk shall ascertain the cause and correct the error. The clerk shall make

an errorless count before the automatic tabulating equipment is approved by the

clerk for use in the election.

o X
SEcTION 11. 5.91 (1) and (3) of the statutes are amended to read:

5.91 (1) It enables an elector to vote in secrecy W
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(3) Except-in-primary-elections—it It enables an elector to vote for a ticket

selected in part from the nominees of one party, and in part from the nominees of

other parties, and in part from independent candidates and, except in the case of

independent candidates at primary elections, in part of from candidates whose

names are written in by the elector.

SECTION 12. 5.9 F(G) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 13. 6‘809((2) (am) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) (am) In partisan primaries, an elector may vote for a person as the
candidate of the party of the elector’s choice, if that person’s name does not appear
on the official ballot ef-that party, by writing in the name of the person in the space
provided on the ballot or the ballot provided for that purpose, or where voting
machines are used, in the irregular ballot device, designating the party for which the
elector desires such person to be the nominee.

SECTION 14. 6.88 (2) (f) of the statutes is amended to read:

6.80 (2) () In the presidential preference primary and-otherpartisan-primary
eleetions at polling places where ballots are distributed to electors, unless the ballots
are prepared under s. 5.655 or are utilized with an electronic voting system in which
all candidates appear on the same ballot, after the elector prepares his or her ballot
the elector shall detach the remaining ballots, fold the ballots to be discarded and fold
the completed ballot unless the ballot is intended for counting with automatic
tabulating equipment. The elector shall then either personally deposit the ballots
to be discarded into the separate ballot box marked “blank ballot box,” and deposit
the completed ballot into the ballot box indicated by the inspectors, or give the ballots

to an inspector who shall deposit the ballots directly into the appropriate ballot
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v
boxes. The inspectors shall keep the blank ballot box locked until the canvass is

completed and shall dispose of the blank ballots as prescribed by the municipal clerk.

SECTION 15 «'é 337 (t ) E)fthe statutes is amended to read: |

6.87 (4) Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector votiqg"‘gl)sentee

shall make and subscribe to the certification before one witness whq}ié’an adult U.S.

#
o

citizen. The absent elector, in the presence of the witness, shalFmark the ballot in

a manner that will not disclose how the elector’s vote is casts” The elector shall then,

e
A
&

still in the presence of the witness, fold the ballots so eag;l‘{ is separate and so that the

P
E

elector conceals the markings thereon and deposit,them in the proper envelope. If
a consolidated ballot under s. 5.655 is used, tl}e"glector shall fold the ballot so that
the elector conceals the markings theregﬂ";nd deposit the ballot in the proper
envelope. If proof of residence is requirg,d{ the elector shall enclose proof of residence
under s. 6.34 in the envelope. Progf'{t)f residence is required if the elector is not a

v
military elector or an overseas €lector, as defined in s. 6.34 (1), and the elector
A

I
registered by mail and has not voted in an election in this state. If the elector
i

requested a ballot by meang,ngOf facsimile transmission or electronic mail under s. 6.86

(1) (ac), the elector shallﬁe‘:llclose in the envelope a copy of the request which bears an

~
-

original signature of ;fle elector. The elector may receive assistance under sub. (5).

The return envelop"é shall then be sealed. The witness may not be a candidate. The

Vs
envelope shall (y‘é mailed by the elector, or delivered in person, to the municipal clerk

;

issuing the b’éllot or ballots. If the envelope is mailed from a location outside the

United Stétes, the elector shall affix sufficient postage unless the ballot qualifies for

delivg—;'r"y free of postage under federal law. Failure to-return-an-unused-ballotina
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1 : S
2
3 candidates-intheprimary. . - B
4 SECTION 16. 7.0% (2) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
5 7.08 (2) (b) The certified list of candidates for president and vice president who
6 have been nominated at a national con\fﬁntion by a party entitled to a separate
ay4ig
@ column or row on the imary lj;;lot or for whom electors have been
8 nominated under s. 8.20 shall be sent as soon as possible after the closing date for
9 filing nomination papers, but no later than the deadlines established in s. 10.06.
10 SECTION 17. 7.503‘(‘1) (d) of the statutes is repealed.
11 SECTION 18. 7.50¥(2) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:
12 7.50 (2) (g In partisan primaries, if an elector writes in the name of an
13 individual ea-a-balet in a column or row other than the one on which that individual’'s
14 name is shown as a candidate, the write—in vote may not be counted.
15 SECTION 19. 8.16)((1), (é))< and (?) of the statutes are amended to read:
16 8.16 (1) Except as provided in sub. (2), the person who receives the greatest
17 number of votes for an office en-a-party-ballet at any partisan primary, regardless of
18 whether the person’s name appears on the ballot, shall be the party’s candidate for
19 the office, and the person’'s name shall so appear on the official ballot at the next
20‘ election. }All independent candidates shall appear on the general election ball(::\ s

