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Chapter DHS 135
HUMAN CORPSES AND STILLBIRTHS

DHS 135.01 Purpose and authority DHS 135.06 Transportation and burial or other disposition.

DHS 135.02 Definitions. DHS 135.07 Disinterment.

DHS 135.03 Responsibility for notification of death. DHS 135.08 Pronouncement of death outside of a hospital or nursing home.
DHS 135.04 Removal from a hospital or nursing home. DHS 135.09 Jurisdiction and duties of coroner or medical examiner

DHS 135.05 Preparation and funeral.

Note: Chapter HSS 135 as it existed on January 31, 1@28repealed and anew Note: For cremation after burial, entombment or donat@énremation permit
chapterHSS 135 was createdfeftive February 1, 1993. Chaptd6S 135 was mustbe obtained under BHS 135.06 (3) (a)

rer:jumbereal:hapter HFS 135 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., and corrections made(lo) “Funeral director” means a person wikdicensed under
unders. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6. and 7., StaiRegister October 1999, No. 52€hapter 445.04 Stats., t h for burial dike

HFS 135 wasrenumbered chapter DHS 135 under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 1, Stats, and ~ S.449. ats., 10 prepare human corpses for burial or r
correctionsmade under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats, Register January 2009 No. 637.  position,or to direct and supervise the burial or other disposition

of human corpses.

DHS 135.01 Purpose and authority . This chapter and  (11) “Gestationalage” means, in reference to stillbirths, the
ch.DHS 136regulate the preparation, transportation and dispogigeof afetus expressed in weeks, dating from the first day of the
Eonl(t)l’]: hfutrl?an Cglr_Psesdand St"“l)lrths _fOtr PUVPSSG?hOf pﬁ]tect:?g T{iﬁ)ther’slast normal menses to the date of delivery
healtnot the public and properly registering geatns. e chap er(12) “Immediatefamily” means, in order oflecisionmaking
is promulgated under the authority 0f89.02 (2)250.04 (7)and priority, spouseadult children, parents, adult brothers and sisters,
157.01 Stats., to interpret and contribute to the implementation d tsand adult dehild f the decedent
$5.69.01t0 69.12 69.18 250.04 (1) 157.01and979.1q Stats, 9'ancparentsand adutt grangchiidren of the decedent.
Nothingin this chapter shall prevent a member of the immediate (13) “Interment” means, inreference to a human corpse,
family from prepari_ng theorpse of a family member for bqrial, burial or entombment in a mausoleum or sgparate vaylt. '
exceptas provided in DHS 135.05 (1) (h)or from conducting (14) “Local health oficer” has the meaning prescribed in s.

the funeral of a deceased family member 250.01(5), Stats.
History: Cr. Registey January1993, No. 445eff. 2-1-93; correctionsnade (15) “Local registrar” means the county register of deeds or
unders. 1393 {2,’“&,@,@33%23;;}3{ ?233;&1;0%59‘ hlo. ax@orrection made e city health oficer in a city which has beeapproved by the
stateregistrar under €9.04 (1) Stats., as a registration district.
DHS 135.02 Definitions. In this chapter: (16) “Notice of removal’ meanthe form prescribed and sup

(1) “Commoncarrier” has the meaning prescribed ‘foom- plied by the department or reproduced fro.m the form pre.scribed
monmotor carrier” in s194.01 (1) Stats., and in addition includes@nd supplied by the department for notifying and recording the

avehicle using rails, air or water to transport persons or propef§movalof a human corpse from a hospital or nursing home by a

P . com . : uneraldirector member of the immediate family or other autho
(2) “Cremation permit” has the meaning prescribed for %ized person.

releaseo cremate in sul{18). B} ) . )
(3) “Death certificate” means the form prescribed and-sup (17) “Registeredapprentice funeral directorfieans a persan

plied by the department which contains siteims of information Who is issued a certificate of apprenticeship undé45.005 (1)

asthe department judges necessary to identify the decedent %%ts.,to be employed as an apprentice to a funeral Fﬂrector
to certify the cause or causes of death. (18) “Releaseto cremate” means the form supplied by the

