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Chapter DCF 53
ADOPTION INFORMATION SEARCH AND DISCLOSURE

DCF53.01 Introduction. DCF 53.05 Adoption searches.
DCF 53.02 Provision of adoption search program information. DCF 53.06 Release of adoption information.
DCF 53.03 Centralized birth record file. DCF 53.07 Adoption records.
DCF 53.04 Department and agency responsibilities. DCF 53.08 Complaints.
Note: Chapter HSS 53 was created by egeecy rule gective Decembet 4, (h) “Birth relatives” means the adoptpdrsors birth parents,

1982. Chapter HSS 53 was renumbered chapter HFS 53 under s. 13.93 (2m) ( i
Stats.,and corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., &gsster June, b@]randparentsaunts, uncles, brothers and sisters.

1999,No. 522 Chapter HFS 53 was renumbered to chapter DCF 53 under s. (i) “Centralized birth record file” means the file established by
13.92(4) (b) 1., Stats,, Register November 2008 No. 635. the department containing fafavits, medical and genetic infor
. . . mation, birth parent identity and location and other information
DCF 53.01 |Introduction. (1) This chapter ispromut b 4

gatedunder the authority of s48.432 (9)and48.433 (1), Stats., {ﬁgtzt\j/gg?gdtgeerdseo%anment which pertains to the birth family and
to establish procedures for the way in whiglarches for informa S« . .
tion about adopted persons and birth parents are carried %Lf;]tg% a mD”(iag:rtment means the iéonsin department of children
accessis permitted to medical and genetic information and u ; -
informationaboutbirth parent identity and location, and informa _ (K) “Fee for service” means the cpamade by the department
tion is recorded and reported to the department by adoption aggh?9€ncy to the requester for the cost of an adoption search for
ciesand courts when parental rights are terminated. This chaptf parents in order to obtain medical and genetic information
also establishes procedures to enssensitive treatment of andbirth parent identity and location, as required undet&4.32
adoptedpersons, birth parents, adoptive paremggncies and all (4) (d) and48.433 (6) (d) Stats. ) _ _
otherswho may be déctedby the search for and disclosure of (L) “ldentifying information” means any information which
medicaland genetic information about adopted persons and bietigcloseshe name, location or identity of a birth parent.
parentsand about birth parent identity and location. (m) “Medical and genetic information” means any available
(2) DeriNniTioNs. As used in this chapter: medical, genetic, psychiatric or psychological history of the
(a) “Adopted person” means a person whose birth parents h&fioPtedpersons birth parents and the adopted persather
hadtheir parental rights terminatedthis state at any time or who PIth relatives and isnot limited to information contained in the
hasbeen adopted in this state with the consent of his or her bifggdical record as defined in48.425 (1) (am)Stats.
parent or parents before February 1, 1982. ~ (n) “Medical emegency” means a situatiom which a
(b) “Adoption record information” means all records that thliicensedphysician has determined that the life or health of the
departmenbr agency has accumulated pertaining to the termirdOPtedperson is in imminent danger or that treatment without the
tion of parental rightsthe development of an adoption case p,awedlcqland genetic information coulsk injurious to the adopted
and the supervision and monitoring of an adoption placemef€rson'shealth. o _ ,
including the adoptive home studpirth parent andfamily _ (0) “Nonidentifying social history information” has the mean
records fosterhome placement records, planning card files aid prescribed in $48.02 (12m) Stats.
adoptiveplacement materials. (p) “Program information” means information about the adop
(c) “Adoption search” means the functions and activities tion searctprogram which the department provides to requesters,
departmenbr agency statarried outo locate specific birth par agenciescourts and the general public, except that it does not
ents, birth parent relatives or other persoragencies who could includeadoption record information.
assistin locating birth parents, fahe purpose of obtaining medi  (q) “Requester” means a person specified #8432 (3) (8)
cal and genetiénformation or birth parent identity and locationStats. who is seeking medical and genetic informatmna per
information. sonspecified in s48.433 (3) Stats., who wants his or her original
gram responsible for either conducting searches or delegatifiy and location.
responsibilityto agencies to conduct searclies medical and (r) “Sibling” means a brother or sister having at least one birth
