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POSSIBLE REPLACEMENT LANGUAGE SECTION 3 OF SB 517
2/4/14

SECTION 3:

66.0809 (3m) (a) If sub. (5) applies and a notice of arrears under sub. (3) (a) is given or
past-due charges are certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), on the date the notice of

-
arrears is given, or the past-due charges are certified under s. 62.69 (2) (f), the officer or Cl‘)p

2

v
department shall prepareeertify-eand-file-with-the-elerk-ef eourts a list of tenants of rental dwelling ‘C:/
C

units responsible for arrears. The municipality has a lien upon the assets of each tenant listed
under this paragraph in the amount of the arrears for which the tenant is responsible as of the

“date the notice of arrears is given.

(b) If par. (a) applies and the owner of the rental dwelling unit has paid the municipality
the amount provided in the notice of arrears given under sub. (3) (a), or certified to the
comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), or the amount placed as tax against the real estate under sub.

(3) (b) or s. 62.69 (2) (f), the munieipality-shal-transter-the-lien under par. (a) shall transferto -~

the owner and the municipality shall no longer have a lien against the tenant.

(bm) A lien claimant may file a notice of lien with the office of the clerk of circuit court

of the county in which the rental dwelling unit lies within 6 months from the date the lien

originally arises. The clerk shall file and enter the notice of lien in the judgment and lien docket.

No action to enforce a lien under this subsection shall be maintained unless notice of lien is filed

as allowed by this subsection. [See Chapter 779 on liens for a comparison.]

(c) Within 7 days after a filed lien established under this subsection is satistied, the

lienholder shall file with the clerk of courts a notice of lien satisfaction.
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S | anuary 27, 2014 - Introduced by Senators LASEE, SCHULTZ, OLSEN, GROTHMAN and ‘
( L. TAYLOR, cosponsored by Representatives JACQUE, THIESFELDT, KAHL,

\ STEINEKE, KULP, SANFELIPPO, BALLWEG, VRUWINK, TITTL, BIES, STRACHOTA,
\ PrIDEMORE, MURTHA, JAGLER and KRUG. Referred to Committee on Insurance Vi
and Housing. R
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AN ACT&‘E; repeal 62.69 (2) (g); to renumber 71.935 (2); to renumber and
amend 66.0809 (3), 66.0809 (5) (b) 1. and 71.935 (1) (a); to consolidate,
renumber and amend 66.0809 (5) (b) (intro.) and 2.; to amend 66.0809 (5) (c),
66.0809 (5) (d), 71.93 (3) (a) 6., 71.935 (1) (b), 71.935 (3) (a), 71.935 (3) (b) and
71.935 (4); and to create 66.0809 (3m), 66.0809 (5) (ag), 66.0809 (5) (bm),
66.0809 (7), 66.0809 (8), 66.0809 (9), 66.0809 (10), 71.935 (1) (a) 2., 71.935 (2)
(b), 73.03 (72) and 196.37 (5) of the statutes; relating to: collection of certain

e f""‘"

MA utility anemagesCa mumc1pal utlhtg and the provision of municipal utility
b

co@\lcscnu:-oot\:u

service to tenants.

- Analysts by the Legtslatwe Reference

Under current law, if a munlclpal utility provides utility service to a property /,G«»
and payment for the service is in arrears, the utility has a lien on the property and
may have arrearages inserted as a tax on the property if the following procedure is
followed. On October 15, the utility or county treasurer must provide the owner or
occupant of the property with a written notice of payment due. The notice must
\ specify the amount of the arrearage and any penalty and must state that: 1) if /
"‘\\ payment is not received by November 1, an additional penalty will be assessed; and

N
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2) if payment is not received by November 15, the arrearage amount and any
penalties will become a lien on the property that will be collected as a tay’on the
property. On November 16, the utility or treasurer must certify and file/with the
county clerk a list of all properties for which a notice of arrears was gi¥en and for
which arrears remain unpaid. The delinquent amount then becomes afien upon the
operty and the clerk must insert the delinquent amount and any pghalties as a tax
inst the property. /
This bill provides that, if the municipal utility uses the afrearage collection
e for a rental dwelling unit and provides a notice of arrearage to the owner,
the muljcipality has a lien on the property of a tenant whe¢/is responsible for the
arrearagd, The utility or treasurer must then certify and fil€ with the clerk of courts
a list of thyse tenants. Also under this bill, if the ownef pays the arrearage, the
municipaliti\must transfer the lien to the owner.