%
5
¥

regardless of the number of votes received by such candidates at the September /

N et e
it L .
T O R a1 &ty

primary.
23 (6) The persons who receive the greatest number of votes respectively for the

24 offices of governor and lieutenant governor oa for any party balet at a primary shall
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be the party’s joint candidates for the offices, and their names shall so appear on the

official ballot at the next election.

(7) Nominees chosen at a national convention and under s. 8.18 (2) by each
g pw'-%'u».ﬂ

primary ballot shall be

party entitled to a separate column or row on a §ep

the party’s candidates for president, vice president)(ef;]d presidential electors. The
state or national chairperson of each such party shall certify the names of the party’s
nominees for president and vice president to the board no later than 5 p.m. on the
first Tuesday in September preceding a presidential election. Each name shall be in
one of the formats authorized in s. 7.08 (2) (a).

*

SecTtioN 20. 8.17 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

8.17 (1) (a) Political parties qualifying for a separate column or row on the
Tordilar

&
(Segtembeé ;rimary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) shall elect their party

committeemen and committeewomen as provided under sub. (5) (b). The function of

committeemen and committeewomen is to represent their neighborhoods in the
structure of a political party. Committeemen and committeewomen shall act as
liaison representatives between their parties and the residents of the election
districts in which they serve. Activities of committeemen and committeewomen
shall include, but not be limited to, identifying voters; assistance in voter
registration drives; increasing voter participation in political parties; polling and
other methods of passing information from residents to political parties and elected
public officials; and dissemination of information from public officials to residents.
For assistance in those and other activities of interest to a political party, each
committeeman and committeewoman may appoint a captain to engage in these

activities in each ward, if the election district served by the committeeman or

Hiat

committeewoman includes more than one ward. In an election district wh-teh/
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1 includes more than one ward, the committeeman or committeewoman shall
2 coordinate the activities of the ward captains in promoting the interests of his or her
3 party.

A
4 SEcTION 21. 8.20 (9) of the statutes is amended to read:
5 8.20 (9) Persons nominated by nomination papers without a recognized
6 political party designation shall be placed on the official ballot at the general election
7 and at any partisan election to the right or below the recognized
(§ candidates in their own column or row designated “Independent=fAt the September

; e e S |
l,\9‘(<7/ﬁﬁmary persons nommated for state office by nomination papers without a

1 o/ recognized political party designation shall be placed on in a separate ballet column

‘z
E
|
|
|

ﬁ or row or, if a consolidated paper ballot under s. 5.655 (2), an electronic voting system }
If the

12 or voting machlngs are used in a column or row designated Independent
13 candidate’s name already appears :mder anrecognlzed political party it n?a; not be
14 listed on the independent ballot; column or row.
15 SECTION 22. 8.58\ (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
16 8.50 (3) (b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions for

.}\g&n Privaae.
@ (September primaries under s. 8.15 are applicable to all partisan primaries held

18 under this section, and the provisions for spring primaries under s. 8.10 are
19 applicable to all nonpartisan primaries held under this section. In a special partisan
20 primary or election, the order of the parties on the ballot shall be the same as
/5"1‘3 provided under s. 5.62 (1) or 5.64 (I)Mpendent candidafes for state office at

s

\g} @ecial partisan election shall not appear on the primary ballot.} No primary is

23 required for a nonpartisan election in which not more than 2 candidates for an office

24 appear on the ballot or for a partisan election in which not more than one candidate

25 for an office appears en in the ballet column or row of each recognized political party
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on the ballot. In every special election except a special election for nonpartisan state
office where no candidate is certified to appear on the ballot, a space for write—in

votes shall be provided on the ballot, regardless of whether a special primary is held.

N

=
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SECTION 22

SECTION 23. 8.50 (3) (c) of the statutes is repealed.