geneticinformation and birth parent identity and location omarentin common with the adopted person.
behalfof persons specified under 48.432 (3) (apnd48.433 (3) , History: Cr Registey Octobey 1984, No. 34gef. 11-1-84; am. (1), (2) (a), (e),
b). Stats. (9), (h), (), (M), (n) and (NRegistey January1993, No. 44peff. 2-1-93 correction
( )v in (2) (j) madeunder s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635.
(e) “Affidavit” means a sworn written statement from a birth
parentgiving the department authorization to release that birth DCF 53.02 Provision of adoption search program
parent’sidentity and location to the requesting adopted persanformation. The department shall provide information about
who is at least 21 years of age. the adoptionsearch program to courts, agencies, requesters and
(f) “Agency” means a county agency providing chilelfare thegeneral public as required under this section.
servicesunder s.48.56 (1) Stats., or a child—placing agency (1) PROVISION OF PROGRAMINFORMATION TO REQUESTERS. (@)
licensedunder s48.6Q Stats. Programinformation shallbe sent to requesters within 14 days
(g) “Birth parent’means either the mother designated on tif¥ter receiving written or oral inquiry for this material; and
adoptedpersors original birthcertificate or the adjudicated father  (b) Information regarding additional provisions under the
or, if there is no adjudicated fathehe husband of the mother atindian Child Welfare Act shall be providetb all applicable
the time of the adopted perssmonception, birth or subsequentequesters.
legitimation,whose rights to the adopted person have been-termi (2) PROVISION OF PROGRAM INFORMATION TO AGENCIES AND
natedin this state or who consented to the adoption of his or h@yurTs. (a) The departmershall provide agencies and courts
child before February 1, 1982. with a recommended standard format and procedures for use in
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obtaininginformation from birth parents prior to the terminatior8.432 (4) (b) and 48.433 (6) (a) Stats., when specifically
of parental rights and for reporting this information to the deparequestedo conduct a search or when a request is received but no
ment. existingagency provided services for the adoption or the agency
(b) The department shall provide agencies and courts wittih@t provided adoption services does not have a current inter
model medical record form and periodically revise the form a@gencyagreement with the department under @i3r
increasednedical and genetic knowledge dictates. (b) The department may delegate authority granted under ss.
(c) The department shall provide information to the courts ad§-432 and 48.433 Stats., to an agency to conduct adoption
agencies regarding their responsibilities undecansin statutes searchesut only through a writtemteragency agreement signed
concerningmedical andgenetic information about adopted -perPy authorized representatives of the department andgércy
sons, information about birth parent identignd location and Thedepartment shall monitadoption searches conducted by the
non-identifyingsocial history information. agency. . .
(d) The department shall provide or arrafgeassistance and ~ (€) The department shall, upon request, provide adoption
consultatiorto agencies and courts regardihg centralized birth Searchassistance to the agency conducting a search under the

recordfile and the adoption search program. interagencyagreement in accordance with specific provisions of
Note: Requests foforms, procedures and consultation should be sent to:-Adof 1€ interagency agreement.

tion Records Search Program, Division of Safety and Permarfé@céBox 8916, (2) AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES. (a) Agencies shall direct all

Madison.W! 537088916, requestdor adoption searches thagy receive to the department
History: Cr.Registey October1984, No. 34geff. 11-1-84; am. (2) (CRegister, q . p . Y . p

January1993, No. 445ef.. 2-1-93. for processing, except as provided by court oréieno time may

an agency act on its own in providirrgquesters with adoption

DCF 53.03 Centralized birth record file. (1) GeneraL.  information except under the terms and conditions of an-nter
The departmens adoptiorsearch program shall establishgar agencyagreement, as allowed by8.432 (7) Stats., in response
nize,and maintain aentralized birth record file and shall controko a court order or if the information is already on file and disclo
disclosureof information from the file in accordance withXCF  sureis allowed by s48.93 (1r) Stats.
53.06 (b) All agencies shall make adoption record information avail