Also undgr current law, if a municipal utility propides electric or water service
to a rental dwelling unit and the owner of the rentgl property provides the utility
with certain infdymation, including the name and address of the tenant who is
responsible for paying for utility service, the utiliff may use the arrearage collection
procedure described {bove only if the utility follgws certain additional procedures for
notifying both the owner and the tenant aboyf any payments that are past due.

This bill allows annowner of a rental yhit to request that a municipal utility
terminate electric servicetp a rental dwelliiig unit if the tenant’s utility charges are
past due and the tenant ha received cepfain notices.

This bill also permits or ¥equires cgrtain actions of a municipal utility, including
the following: /

1) A municipal utility must xefdse to establish electric utility service at a rental
dwelling unit rented by a tenant i&the tenant has outstanding past—due charges for
utility service from the municipal itjlity, and must inform the owner of the rental
unit of the past—due charges ypon thé,owner’s request.

2) A municipal utility i& not requiked to offer a customer who is a tenant at a
rental dwelling unit a defefred payment agreement.

3) A municipal utility may adopt agplication, deposit, disconnection, or
collection rules and practices that distingui¢h between customers based upon
whether the customerAs an owner or a lessee of the property receiving utility service
where the possibility exists for unpaid bills of a temant to become a lien.

Under currepit law, if any person owes a debgf at least $20 to a county or
municipality, apfl if the debt has been reduced to avjudgment or the county or
municipality has provided the debtor reasonable noticesand an opportunity to be
heard with régard to the debt, the county or municipality certify the debt to the
Departmept of Revenue (DOR) so that DOR may collect the debt by subtracting the
debt amgunt from any tax refund owed to the debtor. Under c
of certifying debt to DOR, a “municipality” means any city, vil
inclddes any entity providing consolidated services among citie

owns.
, Under the bill, if a municipality or owner of a rental dwelling unithas a lien
against a tenant for unpaid utility services, the municipality or property owner may

villages, and
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//c\ertify that debt to DOR so that DOR may collect the debt by subtracting the lien
d amount from any tax refund owed to the tenant. \
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be /

printed as an appendix to this bill. /

/
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The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

v/
1 SECTION 1. 62.69 (2) (g) of the statutes is repealed.
2 SECTION 2. 66.080'2) (3) of the statutes is renumbered 66.0809 (3) (a) and
3 amended to read:
4 66.0809 (3) (a) Except as provided in subs. (4) and (5), on October 15 in each year
5 notice shall be given to the owner or occupant of all the lots or parcels of real estate
6 to which utility service has been furnished prior to October 1 by a public utility
7 operated by a town, city, or village and payment for which is owing and in arrears at
8 the time of giving the notice. The department in charge of the utility shall furnish
9 the treasurer with a list of th‘e lots or parcels of real estate for which utility service
10 charges are in arrears, and the notice shall be given by the treasurer, unless the
11 governing body of the city, village, or town authorizes notice to be given directly by
12 the department. The notice shall be in writing and shall state the amount of arrears,
13 including any penalty assessed pursuant to the rules of the utility; that unless the
14 amount is paid by November 1 a penalty of 10 percent of the amount of arrears will
15 be added; and that unless the arrears, with any added penalty, are paid by November
16 15, the arrears and penalty will be levied as a tax against the lot or parcel of real
! 17 estate to which utility service was furnished and for which payment is delinquent.
18 The notice may be served by delivery to éithér the owner ox occupant, personally, or
19 by letter addressed to the owneférioccupant at the post-ofﬁce address of the lot or

20 parcel of real estate.
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(b) On November 16, the officer or department issuing the notice shall certify
and file with the clerk a list of all lots or parcels of real estate, giving the legal
description, for which notice of arrears was given under par. (a) and for which arrears
remain unpaid, stating the amount of arrears and penalty. Each delinquent amount,
including the penalty, becomes a lien upon the lot or parcel of real estate to which the
utility service was furnished and payment for which is delinquent, and the clerk
shall insert the delinquent amount and penalty as :; tax against the lot or parcel of
real estate.

(c) All proceedings in relation to the collection of general property taxes and to
the return and sale of property for delinquent taxes apply to the tax under par. (b)
if it is not paid within the time required by law for payment of taxes upon real estate.