“ " ; . countycoroner or medical examiner whiphovides written per
ser(\ffizjesDepartment means the Wconsindepartment of health missionrequired unde_r 979.10 (1_) Stats.,_for cremation of_a
. . . humancorpse and which contains information necessary to iden
(5) “Disintermentpermit” means the form prescribed by thfy the deceased, the date and place of death, a description of the
coroneror medical examiner to authorize removal of a humaty;se and mannef death, the name of the person requesting the
corpsefrom a grave or tomb anghich contains items of informa

ion th identify the d d the d d remation,the name of the funeral director or person acing
tion that are necessary to identify the deceased, the date an of the funeral director and the date and time the release takes
of death, the current place of intermehg intended place of inter

; | ffect,andwhich specifies that no authorization is given to ever
ment,the name of the person requesting the disinterment and the wishes of the next of kin.

nameof the person in chge of the disinterment.

(6) “Disposition” means, in reference to a human corpse (19) “Releaseto embalm” means the form supplied by the
gﬁ

N - . untycoroner or medical examiner whiphovides written per
stillbirth, burial, entombment in a mausoleum or separate vayllission required under s979.01 (4), Stats., for embalming a
temporarystorage, cremation or donation for scientific resear mancorpse in the casf a death subject to investigation under
or teaching use. _ _ _ s.979.01 Stats., and which contains information necessary to
(7) “Embalming” has the meaning designated inDHS  jdentify the deceased, the date and place of death, the name of the
136.02(1). funeraldirector or person acting in place of the funeral director
(8) “Fetal death report” means the form prescribed and sugndwhich specifies that no authorization is given to override the
plied by the department faeporting a stillbirth resulting from wishesof the next of kin.
miscarriagepf gestational age 20 weeks or more or having abirth (20) “Reportfor final disposition” means the form prescribed
weightof 350 grams or more. andsupplied by the department or reproduced ftoenform pre
(9) “Final disposition” means, in reference to a human corpseribedand supplied by the department for the purpose of record
or stillbirth, burial, entombment in a mausoleum or separate vauittg the facts of a death and reporting those factise@oroner or
cremationdelivery to a university or school underl§7.02 (3) medical examiner of jurisdiction under68.18 (3) Stats., and to
Stats.,or delivery to a medical or dental school anatomy depathe local registrar irthe registration district in which death was
mentunder s157.06 Stats. pronounced. Thisorm serves as the fadial “burial transit per
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mit” for transporting a human corpse out of state or by comm®m9.0], Stats. One copy of the removal notice shall be retained on
carrier. file by the hospital or nursing home for a minimum of 30 days and
(21) “Stillbirth” means a fetusorn dead, irrespective of thetheother shall be forwarded immediately by tiwspital or nurs
durationof pregnancywith death indicatetly the fact that after ing home tothe local registrar in the registration district where
expulsion or extraction from the woman, the fetus does néteathwas pronounced. No presentatioraafotice of removal is
breatheor show any other evidence of life such as beating of tRgcessaryor removal ofa stillbirth unless a hospital requires that

heart,pulsation of the umbilical cordr definite movement of the noticefor internal recordkeeping purposes, in which case no copy
voluntary muscles. of the notice is forwarded to the local registrar

« . . ” . History: Cr. RegisteyJanuary1993, No. 445eff. 2-1-93.
(22) “Universal precautions” means universal blood and body y gister y >

fluid precautions to be practiced by funeral directors and-regis g 135,05 Preparation and funeral. (1) PREPARA-
teredapprentice funeral directors in removing bodies and prepafoy rorpuriaL oRFORENTOMBMENT. (a) In removing bodies and
ing themfor burial or entombment or for transportation, as recomyaparingthem forburial or other disposition or for transperta
mendedby the U.S. public health servisecenters for disease tjon the funeral director and registered apprentice funeral director
control, to prevent transmission of blood-borne and body fluidgyajjyse universal precautions and otherwise exercise all Feason

borne infections. _ _ apleprecautions to minimize the risk tnsmitting any report
Note: A copy of the universal precautions may be obtained from the Bureau

OccupationaHealth, Division of Public Healtf?O. Box 2659, Madison, WI 53703. 3 le (;ommunlcable d'sease from the COI’pSQ.

