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An Act to amend 7.30 (2) (a) and (b) of the statutes; relating to: residency of election officials.
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2013 SENATE BILL 20

February 13, 2013 - Introduced by Senators LazicH, CowLES, GROTHMAN and
MILLER, cosponsored by Representatives BERNIER, KLEEFISCH, BIES,
THIESFELDT and SCHRAA. Referred to Elections and Urban Affairs.

AN ACT to amend 7.30 (2) (a) and (b) of the statutes; relating to: residency of

election officials.

- Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Current law generally requires election officials to be qualified electors of the
municipality in which the officials serve. In addition, current law generally requires
election officials who serve at a polling place to be qualified electors of the ward for
which the polling place is established, whenever a municipality is divided into wards.
However, special registration deputies who register electors at a polling place on
election day, election officials who are appointed to work at a polling place that serves
more than one ward, election officials who are reassigned by a municipal clerk or
board of election commissioners to correct staffing deficiencies, or election officials
who are appointed to fill a temporary or permanent vacancy need not be electors of
any particular ward, but must be qualified electors of the municipality in which they
serve. Officials who are appointed to work at a polling place that serves more than
one ward must be electors of one of the wards served by the polling place. A high
school pupil who is 16 or 17 years of age may serve as an inspector (poll worker) at
the polling place serving his or her residence. In addition, if the municipal clerk or
the executive director of a board of election commissioners or a deputy to the clerk
or executive director serves as a special registration deputy or is appointed to work
at a polling place to fill a vacancy in an inspector position, the clerk, executive"
director, or deputy need not be a resident of the municipality in which he or she
serves.

This bill provides, with certain exceptions, that an individual who serves as an
election official at a polling place on election day need be an elector only of a county
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in which the municipality where the official serves is located. An individual who
serves as the chief inspector at a polling place must be a qualified elector of the
municipality where he or she serves unless no qualified candidate is available or the
chief inspector is appointed to fill a temporary vacancy. A high school pupil who
serves as an inspector must continue to meet the current residency requirement.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SeEcTION 1. 7.30 (2) (a) and (b) of the statutes are amended to read:
7.30 (2) (a) Only election officials appointed under this section or s. 6.875 may

conduct an election. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph and in ss. 7.15

(1) (k) and 7.52 (1) (b), each election official shall be a qualified elector of the-ward
or-wards,-or-the eleetion-distriet;for a county in which the-polling place-is-established:

municipalityexeept-thatif where the official serves is located, and each chief

inspector shall alifi 1 T o icipality in which the chief inspector

ble or if th ief

inspector is appointed to fill a vacancy under par. (b), the person so appointed need

not be a qualified elector of the municipality. If a municipal clerk or deputy clerk

serves as a registration deputy or is appointed to fill a vacancy under par. (b), the
clerk or deputy clerk need not be a resident of the munieipality county, but shall be
a resident of the state. No more than 2 individuals holding the office of clerk or
deputy clerk may serve without regard to munieipal county residency in any
municipality at any election. Special registration deputies who are appointed under

s. 6.55 (6) may be appointed to serve more than one polling place. All officials
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SENATE BILL 20 SECTION 1

appointed under this section shall be able to read and write the English language,
be capable, and be of good understanding, and may not be a candidate for any office
to be voted for at an election at which they serve. In 1st class cities, they may hold
no public office other than notary public. Except as authorized under subs. (1) (b) and
(4) (¢), all inspectors shall be affiliated with one of the 2 recognized political parties
which received the largest number of votes for president, or governor in
nonpresidential general election years, in the ward or combination of wards served
by the polling place at the last election. Excluding the inspector who may be

appointed under sub. (1) (b), the party which received the largest number of votes is

entitled to one more inspector than the party receiving the next largest number of

(b) When a vacancy occurs in an office under this section, the vacancy shall be
filled by appointment of the municipal clerk. Unless the vacancy occurs in the
position of an inspector appointed under sub. (1) (b), the vacancy shall be filled from
the remaining names on the lists submitted under sub. (4) or from additional names
submitted by the chairperson of the county party committee of the appropriate party
under sub. (4) whenever names are submitted under sub. (4) (d). If the vacancy is
due to candidacy, sickness or any other temporary cause, the appointment shall be
a temporary appointment and effective only for the election at which the temporary

vacancy occurs. The same qualifications that applied to original appointees shall be

required of persons who fill vacancies except that a-vacaney may be-filled-in-cases-of
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ad if a municipal clerk or

deputy clerk fills the vacancy, the clerk or deputy, but not more than a total of 2
individuals in any municipality, may serve without regard to the clerk’s or deputy’s
municipality county of residence, if the clerk or deputy meets the other
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qualifications.
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SENATE AMENDMENT 1,
TO SENATE BILL 20

October 31, 2013 - Offered by Senator LazicH.

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

v
1. Page 4, line 5: after that line insert:

7.30 (4) (c¢) Except with respect to inspectors who are appointed under sub. (1)
(b), for so long as nominees are made available by the political parties under this
section, appointments may be made only from the lists of submitted nominees

submitted under this subsection. If the lists are not submitted by November 30 of

the year in which appointments are to be made, the board of election commissioners

9 shall appoint, or the mayor, president or chairperson of a municipality shall
10 | nominate, qualified persons whose names have not been submitted. The board of
11 ; election commissioners shall give priori appointin d th ide
12 or_chairperson of the municipality shall give priorit nominatin alifi
13 electors of the municipality for which no list of nominees wa bmitted. If

e e o
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which the municipality is located. If an insufficient number of nominees appears on
the lists as of November 30, the board of election commissioners shall similarly
appoint, or the mayor, president or chairperson shall similarly nominate, sufficient
individuals to fill the remaining vacancies. In addition, the mayor, president, or
board chairperson of the municipality shall similarly nominate qualified persons to
serve in the inspector positions authorized under sub. (1) (b). Any appointment
under this paragraph which is made due to the lack of availability of names
submitted under par. (b) may be made without regard to party afﬁliatii{ o

