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CHAPTER 344
VEHICLES — FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

SUBCHAPTERI 344.31 Certification of insurance as proof.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 344.33 “Motor vehicle liability policy” defined.
344.01 Words and phrases defined. 344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. 344.35 This chapter not to fdct other policies.
344.03 Judicial review 344.36 Bond as proof.
344.04 Powerof court to stay suspension of registration or impoundment @44.37 Money or securities as proof.
vehicles. 344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for others.
344.05 Courtsto report nonpayment of certain judgments. 344.39  Substitution of proof.
344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other process. 344.40 Revocatioror suspension for failure to maintain proof; other proof may be
344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident. required.
344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and registration. 344.41  Durationof proof; when proof may be canceled or returned.
SUBCHAPTER Il 344.42 Submission of certifications and recertifications by insurers.
SECURITY FOR RST ACCIDENTS SUBCHAPTER IV
344.12 Applicability of provisions relating to deposit of security for past-acci PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER
dents. 344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon suspension.
344.13 Secretaryto determine amount of security requifetiowing accident and 344.46  Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat purpose of chapter
to give notice thereof. 344.48 Forged proof.
344.14 Suspensioffior failure to deposit security; impoundment of vehicle; excep SUBCHAPTER V
tions. FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND HUMAN SERICES
344.15 Requirementss to policy or bond. VEHICLES
344.16 Requirements as to self-insurers. 344.51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or leased vehicles.
344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of security 344.52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented vehicles.
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit security 344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles.
344.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle; disposition. 344.57 Definitions applicable to s844.57to 344.579
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed drivers, unregistered mot@44.572 Applicability to rental agreements.
vehiclesand accidents in other states. 344.574 Limited liability for damage.
344.20 Custody disposition and return of security 344.576 Damage waivers.
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits. 344.577 Advertisement or representation.
344.22 Short title. 344.578 Credit card for deposit or damages.
SUBCHAPTER I 344.579 Violations.
PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY SUBCHAPTER VI
FOR THE FUTURE MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE
344.24 Applicability of sections relatingp proof of financial responsibility for the 344.61 Definitions.
future. 344.62 Motor vehicle liability insurance required.
344.25 Suspensiofior nonpayment of judgment; exceptions. 344.63 Exceptions to motor vehicle liability insurance requirement.
344.26 Suspension after judgment for money damages. 344.64 Fraudulent, false, or invalid proof of insurance.
344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspension upon default. 344.65 Violations.
344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future required. 344.66 Rules.
344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsibility 344.67 Notice.
SUBCHAPTERI (c) “Operator” means a person who is in actualanstructive
physicalcontrol of amotor vehicle. It includes a person who has
GENERAL PROVISIONS parkeda motor vehicle. It includes the driver of a vehicle being

pushedor towed and, in case there is no person actually doing the
344.01 Words and phrases defined. (1) Words and driving, the person who is doing the pushing or towing.

phrasesdefined in ss340.01and343.01are used in the same (cm) Notwithstanding s340.01 (42) “owner” means, with
sensein this chapter unless a fiifent definition is specifically respecto a vehicle that is registered, or is required to be +egis

provided. tere_d,by a lessee of the vehicle under 841, the lessee of the
(2) In this chapter the following words and phrases have tMghicle- . . - . _
designatedneanings: (d) “Proof offinancial responsibility” or “proof of financial

(a) “Judgment” means a judgment for damages rendered b gponsibilityfor the future” means proof of ability to respond in
courtof competent jurisdiction of any staseof the United States damagesfor liability on account of accidents occurrisgbse
upona cause of action arising out of the ownership, maintenarfi¢entto the efective date of such proof, arising out of the mainte
or use of any motor vehicle, including damages for care and f§tNceor use of a motor vehicle in the amount of $25,000 because
lossof services because of bodily injury to or death ofengon ©f Podily injury to or death of one person in any one accident and,
anddamages because of injury to or destructibproperty and subjectto thatillnlnt_ for one person, in the amount of $50,000
the consequent loss of use thereof, which judgment has becd?f§ausef bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons in any
final by expiration without appeal dhe time within which an Oneaccident and in the amount of $10,000 because of injury to or
appealmight have been taken or by finafiahation on appeal. destructiorof property of others in any one accident.
“Judgment’also includes a judgment rendered by a court ofcom (e) “Registration” means, in the case of a person whose vehicle
petentjurisdiction upon a cause of action on an agreement ifregistered under c841, the registration so issued; in the case
settlementfor damages of the type specified in this paragrapbf a person whose vehicle is not so registered, it means the privi
which judgment has become final within the meaning of this-parg&geto register a vehicle MWisconsin and the reciprocal privilege
graph. granteda nonresident to operate ind&bnsin a vehicle not regis

(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle and als@redin Wisconsin.
includes trailers and semitrailers designed for use with such (f) “State” means any state, territory or possession of the
vehicles,except that “motor vehicle” does not include farm-+radJnited States, the District of Columbia, or any province of the
tors, well drillers, road machinery or snowmobiles. Dominion of Canada.
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(g9) “Vehicle” means every device in, upon, or by which any (2) Uponreceiving information, other than of a judgment for
personor property is or mape transported or drawn upon a highdamagesn a court of this state, that would be cause for suspension
way, except vehicles used exclusively upon stationary dils of registration or impoundment of the vehicle, the secretary shall
tracksand except electric personal assistive mobility devices. notify the registrant of the intention to suspend swglistration

History: 1971 c. 2771973 c. 901977 c. 2931981 c. 2841985 a. 187Sup. Ct.  or impound the vehicle. The registrant may thereupon petition
Order,146 Ws. 2d xiii (1988);1997 a. 272001 a. 992009 a. 282011 a. 14 any court of record ifthe registrang county for an order enjoining
. . . the secretans contemplated action, whereupon jimige of such
344.02 Hearing on suspension or impoundment. courtshallg)ri\nt an orF()jer restraining the sgcretllah:?/gin the matter
(1) Wheneverthe department under3i4.13givesnotice of the 4| the petition is finally determined by the court. if such petition
amountof security required to be deposited and that an @ieryqorder are served upon the secretaithin 10 days after the
suspension or impoundment will be made if such security is Npkeof the secretarg'notice or in any event before the secretary

notice, or prior to the postponedfeétive dateof suspension if \5uid result in undue hardshi P
h p upon the petitiottehave any
postponemertas been granted undeBg4.14 (1) Upon receipt g chregistration suspended or the vehicle impoundedcaiet
of timely request for hearinghe department shall fix the time anihall issue an order restraining the secretary from suspetiting
placeof the hearing and give notice thereof to such persoady n?]gistrationor impounding the vehicle.
i

ularmail. The scope of the hearing is limited to the matter set for . . . .
in s.344.14 (2) (Kland, subject to 844.14 (2m)to whether or (3) This section does not authorize a court to stay suspension
! or revocation of an operafarlicense.

R%t);[hp‘eefs,ec:ﬁovr\}k:z tfrz]a?lso‘\//vvri]t?\roa{ tg;g;?]tggl\é e?i:&t;g It?%%l;)r:eierdét i History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731981 c. 3631991 a. 2691997
time and place specified in the notice sHalffeit the right to a
hearing. 344.05 Courts to report nonpayment of certain judg -

(2) No law enforcement €iter or other witness called llge  ments. (1) If a judgment of $500 or more for damages arising
person who has requested a hearing to testify on his or her bebtiatiof a motor vehicle accident is not satisfied within 30 days after
may bepaid a witness fee by the department. No law enforcemésthaving become final by expiration without appeal of the time
officer called as a witness for tdepartmeninay be paid any wit within which an appeal might have been taken or by fitfiatred-
nessfee. tion on appeal, the clerk of the court in which the judgment was

(3) Upon Comp|etion of the hearing, the department shd]ﬁnderedor the judge if the COUrt_ has no Clerk, Sh.a” Immedlately
makefindings of fact, conclusions of laand a decision, and shallforward to the secretary a certified copy of the judgment upon
eitherproceed to order suspension of the pessoperatingrivi- ~ requesbf the judgment creditor or the attorneyre€ord for the
lege, or registrations, or both, and may also orderitgound ~ judgment creditor

mentof the persors motor vehicle, in accordance witl344.14 (2) If the defendant named in any certified copy of a judgment
or upon good cause appearitigerefor shall terminate the pro reported to the secretary is a nonresident, the secretary shall trans
ceedings. mit a certified copy of the judgment to thdicil in chage of the

(4) Thetime during which enforcement of an order of suspe#ssuanceof licenses and registration certificatestioé state of
sion or impoundment isstayed pending completion of courtwhichthe defendant is a resident.
review thereof shall not biacluded as part of the one-year periog FE87V, 1977 £ 251654 (7) (/1981 . 20Sup. Ct. Orderl46 Ws. 2d xi
fixed by 5.344.18 (1) (dYor suspension or theeriod fixed under ’ o
$.344.185 (2) (apr (b) for impoundment. 344.07 Responsibility law not to prevent other pro -

History: 1971 ¢.253 1977 c. 2%s.1462 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 4181979 c. L . :
258 1981 c. 347%.80 (2} 1981 ¢. 36339L 1991 a. 2691993 a16 1997 a. 2784, €€SS. Nothing in this chapter shdie construed as preventing the

The hearing procedures under this section satisfy due process. A penimmal  plaintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the other
propertyinterest is balanced by the statigiterest in the procedures, which carry Iittleprocessegrovided by law
risk of an erroneous deprivation of propertgopf v. State,158 Ws. 2d 208461
N.W.2d 813(Ct. App. 1990). ) ) )
344.08 Suspension for failure to report accident.

344.03 Judicial review. (1) Any person aggrieved by a final (1) Thesecretary may suspend the operafinigilege or registra
decisionof the department under this chapter matyany time tion of any personvho fails to report an accident as required by

prior to 30 days after the entry of an order of suspension, revoge346.700r to give correctly the information requested by the sec
tion or impoundment, seek judicial review under 287, retaryin connection with such report unless, in the judgment of the

(2) If any person aggrieved by a decision of the departmdfcretaryihere was excusable cause for such failure or utiless
under this chapter faildo seek judicial review under ca27 accidentdid not result in injury or damage to the person or prop
within the time allowed in sulf1), the circuit court mayuponthe €7t Of anyone other than the person so required to report.
persons petition and notice to the department, and upon the termg2) Any operating privilege suspended or revoked under this
andwithin a time as the court deems reasonable, but not later t§&§tion.or suspended or revoked under any other section fer fail
one year after the act complained ofiothe case of aimpound  Ure to report an accident, shall be reinstated in accordance with s.
ment, after the vehicle has been ordered sold undénsigs (2) 344.09at the end of one year following thdegftive date othe
allow a review with the samefett as though done within the timeSUSpensiomr revocation order iuring such one-year period, no
prescribedn sub(1). This subsection does raithorize the court noticeof action has been filed with the department in the manner
to stay suspension or revocation of an opetsitizense. specifiedin s.344.18 (1) (d)

History: 1977 c. 2%s.1463 1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 187418 1981c. 347s.80 (2) History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1979 c. 2581991 a. 2691997 a. 84
1981c. 363 391; 1993 a. 16

344.09 Reinstatement of operating privilege and reg -
344.04 Power of court to stay suspension of registra - istration. (1) Whenever the secretaiysatisfied that the reason
tion orimpoundment of vehicles. (1) Notwithstandingany for suspending or revoking an operating privilegeer this chap
otherprovisionof this chapterthe secretary shall not suspend theer has been removed, including satisfaction of any of the require
registrationof a vehicle when ordered not do so by the court mentsof s.344.18 the secretarghall order reinstatement of the
wherein the judgment for damagegas had qrin a case not operatingprivilege. The department shall give notifehe rein
involving a judgment, when ordered not to do so by a court undgatemento the person whose operating privilege was suspended
petition of the registrant in accordance with s(&). or revoked in the manner it deemyspropriate. The order reinstat
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ing a suspended operating privilege has the safeet @6 an auto sionthat it will take efect on the date specified in this subsection
matic reinstatement under 343.39 unlesssecurity is deposited prior to that date.