Note: Inquiries concerning death certificates, fetal death reports, naices ~NOt& Reportable communicable diseases are those listed DHH 145
removal,reports for finadisposition and disinterment permits should be senitéh V (b) Any member of the immediate family of a deceased person
RecordsSection, Division of Health Care Access and Accountapitiy. Box 309, may prepare the body for burial or other final disposition, except
Madison,Wisconsin 53701. h bal | h ! li d

History: Cr. Registey January1993, No. 445eff. 2-1-93; correction in (14) thatno person may embalm a corpse un e_SSt at.person IS license
madeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., StaRegister August, 1995, No. 47@orrections  as a funeral directpand no member of the immediate family may
0 (4 and (7) madeunder s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6. and 7., Stats., Register January 2009 preparea corpse for burial or other final dispositiontiére is risk

o of transmitting a communicablsisease from the corpse, either
becausea communicable disease was the cause of death or the
individual had a communicabliisease at the time of death, unless

(1) When a person dies, the funeral directoifa funeral diree  iha|oca] health dicer determines thahe risks of transmitting the
tor is not involved, a member of the immediate family of thgceasdrom the corpse are minimal.

deceasedshall present or mail a completed death certificate to the (c) A corpse need not be embalmed wheepared for burial,

local registrar in the registratiodistrict where death was pro tomb o i | itis to be shioped b
nouncedwithin 9 daysafter the date of pronouncement of deattf"tOMoMeNdr cremation un'ess It 1S to be shipped by common
Carrieras provided under pa¢d).

(2) Fora stillbirth resulting from miscarriage and of a gesta d) ; .
. iy Every corpse to be shipped by common carrier shall be
tional age 20 weeker more or weighing 350 grams or more, th%mbalmedexcept a corpse that it is not possible to embalm, a

hospital,clinic or midwife or if a hospital, clinic or midwife was .
! ; ; e corpsedonated to a school for research and training purposes
notinvolved with the deliverya parent, shall within 5 days after nders. DHS 135.06 (2) or when the immediate family of the

the delivery maila completed fetal death report to the local regi ; X .

trar in the registration district where the delivery took place. %eceaseabbjectsﬁ_o embalming on rell_glo_us grounds.l Wheneyer
History: Cr. Registey January1993, No. 445ef.. 2-1-93. acorpse to be shipped lopmmon carrier is not embalmed or is

in a state of decomposition, the corpse may be shipped only after
DHS 135.04 Removal from a hospital or nursing belngenclosed_ln a strong, tightly sealed out.e_r case.

home. (1) HOLDING, PENDING DECISION OF RELATIVE, FRIEND OR (€) Embaiming standards shall be as specified iDet5 136

PUBLIC AUTHORITIES. Hospitalor nursing home authorities shall ~ (f) No one othethan the licensed funeral director and regis

makeprovision for holding a human corpse until a relatiiend ~ teredapprentice funeral director shall be allowedhe embalm

or the public authorities determine what disposition shathhde ing roomduring the embalming except at the request of or with the

of the remains. The hospital or nursing home may cause a b@gymissiorof the immediate family of the deceased. Apart from

to be removed that is unclaimed afteridurs from the time of théseexceptions, the preparation of human corpses for final dis

deathandfollowing due notice to the local healttfioér, unless position shall be entirely private.