(2) ORGANIZATION OF THE CENTRALIZED FILE. Thecentralized ableto department statonducting searches and cooperate in
file shall be aganized to consist of individual files containing: searchesipon request of the department as specified48.4.32

(@) Information received in the course of administering s&4) (), Stats., SDCF 54.05 (L)and this chapter
48.432and48.433 Stats.; (c) When a petition for termination of parental rightsiled

(b) Medical and genetic information and birth parent identityith @ court, the agency required unde#8.425 (1) Stats., or
and location information received from the courts for eactirectedby the court under 48.425(3), Stats., to file a report with

adoptedperson whose birth paremtr parents’ rights wetermi  the court shall prepara medical record on the child for the court
natedon or after May 7, 1982; on a form provided by the departmevithin 60 days of the peti

(c) Relevant updated medical or genetic information about tHan for termination of parental rights.

adoptedperson and the adopted persobirth relativeseceived _(d) Agencies operating under an interagency agreement shall
from any birth parent or agency; diligently conduct adoption searches, except when the requester

(d) Reports from physicians which state that an adopted pgpecifiesthat he or she prefethat the department conduct the

son,birth parent or sibling has or may have a geneticall transféleamh‘ . . . .
ablediseapse; g y : d (e) When any agency is asked to disclose information from a

o . o : recordof final adoption, the agency may disclose the information
birt(ls )pgg:rﬂa\grt]sd or revocations of Afiavits received from any only as allowed under s48.432 48.433and48.93 (1r) Stats.,
' . . . ands.DCF 53.06

(f) Any other relevant information received about the adoptedyigory: cr. Register October1984, No. 34fef. 11-1-84; correction in (2) (b)
personor birth relatives. mezg;atjtgderdsi %3'9?1 (2m2i (b) 7iégt2ag)e?g§t7e;§:§1e, ZROO_léNoNSZ,lGorbrectzi&r)lg

(3) INFORMATION FROM COURTS. When a petition fotermina  NjgZge o (0 Madeunders. 25 n 85, Regisier Novembsr
tion of parental rights is granted, the court shall provide the-adop )
tive parents with a copy of the adopted persanedical record ~ DCF 53.05 Adoption searches. (1) REQUESTING A
andother information as required unde#8.93(1g), Stats., and SEARCH. (&) To initiate a search, a requester shall submit & com
shall ensure thathe following information is submitted to the pletedapplication form to the department.

departmenfor inclusion in the centralized file: (b) The requester may specify that the search be restricted to
(@) Information listed in theepartmens model court report only that adoptionrecord information available within the
form; agency'sinternal files.

(b) Medical and genetic history of the birth parents and any (c) Before acting on a request for birth parent identity and loca
medicaland genetic information furnished by the birth parent&#n, the department or agency shafjuire adequate identifica
aboutthe adopted persanbther birth relatives obtained under stion to ensure that the requester is indeed the adoptee and is 21
48.422(9) or 48.425 (1) (ampr (2), Stats.; and yearsof age or over . o . .

(c) Any current reportsn birth parent medical examinations, (d) A request for medical or genetic information shall be given