(d) Under this subsection, if an arrearage is for utility service furnished and
metered by the utility directly to a manufactured home or mobile home unit in a
licensed manufactured and mobile home community, the notice shall be given to the
owner of the manufactured home or mobile home unit and the delinquent amount
becomes a lien on the manufactured home or mobile home unit rather than a lien on
the parcel of real estate on which the manufactured home or mobile home unit is
located. A lien on a manufactured home or mobile home unit may be enforced using
the procedures under s. 779.48 (2).

(e) This subsection does not apply to arrearages collected using the procedure
under s. 66.0627.

(f) In this subsection, “metered” means the use of any method to ascertain the

amount of service used or the use of a ﬂat rate billing method

e .

SECTION 3 66.0809 (3m) of the statutes is created to readﬁj"'Q

B
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1 66.0809 (3m) (a) If sub. (5) applies and a notice of arrears under sub. (3) (a) is
2 given or past—due charges are certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), on the \
3 date the notice of arrears is given, or the past—due charges are certified under s. 62.69 |
4 (2) (D), the officer or department shall certify and file with the clerk of courts a list of L
5 tenants of rental dwelling units responsible for arrears. The municipality has a lien
6 upon the assets of each tenant listed under this paragraph in the amount of the ‘
7 arrears for which the tenant is responsible. i
8 (b) If par. (a) applies and the owner of the rental dwelling unit has paid the 2\
9 municipality the amount provided in the notice of arrears given under sub. (3) (a), ‘E
10 or certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), or the amount placed as tax ‘
11 against the real estate under sub. (3) (b) or s. 62.69 (2) (D), the municipality shall E
12 transfer the lien under par. (a) to the owner. }
13 (c) Within 7 days after a lien established under this subsection is satisfied, the /
14 llenholdgfw§@ file with the clerk of courts a n(zgfiof lien satlsfactlon o /// A
a0 ‘S:;CTION 4. 66.0809 (5) (ag) of the statutes is cr“;;;emcﬁlwig;ﬁ re“ad - M}

|

to whom this subsection applies the information provided to the owner under s. 73.03 /

(12). e : N - s e < i

66.0809 (5) (ag) The owner of a rental dwelling unit shall provide to each tenant

—
/
SECTION 5. 66.0809 (5) (b) (intro.) and 2. of the statutes are consolidated,
renumbered 66.0809 (5) (b) and amended to read:
66.0809 (5) (b) Ifthis-subsection-applies;a- A municipal public utility may use

sub. (3) or, if s. 62.69 applies, s. 62.69 (2) (f), to collect arrearages incurred after the

owner of a rental dwelling unit has provided the utility with written notice under par.
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e; the municipal public utility
shall-serve serves notice of the past—due charges on the owner of the rental dwelling
unit within 14 days of the date on which the tenant’s charges became past due. The
municipal public utility shall serve notice in the manner provided in s. 801.14 (2).
SECTION 6. 66.080§ (5) (b) 1. of the statutes is renumbered 66.0809 (5) (am) and

amended to read:

66.0809 (5) (am) In-order-to-comply-with-this-subdivisien,-a- A municipal public

utility shall send bills for water or electric service to a customer who is a tenant in

in6.-801.14(2). If a customer who is a tenant vacates his or her rental dwelling unit,

and the owner of the rental dwelling unit provides the municipal public utility, no
later than 21 days after the date on which the tenant vacates the rental dwelling
unit, with a written notice that contains a forwarding address for the tenant and the
date that the tenant vacated the rental dwelling unit, the utility shall continue to
send past—due notices to the customer at his or’ her forwarding address until the
past-due charges are paid or until notice has been provided under sub. (3) (a) or the

past—due charges have been certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f).

SECTION 7. 66.0809/ (5) (bm) of the statutes is created to read:

66.0809 (5) (bm) 1. No earlier than 14 days after receiving a notice under sub.
(5) (b) of a tenant’s past—due charges for electric service, the owner of a rental unit
may request that the municipal public utility terminate electric service to the rental

dwelling unit.
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2. Upon receipt of a request under subd. 1., the municipal public utility shall
serve notice on the tenant that unless all past—due charges are paid within 10 days,
electric service to the rental dwelling unit will be terminated. The municipal public
utility shall serve notice in the manner provided in s. 801.14 (2).