DHS 135.03 Responsibility for notification of death.

a longer period of time is required to complete an autopsy (9) Alarge-type copy of paff) shall be permanently fastened
Note: See s157.02 Stats., for disposition of the corpses of persons who have diéd the door of the preparation or embalming room in all funeral
at state, county or municipal institutions. establishments.

(2) DELAY FORAUTOPSY. Except for cases which involve acor (A jicensed funeral directanay embalm and otherwise pre
oneror medical examiner because a death has occurred under cir

ified in <979 01 S h e i di refor burial or other disposition a human corpse in the home of
cumstancespecified in :03 Stats., whenever the immediat&, geceased person ortire home of a relative of the deceased per
family has requested or approved an autpisyfuneral director i

or member of the immediate fé_lm”y or other perS(_)n authotzed Note: When a death has occurred under any of the circumstancesls&.01
removethe body from the hospital shall delay makingréioval (1), Stats., embalming must be delayed until authorized in writing by the coroner or
for up to 10 hours after deatbr, for a longer period of time if the medicalexaminer of theounty in which the injury or other cause of death occurred,

athologistand funeral director mutualgree on a longer period PUrsuante s.979.01 (4) Stats.
gf time %0 permit completion of the aL?t%psy gerp (2) FuneraLs. A funeral may be conducted from the home of

. thedeceased person foom the home of a relative of the deceased
(3) PRESENTATIONOF REMOVAL NOTICE. The hospital or nurs

ing home may not release a corpse to a funeral diggumnber person.
9 y p History: Cr. Register January1993, No. 445ef. 2-1-93 correction in (1) (€)

of the immediate family or other person authorized to remove thede under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats,, Register January 2009 No. 637.

body until the funeral director or other persmaking the removal

presentsa notice ofemoval, in duplicate, to the administrator of DHS 135.06 Transportation and burial or other dis -

the hospital or nursing home or to his or her representative. Tpesition. (1) REPORTFORFINAL DISPOSITION. (&) 1. Except for
hospitalor nursing homadministrator or that pers@epresen transportatiorunder sSDHS 135.07for purposes of reinterment,
tative shall complete, to the best of his or her knowledgeptire areport for finaldisposition completed by the funeral director or
tion of the notice which specifigkisolation techniques should be otherperson preparing the body for burial or other final disposi
usedin the embalming process and shall indicate whether ttien shall accompany each human corpse shipped by common car
deathis reportable to the coroner or medical examiner underrer.
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2. The report for final disposition shall be attached in a strong (b) Cremation of a human corpskeall be considered final dis
envelope to the shipping case when a human corpse is transpguteition of that body No additional permit covering transporta
by common carrier tion of the ashes of a cremated body or interment or other disposal

3. No human corpse may be buried or otherwise finally di§f the ashes of a cremated body is required.
posedof unless accompanied by a report for final disposition (c) No cremation permit is required for cremation of a-still
which shall serve as authorizatiéor burial or other disposition birth.
exceptcremation. Every person in clgarof a place in which  History: Cr. Register January1993, No. 445eff. 2-1-93.
burial or other final disposition takes place shall keep a written
recordof every corpse interred there. A copy of the report for final DHS 135.07 Disinterment. (1) No human remains that
dispositionmay serve as that record. are buried or resting in a permanent vault may be disinterred,

(b) 1. No human corpse ofpgerson who died in Wconsin transported and reinterrathlessa disinterment permit is first
may be shipped or otherwise transported out of the state unlessainedfrom the coroner or medical examiner of the county in
accompaniedby a copy of the completed report for final disposiwhich the disinterment is to take place.
tion. In addition, if thedeath was subject to investigation and €erti (2) The coroner or medical examiner shall issue a disinter
fication by a coroner or medical examiner undes%18 (2) (d) mentpermit, without requiring as a condition the presentation of
Stats. the corpse shall beccompanied by written permission ofa death certificate or report for final disposition, upon receipt of
the coroner or medical examiner to embalm the corpse and cagfyorderof a court of competent jurisdiction or upon receipt of a
outits final disposition. If the corpse is to be cremated, written p&iritten application signed by the person in geaof the disinter
mission of the coroner or medical examiner with jurisdictionmentand by any person listed in69.18 (4) (a)Stats., in order
unders.979.10 (1) (8)Stats., is required. of priority stated and under the stated conditions.