information on the adopted perssnprenatal care and medicalPriority attention bythe department or agency and search activi
conditionof the adopted person at birth. tiesimmediatelyinitiated if the request is accompanied by a-writ
History: Cr. Register Octobey1984, No. 34pef. 11-1-84; am. (2) (b) to (d), (), tenstatement from a physician certifying that thisra medical
(3) (intro.), (b) and (c)Register January1993, No445 eff. 2-1-93;correctionin - emergencyfor which the information is required.
(1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2008 No. 635. s L .
(e) Requesters’ applications shall be acted upon in the order
DCF53.04 Department and agency responsibilities.  thatthe applicationare received, except that requests under par
An efective and responsibtadoption search prograim depends off) 1L VR BEOTD SUEE SERL TSR0, e s
a coop_eratlve worklng rela_ltlonshlp _betwadne_departmenj[ and tion Re}:ords Search Program, Division of Safety and Permarfe@cdBox 8916,
agencne_gnd a clead_ellneat_lon of their respective responsibilitie$adison,Wisconsin 53708-89186.
asspecific under this section. (2) ADOPTIONSEARCHPROCEDURES.(a) 1. The department or
(1) DepaRTMENTRESPONSIBILITIES. (@) The department shall agencyshall diligently conduct adoption searcHes birth par
diligently conduct adoption searches in accordance with ®nts.A search is notonsidered complete until a birth parent has
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beenlocated and contacted or all reasonable means for locating(3) FEe FOR ADOPTION SEARCH. (&) The department or the
andcontacting a birth parent are exhausted, unleseetiieester agencydesignated by the department to conduct the adoption
hasspecified under sulfl) (b)that the search be restricted. =~ searchshall chage the requester a fee to cotle costs incurred

2. A search shall be initiated by the department or agency N conducting the search. The fee shall reflect the amourfoof ef

the date that all of the following have been completed: put into the search for the birth parents or birth parent information

: - . not the results or amounf information the department or
a. The completed and signed application has been rece“%ggncyis able to gatheiThe fee may include the actual cost of

b. The.id.e.ntity of the.requester is confirmed; ar!d locating, certifying, removingidentifying information, copying
c. '_I'he initial fee requ_lred under su®B) (c)for the firsthour andmailing existing information maintained in the internal files
of service has been received. of the department aagency The initial fee submitted under sub.

3. The department or agency shall complete the search 4Ab(2) 2. cwith an application for a search shall be deducted from
inform therequester of the results within 6 months after initiatin?efel? chaged under this subsection. The fee ghédra requester
the search, unless: or existing record information may not exceed a total of $150.

. : : : Note: The department or agency cannot guarantee that birth paties found
a. Arequest involves searChmg for information from sourc%?that, if found, the birth parents will fithe required &flavit granting authorization

outsidethe department or agency and not readily accessiblefd@disclosure of birth parent identity and location.

departmenbr agency stéf (b) The adoption search fee shall be an hourly amount which
b. A search is delayed by one or both birth parents who wastiall represent the actual cost to the department or agency-to pro

additionaltime before signing or submitting arfidévit to the vide the service, except that actual costs for making copies of

departmenbr agency; or recordinformation may be billed to the requester in addition to the
c. A search habeen completed by the department or agen&}QU”y fee. The following items may be included in the fee:

without a birth parent being located, and tlequester asks that 1. Salary and fringe benefit expenses of personnel needed to

additionalefforts be made by the department or agency operateandmanage the search activity (professionaf stédrical
(b) To the extent allowed by lavadoption search activities Staff, and supervisory personnel);
shallinclude, but are not limited to, checking: 2. A proportionate share of overhead expenses attributable to

1. The current address on file at the department or agend{}€ search activity; and
2. Known close birtirelatives who may know the location of _ 3- Special documentable expenses such as texypenses
the birth parent; and long distance telephone costs if thesgenses are not
includedin the regular rate. These expenses shall be the actual

3. Directories; amountpaid out by the agency or the department forsgrecial

4. Motor vehicle records; item.
5. Marriage and death certificates; Note: Examples of overhead expenses that can be taken into accourtamtien
. L puting fees are rental of space and equipment, utility costs, local telephone costs,
6. The familys physician; depreciatiorof buildings and equipment, interest payments, materials, supplies and
7. Occupational licensing boards if applicable to the birth paiostage- ) o
ent’'soccupation; (c) The department or agency shall require a minimurrgehar

up to the amount chged for one hour of service for any adoption
. . searchactivity undertakerfor a client, including acting on a