3. Except as provided under rules of the public service commission @”rohibiting'fp
re {(L»a), O . oF Sesrvice.

[ disconnections @u‘ing certain periods{ind subject to the procedural requirements

under those rules, unless all past—due charges are paid, the municipal utility shall

terminate electric service to the rental dwelling unit within 14 days after serving the
notice under subd. 2.

SECTION 8. 66.0809 (5) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0809 (5) (¢) A municipal public utility may demonstrate compliance with the
notice requirements of par. (b) -1- or -2: (bm) by providing evidence of having sent the

notice by U.S. mail or, if th on receiving the notice has consented to receive

notice in an electronic format, by providing evidence of having sent the notice in an

electronic format.

J
SECTION 9. 66.0809 (5) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:
- . f‘ Sinke Y
2 66.0809 (5) (d) If this.subseetion—appiies-and a municipal public utility <s-
elects

_permittedlto collect arrearages under sub. (3) or s. 62.69 (2) (f), the municipal public

utility shall provide all notices under sub. (3) or s. 62.69 (2) (f) to the tenant and to

the owner of the property or rs esignate the owner.

SEcTION 10. 66.080‘5,) (7) of the statutes is created to read:

66.0809 (7) A municipal utility may require a prospective customer to submit
an application for water or electric service.

/
24 SECTION 11. 66.0809 (8) of the statutes is created to read:
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66.0809 (8 6;’/:: municipal public utility shall disclose to the owner of a rental

dwelling unit, upon the owner’s request, whether a new or prospective tenant has

3 outstanding past—-due charges for utility service to that municipal public utility in
mnant’s name at a different address.
5 (bBM;’s mummpal public utﬂlty s llrefuseto estabhsh electmc utﬂity sefvice to
6 a rental dwelling unit leased by a tenant unless any outstanding past-due charges
7 for utility service in the tenant s name to that municipal pubhc utlhty are pa1d
8 SECTION 12. 66.0800 (9) of the statutes is created to read:
9 66.0809 (9) A municipal utility is not required to offer a customer who is a
10 tenant at a rental dwelling unit a deferred payment agreement.
11 SECTION 13. 66.0806 (10) of the statutes is created to read:
12 66.0809 (10) A municipal utility may adopt application, deposit, disconnection,
13 or collection rules and practices that distinguish between customers based upon
14 whether the customer owns or leases the property that is receiving utility service
15 where the possibility exists for any unpaid bills of a tenant to become a lien on the
16 B property that is receiving ut}}lty SEIVICE. i e e
// 17 SECTION ;ZWQS (8) (a) 6. of the statutes, as created by 2013 Wisconsin Act \\‘
18 20, is amended to read:
19 71.93 (3) (a) 6. Debt certifie der s. 71.935 (2) (a) and then s. 71.935 (2) (b). E
20 SECTION 15. 71.935 (1) (a) of the statytes is renumbered 71.935 (1) (a) (intro.) ;-)2
21 and amended to read: |
22 71.935 (1) (a) (intro.) “Debt” means -a- the followings
23 1. A parking citation of at least $20 that is unpaid and for which there has been E
24 no court appearance by the date specified in the citation or, if no date is specified, that
25 is unpaid for at least 28 days; an unpaid fine, fee, restitution or forfeiture of at least

e o S
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$20; and any other debt that is at least $20, including debt related to propert

2 if the debt has been reduced to a judgment or the municipality or county tg'which the
3 debt is owed has provided the debtor reasonable notice and an opgortunity to be
4 . with regard to the debt.
5 | 16. 71.935 (1) (a) 2. of the statutes is created $6 read:
6 935 (1) (a) 2. A lien under s. 66.0809 (3m).
7 SEC
8
9
10 9 (3m). |
11 SECTION 18. 7f 35 (2) of the stat utes is renumbered 71.935 (2) (a).
12 SECTION 19. 71‘;3\(2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:
13 71.935 (2) (b) Ifa mu\ﬁmpa iy or property owner has a lien against a tenant
14 under s. 66.0809 (3m), the m ; jicipality shall, or property owner may, certify that
15 debt to the department so department may set off the debt against any
16 . The munic ality shall certify the debt to the department
17 . The property ownhglshall certify the debt to the department
18
19 . 71.935 (3) (a) of the statutes 1‘&amended to read:
20 . (3) (a) If the debt remains uncollecte\nd, in the case of a parking
21 itatior, if the debtor has not contested the citation w1t in 20 days after the notice
22 undér sub. (2), the department shall set off the debt against apy refund that is owed