(2) Wheneveran operating privilege suspended or revoked gizilstory: 1971 c. 2531977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731991 a. 2691997
underthis chapter 1S relnstated, any reg's"at_'on th_at was susl’he90—day time limitunder sub. (3) is directgrgot mandatoryWarner v DOT,
pendedor revoked along with the operating privilegedsstated 102Wis. 2d 232306 N.w2d 266(Ct. App. 1981).
andthe department shall return any surrendered and unexpired
registrationplate in its possession. 344.14 Suspension for failure to deposit security;

(3) Nothingin thissection exempts a person from the applicdmpoundment  of vehicle; exceptions. (1) If a person who
ble reinstatement fees unded.1.360r 343.210r from comply ~ Wasgiven notice undes.344.13 (3)fails to deposit security in the

ing with applicable provisions of 843.38 amountand by the time specified in the notice, the secretary shall
History: 1977 c. 281654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731985 a. 291991 a. 2691997 iImMmediatelysuspend the pers@operating privilege if the per
a.84. sonwas theoperator of a motor vehicle involved in the accident

andall the persors registrations if the person was thener of a
motor vehicle involved in the accident unless the pefaamishes

SUBCHAPTERII proof satisfactory to the secretary that fherson comes within
oneof the exceptions set forth in syB). If the owner andpera
SECURITY EOR RST ACCIDENTS tor are separate persons, only one of them need deposit security

or the 2 persons may cooperate in depositegurity Upon
requestof the owner or operator in question, the secretary may

344.12  Applicability of provisions relating to  deposit  ,qinonghe efective date of a suspension under this section not
of security for past accidents.  Subject to the exceptions eon fo exceed 20 days.

tained in s344.14 the provisions of this chapter requiring deposit (1g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle

of security and requiring suspension for failure to deposit securit ; .
applyto the operator and owner e¥ery motor vehicle which is éi’/gekgggngerr)irj&q)wmse registration has been suspended or

in any manner involved in an accident in this state which has . .
resultedin bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to (1M) In addition to the suspensions under ga}.the secre

propertyof any other person of $1,000 or more. tary may order the impoundment of any motor vehicle which is:
History: 1981 c. 201991 a. 2691995 a. 13; 1997 a. 84 (a) Registered in the name of the owner of the motor vehicle
Wisconsins safety responsibility lawFitzGerald. WBB Feb. 1984. involved in the accident.

. . (b) Registered in the name of tbperator of the motor vehicle
344.13 Secretary to determine amount of security  involvedin the accident.

required following accident and to give notice thereof. ; .
(1) The secretary after receipt af report of an accident of the (2) Sul:;]sectlonsgl)fand(lm) dor?olt a.pplyl' di ident if
type specified in $344.12shall determine, with respect to such, (@) To the owner of a motor vehicle involved in an accident i
accidentthe amount of security which is §afent in the secre 1€ OWner had ireffect at the time of the accident a policy or bond
tary’s judgment to satisfy any judgment for damages resultiwtn rﬁspect to such mOtf;XEhl'geh'Ch policy or bond complies
from such accident which may be recoveagginst either opera th the requirements o o L
tor or owner of the vehicles involved in such accident. Such-deter (P) To the operator who is not the owner of the vehicle involved
minationshall be based upon the total property damagdersaf N the accident if either the owner hadeifect a policy or bond
by other persons whose property was involved in the accident, fBPlYingto the operatds operation of the motor vehicle at the
including the vehicle a person was operating when such operalii€ of the accident or there was ireef atthe time of the accident
waswith the owne's permission, and on the extent of person&Policy or bond with respect to the oper&taperation of motor
injuries, including deaths, involving other parties to the acciderfehiclesnot owned by the operajarhich policy or bond meets
The determination as to the amount of security required sball 1€ réquirements of 844.15 o
be made with respect to operatorsomrners who are exempt from () To the operator or owner whose liabilfor damages restilt
the requirements of security and suspension unde4414 (2) ing from the accident is, in the judgmentté secretarycovered

(2) The secretary shall determine the amountseturity by any other form of liability insurance policy or bond meeting the

requiredto be deposited by each persontlo® basis of the acci requirementof s.344.15 o .
dentreports or other information submitted. In addition to the (d) Toany person qualifying as a self-insurer undédd. 16
accidentreports required by lavthe secretary may request fronP! to any person operating a vehicle for such self-insurer
any of the persons, including passengers and pedestrians(e) To the operator or owner of a vehicle involved in an-acci
involved in such accident such further information, sworn statgdent wherein no injury was caused to the person of anyone other
mentsor other evidence relating to property damage, persofig@gnsuch operator or owner amcherein damage to property of
injury or death in motor vehicle accidents as deemed necessargtgone person other than such operator or owner did not equal or
aid in determining the amount bedeposited as security under sexceed$1,000.
344.14 Failure of a person to comply with such request is grounds(f) To the operator or owner of a vehicle legally parketthat
for suspending such perserdperating privilege but no suspentime of the accident, provided that the operators of the other
sion shall be made on sughounds until one follow-up requestvehiclesinvolved admit that suctehicle was legally parked or
hasbeen made and at le2& days have elapsed since the mailingtherproof establishing such fact to the secretasgtisfaction is
of the first request. filed.

(3) Thesecretary within 90 days after receipt of a report of an (g) To the owner of a vehicle if, at the time of the accident, the
accidentof the type specified in 844.12and upon determining vehicle was being operated without the owsepermission,
the amount of security to be required of any person involved éxpressorimplied, or was parked by a person who had been oper
such accident or to be required of the owner of any vehiciingsuch vehicle without such permission.
involved in such accident, shall give at least 10 days’ written (h) To any persomvho would otherwise have to deposit secu
noticeto every such person of the amount of security requiredrity if, prior to the date the secretary would otherwise suspend the
be deposited by the person. The notice also shall state that an quéeson’soperating privilege and registrations under gab.or
of suspension will be made as provided i8481.14 unless within order the impoundment of the motor vehicle under gdim),
suchtime security is deposited as requitegdthe notice. The thereis filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory tosthe
orderof suspension may be made a pathefnotice, with a provi retarythat the person has been released from liability or has been
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finally adjudicated not to be liable or has execatedly acknowl mailedthem by registered mail to the defendants named therein.
edgedwritten agreement providing fone payment of an agreedThe service fee shall be $4 for each defendant so served.
amountin installments with respect to all claims for injuries or (4) After receipt of the report of an accident of the type speci
damageresulting from the accident. The secretary may ac@epfied in s.344.12 the secretary may forward to the insuramed
release from liability executed by a parent as natural guardiani@érein,that portion of theeport or other notice which pertains to
by a guardian ad litem on behalf of a miwbild with respect to  anautomobile liability policy or bond. Theecretary shall assume
property damage or personal injuries sustained by the minor thatan automobile liability policy or bond as described in this sec

(i) To the owner of a vehicle insured as required d24.53 tion was in efect and applied to both the owrserd operator with
194.410r 194.420r to the operator of suarehicle if operating respectto the accident unlegbe insurer notifies the secretary
with the owne's permission at the time of the accident. otherwisewithin 30 days from the mailing to thesurer of that

() To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if at theortion of the report or other notice pertaining to the automobile
time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or leased to ti#ility policy or bond. Upon receipt of notice from the insurer
United States, this state or any county or municipality of this statfatan automobile liability policy or bond was irfedt as to the

or to the operator ofuch vehicle if operating such vehicle witfowneronly, theoperator only or was not infett as to either of
permission. them, the secretary shall within the remainder of gte-day

(k) To the operator or the owner of a vehicle involved in @eriodspeeified in $344.13 (3)yequire the owner or operator or
accident when it appears to thatisfaction of the secretary that?0th, whichever is applicable, to deposit security pursuatitiso
theredoes not exist a reasonable possibility pfdgment in the chapter. As respects permission to operate the vehiclénthaeer

amountclaimed or ira lesser amount being rendered against sulilgy correct the report or other notice only if it files with the secre
operatoras a result of the accident tary within the 30—-day period specified in this subsection &n af

. . . . davit signed by the owner stating that the operator did not have the
_ (L) To the operator or owner involved in an accident ithat 615 permission to operate the vehicle. Where the insurer
time of the accident, the operator was complying witB%1.62 ;i) ;e 1 notify the secretary within 30 dagia correction in that
(1) or 5.344.63 (L)applies. , portion of the report or other notice pertainitigan automobile
(2m) A motor vehicle may not be impounded under €lin)  Jiability policy or bond is caused by fraud, the insurer shall notify

if the vehicle is registered, or is requitedbe registered, in the the secretary of the correction within 30 days of the time the fraud
nameof the lessee of the vehicle. is discovered.

(4) (a) Before the impoundment of a motor vehicle ursigr. (5) Nothingin this chapter shall be construed to impose any
(1m), the department shall conduct a reasonable search for gafigationnot otherwise assumed by the insurer in its automobiie
ownerof the motor vehicle and any holder of a security interegability policy or bond except that if no correction is made in the
mortgageor other interest and notify the person so identifieti®f report or other notice within 30 days after it is mailed to the
action. insurer,the insurgrexcept in case of fraud, whenever such fraud

(b) Any person notifiedunder par(a) before the vehicle is may occuris estopped from using as a defense to its liability the
impoundedshall be given not less than 10 days to furnisfi-sufinsured’sfailure to givepermission to the operator or a violation
cient proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions in(2)b. of the purposes of use specified in the automobile liability policy
applies. or bond or the use of the vehicle beyond agreed geographieal

History: 1971 c. 781971 c. 164.83; 1971 c. 2531975 c. 55199, 297: 1977  its.

c.295.1654 (7) (a)(c); 1977 c. 2731981 c. 20363 1983 a. 2171989 a. 1051991 piigtory: 1975 c. 551977 ¢. 2%.1654 (7) ()1977 c. 60293 418 1979 c. 102
a.269 316 1995 a. 13; 1997 a. 2784; 2009 a. 28242 1081c. 284 1085 4. 392000 a. 28244 2011 &, 14

. . The failure to make a correction within the 30-day period under sub. (5) only
344.15 Requirements as to policy or bond. (1) No estopsan insurer from asserting one of the defenses listed in that subsection. Holm
pO”Cy or bond is dbciive under s344.14unless issued bgn gr?l'rr]l\g3Sotizt.’algﬁgti\é\fasr'eziiiratgr?é:?ir':l's\ijvsg 6455a%372).zindato Substantial com
!nsureraUthorized to do an automObile liability or surety bUSineﬁﬁancewas ir%,applicablg. Midwest Mutua'l(lrgsuraﬁ?e Cd\l'mcﬁlazzi,138 Wis. 2d
in this state, except ggovided in sub(2), or unless the policy or 192 405 N.w2d 732(Ct. App. 1987).
bondis subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injoiry Whu}nthe insured is aISO_thaoe,[atOstubS- (4)Iand (5) do not \%Jerate to estop an
death.to a limit of not less than $25,000 because of barjlyry  SySI @7 8 Bermssion defense. NelsoZeimetz150 Ws. 2d 785442
to or death of on@erson in any one accident and, subject to thaicgyerage of automobile liability i i iBCisi
Sl AL ’ ge of automobile liability insurance is not mandatoryistiisin, and
limit for one person, ta limit of not less than $50,000 because débility policy issued in Oregon with limits of $10,000 per person is not in conflict
bodily injury to or death of 2 or more personsa'my one accident with this statute. SchancheBstate of AlvareZ368 F Supp. 543
and,if the accident has resulted in injury to or destruction of-pro

erty, to a limit of not less than $10,000 because of injury to 354:16 Requirements as to self-insurers. (1) Any per
destructionof property of others in any one accident. sonin whose name more than 25 motahicles are registered

. . ; : ay qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate of self-
(2) A policy or bond with respect to a vehicle which was n ; ; ;
registeredn this state or was registered elsewhere at theafmjﬁsurancessued by the secretary as provided in £2p.

the effective date of the policy or bond or thest recent renewal . _(2) Thesecretary mayupon the application of such a person,
thereofmay be dkctive under s344.14even though not issued 1SSU€a certificate of self-insurance when satisfied that such per
by an insurer authorized to do an automobile liability or sure?n'S possessed and will continue to be possessed of ability to pay
businessn this statef the policy or bond either meets the liabilityddgmentsobtained against such person. _

limits specified in suk(1) or meets the liability limits of the equiv (3) Upon not lesshan5 days’ notice and a hearing pursuant
alentlaw of the state in which issued and such limits are, in th@such notice, the secretary may upon reasonable grounds cancel

judgmentof the secretanadequate to cover any damage or injurg certificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any judgméthin
involvedin the accident in question. 0 days after such judgment has become final constitutes afeason

(3) Whereservice of process is made on the secrefagysee ableground for cancellation of a certificate of self-insurance.