J\
SeECTION 24. 9.10 (3) (e) of the statutes is amended to read:

9.10 (3) (¢) For any partisan office, a recall primary shall be held for each

\@_eptembers

primary ballot under s. 5.62 (1) (b) or (2) and from which more than one candidate

political party which/is entitled to a separate column or row on the

competes for the party's nomination in the recall election. The primary ballot shall
be prepared in accordance with s. 5.62, insofar as applicable. The person receiving
the highest number of votes in the recall primary for each political party shall be that

party’s candidate in the recall election. Independent candidates shall be shown on

.‘-»

the ballot for the recall election only.

Cag

i

X
SEcTION 25. 10.02 (3) (b) 2. @ of the statutes mended to read:

10.02 (3) (b) 2. Ata partisan primary, the elector shall select the party

ballet candidate of his or her choice for each office and shall make a cross (X ) next
to or depress the lever or button next to the candidate’s name for each office for whom

the elector intends to vote, or shall insert or write in the name of the elector’s choice

for a candidate.

Ewm‘mﬁ

button next to the candidate’s name Tor-
vote or insert or write in the name of the elector’s choh

In order to qualify for participation in the Wisconsin electiome

L

PR S

5 O TR BT ST BT

e

eagch office for whom the elector intends to

o.for a party candidate, if any.

ampaign fund, a

2m. At the September primary, the elector shall select the party-ballet J}
of his or her choice or-the-ballot containing-the names-of the-independent

candidates for state € fice, and make a cross (X ) next to or depress the lever or

J

s SRS
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candidate for state office at the September er_primary-ether “fhan a candidate for

. pgrmitees

district attowg&u&?ﬁtﬁ'@”at least 6% 6 percent of all votes cast on all ballots for
M

Mﬁe office for which he or she is a candidate, in addltlon to other requirements.
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SECTION 26. 11. 06 (7m) ( ) of the statutes is amended to read:

11.06 (7m) (a) If a committee -whiehév%:egistered under s. 11.05 as a political
party committee or legislative campaign committee supporting candidates of a
political party files an oath under sub. (7) affirming that it does not act in cooperation
or consultation with any candidate who is nominated to appear on the party ballot
in the column or row of the party at a general or special election, that the committee
does not act in concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, such a candidate, that
the committee does not act in cooperation or consultation with such a candidate or
agent or authorized committee of such a candidate who benefits from a disbursement
made in opposition to another candidate, and that the committee does not act in
concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, such a candidate or agent or
authorized committee of such a candidate who benefits from a disbursement made
in opposition to another candidate, the committee filing the oath may not make any
contributions in support of any candidate of the party at the general or special
election or in opposition to any such candidate’s opponents exceeding the amounts

spec1f1ed ins. 11 26 (2) except as auth0r17ed in par (c).

e

LI A o g A 4 R PR

SECTION 27. 11.31 (3m) of the statutes is amended to read:

? 21 \M UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES; EXCEPTION. Notwithstanding subs. (1) and

1

H
i
|
3
|
i
!
i
1

22
23
24

25

(2), if all candidates ot ate senator or representative to the assembly in a

legislative district who are certified an . 7.08 (2) (a) to appear in the columns or

rows on the September primary ballot of all partig?mggggjzed under s. 5.62 (1) (b)

o,
e
e

or (2) have no opponent who is certified to appear on the same ‘ﬁﬁmgry ballot, or if

e e, ko e 8 R el
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"”""r“f(‘)wi);rir;rlary is required for all candidates of parties recognized under s. 5.62 (1) (b)

or (2) for state senator or representative to the assembly in a legislative district who

are certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) to appear on a special partisan election ballot, then

\the separate limitation specified in sub. (1) for disbursements during the primary

and\;é"le,gtion period does not apply to candidates for that office in that primary and

election, ar\id,‘:che candidates are bound only by the total limitations specified for the

primary and ele%c”“t«ign.

SECTION 28. 11‘1."5'0\ (1) (a) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

11.50 (1) (@) 1. With fé’spect to a spring or general election, any individual who
is certified under s. 7.08 (2) (é)"*as a candidate in the spring election for state
superintendent, or an individual wh(;\repeives at least 6% 6 percent of the vote cast

for all candidates on all ballets columns d‘f‘*{pws for any state office, except district

attorney, for which the individual is a candida\fé‘ﬁat the September primary and who
is certified under s. 7.08 (2) (a) as a candidate for Ehat office in the general election,
or an individual who has been lawfully appointed and Eé{tified to replace either such

individual on the ballot at the spring or general election; and who has qualified for

>,

a grant under sub. (2).

