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Note: ChapteiPSC 4establishes procedures to provide the public service cemmis (15) “Upgradingan electric transmission line” means modi

sionof Wisconsin with adequate information on the short-term and long-term enyj; ot ; icai B f ; i
ronmentaleffects ofits actions, as required by thésabnsin Environmental Policy ﬂ/mg an existing electric transmission line to increase its capacity

Act, ch. 274 section 1, laws of 1971 andis11, Stats. to carry current and increasing its voltage, including changing
conductorsjnsulators or structures.
PSC 4.05 Definitions. In this chapter: (16) “WEPA” means the Wgconsin Environmental Policy

(1) “Cogenerationfacility” means a type of electric genera Act, chapter 274, section 1, laws of 1971, antl K], Stats.
tion facility that simultaneously generatekectrical power and HiStOF>2’1 Cr. Registey July, 1995, No. 475911;- 8—1—8(5); am. (1), (6), (9), (13) and
usefulheat from the same primary fuel source. (15), cr. (2m), Registey June, 2000, No. 53f. 7-1-00.

(2) “Commission” means the public service commission of pgc  4.10 Categorizing commission actions.
W'SCO“S'““- . . o (1) TyPelAcTioNs. Type | actions are major actions that signifi

_(2m) “Constructing an electric transmission line” meanscantly affect the quality of the human environment, within the
eitherof the following: meaningof s.1.11 (2) (c) Stats. The commission shall prepare an

(a) Installing new conductors, insulators, and structures. EIS on any of the proposed actions involving a request for com

(b) Adding an additional circuit to an existing electric trangnissionapproval, categorized agge | actions, listed indble 1.
missionline. Thecommission shall also prepare an EIS for actions not listed in

(3) “Distribution line” meansan electric line whose main Tablel that it determines arg/e | actions. .
functionis to deliver engy from a distribution substation to indi  (2) TYPE Il AcTions. Type Il actions are proposed actions
vidual customers. involving requests for commission approval thave the poten

(4) “Distribution substation” meanan electric substation tial to significantlyaffect the quality of the human environment,
whoseprimary functionis to transform the voltage of incomingWithin the meaning of 4.11(2) (c) Stats. Unless the commission
powerto the primary distribution voltage. decidesan EIS is necessarhe commission shall prepare an EA

(5) “Electric enegy storage facility” means a supply facility @7 @Y of the proposed actions involving a requestéonmission

thatdoes not transform fuel @negy into electricity but stores aPProval.categorized asype Il actions, listed inable 2.

electricity or power capable of being transformed into electricity (3) TYPE Il AcTions. Type Il actions are proposed actions
including: Involving requests for commission approval that normally do not

; havethe potential to significantly fg#fct the quality of the human
() A magnetic engy storage system. environmentwithin the meaning of 4..11 (2) (c) Stats. As such,
(b) A battery they do not normally require aBA or an EIS. An evaluation of
(c) Pumped water aspecific fpe Il proposal, howevemay indicatehat the prepa
(6) “Electric generation facility” means a physical plant usegation of an EA or EIS is warranted for that proposaypdlil
for generating electrical power and includes multge@erating actionsare listed in @ble 3.
unitsinstalled over time as part of an overall development project. (3m) AcTioNs NOT REQUIRING ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.
smallgenerators are installed as part of a single, overall projggfally require an environmental assessment except as otherwise
In the case of multiple units at a single site or proximate sites, Hi&erminecby the commission under péb).
environmentateview will be predicated on the total project rather (b) Notwithstanding pata), the commission shall prepare an
thar;urhlftzi)’{ unit . | EA on a proposed action if it finds that:
(7) “ ”means an environmental assessment. 1. Theaction may be a major action significantlfeafing the
(8) "EIS” means an environmental impact statement. g5ty of the human environment within the meaning df.$1
(9) “Humanenvironment” means the natural or phystaft (2) (c), Stats., and that an EIS may be required; or
ronmentand the relationship of people with that environment. 2. The actioninvolves unresolved conflicts concerning the

(10) “kv” means kilovolt. useof available resources within the meaning df.41 (2) (e)

(11) “MW" means megawatt. Stats. suchthat the commission is required to studgvelop and

(12) “Person” has the meaning specified $1990.01 (26) describealternatives to the proposed action, and the commission
Stats."Person” also includethe state of lgconsin and its politi  hasnot studied, developed, and described alternatives in writing
cal subdivisions. by other means.

~(13) “Rebuilding an electric transmission line” meansdi  (4) CATEGORIZING TRANSMISSION LINES. If an electrictrans

fying an existing electric transmission line to increase its capadifiissionline is designed with a combination of the structure height
to carry current at the same voltage, including changargiue  andstrengthline insulators, right-of-way and other elements that
tors, insulators or structures. would allow the lineto be easily modified to operate at a higher

(14) “Scoping” means a process by which tbemmission voltagethan the initial operating voltage, the type of envirorimen
requestother agencies arttle public to help identify major envi tal review under this sectionlimsedn the lines potential higher
ronmentalissues and how they will be addressed in an EIS. voltagelevel.
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PSC 4.10 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 12

(5) REASONABLEALTERNATIVE PROPOSALS. (a) If a reasonable 1. Effects on geographically important or scarce resources,
alternativeto any proposed action specified in su@23.to (3m) such as historic orcultural resources, scenic or recreational
exists,andthe alternative would require review under §ihpas resourcesprime farmland, threatened or endangered species and
aType | action, the proposed action shall be reviewed gp@ T ecologicallyimportant areas.