- ; f : History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 273
retaryshall forthwith mail by registered mail a copy of the PrOCESSry¢ yninsured motorist coverage requirements of s. 632.32 are inapplicable

paperdo the insureat the address given. In all cases of such Sekit-insuredentities under s. 344.16. Classified Insurance C&udget Rent-
vice, there shall be served 2 authenticated copies faethretary A-Carinc.186 Ws. 2d 476521 N.W2d 478(Ct. App. 1994).

i ; f o statute requirea self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
andsuch additionahumber of authenticated copies as there aﬁ%\:oristcoverage as part of tlogtional insurance it &drs to its customers. Prophet

defendantSQ served in the actiorOne of the se_cretaglbopies v. Enterprise Rent-A—-Car Comparigic. 2000 WI App 171238 Ws. 2d 150617
shallbe retained for the secretaryecord of service and the otheN.W.2d 225 99-0776

; e ; A car—-rental company issued a certificate of self-insurance under this section and
copyshall be returned with proper certificate of senattached subjectto liability limits under ss. 344.01 (2)l) and 344.51 was not a self-insurer

for filing in court as proof of service of the copies by havin@r purposef an underinsured motorist clause that excluded coverage for a vehicle
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ownedor operated by a “self-insureBethke v Auto—-Owners Insurance Company (b) This subsection applies as a condition precedent te rein
2013WI 16, 345 Ws. 2d 533825 N.W2d 482 10-3153 statement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
revokedunder s344.14

(3) If a person defaults in the payment of any installment
under a duly acknowledged written agreement, the secretary
uponnotice of such default given no event later than 30 days
afterthe time for final installment, shathmediately suspend the
registrationsand operating privilege of the defaulting person. A
suspensioror revocation of registration under this subsection
shallremain in elect until the person pays the fee required under

writing, amend the specification of the persons on whose behl 41.36 (1m) meets the requirement under. fayor (b) and sat

the deposit is made to include an additional person or persofaeSthe requirements of suf8m). A suspension or revocation
%ﬁan operatingprivilege under this subsection shall remain in

subjectto the limitation that a single deposit of security shall b ectuntl the person pays the fees required 848.21 (1) (jand

applicableonly on behalf opersons required to furnish securit)/3 ; . . L
because of the same accident. (n), complies with the applicable provisions @f343.38 and

(2) Thesecretary may redutke amount of securit orderedmeetsany of the following requirements:
in any case if, in thye sleetasy]udgment, from evideynce sub (@) Such person deposits the security required unddrs14
mitted, the amount ordered is excessive or has become excessjvE?) One year has elapsed since tlfiectifze date of the suspen
by filed release on part of the liability or by adjudication reduci@On or revocation order and, durirggich period, no notice has
the extent of the liability In case the security originally orderedd€enfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actias
hadbeen deposited at the time the reduced amount is ordered S@@Mencedy a party in interest. The notice required by this
excess over the reduced amount shall be returned to the depoBéRgraptshall comply with sub(1) (d). _
or the personal representative forthwith, notwithstanding s. (3m) () Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date that a

344.17 Requirements as to form and amount of secu-
rity. (1) The security required under344.14shall be in such
form and in such amount as teecretarymay require but in no
casein excess of the limits specified in3gl4.15 (1)with reference
to the acceptable limits of a policy bond. The person depositing
securityshall specify in writing the person persons on whose
behalfthe deposit is made and, at any time whileh deposit is
in the custody of theecretarythe person depositing it mamn

344.20 requirementunder sub(3) (a)or (b) has been met or unletie
History: 1973c. 189s.20; Sup. Ct. Order67 Ws. 2d 585, 776 (1975)975c. Personis a nonresident, the person whose operating privilege or
218 270,421, 422, 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (¢) 1977 c. 43273 registrationwas suspended or revoked under €8pshall file

) ) . ) with the department and maintain irfeet proof of financial
344.18 Duration of suspension for failure to deposit  responsibilityin the amount, form, and manrepecified in this
security. (1) Any registration suspended or revoked under ghapter.

344.14 shall remain suspended or revoked and shall not be ) This supsection applies as a condition precedent te rein
renewedor reinstated until the person pays the fee required und

f i ivil i i
s.341.36 (:Lm_) meets one_of the requirements under p(abs_to rgfggﬂagefgu%?gatmg privilege or registration suspended or
() and satises e requrements of ) ot SPETAING (31 The secreary shall refuse registation of any vehicl
pendedor revoked and shall not be reinstated until the person p%gekgggngeeesrj&g)"\’hose registration has been suspended or
thefees required under343.21 (1) (jJand(n), complies with the ’

applicableprovisions of s343.38and meets any of the following . (4) Thesecretary shall not suspend, as required by(Sjkif
requirements: the defaulting person has magayments to the extent specified

. - . : in.s.344.15 (1)with reference to the acceptable limits of a policy
(a) The person whose operating privilege or registration w. bond.

suspendecbr revoked deposits the security required under S. ;" sus ct. ordeis7 Ws. 2d 585, 766 (1975)975 c. 55199 1977 c. 29

344.14 s.1654 (7) (c)1977 c. 2731979 c. 32258 1981 c. 201985 a. 20%s.29, 37; 1987
(b) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactory to the: 1991 a. 263315 1997 a. 842007 a. 202009 a. 242245

secretarythat the person whose operating privilege or registrati

wassuspended or revoked has been releasedlfabifity or has . > C

beenfinally adjudicated not to be liable. The secretary may accéfgPosition. (1) Any motor vehicle impounded under4.14

arelease executed by a parent on behalf of a minor child only(hg") May not be returned to the owner unless:
provided under $344.14 (2) (h) (&) An owner or holder of a security interest, mortgage or other

(c) There is filed with the secretary evidence satisfactoityeto interestwhois first notified after the vehicle is impounded-fur
secretanythat the person whose operating privilege or registratiihessatisfactory proof to the secretary that one of the exceptions
was suspended or revoked has execudeduly acknowledged " S: 344-14 (2)appliesand pays the expenses incurred by the
written agreement in accordance witt844.14 (2) (hjand subject departmentn |mpound|ng the vehlcl_e, or .
to sub.(3). (b) Theownerdeposits the security required unde844.13

(d) One year has elapsed since tiiectite date of the suspen (3) and pays the expenses incurbydhe department in impound

sion or revocation order and, durirsgich period, no notice has'M9 the vehlcle.. . L

beenfiled with the secretary by any claimant that an actias (2) (a) Any impounded vehicle which is not returned to the

commencedy aparty in interest. If the action was commence@Wner within 30 days after impoundment shall seld by the

in a court of record, the notice required thjs paragraph shall department.

includea certified copy of the summons and complaint or counter (b) If the owner is making a good faith attempt to redeem the

claim or cross—complaint and proof service filed therein. In all vehicle under sul{1), the department may grant an extension of

casef service under €45.09 an additional notice argkrvice up to 30 additional days before selling the vehicle.

mustbe made under this chapter to avail oneself optbeisions (c) The department, upon requesty permit the person who,

of this chapter accordingto the departmersg’records, holds a security interest in
(Im) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since the date thdh@vehicle to accept and maintain custody of the vehicle after

requirement under sulfl) (a) (b), (c), or (d) hasbeen met or impoundmenbr to sell t.he vehicle in a commerciatlyasonable

unless the person is a nonresident, the person wiperating Mannerat a public or private sale. The proceeds of theusaler

privilege or registration was suspended or revoleder s344.14 t_hls paragraph shall be transmitted to the department for distribu

shall file with thedepartmenand maintain in &ct proof of finan ~ tion under par(e).

cial responsibility in the amount, form, amthnner specified in  (d) If the vehicle is sold, any person who is the holder of & secu

this chapter rity interest which is perfected undeB42.19shall be notified of

%914.185 Duration of impoundment of motor vehicle;
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thesale and any persavho holds a security interest, mortgage athis state hakeen suspended or revoked in such other state under
otherinterest in the vehicle arwtho acquired the security interesta law providing for its suspensioor revocation for failure to

the mortgage or other interasigood faith may file a claim within depositsecurity for paymenf judgments arising out of a motor

30 days after the sale with the department. vehicle accident, under circumstances whigbuld require the

(e) 1. The money from the sale of a vehicle shall be fistd Secretarnyto suspend a nonresidentperating privilege or regis
for payment of all proper expenses of impounding, preparing féatlon had the aCCI(;ient O.C(.:UI'I'Ed in this Stm, sec_retary shall
the sale andselling the vehicle, including expenses for seizuréUspend the operating privilege of such resident if he or she was
maintenancef custody anddvertising. Any remaining money theoperator and all of his or her registrationkéfor she was the

may be paid to a claimant under pét) in the priority provided  ownerof a motor vehicle involved in such accident. Hepart
unders.342.19 mentmay accept a certification which istime form of a combined

2. All other proceedsf the sale remaining after the payment20ticeof required security and suspension artlat shall not sus
undersubd.1. shall be retainelly the secretary of transportationpend a residerg’operating privilege or registration on the basis of
andapplied as security for payment of judgmentsasgignments Suchorder until at least 30 days have elapsed since the time for
asprovided under 344.20 (2) Any amounts notised to pay depositingsecurity in the other state expired. A suspension or

judgmentsor assignments shall be transmitted to the secretaryGYOcationof operating privilege under this section shall continue
administratiorfor deposit in the school fund until such residenturnishes evidence of his or her compliance

. ) with the law of the other state relating to the deposit of securit

(3) Notwithstanding subchvI of ch. 40%and ch425  paycthe fees required under33.21 (1§)J (Hand(n) aeld complies g

(a) A creditor with a security interest in a vehicle which igvith the applicable provisions of343.38 A suspension or revo
orderedsold under this section may accelerate the maturity of thgtion of registration under this section shall continue wtih
securedndebtedness, is not required to give notitdefault and  residentfurnishes evidence of his or her compliance with the law
right to cure, may accept custody of the vehicle and may condd¢the other state relating to the deposit of sequpiys the fee
the sale of the vehicle ggovided under sul§2) (c)without sené  requiredunder s341.36 (1m)and satisfies the requirements of
ing notification of the sale tthedebtor and may receive proceedsgub.(3m).

from the sale as provided under s(@). (e) (3g) The secretary shall refuse registration of any vehicle

(b) The owner of a vehicle whicha@sdered sold under this sec owned by a person whose registration has been suspended or
tion is deemed in default under the instrument securing thgsokedunder sub(3).
indebtednesut has no right to cure the default or redeem the (3m) (a) Unless 3 years have elapsed since compliance of the
vehicleonce thesale has been ordered, may not receive any pfasigentwith the law of the other state relatingtte deposit of
ceedsfrom the sale and remains liable to a secured party for alyeyrity, the resident whose operating privilege or registration
deficiencywhich remains unsatisfied after the distribution ““d%assuspended or revoked undeb.(3) shall file with the depat
sub.(2) (e) mentand maintain in &éct proof of financial responsibility in the

(4) Whena_vehicle is sold by or at the direction of the depardmount,form and manner specified in this chapter
mentunder this sectiorthe sale transfers to the purchaser for (1)) This subsection applies as a condition precedent te rein
valueall of the owne's rights therein, and disclys all security siatement of an operating privilege or registration suspended or
interestsn the vehicle. The purchaser takes free of all such rightgwokedunder sub(3).
a_ndlnterests even though the sale is not cond_ucted in @ COMMEfistory: 1977 c. 2%55.1464 1654 (7) (a)(c); 1991 a. 269316, 1997 a. 842007
cially reasonable manner or the department fails to give the-notifi2o.
cationsrequired under 844.14 (4) (a) _ - )

(a) In the case of the public salettit purchaser has no knewl 344.20 Custody, disposition and return of security
edgeof such defects in the sale and does not buy in collusion wifd Securityshallbe deposited with the secretary in compliance
the department, other bidders or the person conducting the s¥/éh this chapter
or (2) Thesecretary shall apply the security only to the payment

(b) In any other case, if the purchaser acts in good faith. Of judgments and assignments and only as provided in this subsec

History: 1981 c. 3632001 a. 102003 a. 33 tion:

(a) The security may be appli¢d the payment of judgments
344.19 Applicability to nonresidents, unlicensed driv- for damages arising out of the accident in question rendered
ers, unregistered motor vehicles and accidents in other  againsteither operator or owner for thtamages resulting from
states. (1) If the operator or the owner of a motor vehiclsuchaccident in an action at lawAny party to such action fiavor
involvedin an accident within this state has no license or registsf whom a judgment was rendered may move to have the court
tion, whether because the operatoroamer is a nonresident or orderthe secretary to transmit to the court for application to the
becausethe operator or owner is r@sident who has failed or paymentof the judgment the money or securities available for
neglectedo obtain a license or registration in this state, the epesich purpose, and the court may so ordEne secretary shall
tor or owner shall not be allowedieense or registration until the transmitto the clerk of the court the money or securitiethim
operatoror ownerhas complied with the requirements of thimmount authorized by pdc) or in the amount specified in the
chapterto the same extent as woudd necessary if, at the time ofcourtorder if less than the amount so authorized. Securities trans
the accident, the operator or owner had held a license and regigtnated shall be valued at the same amount as wawived by the
tion in this state. departmentAny excess shall be returned by the court to the-secre

