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1 AN Act -+; relating to: reporting the mistreatment of animals.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law requires a veterinarian to report to a humane officer or law
enforcement officer when the veterinarian has reason to believe that an animal has
been in a fight in violation of the law relating to animal fighting.

This bill expands the reporting requirement so that it applies to mistreatment
of an animal in violation of any of the laws relating to crimes against animals. Under
the bill, a veterinarian who makes a report of animal mistreatment in good faith is
immune from civil liability for making the report.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

N
2 SEcCTION 1. 173.12 (title) of the statutes is amended to read:
3 173.12 (title) Animal Reporting animal mistreatment; animal fighting;
4 seizure. ~

History: 1981 c. 160: 1983 a. 95; 1987 a. 248;@‘987 a. 332 ss. 54, 64; Stats. 1987 s. 951416.5; 1997 a. 192 ss. 28, 29; Stats. 1997 s. 173.12.
SECTION 2. 173.12 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

o>}

173.12 (1) Any veterinarian who has reason to believe that an animal has been

v
in a fight in violation of s. 951.08 or otherwise mistreated in violation of ch’ 951 shall
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1 report the matter to the local humane officer or to a local law enforcement agency.
2 The report shall be in writing and shall include a description and the location of the
3 animal, any injuries suffered by the animal and the name and address of the owner
4 or person in charge of the animal, if known. Any veterinarian making a report under
5 this subé/ection in good faith is immune from civil liability resulting from making the

6 report.

History: 1981 c. 160; 1983 4. 95: 1987 a. 248; 1987 a. 332 ss. 54, 64: Stats. 1987 5. 951.165; 1997 a. 192 ss. 28, 29; Stats. 1997 s, 173.12.
(END)
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