SECTION 29. 11.50 (1) (a) 2. of the statutes is amended to reé‘d;\
11.50 (1) (a) 2. With respect to a special election, an individual wl;b,‘i\s certified
under s. 8.50 (1) (d) as a candidate in a special election for state superinte?’l@ent, or

an individual who is certified under s. 8.50 (1) (d) as a candidate in a special election

for any state office, except district attorney, on the ballet-er column or row of a paf‘ty

whose candidate for the same office at the preceding general election received at least

6 percent of the vote cast for all candidates on all ballots for the office, or an individual

who has been lawfully appointed and certified to replace either such individual on
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X N O

10

11

12

13

the ballot at a special election, or an individual who receives at least 6 percent of the
vote cast for all candidates on all ballots for any state office, except district attorney,
at a partisan special election; and who qualifies for a grant under sub. (2). Where
the boundaries of a district in which an individual seeks office have been changed
since the preceding general election such that it is not possible to calculate the exact
number of votes that are needed by that individual to qualify as an eligible candidate
prior to an election under this subdivision, the number of votes cast for all candidates

for the office at the preceding general election in each ward, combination of wards
or municipality which is wholly contained within the boundaries of the newly formed

district shall be calculated. If the candidate of the political party on whose baleter

column or row the individual a

ppears in the newly formed district obtained at least
6 percent of the number of votes calculated, the individual is deemed to qualify as an

eligible candidate prior to the election under this subdivision.
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SectionN 30. Initial applicability.

(1) This act first applies with respect to voting at the 012 Septembg primary

election. Jo i Pu«&fi S o
(END)
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INSERT 2-5

SECTION 1. 5.15';){ (6) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.15 (6) (b) No later than 30 days before each election, the governing body of
any municipality may by resolution combine 2 or more wards for voting purposes to
facilitate using a common polling place. Whenever wards are so combined, the
original ward numbers shall continue to be utilized for all official purposes. Except
as otherwise authorized under this paragraph, every municipality having a
population of 35,000 or more shall maintain separate returns for each ward so
combined. In municipalities having a population of less than 35,000, the governing
body may provide in the resolution that returns shall be maintained only for each
group of combined wards at any election. Whenever a governing body provides for
common ballot boxes and ballots or voting machines, separate returns shall be
maintained for each separate ballot required under ss—5.62-and 5. 5.64 at the
partisan-primary-and general election. The municipal clerk shall transmit a copy of
the resolution to the county clerk of each county in which the municipality is
contained. In municipalities having a population of less than 35,000, the resolution
shall remain in effect for each election until modified or rescinded, or until a new

division is made under this section.

History: 1971 c. 304 ss. 310 5, 29 (2); 1977 ¢. 26, 418, 427, 449; 1979 ¢. 260; 1981 c. 4 s5. 2 to 10, 18; 1981 c. 314; 1983 a. 29, 192, 442; 1983 a. 484 ss. 8e, 174 1983 a,
538; 1985 a. 304 ss. 8 to 10, 12; 1987 a. 391; 1991 a. 5, 143, 315: 1993 a. 213; 1995 a. 201: 1999 a. 182: 2005 a. 149, 312: 2011 a. 39. 75.

INSERT 3-4
SECTION 2. 5.3\{7 (4) of the statutes is renumbered 5.37 (4) (intro.) and amended
to read:

5.37 (4) Voting machines may be used at primary elections when they comply

with subs. (1) and (2) and the following provisions:-All-eandidates’ names
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1 (a) Each candidate’s name entitled to appear on the ballets ballot at the

2 primary and the party that he or she represents shall appear on the machine;-the

3

4

5

6 (b) The elector may vote for as many candidates for each office as he or she is

7 | lawtully entitled to vote for, but no more.

History: 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (1), (2): 1977 c. 107, 427; 1981 ¢. 314; 1983 a_484; 1991 2. 316: 1999 a. 182; 2011 a. 23, 32.