(2) If the operating privilege or registration of a nonresidei@ry to be heldoy the secretary subject to the provisions of this
is suspended under344.14 the secretary shall transmit a certi chapter.
fied copy of the record of such action to the administratdhef (b) Subject to the restrictions imposed by. f@r the security
division of motor vehicles or equivalentfaial of the stateén may be applied to the payment of a duly acknowledged assign
which that persomesides if the law of the state in which that-pement by the person who mattee deposit, provided the assign
son resides provides for similaaction by the administrator or mentis accompanied by releases signed by all parties in interest
equivalentofficial of that state in the event that a resident of thisnd releasing the assignor from all liability to such partes
statehas a nonresidestbperating privilege or registration in thataccountof damages arising out of the accident in question.
statesuspended or revoked for failure to comply withshéety  (c) No amount in excess the portion designated by the secre
responsibilitylaw of that state. tary as having been deposited on account of damagiesesiiby

(3) Uponreceipt of such certificatiomom another state to the the assignee or judgment creditor or person representing efther
effectthat the operating privilege or registration of a resident tdfem shall be paid out on behalf of such person unless the -deposi
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tor has been released from liability by all other parties in intereathom such judgment was rendered, subjertthe following
In the latter event, the deposit may be applied to the paymeneg€eptions:
the judgmentor assignment in question without regard to the des (1) If the judgment arose out of an accident caused by the own
ignations. ershipor operation, withpermission, of a vehicle owned by or
(3) (a) The deposit of security or any balance thereof shall leasedo the United States, this state or any county or municipality
returnedto the depositor or the persomapresentative under theof this state or a vehicle subject to the requirementsi#is53
conditionsprovided in par(b) or (c). 194.410r 194.42 the secretary shall not suspend sophrating
(b) The deposit or any balance thereof shall be returned whsivilege or registration.
evidencesatisfactory to the secretary has been filed that otheof  (2) If the judgment creditor consents in writing in such form
contingencies specified in344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)has asthe secretary may prescribe that the judgment debtor be allowed
occurred. to retain orreinstate the operating privilege and registrations, the
(c) If the provisions of $344.18 (1) (b)(c) or(d) or(3) (b)are samemaybe allowed by the secretary for 6 months from the date
not applicablethe deposit or any balance thereof shall be returneisuchconsent and thereafter until such consent is revoked in
when one year has elapsed from the date the deposit was madevaitidg, notwithstanding default in the paymaftsuch judgment
during that period no notice has been filed with the secretary byof any installments thereof as prescribed.844.27 provided
any claimant that an action was commenbgda party in interest. thejudgment debtor furnishes proof of financial responsibility for
If the actionwas commenced in a court of record, the notiate future and maintains such proof at all times when such license
requiredby this paragraplshall include a certified copy of theand registrations are infe€t during a period of 3 years following
summonsand complaint or counterclaim or cross complaint arttie date on which the agreement is filed with the secretary
prOOf Of SeI’VIC_F}_ flled th(_i‘rem. In a” cases Of service Under.s. (3) Thesecretary sha” not suspend SUCh Operating priv"ege or
345.09 an additional noticand service must be made under thiggistrationsif the judgment debtor obtains a court order for
chapterto avail oneself of the provisions of this chapter installmentpayments and furnishes pragfffinancial responsibil
(4) Securitydeposited undethis section shall be paid into theity as provided in 344.27

transportatiorfund andinvested in accordance with25.17 (1) (5) Whenthe secretaryeceives certification of the entry of a

(V)H: 1073 0. 191975 c. 270421 1977 ¢. 25514641 1654 (7 1977 damaggudgment in accordance with344.05against a resident
o a3 e Tan: = e 1977 ¢ 25914641654 (7) @A77 of this statawhich has been entered by an Indian tribal court in this

stateor by a court in another jurisdiction, the secretary shall give
344.21 Matters not to be evidence in civil suits.  Neither noticeto the person of the receipt of thertification of judgment.
the report required following an accident, the action taken by tifesatisfaction of such judgment is not made and copy of such satis
departmentpursuant to this Chaptahe findingS, if anyupon factlonflled Wlth the Secretary within 30 days from the.date SUCh
which such action is based nitve security filed as provided in thishotice was given, theecretarshall suspend the operating privi
chaptershall be referred to in arway or be any evidence of thelegeand registrations of such judgment debtor
negligence or due care of either party at the trial of any action at(6) Notwithstandingsub.(5), subs(2) and(3) applyto a dam
law to recover damages, but this shall not be construed to excladejudgmentin accordance with 844.05against a resident of
anotice of insurance filed pursuant t844.14or 344.15 (4)or this state which has been entered bytratian tribal court in this
both,from beingadmissible in evidence where it would otherwisgtate.

be material and admissible under the rules of evidence. (7) At the time of the motor vehickcident giving rise to the
History: 1977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (€)1985 a. 29 judgment, the person was complying with 344.62 (1) or s.

. . 344.63(1) applies.
344.22 Short title. Section844.12to 344.22and the general History: 1977 c. 29%.1654 (7) () 1977 c. 2731981 c. 201989 a. 1051991

provisionsapplicable thereto may be cited as the safstponsi 4. 39 1997 a. 841999 a. 802009 a. 28

bility law.
344.26 Suspension after judgment for money dam -
ages. (1) (a) Subject tahe exceptions stated in 844.25 (2)
SUBCHAPTER Il and344.27(2), any operating privilege or registration suspended
or revoked under 844.25shall remain suspended or revoked for
PROOFE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 5 years from the date of entry of judgment or until jtidgment
FOR THE FUTURE is stayed, satisfiedyr dischaged, whichever is earlieand, unless

3 years have elapsed since the date on which the judgmasnt
L ) ) stayed satisfied, or dischged or 8 years have elapsed since the
344.24 Applicability of sections relating to proof of dateof entry of judgment, whichever is earlier unless the per
financial responsibility for the future.  Sections344.29t0  gonjs a nonresident, until the person whose operating privilege
344.41are applicable iall cases in which a person is required tgnq registration was suspended or revoked furnishes and main
depositproof of financial responsibility for the future, includingainsin efiect proof of financial responsibility for the future.
thosecases in whicl person is required to deposit proof of finan (b) If suspension of any operating privilege or registration

cial responsibility for the future under $814.25t0344.27 those unders. 344.25was terminated before 5 years from the date of

casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for . .
thefuture is a condition precedent to reinstatement of an opera@ﬁi{égfzjuggrqggjt ;ﬁg?ﬁ:?ugnrﬁgﬁfggﬁg)g"ggﬁﬁ'%rﬁ?gre
privilege or registration suspendext revoked under 844.14 -217(2) app Jugd P 9gp g

344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and those cases in which the deposit (gr registration is subsequently suspended und@44.25 (2)or
proof of financial responsibility for the future is a condition prece 44.21(3), the operating privilege or registration shall remain sus

dentto issuance of an operateidicense under 843.38 (4)or pendedor all of the following periods:

reinstatemenof an operating privilege revoked under 843 1. Five years from the date of suspension unde44.25 (2)
History: 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84 or 344.27 (3)or until the judgment is stayed, satisfied, or dis
charged,whichever is earlier A suspensiorperiod that com
344.25 Suspension for nonpayment of judgment; mencen the date of suspension unded4st.25 (2)or344.27 (3)

exceptions. Upon the receipt, under 344.05 of a certified underthis subdivision shall be reduced by the amount of time that
copy of a judgment for damages of $500 or more arising oat ofhe judgment debtds operating privilege or registration wsiss
motor vehicle accident, the secretary shall immediately suspepehdedunders. 344.25before one of the exceptions under s.
the operating privilege and all registrations of the pemgainst 344.25(2) or 344.27 (2)was satisfied.
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2. Three years from the date on which the period under sulsdhicleliability policy for thebenefit of the person required to-fur
1. expires. The suspension untlgs subdivision does not apply nish proof of financial responsibility or by transmitting such eerti
to a person who is a nonresidemtwho furnishes and maintainsfication to the secretary by another means approved byettre
in effect proof of financial responsibility for the future. tary. Such certification shall give thefeftive date of such motor
(3) Judgmentsn excess of the amounts specified iB44.01  vehicleliability policy, which date shall be the same as tffiecef
(2) (d) shall, for the purpose of this section orig deemed satis tive date of the certification and shall certify coverage for any
fied when payments in the amounts so specified have been cradtor vehicle operated by the named insuifettie certification
ited thereon. Payments made in settlement of any claims becadagequired to be furnished by a vehicle operator or coverage for
of bodily injury, death or property damage arising from a mot@ny motor vehicle owned by theamed insured if the certification
vehicle accident shall be creditéd reduction of the respective is required to be furnished by a vehicle owner
amountsso specified. History: 1973 c. 901977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1979 c. 10%.236 (3) 1987 a. 27

History: 1975 c. 2971997 a. 841999 a. 80186, 2009 a. 2452011 a. 12. 1999a. 80
No policy issued pursuant tive ch. 344 financial responsibility statutes may

: . _ excludecoverage for persons related by blood or marriage to the operator as man
344.27 Installment payment of judgments; suspen datedby s. 632.32 (6) (b) 1Bindrim v Colonial Ins. Co190 Ws. 2d 525527

sion upon default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice ton.w.2d321(1995).
the judgment creditor may apply to the court in which gudb Tmlstsectl?p ?Oes n%t mandate Insuran%e on the F?,erionl t(an_OWBgmy% and

H H H ir ONal € venicles such person may own (an ovengolicy). IS Incumbent upon
.mentwas rendered for th.e anII.eQﬂ paylng Suc.h JUdgme.nt !n the person seeking insurance to inform the insurance company of whether he or she
installmentsand thecourt, in its discretion and without prejudicewantsan operatds policy an owne's policy or both. It is not the insurerduty
to any other legal remedies which the judgment creditormasig, abseninstruction from the insured, to issue both types of policies. McKillgau

may so order and fix the amounts and times of payment of tfj&":2005 Wi App 165285 Ws. 2d 646702 N.W2d 79 04-2489

installments. . I . )
. o 344.33 “Motor vehicle liabilit olicy” defined.
(2) Thesecretanshall not suspend the operating privilege ofyy "ccrripcarion.  In this chapte?l“mgtor yvehicle liability
registrationand shall restore any operatingvilege or registra ﬁglicy” means anotor vehicle policy of liability insurance, certi

tion suspended following nonpayment of a judgment when t d . . 3 ) A

. ; o as provided in 844.31as proof of financial responsibility for
Judgmentdebtor obtains such order permitting the paymetftaf futu?e and issued by an ir?sur;mthorized to do zgn auton%bile
judgmentin installments and, unless 3 years have elapsed S|N&% '

the date on which the order permitting the paymafrthe judg lial |I|té_ b;Jhsmesls_m thlstﬁtat_e to Ocri for the benefit of the person
mentin installments is fileavith the secretary or unless thejudgnarne In the policy as the insured. . .
mentdebtor is a nonresident, furnishes and maintains proof of (2) MOTORVEHICLE LIABILITY PoLICY. A motor vehicle policy
financial responsibility for the future. of liability insurance shall insure the person named thersiimg

(3) If the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment as spe&fy motor vehicle with the express or implied permission of the
fied by such orderthe secretarypon notice osuch default, shall OWner, or shall insure any motor vehicle owned by the named
immediatelysuspend theperating privilege and registrations ofnsuredand any person using such motor vehicle with the express
the judgment debtor until such judgment is satisfiedintil the ~OF implied permission of the named insured, against loss from the
applicabletime limit is reached as provided in34.26 liability imposedby law for damages arising out of the mainte

History: 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c)1997 a. 841999 a. 80186, 2009a. 2452011 Nanceor use of the motor vehicle within the United States of
a. 112 Americaor the Dominion of Canadaubject to the following lim
344.29 Proof of financial responsibility for the future its with respect to each such motor vehicle:
required. Proof of financial responsibility for the future shall be éa) t‘{]wefnty five thousand dollars be_gautse of bodily injury to
furnishedby any person required to give such proof under ss. cafh ol one person in any one accident.
344.25t0 344.27 those cases in which the deposit of proof of (0) Subject to the limit under pgr) for one person, $50,000
financial responsibility for the future is a condition precedent Pecausef bodily injury to or death of 2 or more persons in any
reinstatemenof an operating privilege or registration suspende@neaccident.
or revoked under 844.14 344.18(3) or 344.19 (3)and in those (c) Ten thousand dollars because of injury to or destruction of
casesn which the deposit of proof dihancial responsibility for propertyof others in any one accident.

