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LRB Number 17-4645/1 

Description 

Fiscal Estimate Narratives 

SPD 1/31/2018 

llntroduction Number AB-0784 I Estimate Type Original 

: a parent's right to counsel in a child in need of protection or services proceeding, providing an exemption 
from emergency rule procedures, granting rule-making authority, and making an appropriation 

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate 

The State Public Defender (SPD) is statutorily authorized and required to appoint attorneys to represent 
indigent defendants in criminal and certain commitment proceedings. The SPD plays a critical role in 
ensuring that the Wisconsin justice system complies with the right to counsel provided by both the state 
and federal constitutions. Any legislation has the potential to increase SPD costs if it creates a new 
criminal offense, expands the definition of an existing criminal offense, or increases the penalties for an 
existing offense. 

Under current law, the State Public Defender is prohibited from representing parents who are the subject of 
a Child in Need of Protection and Services (CHIPS) proceeding. This bill would create a pilot program in 5 
counties for 3 years to allow the SPD to provide representation in these cases. 

The bill provides $739,600 for the Public Defender to provide the representation. This funding will pay for 
the costs of representation by both staff and assigned counsel attorneys as well as the costs for experts 
and discovery material. 

Because counties can currently appoint counsel at county expense, it is likely that there will be a fiscal 
savings for the counties participating in the pilot program. 

Long-Range Fiscal Implications 