23 the debtor after the setoff under s. 71.93. Any legal action contgsting a setoff shall

be brought against the municipality er, county, or property owner that certified the

debt under sub. (2). ‘%\

N\
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[y

SECTION 21. 71.935 (3) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

2 71.935 (3) (b) The department shall provide the information obtained undg
3 (2) to the department of administration. Before reducing any disbursemeht as
4 provided under this paragraph, the department of administration shall a the
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 nd, county, and property owner for
21 for the municipality ex, county,
22 \
23 SEcTION 23. 73.03 (72) of the statutes is created i read:
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1 73.03 (72) To prepare and distribute to landlords information about the process

2 for collecting arrears under ss. 66.0809 (3m) and 71.935 (2) (b) so that the landlords

3 may provide the mformatlon to tenants. /

e T S T

4 SECTION 24. 196.37 (5) of the statutes is created to read:

5 196.37 (5) It is not unreasonable or unjustly discriminatory for a municipal

6 public utility to adopt application, deposit, disconnection, or collection rules and

7 practices that distinguish between customers based upon whether the customer

8 owns or leases the property that is receiving utility service where the possibility

9 exists for any unpaid bills of a tenant to become a lien on the property that is
10 receiving utility service.
11 SECTION 25. Initial applicability.
12 (1) The treatment of sections 62.69 (2) (g) and 66.0809 (3) and (5) (b) (intro.),
13 1.‘ , and 2. of the statutes first applies to arrearages incurred on the effective date of
14 this subsection.
15 (2) The treatment of section 66.0809 (3m) of the statutes first applies to a notice
16 of arrears g‘1ven on the eﬂ'ectlve date of thls subsectlon -

/ld’;a - (3) The treatment of sectlor’1»676 0809 (8) (b) of the statutes first applies t:;\j/'—’
\_18 ____request for utility.service made on-the.effective date of this.subseetion..... i
}9 SEcTION 26. Effective date.
@ (1) This act takes effect on the 1st day of the( month beginning after

21 publication.

22 (END)
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/
SecTION 1. 66.0809 (3m) of the statutes is created to read:

66.0809 (8m) (a) If sub. (5)/applies and a notice of arrears under sub. (3;(a)
is given, the department in charge of the utility shall provide a notice to the tenant
responsible for the arrears. The notice shall be in writing and shall state the amount
of arrears including any penalty assessed pursuant to the rules of the utility, that the
tenant is subject to a lien upon his or her assets for arrears for which he or she is
responsible, that the lien will transfer to the owner of the rental dwelling unit if the
owner pays the arrears, and that the lien will be enforceable upon the filing of the
lien with the clerk of courts.

(b) If sub. (5)/applies and a notice of arrears under sub. (3) (::) is given or
past—due charges are certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f),/ on the date
the notice of arrears is given, or the past—due charges are certified under s. 62.69/(2)
(), the officer or department shall file with the clerk of courts a list of tenants of rental
dwelling units responsible for arrears. The municipality has a lien upon the assets
of each tenant listed under this paragra(ph in the amount of the arrears on the date
that the notice is given for which the tenant is responsible.

(¢) If par. (b)Japplies and the owner of the rental dwelling unit has paid the
municipality the amount provided in the notice of arrears given under sub. (3)Za),
or certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f): or the amount placed as tax
against the real estate under sub. (3) (b)lor s. 62.69 (2) (f): the lien under par. (b),

transfers to the owner of the rental dwelling unit and the municipality no longer has

a lien against the tenant.
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(d) An owner of a rental dwelling unit who has a lien under par. (¢) may file a

notice of lien with the clerk of court of the county in which the rental dwelling unit
is located not more than 6 months after the date the lien arose under par. (b;. The
clerk of courts shall file and enter the notice of lien in the judgment and lien docket.
No action to enforce a lien under par. (c)lmay be maintained unless a notice of lien
is filed under this paragraph.

4

(e) Within 7 days after a lien established and filed under this subsection is

satisfied, the lienholder shall file with the clerk of courts a notice of lien satisfaction.
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SECTION 3. 66.0809 (3m) of the statutes is created to read: 07 .01
66.0809 (3m) (a) If sub. (5) applics and a notice of arrears under sub. (3) (a) is gveX/ the

department in charge of the utility shall provide a notice to the tenant responsible for the arrears.