9. Public agency records; requestor disclosure of existing adoption record information.

10. Divorce records; and (d) Each agency shall inform tidepartment of the hourly fee

11. Probate records. thatit chages for adoption search services. Agency and depart

(c) Employeesof the department or agency conducting amentfees may be adjusted whenever costs for providing the ser
adoptionsearch for birth parents may not inform anyone oth&ice change. Fees shall be recomputed at least once.a year
thanthe birth parents about the purpose of the search. (e) The department or agency may require an advance pay

(d) When it appears that a sought-after birth parent has béeent of not more than $100 for the initiation of an adoption
identified and located, the searcher shall first attetmptake con  searchlf the advance payment exceeds the fee times the number
tactwith the birth parent by telephone. If the presumed birth pa&rf hours of service plus special expenses, the department or
ent has no telephone or cannot be contacted by telephone, agencyshall refund any overpayment to the reque$tdrenthe
searcheshall attempt contact through eithen@me visit or a let hoursof service plus special expenses equal the advance payment,

8. Church records;

ter. the requester shall be notified that he or she has the option of either
1. Whether the searcher attempts contact by letter or hofe€Ptingthe adoption search information obtained to date or
visit, the contact shall be handled in a sensitive manner makingan additional advance payment for continuation of adop

2. If a letter is used, the specifics of the search shall not %%n search activities.

revealedn the event that another member of the household opepdf) - The department or agency may waive all or part of any fees
the mail. escribedn thissubsection when the department or agency finds

Note: Copies of sample, non-specific letters are available from: Adoptiol}hatthe requester does not have théicieht means to pay for the
RecordsSearch Program, Division of Safety and Permaner®e B®x 8916 Madk search.
son,Wisconsin 53708-8916. t@Hést)o(ry): Ca I?e)g(is;e&%ct(ot))er(:l.%%,) No. 346(3(1?.)1(1;1—?4); ragd Ee;:r(&)l)) (bzf;o g

(e) Adoption search program information shall be provided {§: (2) (@ and (3) (a), 1) (€), 1(3) (b), renum. (3) (c) to (g) to be (3) (b) to (f) an
all birth parents contacteghder this subsection in accordancgm'(3) (b) (intro.) and (c)egister January1993, No. 445ef. 2-1-93.
with s.48.433 (7) (b’)_StatS' . DCF 53.06 Release of adoption information.

(f) Upon completion of an adoption search, the agency shallf conripenTiALITY. The department and agencies sbaithply
providethe requesteand the department with the same writtefjth \Wisconsin statutes, administrative rules and federal regula

correspondenchich includes: tions governing confidentiality of adoption records and consider
1. The search activities utilized and the types of informaticail adoption information to beonfidentialinformation that may
resultingfrom the search activities; or only be released as provided underd$s432 48.433 and48.93

2. The circumstances relating to the agemdgability to  Stats.,and this chapter
locatethe birth parent or the birth parentefusal to provide infer (2) NoOTIFICATION OF THE DEPARTMENT. Any agency disclosing
mation. identifying information shall inform the department regarding the
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typesof information released and the persons to whom this-infgrarentor an adopted person over the age of 18, the department or
mationwas released. agencyshall provide the requester with any nonidentifying social

(3) MEDICAL AND GENETIC INFORMATION. The department or history information about thadopted persos'birth family that
agencyshall release medical and genetic informatiofollsws: it has on file as required under s(#).

(a) On receiving an eligible request, the department or agency(6) INFORMATION FROM A RECORDOF FINAL ADOPTION. When
shallcompile any existing medical agenetic information from anagency receives a request for information from a recdidaidf
files maintainedat the department or agency into a medical aratioption,the agency shall forward the request anddogiested
genetic history and provide a copy of the information to thinformationto the department, except that the agency shall dis
requestemwithout chage except for the actuabst of reproduc closethe information directly to the requester in response to a
tion. Any updated medical and genetic information obtained agaurtorder as authorized bghe department under an interagency
resultof a requested search of additional sources shall alsodggeementpursuant to subg3) (b), (c) and (4) or whenthe
compiledinto a medical and genetic histagd reported to the eli requests for existing medical and genetic information under sub.
gible requesterand a fee may be clgad for the cost of the search;(3) (a).