8 INSERT 3-16

9 SECTION 3. 5.?5(2 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
10 5.62 (1) (a) At the partisan primary, the following ballot shall be provided for
11 the nomination of candidates of recognized political parties for national, state and
12 county offices and independent candidates for state office in each ward, in the same
13 form as prescribed by the board under s. 7.08 (1) (a), except as authorized in s. 5.655.
14 The ballots ballot shall be made up of the several party tickets with each party
15 entitled to participate in the primary under par. (b) or sub. (2) having its own ballet

16 column or row, except as authorized in s. 5.655. The-ballots-shall be-secured-together
17 at-the bottom. The party-ballot column or row of the party receiving the most votes

18 for president or governor at the last general election shall be entop first with the
19 other parties arranged in descending order based on their vote for president or
20 governor at the last general election. The ballots columns or rows of parties

21 qualifying under sub. (2) shall be placed after to the right of or below the parties

22 qualifying under par. (b), in the same order in which the parties filed petitions with
23 the board. Any ballot required under par. (b) 2. shall be placed next in order. At

24 polling places where voting machines are used, each party shall be represented in
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one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot. At polling places where an
electronic voting system is used other than an electronic voting machine, each party
may be represented in separate columns or rows on the ballot. An elector at the

i rimary may vote for andi for each office r f the political

affiliation of the candidate.

(b) 1. Except as provided in subd. 2. and s. 5.64 (1) (e) 2., every recognized
political party listed on the official ballot at the last gubernatorial election whose
candidate for any statewide office received at least 1%j/pércent of the total votes cast
for that office and, if the last general election was also a presidential election, every
recognized political party listed on the ballot at that election whose candidate for

- veles
president received at least Jr%’4 fpé?“gent of the total wete|cas. for that office shall have

a-separate-primary-ballet-or one or more separate columns or rows on the primary
ballot

at the partisan primary and general election in every ward and election district. An
organization Whieh/was listed as “independent” at the last general election and
whose candidate meets the same qualification shall receive the same ballot status

4o the, boasd by

upon petition ofithe chairperson and secretary of the organization $e-theboard-

requesting such status and specifying their party name, which may not duplicate the
name of an existing party. A petition under this subdivision may be filed no later
than 5 p.m. on April 1 in the year of each general election.

2. Subdivision 1. applies to a party within any assembly district or county at
any partisan primary election only if at least one candidate of the party for any
national, state, or county office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot
under the name of that party within that assembly district or county. The county

clerk or county board of election commissioners shall provide a-combined-separate
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ballet-er one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot that will permit an
elector to cast a vote for a write—in candidate for the nomination of any such party
for each national, state, and county office whenever that party qualifies to be

represented on-a-separate-primary ballot-or in one or more separate columns or rows
under subd. 1. but does not qualify under this subdivision. The ballot shall include

the name of each party qualifying for a-separate-ballet-er one or more separate
columns or rows on the ballot under each office, with the names of the candidates for
each such party appearing in the same order in which the ballots columns or rows

of the parties would appear under par. (a).

History: 1971 c. 304 ss. 12, 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 ¢. 334 5. 57; 1975 ¢.93; 1977 ¢. 107, 427; 1979 c. 260, 311, 328; 1981 ¢, 377: 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391;
1989 a. 31, 192; 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 184; 1999 gN.82; 2005 a. 149: 2007 a. 1; 2011 a. 32, 75; 5. 35.17 correction in (1) (a).

SECTION 4. 5.62 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

5.62 (2) (a) Except as provided in par. (b) and s. 5.64 (1) (e) 2., any political
organization may be represented on-a separate-primary-ballet-or in one or more
separate columns or rows on the partisan primary ballot as prescribed in sub. (1) (a)

and in a separate column or row on the general election ballot in every ward and

election district. To qualify for a separate ballot column or row under this paragraph,
the political organization shall, not later than 5 p.m. on April 1 in the year of the
partisan primary, file with the board a petition requesting separate ballot status.
The petition shall be signed by at least 10,000 electors, including at least 1,000
electors residing in each of at least 3 separate congressional districts. The petition
shall conform to the requirements of s. 8.40. No signature obtained before January
1 in the year of filing is valid. When the candidates of a political organization filing
a valid petition fulfill the requirements prescribed by law, they shall appear en-a
separate-ballot-or in one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot for the

period ending with the following general election.
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1 (b) Paragraph (a) applies to a party within any assembly district or county at
2 any partisan primary election only if at least one candidate of the party for any
3 national, state, or county office qualifies to have his or her name appear on the ballot
4 under the name of that party within that assembly district or county. The county