the future is a condition precedent to issuance obperatols  (3) REQUIRED STATEMENTS IN PoLICY. Such motor vehicle

licenseunder s343.38 (4)or reinstatement of an operating privi |iability policy shall state the namand address of the named

legerevoked under ct843 insured the coveragefforded by the policythe premium chaed
History: 1973 c. 901989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a. 84 therefor,the policy period and the limits of liabilitgnd shalton

tain an agreement dre endorsed that insurance is provided there
underin accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter with
Jespecto bodily injury and death or property damage, or both, and
IS subject to all the provisions of this chapter

(1) Certification of insurance as provided iB44.31 or (4) CERTAIN TYPES OF COVERAGE EXCLUDED. _Such motor
(2) A bond as provided in 844.36 or vehlcle‘llablllty policy shall notinsure any liability under any
o . . . ,_worker’scompensation law as provided in @82 nor any liab#
_ (3) A certificate ofdeposit of money or securities as providegy on account of bodily injury to or death of any employee of the
in s.344.37 or ) S insuredwhile engaged in the employment, other than domeitic,
(4) A certificateof self-insurance as provided in314.16  the insured, or while engaged in the operation, maintenance or
supplementecby an agreement by theelf-insurer that, with repairof any such motor vehicle or any liability for damage to

respecto accidents occurring while the certificaténidorce, the  propertyowned by rented to, in chae of ortransported by the
self-insuremwill pay the same amounts that an insurer would haygsred.

beenobligated to pay under a moteehicle liability policy if it
hadissued such a policy to such self-insurer
History: 1973 c. 991981 c. 3901987 a. 271991 a. 3162009 a. 245

344.30 Methods of giving proof of financial responsi
bility. Whenever a person is required unde3did or this chapter
to give proof of financial responsibility for the future, such pro
may be given by filing:

(5) PROVISIONSINCORPORATEDIN POLICY BY LAW. Every motor
vehicleliability policy shall be subject to the following provisions
which need not be contained therein:

344.31 Certification of insurance as proof. Proof of (@) The policy may not be canceled or annulled as to such
financial responsibility for the future may be furnishedfiiypg  liability by anyagreement between the insurer and the insured
with the secretary the written certification afiy insurer duly after the occurrence of any injurgr damage covered by such
authorizedo do business in this state that there isfeceh motor motor vehicle liability policy

Wisconsin Statutes Archive.


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.26(1)(b)1.
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.01(2)(d)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.01(2)(d)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1975/297
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/84
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/80
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/186
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/245
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/112
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.26
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/84
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/80
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/186
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/245
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/112
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2011/112
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.25
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.27
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.14
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.18(3)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.19(3)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/343.38(4)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20343
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/90
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1989/72
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/269
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1997/84
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20343
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.31
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.36
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.37
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.16
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/90
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1981/390
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/27
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1991/316
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/2009/245
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1973/90
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1977/29,%20s.%201654
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/102
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1979/102,%20s.%20236
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1987/27
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/acts/1999/80
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/190%20Wis.%202d%20525
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/527%20N.W.2d%20321
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/527%20N.W.2d%20321
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/2005%20WI%20App%20165
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/285%20Wis.%202d%20646
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/courts/702%20N.W.2d%2079
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/wicourtofappeals/04-2489
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.31
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/344.33(2)(a)
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/2013/ch.%20102

9 Updated 13-14Wis. Stats. Database VEHICLES — FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 344.36

(b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgmentsioch daysafter a notice of cancellation or termination of the insurance
injury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the rightsarcertified has been filed in thefick of the secretaryNo insur
duty of the insureto make payment on account of such injury atinceso certified may be canceled or terminated by the insurer
damage. prior to the expiration of 90 days from tafective date of the cer

(c) The insurer shall have the right to settle any claim covertfication on the grounds of failure to pay a premium when due.
by the policy and if such settlement is made in good faith, th&ucha certified policy or bond subsequently procwskdll, on the
amountthereof shall be deductible from thieits of liability effective date of its certification, terminate the insuramee
specifiedin sub.(2). viously certified. Any certificatioror recertification filed by the

(d) The policy the written application therefdf any, and any sameinsurer following cancellation shall be accompanied by a fee
rider or endorsement which does not conflict with phevisions of $3 payable by the insurer
of this chapteconstitutes the entire contract between the partiesHistory: 1973 c. 991977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (¢)1979 c. 10%.236 (3) 1987 a. 27

. . 1991a. 2691993 a. 2132009 a. 245
(6) EXCESS OR ADDITIONAL ' COVERAGE. Any pollcy which Thefailure of an insurer to comply with the notice requirement under this section

grantsthe coverage required for a momhmle I|ab||"_:y I00|lf_3y precludesthe insurer from asserting that a previously certified policy had lapsed.

may also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in addition tengv. Kurtz, 100 Ws. 2d 40301 N.w2d 262(Ct. App. 1980).

the coverage specified for a motor vehicle liability policy and suchThe 10-day notice of cancellation requirement only applied to liability coverage

excessor additional coverage is not subject to the provisions gfa policy acquired to satisfy proof of financial responsibiliyninsured motorist

this chanter With respect to a policy which arants such excess coverage cancellation tookfeft immediately Nutter v Milwaukee Insurance Co.
chap p policy g S SUC €SS 987 Wis. 2d 449481 N.w2d 701(Ct. App. 1992).

additional coverage the term “motor vehicle liability policy” The10-day notice requirement in trssction resuits in a period of time in which

appliesonly to that part of the coveragéich is required by this theinsurer owegoverage to the public despite the fact that its policy with its insured
section wasnot contractually in force. Howeves. 344.33 (7pllows an insurer to recover

from its insured any claims it paid that it would not have been obligated to pay but
(7) REIMBURSEMENT PROVISION PERMITTED. Any motor for the Financial Responsibility lawhen the insuresipolicy lapsed 3 days before

vehicle liabili licy m rovi hat the insur hedim  anaccident, but the insurer did not send a notice of cancellation to the state under this
ehicle liability policy may provide that the insured sheel ctionuntil after theaccident, the insurer had a responsibility to cover 3rd—party

bur_sethe insurefor any payment the insurer ‘_’Vou'd not have beqsfkseand was entitled to seek reimbursement fronirteered under s. 344.33 (7).
obligated to make under the terms of the policy except for the pr@uity v. Albert, 2012 Wi App 87343 Wis. 2d 594819 N.W2d 340 12-0382
visionsof this section.

(8) PRORATION OF INSURANCE PERMITTED. Any motor vehicle 344.35 This chapter not to affect other policies.
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insuranceg(1) This chapter does naipply to or gect policies of automobile
thereundewmwith other valid and collectible insurance. insuranceagainst liability which may now or hereafter be required

(9) MuLTiPLE POLICIES. The requirements for a motor vehiclgdy any othedaw of this state. If such policies contain an agree
liability policy may be fulfilledby the policies of one or more mentor are endorsed to conform to the requirements otltap

insurerswhich policies together meet such requirements. ter, they may be certified as proof of financial responsibility under
(10) BiNDERS. Any binder issued pending thigsuance of a this chapter

motor vehicle liability policy shall be deemedfidfill the require (2) This chapter does not apply or afect policies insuring

mentsfor such a policy solely the insured named in the policy against liabitiggulting

(3)Hi(3t)orly§8%9732 gﬁggga 121732 ocd 914752584;415?% JC1'2931 111979 €. 103543236 from the maintenance or use by persons in the insieaabloy

, (4); C. 287 a. a. ; a. h : .

Although the record ownés son loaned the car to another against the 1’ather.0r on the insured’ behalf of motor vehicles nawned by the

expresswishes, the record owrierpermission under sub. (@ps presumed as a mat insured.

ter of law when the sor’custody and control was such that son was the resal History: 1991 a. 316

owner. Permissive use is to be viewed the samder sub. (2) or under the omnibus

coverageof s. 204.30 (3), 1975 stats. [now s. 632.32 (3)]. Grodsecks72 Ws. . . -

2d 5839241 N.w2d 72(7()1976). [ & 344.36 Bond as proof. (1) Proof of financial responsibility
Financial responsibility statutes mandate insurance on the person, not on fhay be evidenced by the bond of a surety company duly autho

e e Roveat T(%gé“)’_rcard'”a' v Leader National Insurance G86 rized to transact business within thitate or a bond with at least
The requirementsf this section do not apply to all automobile insurance policie2 individual sureties each owning real estate within this state and

issuedin this state, only those that provide proof of financial responsibility underﬁ)gethema\/ing equities equa| in value to at least twice the amount

344.310r 344.32. Beerbohm $tate Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 2600 X R
WI App 105 235 Ws. 2d 182612 N.W2d 338 99-1784 of the bond, which reagstate shall be scheduled in the bond

An'insurets excess coverage was illusory in the context of its nonowned vehigpprovedby a judge of a court @écord. Such bond shall be eon

provision. This section requires policy limits of at least $25,000. The irisypelicy i e .

limited coverage to $25,000, but excess orBecause the policylimit was equal ditionedfor the paym_ent df_'e amounts specified in314.01 (2)

to the statutory minimumand stacking is prevented, the policy would never provid¢d). The bond shall bled with the secretary and shall not be-can

SooaWI Ann 153 236""6“\5/3;’“%ﬂgOFG%fg“NMV‘\’Ig’c?‘guztgg“z"_bé'gezg‘surance Company celableexcept after 10 days’ written notice to the secretary

d ﬁub.(Z) applies only to liability policies, not ur\m/i\?sur%d motorist covergge.—Cran (2) The bond constitutes a lien in favor of the state upon any
all v. Society Insurance2004 WI App 34269 Ws. 2d 765676 N.w2d 174 7 H H H H

03-1453 surety'sreal estate which is scheduledhe bond and which is not
The 10-day notice requirement in s. 344.34 results in a period of time in thlsich €xemptby law from execution. Such lien idesdtive as of the time

insurerowes coverage to the public despite the fact thpbltsy with its insured was  ywhenthe secretary records the bond in tHeefof the register of

not contractually in force.However sub. (7) allows an insurer to recover from its . . .
insuredany claims it paid that it would not have been obligated to pay but for ti€€dsof the county wherein such real estate is located, as provided

FinancialResponsibility law When the insuresipolicy lapsed 3 days before an acci in 5.706.05 (1) Such lien exists in favor of any holder of a final

dent,but the insurer did not send a noticecafcellation to the state under s. 344.3 : .

until after the accident, the insurer had a responsibility to cover 3rd—party losses gmemagamSt the pers?” Wh_O filed such bond'da,mages

wasentitled to seek reimbursement from the insured under sub. (7). Acéievt,  resultingfrom the ownership, maintenance, useperation of a

2012W1 App 87 343 Ws. 2d 594819 N.W2d 34012-0382 __motor vehicle after such bond was recorded, includiagrages
Themeaningof sub. (9) is plain: the minimum coverage requirements of the fInaP . L

cial responsibility law can beatisfied only by one or more certified policies. In thistOr care and for loss of services because of bodily injury to or death

casethere was only one certified policfhat policy was required falfill the finan-  of any person and damages because of injury to or destruction of

cial responsibility laws requirements. Among other requirements, the policy mu

“insure the person namettherein using any motor vehicle,” which meant that theﬁmpertyand the consequent loss of use thereof.

policy’s exclusion for injury or damages “resultifgm the ... use of a motorized If the | ment render inst the principal on th n
vehiclewith less than four wheels” could not appMechimovich vAcuity, 2014 (3) e JUdg € endered agamnst the principai o e bond

WI App 14 352 Ws. 2d 513842 N.W2d 493 13-1011 is not satisfied within 60 days after it has become final, the-judg
mentcreditor mayfor hisor her own use and benefit and at the
344.34 Notice of cancellation or termination of certi - judgmentcreditors sole expense, bring an action in the name of

fied policy . When an insurer has certified a motor vehicle kabithe state against the compawy persons executing the bond,
ity policy under s344.310or a bond under 844.36 theinsurance including an action or proceeding to foreclose any lien thay
so certified shall not be canceled or terminated wattileast 10 existuponthe real estate of a person who has executed such bond.
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In the foreclosure of such lien, @46 on the foreclosure of real of financial responsibility is again furnished or the pedaodng
estate mortgages shall apply as far as possible. which proof was required to be furnished has expired.
History: 1973c. 189s.20; Sup. Ct. Order67 Ws. 2d 585, 776 (1975):975 c. i i
218 197% o 2051654 (7) (© p ¢ (975); ~ (2) (a) Except as provided in pgb), whenever any proof of
Thedirect action statute, s. 632.2#es not apply to actions in which the principalflnanCIaI responS|b|I!ty filed l.mdethls chapter no longer fu_IfIIIS
ona bond under this section causes injuByb. (3) requires obtaining a judgmentthe purposes for which required, the secretary shall require other
againstthe principal before an action may be brouagainst the suretyansguard  proof meeting the requirements of this chapied shall suspend