(b) When the department or agemegeivesany updated med Note: Requests for updated medical and genetic information relevadopdees
ical and genetic information pertaining to the birth parents 81, Seniiing biermaton, about bt prcrts shoul be sentto Acoption
adopteethe department or agency shall make a reasondbte efson wi 53708-8916.
to forward that information to the birth parent or to the adoptiveHistory: Cr. Register October 1984, No. 34pef. 11-1-84; am. (4) and (5) (b),
parent,or to the adoptee after he or she has reaafjedl8, and RegisterJanuary1993, No. 445efl. 2-1-93.
theagency shall also forward that informatimnthe department; _

(c) On receiving aeport from a physician that an adoptee, DCF 53.07 Adoption records. (1) PERMANENCE. The
birth parent or another child ofkirth parent has or may have adepartmengaind agencies shall maintain adoption recpetsna
geneticallytransferable disease, the department or agency stigntly.
disclosethat information directly to the adoptee, if the adoptee is (2) DEPARTMENTACCESSTO AGENCY RECORDS. Agenciesshall
18 years of age or oldeor to the guardian, custodian or adoptivenakeadoption records available to department stab are con
parentsjf the adoptee is under age 18, and tolinéh parent, as ductingsearches or monitoring the agencies authorized to conduct
requiredby s.48.432 (7) (apnd(b), Stats.; and searches.

(d) On receiving a court ordehe departmerdr agency shall  (3) SAFEKEEPINGFOLLOWING AGENCY TERMINATION. Agencies
releasenformation listed in paga) or (b) as specified by the court shallhave written policies providing for retention and safekeep
order. ing of adoption records in the event that an agency discontinues

(4) BIRTH PARENT NONIDENTIFYING INFORMATION. On receiv  operation.The policies shall include:

ing a request from an adoptive parent or an adopted person ove a) A provision for transfer of the adoption records itite
theage of 18, the department or agency shall provide the requesigbieepingf the agencg governing body and frotification
with any nonidentifying social history information about e the gepartment regarding accesthe transferred records; and

adoptedpersons birth family which it has on file, after deleting A ision that if ina bod ist it th
thenames and addresses of the birth parents and any provider df) A Provision that if no governing body exists or if the gov
healthcare tothe adopted person or the adopted pessbinth ~ €/niNg bodydoes not accept the transfer of records, the adoption
parents. recordsshall be transferred to tliepartment for inclusion in the

centralbirth record file.
(5) BIRTH PARE.NTlDENTlFYIN.G INFORMATION. (a) The erart History: Cr. Registey Octobey 1984, No. 346ef. 11-1-84.
ment and agencies conducting searches under an interagency

agreemenmay releaséirth parent identifying information only

to requesters who are 21 years of age or over and whose birth R fiad with tion taken by the d ment d
ents’ rights have been terminatétthis state or who have been>3!Sed With an action taken by theé department or agency fegar
g the implementation or interpretatior this chapter may ask

adoptedin this state with consent of the birth parent or pare h )
beforeFebruary 1, 1982, and only aftée birth parent has filedn;lﬁe secretary oflthe_ departmenthor that pelsdes|g(;1ee_ toawewh i
anafiidavit granting authorization for release of identifying infor € action. Following reviewthe secretary or designee sha

mationor pursuant to a court order respondo the complainant. o
. Note: Requests for a review should be addressed to: AdministEstesion of

_(b) If the department or agency may not under this subsectiffetyand Permanence,@ Box 8916, Madison, Wtonsin 53708-8916.
disclosethe information requested and the requéstan adoptive  History: Cr. Register October 1984, No. 34pef. 11-1-84.

CF 53.08 Complaints. Any requester or birth parent not

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
Register November 2008 No. 635 is the date the chapter was last published.
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