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LRB Number 19-1055/1 Introduction Number SB-507 Estimate Type  Original

Description
medical cannabis, providing an exemption from emergency rule procedures, granting rule-making authority,
making an appropriation, and providing a penalty

Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Current law prohibits a person from manufacturing, distributing, or delivering tetrahydrocannabinols; possessing
THC with the intent to manufacture, distribute, or deliver it; possessing or attempting to possess THC; using drug
paraphernalia; or possessing drug paraphernalia. This bill creates a medical use defense to such THC-related
prosecutions and forfeiture actions for a person who is registered with the Department of Health Services as
having a specified debilitating medical condition or undergoing a specified debilitating treatment. The bill also
prohibits the arrest or prosecution of such a person for those offenses. The defense and prohibition do not apply
under certain circumstances, such as 1) if the person does not have a valid registry identification card; 2) if the
amount of cannabis involved is more than 12 plants and three ounces of leaves or flowers; 3) if, while under the
influence of THC, the person drives a motor vehicle or engages in other conduct that endangers another person;
or 4) if the person smokes cannabis on a school bus or public transit or on school premises.

Responsive District Attorneys assert that this bill may reduce referral for certain simple possession THC related
offenses but it may increase referrals for fraudulent prescription and impaired driving. Data with which to
determine the resource impact on District Attorney offices is unavailable; therefore, fiscal impact is indeterminate.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

Data with which to determine the long-term resource impact or fiscal effect on District Attorney offices is
unavailable; therefore, fiscal impact is indeterminate.