X’ggzggresswe Northern Insurance @68 Ws. 2d 584525 N.W2d 146(Ct. App. (F)J; Org;/oke the operating privilege pendihg filing of such other
344.37 Money or securities as proof. (1) Proof of finan (b) Whenever any proof of financial responsibility filed under

cial responsibility for the future may be evidenced by a deposit344.18 (1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3mo longer fulfills the pur
with the secretary by the person of $60,000 in cash, or in securipesesfor which required, the secretary shall require other proof
suchas may legally be purchased by savings banks or for trigetingtherequirements of this chapter and shall suspend all of
fundsof a market value of $60,000he secretary shall not accepthe persors registrations pending the filing of such other proof.
any such deposit unless accompanied by evidence that there afistory: 1973c. 90 1977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 721991 a. 2691997 a.

no unsatisfied judgments of any character against the depiositor

the county Where the deposupr re5|.des. 344.41 Duration of proof; when proof may be  canceled

(2) Depositsmadeunder this section shall be held by the-seg; returned. (1) Subject to the exceptions set forth in s@@b,
retaryto satisfy in accordance with this chapteny execution on ne secretary shall, upon requestnsent to the immediate can
ajudgment issued against the person making the deposit, fer da@ljation of any bond or certification of insuranaeturn to the
agesresulting from the ownership, maintenance, use or operatig&sonentitled thereto angnoney or securities deposited pursuant
of a motor vehicle after such deposit was made, including dafp this chapter as proof of financial responsibility and shall waive
agesfor care andor loss of services because of bodily injury tgyny requirement of the filing of proof of financieésponsibility
or death of any person and damages because of injury toy@feneverexcept as provided in suflm), any of the following
destructionof property and the consequent loss of teof. ayentshas occurred:
Money or securities so deposited are not subject to attachment of,y e period during which proof of financial responsibility
executionunless such attachment or execution arises out of a %”Fequired has expired:; or
for damages as set forth in this section. '

History: 1971 c. 164.82 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1989 a. 32 (b) The person on whose behalf such proof was filed has died
or has become permanently incapacitated to operate a motor
344.38 Owner and leasing company may give proof for vehicle; or _
others. Whenever any person required to give prodfrancial (c) The persowho has given proof surrenders the person’

responsibilityfor the future under this chapter is or later becomdisenseto the secretary

anoperator in the employ of any owner is or later becomes a  (1m) Subjectto the exceptions set forth in s(®), the secre
member of the immediate family or household of the owther tary shall, upon request, consent to the immediate cancellation of
secretaryshall accept proof given by such owner in lieu of proainy bond or certificatiorf insurance, return to the person entitled
by such other person. If the vehicle is leased to the empthger theretoany money or securities deposited pursuant tectidgter

the leasing company may file proof of financial responsibility as proof of financial responsibility and shalaive any require
behalfof the person required to furnish such proof. When progfent of the filing of proof of financial responsibility under s.
hasbeen given as provided in this section, leeson on whose 344.18(1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3m)whenever any of the follow
behalfsuch proof was furnished may be granted a licensenbut ing events has occurred:

to operate those vehicles for which pramsés so given. The (3) The period during which proof of financial responsibility
department shall note such restriction on the pessiicense, s required has expired.

including a designation of each vehidter which proof was given. (b) The .
A person who has given proof surrenders all of the per
History: 1977 ¢. 28,1654 (7) (B () son’sregistrations to the secretary

344.39 Substitution of proof. The secretary shall consent (2) The secretary shall not consent to the cancellation of any
to the cancellation of any bond or certification of insurance g@endor the return of any money or securities if any action for-dam
returnany money or securities to the person entitled thereto uR#fsupon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or any
the substitution and acceptanceather adequate proof of finan judgmentupon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or if the- per

cial responsibility pursuant to this chapter sqn\_/vho filed the_ bond or deposite_d the money or securities has,
History: 1975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1987 a. 27 within one year immediatelgreceding the request for cancella
tion of the bond or return of the money or securities, been involved
344.40 Revocation or suspension for failure to main - asan operator or owner in any motor vehicle accident resuitting

tain proof; other proof may be required. (1) (a) Except injury or damage to the person or propertptbiers. An afidavit

as provided in par(b), whenever any person whose operatingf the applicant as to the nonexistence of $acts, or that the per

privilege was suspended or revoked who has furnished proofssinhas been released from all liability has been finallgdjudi

financial responsibility fails to maintain such proof at aige ~ catednot to be liable for such injury or damages idisigint evi

during the period when proof of financial responsibility islencethereof inthe absence of evidence to the contrary in the

required,the secretary shall suspend or revoke such perepat  recordsof the secretary

ating privilegefor a period of time running from the date of sus (3) (a) Whenever any person whose proof has been canceled

pension or revocation until such time as either satisfagimyf  or returned under sulil) (c)desires reinstatement of thmrsons

of financial responsibility is again furnished or the pedoding operatingprivilege priorto the expiration of the period during

which proof was required to be furnished has expired. which proof of financialresponsibility is required, that person
(b) Whenever any person who has furnished proof of financghall again furnish proobf financial responsibility Thereupon

responsibilityfails to maintain such proof at any time during théhat persons operating privilege is reinstated as provided in s.

periodwhen proof of financial responsibility is required under $43.38

344.18(1m)or (3m) or 344.19 (3m)the secretary shall suspend (b) Whenever any person whose proof hesn canceled or

all of the persors registrations for period of time running from returnedunder sub(1m) (b) desiresreinstatement of his or her

the date of suspension until such time as either satisfgutooy registrationsprior to the expiratiorof the period during which
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proof of financial responsibility is required, he or she shall again (2) Any person violating this section may be fined not more
furnish proof of financial responsibilityThereupon his or her reg than$10,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9 months or both.
istrationsmay be renewed or reinstated upon payment of the feglistory: 1985 a. 291997 a. 2832001 a. 109
required under £341.36 (1m)

History: 1973 c¢. 901975 c. 2701977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1977 c. 2731987

a.27. 1991 a. 269316, 1997 a. 84 SUBCHAPTERV
344.42 Submission of certifications and recertifica - FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR RENTED AND
tions by insurers. If the sum of certifications and recertifica HUMAN SERVICES VEHICLES

tionsunder ss344.31and344.34that are submitted by an insurer

to the department in any year exceeds 1,000, the insurer shall§a¥ 51 Financial responsibility for domestic rented or
to the department ransaction fee of $1.50 per certification ofgased vehicles. (1g) In this section:

recertificationthatis not transmitted electronically to the depart (a) “Lessor” means a person who, for compensation, leases

ment. The department shall promulgate rules establishing proggiqvenicle to a lessee to bgerated by or with the consent of
duresfor the collection of transaction fees under this section.

History: 1997 a, 272009 a. 245 the lessee or who acquires a contract for the leasing of a motor

Cross-reference: See also chlrans 197Wis. adm. code. vehiclefrom anOther person. .
(b) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle.

(c) “Rental company” means a person who, for compensation,

SUBCHAPTERIV rentsa motor vehicle to eenter to be operated by or with the con
sentof the renter owho acquires a contract for the renting of a
PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF CHAPTER motor vehicle from another person.

(Im) No lessor or rental company may for compensation rent
or lease any motor vehicle unless there is filéti the department
on a form prescribed by the department a certificate for a good and
sufficientbond or policy of insurance issued by an insurer autho
rizedto do an automobile liability insurance or surety business in

e I : : : B is state. Thecertificate shall provide that the insurer which
tor’s license and the registration plates of\tahkicle or vehicles . . : .
for which registration was suspended. If the person fails imme'[fSuedt will be liable for damages caused by the negligent epera

: : - bn of the motor vehicle in the amounts set forth iB4st.01 2)
ately to return the operatty license or registration plates to th - : e ;
departmentthe department magirect a tréfic officer to take pos e(d). No lessor or rental company complying with this subsection,

: andno lessor or rental company entering intacguiring an inter
sessiorthereof and retur.n thein to the (iepartment. estin any contract for the rental or leasing ahator vehicle for
_ (2) Any person who intentionally fails or refuses to return ghich any other lessor or rental company has complied with this
licenseand registration plate or platas required by this section sypsectionis liable for damages caused by the negligent epera

344.45 Surrender of license and registration upon
suspension. (1) Whenever a persasoperating privilege or
registrationis suspended under this chaptee department may
orderthe persoro surrender to the department his or her oper,

may be required to forfeit not more than $100. tion of the motor vehicle by another person.

a. %,Stlogrgé ;?;.%_109377 211%747 ¢ 28514651654 (7) (2)(c); 1977 c. 43203 1985 (2) Any lessoror rental company failing to comply with this
sectionis directly liable for damages caused by the negligence of

344.46 Transfer of vehicle ownership to defeat pur - the person operating such rented or leased vehicle, but such liabil

pose of chapter . (1) No owner of a motor vehicle involved in ity may not exceed the limits set forth in3d4.01 (2) (dwith
anaccident in this state which is reportable undéd§.70shall  "eSpecto the acceptable limits of liability when furnishing proof
transferthe ownership or registration of any vehicle whose regigf financial responsibility _ _ _
tration is subject to suspensiam revocation under this chapter (3) Any person violating this sectionay be required to forfeit
until all of the applicable provisions of this chapter has been coRpt more than $200.

plied with or until the secretary is satisfigwht such transfer is pro _ History: 1971 ¢. 2781977 c. 2%5.1654 (7) (2)1979 ¢. 1021995 a. 3291997
posedin good faith and not for the purpose or with theafof A lessor is not liable to the lesse#isurer for monies that the insurer paid to a vic

defeatingthe purposes of this chapter tim of the lesses’negligence. American Family Mutual Insurance CReciprocal
. . . : . .. Ins. Service Exchange Mgt. Cb11 Wis. 2d 308330 N.W.2d 223(Ct. App. 1983).
(2) Any person violating this sectianay be required to forfeit Whena lesses’insurance was indidient to cover all damages, the less@rrors
not more than $200. and omissions policy was required to cover remaining damages. Germanotta v
i i i ; Nationallndemnity Co119 Wis. 2d 293349 N.W2d 733(Ct. App. 1984).
(3) T_hIS section does ncﬂpply to or dect the regIStratlon. Qf Sections344.30 and 344.16 permit car rental agenciesatisfy their obligation
any vehicle sold by gerson who, under the terms or conditions proving financial responsibility by filing a certificate sif-insurance and receiv

of any written instrument giving a right of repossession, has exiag a certificate frorDOT confirming their ability to payA self-insured agency is

; f ; notthe equivalent of an uninsured driver as it is not otherwise liable for its Essee’
cisedsuch right and has repossessed such vefn@ie a person negligence.lts liability is limited to the amount an insurer would be required tp pay

whose registration has been suspendedrexroked under this asfixed unders. 344.01 (2) (d). BoatrighBpiewak214Wis. 2d 507570 N.w2d
chapter. 897 (Ct. App. 1997)97-0036

. . No statute requirea self-insured entity under s. 344.16 to provide uninsured
History: 1971 c. 2781977 c. 2%.1654 (7) (c) 1991 a. 2691997 a. 841999 1\ i5rigtcoverage as part of thptional insurance it trs to its customers. Prophet

a.80 186 v. Enterprise Rent—A—Car Comparigic. 2000 WI App 171238 Wis. 2d 150617
N.W.2d 225 99-0776
344.48 Forged proof. (1) No person shall: A car-rental company issued a certificate of self-insurance under s. 244.16

. . . . . . subjectto liability limits under s. 344.01 (2) (d) and this section was not a self-insurer
(a) Foge or withoutauthority sign any notice provided for in for purposesf an underinsured motorist clause that excluded coverage for a vehicle

s.344.140r344.15 (4) or both, to the é&ct that gpolicy or bond ownedor operated by a “self-insureBethke v Auto—Owners Insurance Company

is in efect or knowing or having reason to believe that the noti¢d 13! 16, 345 Ws. 2d 533825 N.W2d 482 10-3153

hasbeen foged or signed without authorjtfile or offer the notice 344 52 Financial responsibility for foreign rented

for filing; or vehicles. (1g) In this section, “motor vehicle” meanssalf—
(b) Fomge or without authoritysign any evidencef proof of  propelledvehicle.

financial responsibility orknowing or h_aving reason to believe (1r) Wheneverany motor vehicle rented favompensation
that such evidence has beergft or signed without authority outsidethis state is operated in this state, the lessor of the motor

file or offer such evidence for filing. vehicleis directly liable for all damages to persons or property
(c) Sign or file the didavit mentioned in s344.15 (4) know  causedy the negligent operation of the rented vehicle unless, at
ing that it contains a false statement. the time when the damage or injury occurs, the operation of the
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rentedvehicle is electively covered by a policy of insurance thavehicleon which the insurance polityas been terminated or ean

providescoverage at least in the amounts specified3d4.01 (2) celed,effective on the date of termination or cancellation.