The notice shall be in writing and shall state the amount of arrears including any penalty assessed

pursuant to the rules of the utility, that the tenant is subject to a lien upon his or her assets for

arrears for which he or she is responsible, that the lien will transfer to the owner of the rental

dwelling unit if the owner pays the arrears, and that the lien will be enforceable upon the filing of

the lien with the clerk of courts.

(b) If Sub. (5) applies and a notice of arrears under sub. (3) (a) is given or past—due

charges are certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), en-the date-the-neties-of arrearsis

municipality has a lien upon the assets of each tenant to whom a notice of arrears under sub.

(3)(a) is given or for whom past-due charges are certified to the comptroller under 5. |
@Q{Z}Lﬂhﬁe&lﬁd&ﬂ&fs—pﬁf&g@h in the amount of the arrears on the date that fhe notice is
given for which the tenant is reéponsible. i a1

- (¢) If par. (b) applies and the owner of the rental dwelling unit has paid the municipality
the amount prdvidéd in the notice of arrears given under sub. (3) (a), or certified to the
comptroller uqder s. 62.69 2) (f), br the amount placed as tax against the real estate under sub. |
(3) (b) or 5. 62.69 (2) (£), the lien under par. (b) transfers to the owner of the rental dwelling unit

and the municipality no longer has a lien against the tenant.




(d) If par. (b) applies, on or before December 16 a mumcmahtv shall file Wlth the clerk of

courts a llst of tenants of rental dwellmg umts resnonsxble for arrears against whom the

- e

municipality continues to have a lien as of November 16. Ao acctro w r e
A

(ed) An owner of a rental dwelling unit who has a lien under par. (c) may file a notice of
lien with the clerk of court of the county in which the rental dwelling unit is located not more
than 6 months after the date the lien arose under par. (b). The clerk of courts shall file and enter
the notice of lien in the judgment and lien docket. No action to enforce a lien under par. (¢) may

be maintained unless a notice of lien is filed under this paragraph.
~

(fe) Within 7 days after a lien established and filed under this subsection is satisfied by
- 1 wan

the tenant, the lienholder shall file with the clerk of courts a notice of lien ysatisfaction. The |

~

owner of a rental dwelling unit shall be responsible for filing the notice of lien satisfaction for a

filed lien transferred to the owner under par. (c). . /J
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AN ACT ¢to repeal 62.69 (2) (g); to renumber and amend 66.0809 (3) and
66.0809 (5) (b) 1.; to consolidate, renumber and amend 66.0809 (5) (b)
(intro.) and 2.; to amend 66.0809 (5) (¢) and 66.0809 (5) (d); and to create
66.0809 (3m), 66.0809 (5) (bm), 66.0809 (7), 66.0809 (8), 66.0809 (9), 66.0809
(10) and 196.37 (5) of the statutes; relating to: collection of certain municipal

utility arrearages and the provision of municipal utility service to tenants.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 62.69 (2) (g) of the statutes is repealed.

SECTION 2. 66.0809 (3) of the statutes is renumbered 66.0809 (3) (a) and
amended to read:

66.0809 (3) (a) Except as provided in subs. (4) and (5), on October 15 in each year

notice shall be given to the owner or occupant of all the lots or parcels of real estate
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SECTION 2

to which utility service has been furnished prior to October 1 by a public utility
operated by a town, city, or village and payment for which is owing and in arrears at
the time of giving the notice. The department in charge of the utility shall furnish
the treasurer with a list of the lots or parcels of real estate for which utility service
charges are in arrears, and the notice shall be given by the treasurer, unless the
governing body of the city, village, or town authorizes notice to be given directly by
the department. The notice shall be in writing and shall state the amount of arrears,
including any penalty assessed pursuant to the rules of the utility; that unless the
amount is paid by November 1 a penalty of 10 percent of the amount of arrears will
be added; and that unless the arrears, with any added penalty, are paid by November
15, the arrears and penalty will be levied as a tax against the lot or parcel of real
estate to which utility service was furnished and for which payment is delinquent.
The notice may be served by delivery to either the owner or occupant personally, or
by letter addressed to the owner or occupant at the post—office address of the lot or
parcel of real estate.