SO — e e

e i

SO

(END)
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CORRECTIONS IN:
-SENATE AMENDMENT 2,

TO SENATE BILL 20

Prepared by the Legislative Reference Bureau
(March 26, 2014)
In enrolling, the following correction was made:

1. Page 2, line 11: delete “SECTION 1r” and substitute “SECTION 1k”.

(END)

LRBa1097/3cce-1
CJIS:f

Minor clerical corrections in legislation are authorized under s. 35.17, stats.; Sen-
ate Rule 31; Assembly Rule 36; and Joint Rule 56.
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SENATE AMENDMENT 2,
TO SENATE BILL 20

October 31, 2013 - Offered by Senator LAZICH.

At the locations indicated, amend the bill as follows:

v 1. Page 4, line 5: after that line insert:

s

.,

@;N 1g. 7.30 (4) (b) 1. of the statutes is amended to read: ™

i \

7 " 7.30 Q) (b) 1. In cities where there is a board of election commissioners, the

en the county committee under \
s. 8.17 of each of the 2 deminant recognized political parties described under sub. (2) ‘{
|

‘ shall submit a certified list no later than Nox;ember 30 of each odd-numbered year

: containing the names of atleast-as-many nominees as-there-are-inspeetors from that
H
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party for each of the voting wards in the aldermanic district. For inspectors serving

under s. 7.52 (1) (b), the alderm

county committees under s. 8.17 of the 2 dominant recognized political parties
described under sub. (2) shall jeintly submit a certified list ef nominees containing

at—least%&&maay the names of nominees as-there-are-inspectors from that party / i
\\ /
B v

e

L

.

Pl smarsyres i ek T R B

3
7
/
Y,




0w W N e W N

—
<

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

SR S

county or legislative district committee shall submit the list. Except as provided in /’l

LRBa1097/3

2013 - 2014 LegiSlatu.re -2 - Mk]fkf

‘\,
who are to be appointed under s. 7.52 (1) (b). The chairperson may designate any \\
\

individual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee. The chairperson shall
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inspectors for each ward. The 1

the board of election commissioners shall appoint all first choice nominees for so long

as positions are available

The board of election commissioners shall appoint other individuals in its discretion- |
I
The beard-of-election-commissioners and may designate such alternates as it deems |

)
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w 7.30 (4) (b) 2. of the statutes is amended to read: (in"
stuyé
7.30 (4) (b) 2. a. In-municipalities a municipality other than ecities-and-villages

advisable. > k
a city or village located in eeunties a_county having a population of more than
500,000, the committees organized under s. 8.17 frem for each of the 2 dominant
recognized political parties described under sub. (2) shall submit a list containing at
least-as-many the names -as-there-are needed-appointees of nominees from that party.
The list-shall-be-submitted-by-the chairperson of each of the 2 committees shall

submit the list to the mayor, president, or chairperson, or clerk of the municipality,

r is or her nt, or shall deliver or mail list to the office of t

If the chairperson submits the list to the municipal clerk or his or her agent, the clerk

municipality. If committees are organized in subdivisions of a city, thelist-shall be

submitted-through the chairperson of the city committee shall submit the list. If
there is no municipal committee, the list-shall be-submitted-by the chairperson of the /
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; par. (c), only those persons submitted by the chairperson of each committee under s.
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8.17 may act as election officials. The chairperson of each committee under s. 8.17

may designate any individual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee.

. The lst-shall-eontain-thesignature—of-the chairperson and secretary of the
- submitting committee shall sign the list.

b. In eities a city or villages village located in ceunties a_county having a
population of more than 500,000, other than eities a city where there is a board of

election commissioners, the if there is an aldermanic district or village

committeeman-or-committeewoman member of a committee under s. 8.17 for the
ward or wards where eaeh a polling place is located, if there-is-one;—er—for the
committee mgmbgr shall submit a list containing the names of nominees from the
recognized political party, described under sub. (2), represented by the committee
member. For inspectors serving to be appointed under s. 7.52 (1) (b), the

committee
membe f the committe nder s. 8.17 for the 2 r ize litical partie
described under sub. (2) for the municipality acting jointly shall submit a list
containing atleast-as-many the names as-there-are-needed-appointeesfor-inspector

positions of nominees from the party represented by the committeeman—eor

mmitt

members of the committees for the municipality acting jointly. For-appeintments-of
Nominations for inspectors to be appointed in eities-and-villages a city or village
where there is no aldermanic district or village committeeman-or-committeewoman;
nominations committee member shall proceed in the same manner as in
munieipalities a_municipality located in eeunties a county having a population of

500,000 or less. The list appropriate mittee member, commi member:
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provided in par. (c), only those persons whose names are submitted as provided in

this paragraph may act as election officials. The

any individual whose name is submitted as a first choice nominee. The list-shall

contain-the signature—of the aldermanic district or village committeeman—or
committeewoman committee member or the chairperson of the appropriate
committee shall sign the list. |

c. Upen Unless nonappointment is authorized under par. (e), upon submission

A

of each-nominee’s name the lists of names as provided under subd. 2. a. or b., the
governing body shall appoint each first choice nominee for so long as positions to be

filled from that list are available
(e);-and, The governing body shall appoint other nominees in its discretion. If any

nominee is not appointed, the mayor, president, or chairperson of the municipality

shall immediately nominate another person from the appropriate lists submitted

achieved at that meetingy.
(END)

and continue until the necessary number of election officials from each party is
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