(d) for property damage, personal injuoy death stdiéred by any  History: 1983 a. 175.20; Stats. 1983 s. 344.55997 a. 842009 a. 282011 a.

personon account of the negligent operation of the rented vehiclé.

Theamount of liability imposed upon the lessorthis section in o .

the absence of insurance coverage shall not exceed the limits 227 ~Definitions applicable to ss. 344.57 to 344.579.

forth in s.344.01 (2) (dwith respect to the acceptable limits of SS-344.57t0 344.579

liability when furnishing proof of financial responsibilityThe (1) “Accident” means collisiorf a private passenger vehicle

factthat the rented vehicle is operated in this state contrary to avith another object or other upssitthe private passenger vehicle

understandingr agreement with the lessor is not a defense to angt caused intentionally by the renter

liability imposed by this section. (2) “Authorized driver” means, in connection with a private
(2) (a) If a motor vehicle rented for compensation outside thigaissengevehicle under a rental agreement, all of the following:

stateis operated in this state, the lessor of the vehiderisidered (&) The spouse of the rentérthe spouse is a licensédver

to have irrevocably appointed the secretary as the agent or at{®idmeets any minimum age requirement in the rental agreement.

neyupon whom legal process may be served in any action-or pro ) A person listed in the rental agreement as an authorized

ceedingagainst the lessor or the lessquersonatepresentative, yver.

successors, or assigns, growing outhef operation of the rented Th tef | | _workeif th
motorvehicle in this state, which appointment is binding upon the (€) The rentefs employer employee or co-workeif the
lessor’s personal representativeuccessors, or assigns. Thgmployer,employee or co-worker engages in a business activity

operationof the rented motor vehicle in this state &gnification With the renteris a licensed driver and meets the rental company’

of the lessofs agreement that legal process or notice may Banimumage requirement. _ . .
servedupon the lessor or the lessgpersonal representative, suc ~ (d) A person who operates the privatessenger vehicle during
cessorspr assigns and that process or notice so served hasa@h@megency or while parking the private passenger vehicle at a
samelegal force as if personally served upon them in this statéommercialor private establishment.

(b) Service of process or notice under. frshall be madas (3) “Damagewaiver” means a contractual provisiomder
providedin s.345.09 This section does notfaét the right to whicha rental company agrees for a geanotto hold a renter or
serveprocess or notice on the nonresident operator of the rengdhorizeddriver liable for damage or loss related to a private pas
motor vehicle as provided in 345.09 sengeivehicle rented by the renter

History: 1977 c. 292001 a. 1022005 a. 149 , ) (4) “Private passenger vehicle” means a type 1 automobile.
Unlike the domestic financial responsibility statute, s. 344.51, this section does not

requirea lessor to file a bond or insurance policy with the state, but instead requires(5) “Rental agreement” means a written agreement setting
thatsome insurance policy provide coveragetaifhe statutorily required amount. forth the terms and conditions governing the use of a private pas

If such a policy exists, the lessor will be held directly liable for damages cause : .
the negligent operation of the vehicle up to the statutory amount. This sextitic ds@'ngervehlcle prowded for rent by arental company

itly covers any motor vehicle rented outside this state but operated in this state. Iti{6) “Rentalcompany” means a person in the business of pro

irrelevantthat a vehiclevas maintained and operated iis@énsin because both stat , : 4 ; f ;
utescontemplate that possibilityCasper vAmerican International Southsurance viding private passenger vehicles for rent to the public.

Co.2010 WI App 2323 Ws. 2d 82779 N.W2d 445 06-1229 decided on other (7) “Renter” means the persomho rents a private passenger
grounds2011 W1 81, 336 Ws. 2d 267800 N.W2d 880 06-1229 vehiclefrom a rental company under a rental agreement.

. . History: 1989 a. 3282005 a. 173
344.55 Insurance for human service vehicles. (1) No

motor vehicle may be used as a human service vehicle ualesg4 572 Applicability to rental agreements. (1) Except
policy of badily injury and property damage liability insurancess hrovided in sub(2), ss.344.574 344.576and344.578apply
issuedby an insurer authorized to transact business in this stgi€q| rental agreements concerning private passenger vehicles

is maintained thereon. The policy shall provide property damagg, e qrom locations in this state for a period of 30 consecutive
liability coverage with a limit of not less than $10,000. The po“‘a’aysor less.

alsoshall provide bodily injury liability coverage with limits of .
notlessthan $75,000 for each person and, subject to such limit for (2) Sections344.574 344.576and344.578do notapply to a
eachperson, total limits as follows: rentala_greement under which a persents from a motor vehicle
.dealerlicensed under s218.0101t0 218.0163a privatepassen
aseating capacity of 7 passengers or less _Bgrvehicle owned by th(_e deal'ért_he private passenger vehicle
: _is rented only for use while a vehicle owned or leased by the per

(b) $200,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle haviggnor whichthe person has agreed to purchase is being serviced,

aseating capacity of 8 to 15 passengers. repaired,manufactured or delivered.
(c) $250,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having (3) If arental agreement is subject todk!.574344.576and
aseating capacity of 16 to 24 passengers. 344.578 any provisionof the rental agreement that violates any
(d) $375,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle havirgquiremenof ss.344.574 344.576and344.578is void.
a seating capacity of 25 to 36 passengers. History: 1989 a. 3281999 a. 31
(e) $500,000 for each accident for each motor vehicle having
aseating capacity of 37 to 49 passengers. 344.574 Limited liability for damage. (1) DAMAGE TOPRK-

(f) $500,000 plus not less than $10,000 for each accident YATE PASSENGERVEHICLE. (a) Unless a renter purchases a damage
eachpassenger seat accommodation for each motor vétzile waiver offered in acc_ordance with 344.576_a rental company
ing a seating capacity of 50 or more passengers. may hold the renter liabléo the extent permitted under sufs.

(2) Thedepartment may nagsue registration plates for suchto (4) for physmal or mechanical damage to the renteq private pas
avehicle unless there is on file with the department a certificaﬁgngeweh'de_ that is caus.ed b_y any Of_the following: .
of insurance showinghat the vehicle is insured in compliance 1. An accident occurringvhile the private passenger vehicle
with sub.(1). No such policy may be terminated prioits expira IS under the rental agreement.
tion or canceled for any reasanless a notice thereof is filed with 2. The renter or an authorized driver who is using the private
the department at least 30 days prior to the datermination or passengevehicle, intentionally or by his or her recklessmanton
cancellation. The department shall suspend the registration oh@isconduct.
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3. Thetft of the private passengahicle intentionally caused undersub.(1) (b) of his or her right and his or her insugeright
by the renter A renter is presumed not to have caused the thegdtinspect the private passenger vehicle.

intentionallyif all of the following apply: (b) Obtainsan estimate on the costs of repairing the private
a. The renter or authorized driver has possession of the igpassenger vehicle, makes a copy of the estimate available upon
tion key furnished by the rental company or establishes that trexuesto the renter or authorized driver who may be liainider
ignition key furnished by the rental company was not in thgub.(1) (b) or the insurer of the renter or authorized driver who
vehicleat the time of the theft. may be liable under sulfl) (b)and submits a copy of the estimate
b. The renter or authorized driver files afiaél report of the with any claimto collect the amount described in s(®).(a) If
theft with the police or other law enforcement agency within 24questedvithin 2 working days of giving to the renter or autho
hoursof learning of the theft and reasonably cooperates with tfized driver the notice required under p@a), the rental company
rental company police, andother law enforcement agencies irshallobtain a 2nd estimate from a competing reglap and make
providing information concerning the theft. acopy available to the requester
(b) Unless a renter purchases a damage waiferedf in ~ History: 1989 a. 3282005 a. 173
accordancevith s.344.576 a rentacompany may hold an autho .
rized driver liable to the extent permitted under s(®)sto (4) for 344.576 Damage — waivers. (1) OFFER AND = SALE
physicalor mechanical damage to the rented private passenQI%?TR"?TED- A rental company may notfef or sell adamage
vehiclethat is caused by any of the following: aiverin conjunction with a r_ental agreement unles_s the terms of
1. An accident occurring/hile the private passenger vehicle{rﬁg ﬁi?caeg?ewﬁily:c; Z?]rgg:ys\gg; suf2) and the renter i provided
is operated by the authorized driver and is undereh&lagree q " )
ment. (2) Terwms. Every damage waiver shall provide that the rental
2. The authorized driver whis using the private passenge£°MPanymaynot hold the renter or authorized driver liable for
vehicle, intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton miscon2y @mount that the renter or authorized driver might otherwise be
duct. liable for under s344.574 (2) (ajor damage to the rented private
passengevehicle, unless any of the following applies:

(2) LimiTs oN LIABILITY. (@) The total liability of a renter or . . .
authorizeddriver under sub(1) for damage to a rented private, (@) The damage is caused by the renter or authorized driver

passengevehicle may not exceed all of the following: intentionallyor by his or her reckless or wanton misconduct.
1. The lesser of: (b) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

rateghe privat nger vehicle in this state while uhéer
a. The actual and reasonable costs that the reatapany operateshe p © passenger venicle > state €

incurredto repair the private passenger vehicle or that the ren?qfllIuence of an intoxicant or other drug, aescribed under s.

companywould have incurred if the privafmssenger vehicle had 6.63(1) (&) (am), or (b) or (Z”T)' . .
beenrepaired, which shall reflect amjscounts, price reductions _(¢) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver
or adjustments available to the rental company operateghe private passenger vehicle in another state while under

b. The fair market value of that private passenger Vehij(%e/;nglfutigfitgiean intoxicant or other drug, as described in the
immediatelybefore the damage occurred, as determined in ft )

customarymarket for the sale of that private passenger vehicle. (d) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver is

2. Actual and reasonable costs incurred by the rental Compg&gagedn arace or speed or gndurance contest. ) . .
for towing the private passenger vehicle &rdstorage of the pri (e) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver is
vatepassenger vehicle during the period before the reotéies  Using,or has directed another to use, phigate passenger vehicle
the rental company of the damage to the vehicle or for 14 ddgsthe commission of a misdemeanor or fela/those terms are
afterthe damage occurs, whichever period is shorter efinedin s.939.60

(b) A rental company may not hold the renter or authorized () The damage occurs while the remterauthorized driver

driver liable for any of the following: usestheprivate passenger vehicle to carry persons or property for
1. Loss or damage to the private passenger vehicle resullﬂ@‘ ) . )

from a cause other than that described in &ljb(a) 1.or 2. with (9) The damage occurs while the renter or authorized driver

respecto the renter asub.(1) (b) 1.or2. with respect to the autho Usesthe private passenger vehicle outside of the United States

rized driver, Canadaunless use outside the United States or Canada-is per
2. Loss of use of the private passenger vehicle. mitted under the rental agreement.

3. Any administrative chges, including the cost of appraisal, (1) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicle is
or other costs or expenses that are incidental to the damage t®Rffatedon a surface not intended for use by private passenger
private passenger vehicle. vehicles.

4. Any other chage unless expressly permitted under (@ar (i) The renter provided misleading or false information to the

: ntal company causing the rental company to rent the private
(c) A rental company may not hold the renter liable for ar) .
amountsthat the rental company has recovered from an autl ssengevehicle when the rental company woualt have other

rizeddriver A rental company may not hold an authorized drivef'Se done so, or on terms to which it would not have otherwise

liable for any amounts that the rental company has recovered frgmged. ) . )
the renter ()) The renter or the authorized driver who was operating the

private passenger vehicle when an accident occurred fails to
collector attempto collect the amount described in s(®). (a) promptly report to the police and rental company the accident

from the renter or authorized driver or the insurethefrenter or "€Sultingin damage to the private passenger vehicle. o

authorizeddriver unless the rental company satisfies all of the fol (k) The damage occurs while the private passenger vehicle is

lowing: operatedby someone other than an authorized driver as defined
(a) Allows the renter or authorized driver who mayliable N S-344.57 (2) This paragraph does not apply if the vehiuie

undersub.(1) (b)and theinsurer of the renter or authorized driveP€eNIOst or a theft has occurred and teater is presumed to have

to inspect the unrepaired rented private passenger vehicle withft caused the theft or loss intentionaligder s344.574 (1) (a)

2 working days after the rental company is notified of the damaé’e.