(b) On November 16, the officer or department issuing the notice shall certify
and file with the clerk a list of all lots or parcels of real estate, giving the legal
description, for which netice of arrears was given under par. (a) and for which arrears
remain unpaid, stating the amount of arrears and penalty. Each delinquent amount,
including the penalty, becomes a lien upon the lot or parcel of real estate to which the
utility service was furnished and payment for which is delinquent, and the clerk
shall insert the delinquent amount and penalty as a tax against the lot or parcel of

real estate.
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SECTION 2
1 (c) All proceedings in relation to the collection of general property taxes and to

2 the return and sale of property for delinquent taxes apply to the tax under par. (b)

3 if it is not paid within the time required by law for payment of taxes upon real estate.
4 (d) Under this subsection, if an arrearage is for utility service furnished and
5 metered by the utility directly to a manufactured home or mobile home unit in a
6 licensed manufactured and mobile home community, the notice shall be given to the
7 owner of the manufactured home or mobile home unit and the delinquent amount
8 becomes a lien on the manufactured home or mobile home unit rather than a lien on
9 the parcel of real estate on which the manufactured home or mobile home unit is
10 located. A lien on a manufactured home or mobile home unit may be enforced using

11 the procedures under s. 779.48 (2).

12 (e) This subsection does not apply to arrearages collected using the procedure

13 under s. 66.0627.

14 () In this subsection, “metered” means the use of any method to ascertain the

15 amount of service used or the use of a flat rate billing method.

@ gwen th ':deparfment in charge of the utlhty sha]l prov1de a notice to @nam
mcL L P Mze&pbk Uk by fakd & Lo

ﬁes_pﬁnsmle for the arr . The notlce shall be in writing and shall state the amount

20 of arrears including any penalty assessed pursuant to the rules of the utility, that the
21 tenant is subject to a lien upon his or her assets for arrears for which he or she is
22 responsible, that the lien will transfer to the owner of the rental dwelling unit if the
23 owner pays the arrears, and that the lien will be enforceable upon the filing of the

24 lien with the clerk of courts.
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:If sub. (5) applies and a notice of arrears under sub (3) (a) is given or \
!

past—due charges are certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), on the date

j
!
the notice of arrears is given, or the past—due charges are certified under s. 62.69 (2) }
/
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(), the fficer or department shall ﬁle w1th thé clerk of courts a list of tenants of ren@/a—*

B\

dwelling units responsible for arrears. Th)/rﬁu’n:cv;pahty has a lien upon
ok kel JUevey ik bl

of each tenantd; under this paragrapym the amount of the arre

that the notlce is given for which the tenant is responsible.

he assets

of&m‘:ﬂdw}[z anit
whom is respansible

f par. @{ phes and the owner of the rental dwelling unit has paid the
municipality the amount provided in the notice of arrears given under sub. (3) (a),
or certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) (f), or the amount placed as tax

| . -2 ()
against the real estate under sub. (3) (b) or s. 62.69 (2) (f), the lien under par.@f
transfers to the owner of the rental dwelling unit and the municipality no longer has
a lien against the tenant.

o (N (D)

owner of a rental dwelling unit who has a lien under par.{c}may file a

()
The

is located not more than 6 months after the date the lien arose under par

notice of lien with the clerk of court of the county in which the rental dwelh&gumt
(

clerk of courts shall file and enter the notice of lien in the judgment and lien docket.
No action to enforce a lien under par.Ac mayr lg: ?naintained unless a notice of lien
is filed under this paragraph.

tlcun 7 days after a lien established and filed under this subsection is

satisfied, the lienholder shall file with the clerk of courts a notice of lien satisfaction.

22 SECTION 4. 66.0809 (5) (b) (intro.) and 2. of the statutes are consolidated,
23 renumbered 66.0809 (5) (b) and amended to read:

24 66.0809 (5) (b) Ifthis-subsection-applies;-a- A municipal public utility may use
25 sub. (3) or, if s. 62.69 applies, s. 62.69 (2 to collect arrearages incurred after the
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SECTION 4

owner of a rental dwelling unit has provided the utility with written notice under par.

(a) only if the-m

e; the municipal public utility
shall serve serves notice of the past—due charges on the owner of the rental dwelling
unit within 14 days of the date on which the tenant’s charges became past due. The
municipal public utility shall serve notice in the manner provided in s. 801.14 (2).