2. No stillbirth delivered in Wconsin maybe shipped or  (3) The disinterment permit shall constitute authorization to
otherwisetransported out of the state unless accompanied bygnsportand reinter the disinterred remains.

completedreport for final disposition. History: Cr. Register January1993, No. 445ef.. 2-1-93;correction in (2)

(c) No human corpse or stillbirtitmay be shipped or trans madeunder s.13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats., Register January 2009 No. 637.
portedinto Wisconsin from another state or territory or frofiora
eign country unless accompanied by afiaidl burial document DHS 135.08 Pronouncement of death outside of a
from the state or territory where the death occurred or from thespital or nursing home. The coroneor medical examiner
federalgovernment in connectiomith a death in a foreign coun of a county shall establish procedures for wihin that county
try. In this paragraph, “fitial burial document” means a burial for the legal pronouncement of death outside of a hospital or nurs
permitor equivalent dicial document provided for ithe laws of ing home.
the state or territory of origin or by tfiederal government, which  History: Cr. Registey January1993, No. 445eff. 2-1-93.
identifiesthe bodyindicates the date and place of death and pro
videsinformation on the cause of death. DHS 135.09 Jurisdiction and duties of coroner or

(2) DONATION OF BODIES FORRESEARCHAND TEACHING. (@) A medical examiner. (1) DEATHS REPORTABLE UNDER S. 979.01,
humancorpse may be donated to a medical or dental schoel arsaeTs. For a death that is reportable unde¥9.01, Stats..
omy department under $57.06 Stats., or to a medical school or (a) If the death—producing incident occurred in the state, the
schoolof mortuary science under¥57.02 (3) Stats. coroneror medical examiner of the county in which theath—

(b) Because all gpart of a donated body will eventually be-creproducingincident occurred shall be sent the report for final dis
mated,the corpse of a person who died insednsin which is position,shall investigate the death and sign the medical certifica
beingdonated for research or trainingay not be transported outtion portion of the death certificate astall sign any release to
of the county in which thdeath occurred until the coroner or medembalmor release to cremate; and
ical examiner having jurisdiction under®79.10 (1) (a)Stats.,  (b) If the death—producing incident occurred outside the state,
hasbeen notified for the purpose of issuing a cremation permige coroner or medical examiner of the county in which death was

(c) A humancorpse donated to a school identified in f@ pronouncedshall be sent the report féinal disposition, shall
shall be transportetb arrive at the school within 24 hours afteinvestigatethe death and sign the medicattification portion of
deathunless prioarrangements have been made with the receihe death certificate anghall sign any release to embalm or
ing school or unless, pursuant td57.06 (8) (a)Stats., a funeral releaseto cremate.
serviceor other last rites are conducted in which case embalming(2) DearHsNOTREPORTABLEUNDERS.979.01 STATS. For a death
techniquesspecified by the school shall be used to preserve thgytis not reportable under 879.01 Stats., the funeral director
bodyand the corpse shall be transported to arrive at the schoohagther person preparing the body for burial or other final disposi
soonas possible after the rites have been concluded. tion shall send the report for final disposition to the coroner or

(3) CremaTION. (@) No person may cremate a human corpsgedical examiner of thecounty in which the death was pro
unlessthe person haceived a cremation permit from the appronouncedwho shall, if a cremation permit igquested, sign the
priate county coroner or medical examiner unde8.10 (1) (8) releaseo cremate.

Stats. History: Cr. RegisterJanuary1993, No. 445eff. 2-1-93.
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