Upon receiving notice of the damage, the rental company shall(3) NoTice. (a) A rental company thatfefs or sells a damage

promptly notify the renter or authorized driver who may be liableaiver shall provide to each renter a written notice that is part of

(4) INSPECTIONAND ESTIMATES. A rental company mapot
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therental agreement or on a separate form described in the agewaiver if purchased by the rentenultiplied by thenumber

underpatr (c) and that includes all of the following: of days specified in the agreement for which the pripassenger
1. An explanation of the total costs that the renter or authéehicleis being rented.
rized driver may be liable for under 344.574 (2) (a) History: 1989 a. 3282005 a. 1732007 a. 207

2. A statement that the liability of the renter or authorizeglyq 579 Violations. (1) PENALTIES. Whoever violates s.
driver under $344.574 (2) (ajnay becovered by the rentaror 344 574344.576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or (b), 344.5770r 344.578may
authorizeddriver's personal motorehicle insurance policy or by pe requiredto forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 for
an agreement under which the renter or authorized driver hagchviolation.
obtaineda credit card. o ) (2) EnFORCEMENT. The department of agriculture, trade and

3. Alist of any exceptions to the damagaiver imposed in consumerprotection shall investigate violations of 844.574

accordancevith sub.(2) (a)to (j). 344.576(1), (2) and(3) (a)and(b), 344.577and344.578 The
4. An explanation othe right of inspection under344.574 departmenbf agriculture, trade and consumer protection may on
4) (a) behalfof the state:

5. The address and telephone number of the deparhent (a) Bring an action for temporary or permanent injunctive or
agriculture trade and consumer protection. otherrelief in any court of competent jurisdiction for any violation
6. Any other information required by rule under. ge). 0f 5.344.574344.576 (1)(2) or(3) (a)or(b),344.5770r344.578
7. Aline for the rentés signature. The court may upon entry of finajudgment, award restitution

henappropriate to any person faring loss because of a viela

(b) A rentalcompany that &rs or sells a damage waiver shal ion of 5.344.574 344.576 (1)(2) or (3) (a)or (b), 344.577or

Pég;/é?eer:?eersn%tzgeac:gzgit%c:elgrﬁgﬁi toﬁg";‘g:‘a{: rf‘é?rrnbigfggzmg344.578if proof of such loss is submitted to the satisfaction of the
give notice under par(a), the rental company shall give eactfout . . S
renterone copyof the notice signed by him or her and shall retain (°) Bring an actiorin any court of competent jurisdiction for
onecopy in its files. the recovery of forfeitures authorized under s{il).

(c) The department of agriculture, trade, and consumer protec (3) DEFENSE. Proof by a rental company that the rental com

tion shall promulgate rules specifying the form of the notice@nybegan an action to impose liabilipon a renter or autho
requiredunder par(a), including the type size and any high f1zed driver, even though the renter had purchased a damage

lighting of the information described in péa) and, in the case of Waiversold under $44.576 because of a good—faith mistake that
aseparate form, the size of thaper The rule may specify addi &nexception under 844.576 (2) (aJo (k) applied is a defense to
tional information that must be included in the notice and the pr@ Prosecution for a violation of the terms of the damage waiver
ciselanguage that must be used. unders.344.576 (2)

History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 272003 a. 972005 a. 173 History: 1989 a. 3281995 a. 272005 a. 173
Cross—-reference: See also SATCP 11.8.01, Wis. adm. code.

344.577 Advertisement or representation. (1) DEFINI- SUBCHAPTERVI

TION. In this section, “advertisement @presentation” means any MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE
oral, written or graphic statement which is made in connection

with the solicitation of the rental of a private passenger vehiclg.44 61 Definitions

(2) DAMAGE WAIVER CHARGE. If a rental company or an . : “ .
employeeor agent of rental company disseminates or makes jn (1) Notwithstandings. 344.01(2) (b), “motor vehicle” does
élnclude trailers, semitrailers, all-terrain vehicles, and utility

this state an advertisement or representation that includesa s%l) invehicl

mentof the rental rate for a private passenger vehicle available frainvenicles. . W S

rentfrom a location in this state, taglvertisement or representa _(2) Notwithstandings. 344.33 (1) “motor vehicleliability

tion shall also include a statement of the geafor any damage Policy” means amotor vehicle policy of liability insurance to

waiver offered by the rental company gonjunction with the Whichall of the following apply: _

rentalof that private passenger vehicle and a statement that pur(2) The policy is issued by an insurer authorized to nweor

chaseof the damage waiver is optional. vehicle liability business in this state,af the policy covers a
History: 1989 a. 328 vehicle that was notegistered in this state at the time of the

policy’s effective date, in another state in which the vehicle was

344.578 Credit card for deposit or damages. (1) PrRo-  registered or the owner or operator of the vehicle resititrat

HIBITED DEPOSITS;COLLECTION OF DAMAGES. Except as provided time.

in this subsection, in suf2), or in $.345.28 (Sw) a rental com () The policy is to or fothe benefit of the person named in

panymay notchage a credit card belonging to a renter as a depogik policy as the insured.

for damages for which the renter may be held liable under the(c) The policy satisfies, as of the date of motor vehicle epera

rental agreement or under 844.574 (2) (ajor for any other o, "5l requirements specified in344.33 (2)and(3).
charges.|f a rented privatpassenger vehicle is damaged or if the i,y 2009 a. 282011 a. 208

renterowes any other chges provided for in the rental agree
ment, the rental compangnay chage a credit card belonging to344.62 Motor vehicle liability insurance required.
therenteras payment for the damages for which the renter is lialfl) Exceptas provided in s344.63 no person may operate a
unders.344.574 (2) (apr for any other chges provided for in motor vehicle upon a highway in this state unless the owner or
therental agreement only if the rental company obtains the reaperatorof the vehicle has infefct a motor vehicle liabilitpolicy
er's authorizationto use that credit card for payment and theith respect to the vehicle being operated.
authorizationis obtained after the total amount of the reater (2) Exceptas provided in 844.63 no person may operate a
liability or other chages is determined and before the reatal  motorvehicle upon a highway in this state unless the person, while
panyprocesses the credit card dr operating the vehicle, has in his or her immediate possession proof
(2) DeposITFORRENTAL FEES. If authorized by the rentea thathe or she is in compliance with sib). The operator of the
rentalcompany may chge a credit card belonging to the rentemotorvehicle shall display the proof requiradder this subsec
asa deposit for the estimated cost of tieatal, as determined tion upon demand from any tfaf officer. The proofrequired
underthis subsection. The estimated cost of the rentalmofy underthis subsection may be produced in eitiénted or elec
exceedan amount equal to the daily rental rate specified in thnic format, including by display of electronic images on a eellu
rentalagreement, which may include the daily gjeafor a dam lar telephone or other electronic device. If this proof is displayed

In this subchapter:
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in electronic format on any cellular telephone or o#lectronic againstthe person, for which a claim may be made against the
device,the trafic officer may not viewand producing proof in bondor deposit, is then unsatisfied. If a judgment is in excess of
electronicformat is not considerecbnsent for the tr&€ officer theamounts specified in 844.33 (2) for purposes of thipara
to view, anycontent on the telephone or other device except tgeaphthe judgment is considered satisfied wipagments in the
proof required under this subsection. amounts specified in 844.33 (2)have been madeéin affidavit
(3) Nothingin this subchapter prohibitsp@rson who violates of the applicant_ t_hat the applicant satisfies the provisions of this
this section from also being subject to any provision in subichgparagraphis suficient for the department to consent to the-can
to IV of this chapter cellationof a bond oto return any deposit, in the absence of evi
History: 2009 a. 282013 a. 31 dencein the records of the departmeantradicting the #iflavit.
History: 2009 a. 28
344.63 Exceptions to motor vehicle liability insurance
requirement. (1) A person operating a motor vehicle is no844.64 Fraudulent, false, or invalid proof of insurance.
subjectto s.344.62if any of the following apply: No person may do any of the following for purposes of creating
(a) The owner or operator of the motor vehicle hasfiece  theappearance of satisfying the requirements usidei.62 (2)
bondwith respect to the vehicle that meets the requirements unde(1) Forge,falsify, counterfeit, or fraudulently alter any printed
s.344.36 (1) including the filing of the bond with the secretaryor electronic proof of insurance, policy of insurance, or other
andthe vehicle is being operated with the permission of the persosurancedocument or electronic image, or possess any printed or
who filed the bond. electronicproof of insurance, policy of insuranae,other insur
(b) The motor vehicle is insured as required byx1.53 ancedocument or electronic image that isgfed, falsified, ficti
194.41 or 194.42and the vehicle is being operategthe owner tious, counterfeit, or fraudulently altered.
or with the owne's permission. (2) Representhat any printecbr electronic proof of insur
(c) The motor vehicle is owned by a self-insurer holding @ce,policy of insurance, or other insurance document or elec
valid certificate of self-insurance undeBg4.16 the self-insurer tronicimage is valid and in fgct, knowing or having reason to
hasmade an agreement described i84gt.30 (4) and the vehicle believethat the proof of insurance, policy islsurance, or other
is being operated with the owngpermission. insurancedocumentor electronic image is not valid or not in
(d) The owner or operator of the motor vehibles made a effect.
depositof cash or securities meeting the requirements specified ifi'St"y: 2009 a. 282013 a. 31
s.344.37 (1)and the vehicle is being operated by or with the peg44 65  violations. (1) (a) Any person who violates s.
missionof the person who made the deposit. 344.62(1) may be required to forfeit not more than $500.
(€) The motor vehicle isubject to s344.51, 344.52 0r344.55 (b) Except as provided in pd4c), any person who violates s.
() The motor vehicle is owned by or leadedthe United 344 62 (2)may be required to forfeit $10.
Statestr:ns or anothgr ﬁtate,hprl apggn_ty or munIC(ija[I'[r)]/ Ohf t,h's (c) No persorchaged with violating s344.62 (2)may be con
or Ianot er state, and the vehicle is being operated with the 8WNgf.io if the person produces protifat he or she was in cem
or lessees permission. pliancewith s.344.62 (1)at thetime the person was issued a-uni
(2) (a) The provisions of s844.34and344.36 (2)and(3)  form trafiic citation for violating s344.62 (2) This proof may be
shall apply with respect to a bond filed with the secretargler roqucedeither at the time of theersons appearance in court in
sub.(1) (a) responseo the citation or in the fife of thetraffic officer issuing
(b) The provisions of $344.37 (2)shall apply with respect to the citation. Thisproof may be produced in either paper or €lec
adeposit made with the secretary under &Lid). Any deposit tronic format, including by display of electronic images on a eellu
received by the department under b (d) shall be maintained |ar telephone or other electronic device. If this proof is displayed
in an interest-bearing trust account. All deposits received by {heslectronic format on any cellular telephone or otiectronic
departmentnder sub(l) (d) shall be held for the benefit of thedevice, the person to whom the prootlisplayedmay not view
depositors and potential claimants against the deposits and séadiproducing proof in electronic format is not considerensent
be applied only to the payment of judgments and assignmefdgthe person to vievany content on the telephone or other device
relating to motor vehicle accidentdpllowing the procedure exceptthe proof required under 344.62 (2)
describedn s.344.20 (2) (2) Any person who violates 844.64may be required tfor-
(3) (a) Except as provided in pgb), the secretary shalipon feit not more than $5,000.
requestconsent to the immediate cancellation of any bond filed (3) A trafiic officer may not stop or inspect a vehicle solely to
undersub.(1) (a)or tothe return of any deposit of money or securigeterminecompliance with 344.620r a localordinance in con
tiesmade under sulfl) (d)if any of the following apply: formity therewith. This subsection does not limit the authority of
1. The owner or operator of a moteghicle provides proof atraffic officer to issue a citation for a violation of314.620r a
satisfactoryto the department that the owner or operator has|ital ordinance in conformity therewith observed in the coafse
effecta motor vehicle liability policyvith respect to the vehicle a stop or inspection mader other purposes, except that aftcaf
or provides proof that a dérent exception under suld) applies officer may not take a person into physical custody solely for a
with respect to the vehicle. violation of 5.344.620r a local ordinance conformity therewith.
2. The person on whose behalf the bond was filed or depositistory: 2009 a. 282013 a. 31
madehas died, has become permanently incapacitated to operate
amotor vehicle, or no longer maintainsalid operatds license. 344.66 Rules. The department shall promulgate rulasd

3. The person on whose behalf the bond was filed or dep(@’i scribeany necessary forms, to implemanid administer this

; ; : chapter.
made no longer owns any motor vehicle registered with th%’History: 2009 a. 28
department.

(b) The secretary may not consent to the cancellation of 2894.67 Notice. The department shall incluséth each opera

bond filed under sub(1) (a)or to the return of any deposit oftor’s license issued under 43 notification of the requirements
moneyor securities made under s(b) (d)if any action for dam andpenalties under this subchapter

agesupon thebond or deposit is then pending or any judgmentHistory: 2009 a. 28
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