5 clerk or county board of election commissioners shall provide a-combined separate

6 ballet-or one or more separate columns or rows on the ballot that will permit an

7 elector to cast a vote for a write—in candidate for the nomination of any such party

8 for each national, state, and county office whenever that party qualifies to be

9 represented-on-a-separate-primary ballot-or in one or more separate columns or rows
10 under par. (a) but does not qualify under this paragraph. The ballot shall include the
11 name of each party qualifying for a-separate-ballot-or one or more separate columns
12 or rows on the ballot under each office, with the names of the candidates for each such
13 party appearing in the same order in which the ballots columns or rows of the parties
14 would appear under sub. (1) (a).

History: 1971 c. 304 s5. 12, 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 ¢. 334 5. 57; 1975 ¢. 93; 1977 ¢. 107, 427, 1979 ¢. 260, 311, 328; 1981 c. 377; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391;
1989 a. 31, 192: 1991 a. 316; 1993 a. 184; 199 182; 2005 a. 149; 2007 a. 1; 2011 a. 32, 75; s. 35.17 correction in (1) (a).

15 SECTION 5. 5.62 (3) of the statutes is amended to read:
16 5.62 (3) The board shall designate the official primary ballot arrangement for
17 statewide offices and district attorney within each prosecutorial district by using the

18 same procedure as provided in s. 5.60 (1) (b). On each ballot-and-on-each separate
19 column or row on the ballot, the candidates for office shall be listed together with the

@ offices wh-i-eh/éhey seek in the following order whenever these offices appear on the

21 partisan primary ballot: governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, secretary
22 of state, state treasurer, U.S. senator, U.S. representative in congress, state senator,
23 representative to the assembly, district attorney, and the county offices.

History: 1971 ¢. 304 ss. 12, 29(2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 ¢. 334 5. 57; 1975 ¢. 93; 1977 ¢. 107.427: 1979 ¢. 260, 311. 328; 1981 c. 377: 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 4. 391;
1989 a. 31, 192; 1991 a. 316: 1993 a. 184; 1999 a. 182; 2005 a. 149; 2007 a. 1; 2011 a. 32, 75; s. 35.17 correction in (1) (a).
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INSERT 10-3

SECTION 6. 6.8{7 (4) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

6.87 (4) (b) 1. Except as otherwise provided in s. 6.875, the elector voting
absentee shall make and subscribe to the certification before one witness who is an
adult U.S. citizen. The absent elector, in the presence of the witness, shall mark the
ballot in a manner that will not disclose how the elector’s vote is cast. The elector
shall then, still in the presence of the witness, fold the ballots so each is separate and
so that the elector conceals the markings thereon and deposit them in the proper
envelope. If a consolidated ballot under s. 5.655 is used, the elector shall fold the
ballot so that the elector conceals the markings thereon and deposit the ballot in the
proper envelope. If proof of residence under s. 6.34 is required and the document
enclosed by the elector under this subdivision does not constitute proof of residence
under s. 6.34, the elector shall also enclose proof of residence under s. 6.34 in the
envelope. Proof of residence is required if the elector is not a military elector or an
overseas elector and the elector registered by mail and has not voted in an election
in this state. If the elector requested a ballot by means of facsimile transmission or
electronic mail under s. 6.86 (1) (ac), the elector shall enclose in the envelope a copy

‘ Haot
of the request w—h—ieh,[b@?s- an original signature of the elector. The elector may
receive assistance under sub. (5). The return envelope shall then be sealed. The
witness may not be a candidate. The envelope shall be mailed by the elector, or
delivered in person, to the municipal clerk issuing the ballot or ballots. If the

envelope is mailed from a location outside the United States, the elector shall affix

sufficient postage unless the ballot qualifies for delivery free of postage under federal
law. Failure to return anunused ballot in-a primary does-notinvalidate-the ballot
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History: 1971 c. 242; 1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (1), (2); 1975 ¢, 85: 1975 ¢. 93 5. 119(2); 1975 ¢. 199; 1977 ¢. 394; 1979 ¢. 232, 260, 311, 355, 1983 a. 36, 484, 538; 1985 a. 304,
1991 a. 316; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 16, 38, 109; 2003 a. 265; 2005 a. 451, 2011 a. 23,75, 227.
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