SECTION 5. 66.0809 (5) (b) 1. of the statutes is renumbered 66.0809 (5) (am) and
amended to read:

66.0809 (5) (am) In-orderto-comply with-this subdivisien,a- A municipal public
utility shall send bills for water or electric service to a customer who is a tenant in

the tenant’s own name. Ea

1-5-801-14-(2). If a customer who is a tenant vacates his or her rental dwelling unit,

and the owner of the rental dwelling unit provides the municipal public uti‘lity, no
later than 21 days after the date on which the tenant vacates the rental dwelling
unit, with a written notice that contains a forwarding address for the tenant and the
date that the tenant vacated the rental dwelling unit, the utility shall continue to
send past—due notices to the customer at his or her forwarding address until the
past—due charges are paid or until notice has been provided under sub. (3) (a) or the

past—due charges have been certified to the comptroller under s. 62.69 (2) ().

SECTION 6. 66.0809 (5) (bm) of the statutes is created to read:
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66.0809 (5) (bm) 1. No earlier than 14 days after receiving a notice under sub.
(5) (b) of a tenant’s past—due charges for electric service, the owner of a rental unit
may request that the municipal public utility terminate electric service to the rental
dwelling unit. N

2. Upon receipt of a request under subd. 1., the municipal public utility shall
serve notice on the tenant that unless all past—due charges are paid within 10 days,

electric service to the rental dwelling unit will be terminated. The municipal public -

iy . . . . vlg s‘ublru&ctm cfm vw!”
utility shall serve notice in the manner provided in s. 801.14 (2). A apely (€ a municipd poktc
Okt MEJ nat- vge e

3. Except as provided under rules of the public service commission relating to # ;; 'iﬁ:

- estlest
¥ a9 0
rules, unless all past—due charges are paid, the municipal utility shall terminate &

disconnections of service and subject to the procedural requirements under those

electric service to the rental dwelling unit within 14 days after serving the notice
under subd. 2.

SECTION 7. 66.0809 (5) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

66.0809 (5) (c) A municipal public utility may demonstrate compliance with the
notice requirements of par. (b) - or -2 (bm) by providing evidence of having sent the

notice by U.S. mail or, if the person receiving the notice has consented to receive

ice in an electronic format, by providing evide. of having sent the notice in an

electronic format. mae ‘_I ‘e
SECTION 8. 66.0809 (5) (d) of the statutes is ended to read:

66.0809 (5) (d) If@h}s—&&bseet&m&—apphes-and a municipal public utility is
permitted elects to collect arrearages under sub. (3) or s. 62.69 (2) (f), the municipal

public utility shall provide all notices under sub. (3) or s. 62.69 (2) (f) to the tenant

and to the owner of the property or a person designated by the owner.

SECTION 9. 66.0809 (7) of the statutes is created to read:
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66.0809 (7) A municipal utility may require a prospective customer to submit
an application for water or electric service.

SECTION 10. 66.0809 (8) of the statutes is created to read:

66.0809 (8) A municipal public utility shall disclose to the owner of a rental
dwelling unit, upon the owner’s request, whether a new or prospective tenant has
outstanding past—due charges for utility service to that municipal public utility in
that tenant’s name at a different address.

SECTION 11. 66.0809 (9) of the statutes is created to read:

66.0809 (9) A municipal utility is not required to offer a customer who is a
tenant at a rental dwelling unit a deferred payment agreement.

" SECTION 12. 66.0809 (10) of the statutes is created to read:

66.0809 (10) A municipal utility may adopt application, deposit, disconnection,
or collection rules and practices that distinguish between customers based upon
whether the customer owns or leases the property that is receiving utility service
where the possibility exists for any unpaid bills of a tenant to become a lien on the
property that is receiving utility service.

SECTION 13. 196.37 (5) of the statutes is created to read:

196.37 (5) It is not unreasonable or unjustly discriminatory for a municipal
public utility to adopt application, deposit, disconnection, or collection rules and
practices that distinguish between customers based upon whether the customer
owns or leases the property that is receiving utility service where the possibility
exists for any unpaid bills of a tenant to become a lien on the property that is
receiving utility service.

SECTION 14. Initial applicability.

Ol Aﬂk E):APP”
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(1) The treatment of sections 62.69 (2) (g) and 66.0809 (3) and (5) (b) (intro.),
1., and 2. of the statutes first applies to arrearages incurred on the effective date of
this subsection. cucehe 4L bile

(2@& section 66.0809 (3m) of the statutes first applies to a notice
of arrears given on the effective date of this subsection.

SECTION 15. Effective da

@§—;‘his act takes effect on the . day Ethe W9th month begmm? after

pubhcatmx? (‘ €xcepr ae fotleas ¢
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