I action. 2. Conflicts with federal, state or local plans or policies.

(b) Unless par(a) applies, ifa reasonable alternative to any 3. Significant controversy associated with the proposed
proposedaction specified in subg3) to (3m) exists, and the alter action.
nativewould require review under suf2) as a Ypel action, the 4. Irreversible environmentalfetts.
g‘r:%rc))ﬂsedactlon shall be reviewednder sub(2) as a VYpe Il 5. New environmental fefcts.

History: Cr. Register July 1995, No. 475eff. 8-1-95;am. (1) to (3), renum. (5) 6. Unavoidable environmentalfeéts.
tobe (5) (a) and am.,.dS) (b),Registey June, 2000, No. 53&f. 7-1-00. 7. The precedent-setting nature of the proposed action.

8. The cumulative ééct of the proposedction when com

1 PCS;C 4.20 Environmer_wl_tﬁl assessment p;]rocedures. EA bined with other actions anthe cumulative ééct of repeated
(1) GENERALINFORMATION. The commission shatirepare an actionsof the type proposed.

asa concise document that provides a fadiuastigation of the .

relevantareas of environmental concern infisignt depth to per 9. The foreclosure of future options.

mit a reasonably informed preliminary judgment of the environ  10. Direct and indirect environmentafests.

mental consequences of the proposed action. The EA shall 11. Otherenvironmental matters the commission considers

includea recommendation whether thmposed action is a major relevant.

action significantly affecting the quality of the human environ  (e) An evaluation of the reasonable alternatit@she pre

ment,within the meaning of.1.11 (2) (c) Stats., for which an EIS posedaction and significant environmental consequences of the

is required. alternativesijncludingthose alternatives that could avoid some or
(1m) PusLic NoTICE. When it commences the preparatain all of the proposed actianadverse environmentafetts and the

anEA, the commission shall make a diligerfoefto notify the  alternativeof taking no action.

public that an EA is being prepared. The announcement may bgf) A list of other persons contacted and summagoaiments

includedwith a notice of investigation or notice of hearing. Ther other information received from them, including information

announcemenshall describe the proposed action, including regardingwhether the proposed action compligith the regula
mapwhere appropriate, list a commission contact person and ingthns of other governmental units.

catehow comments may be submitted. The announcement shalkg) A recommendation as to whether the proposed action
specifya public comment period lasting at least 10 days, begit‘?equiresan EIS
ning on the date the announcement is distributed. The cemmls(h) The narﬁe of the person preparing the EA

sion shall distribute itannouncement that an EA is being-pre -
paredto: (3) PRELIMINARY FINDINGS. (&) The commission shall make a

reliminarydetermination about the need for an EIS, based on the

(@ Any person with a demonstrated interest or who h ormation collected for the EA under sut2).
requestedo receive this type of information. . . .
b) Area legislators (b) The commission shall notify persons who were provided
( 9 T ) the announcement of the EA for the proposed action, and other
(c) For a proposed actionfetting a local area: persons the commission knows to be interested in the proposed
1. The county clerk and the town or municipal clerk for thaction,of the preliminary determination. Thetice of prelimi

projectareawith a request that the clerks post the announcemenatry determination shall include a descriptiohthe proposed

publicly. action, the preliminary determination whether an EIS is needed,
2. Thecounty town, village or city chief executivefafer in ~@ny significant concerns raised about the proposed action, the
the project area. nameof a commission contact person and the period for comment.

. The commission shall makeopies of the EA available to those

3. L(r)]cal ngws :neldla.. o personsvho request it.

4. The regional p ann_lng co_mmlssmr_l. (c) The commission shadluthorize at least 15 days for public

(d) For a proposed actionfefting a region of the state or thecommenton the preliminary determination, commencing with the

stateas a whole: datethe notice under pa) is distributed.
1. The county clerks in the aredeafted, with a request that  (4) DETERMINING NEEDFORAN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATE-

the clerks post the announcement publicly MENT. (a) When the comment period expires, the commission
2. The county chief executivefigkrs in the area fdicted.  shalldeterminewhether the proposed action is a major action sig
3. Regional news media. nificantly affecting the quality of the human environment within

themeaning of s1.11 (2) (c) Stats., for which an EIS is required.
The determinatiorshall be based on the EA prepared under sub.
EA to develop information for the commissisnise and to deter (2) and any comments received on the preliminary determination
mine whether an EIS is required. Each EA shall include the folfnderSUb'(?’)' . — . . .
lowing information: _(b) If afinding of no significant impact is made, the commis

a) A description of the purpose and need for osed Sion shall enter the EA as part of the case file for the proposed
act(iozw P purp fhep actionand shall send a copy of the EA to each county clerk, city

) o . clerk, village clerk, and town clerk in the area of the project.
(b) Maps, graphs or other description of the proposed agtion’ History: Cr. Register July 1995, No. 475ef. 8-1-95; r and recr(L), cr (1m),

locationand design. ?m. J(2) (d)z(gg(r)o.')\,‘ 1.,5(3% €n7d &3)b{)enum. (4) to be (4) and am., ct4) (b),Regis-
L. . er, June, , NO. . (—1-00.
(c) A description of those environmental factors the proposed

actionaffects most directly PSC 4.30 Environmental impact statement proce -

(d) An evaluation of significant positive and negative, shorteures. (1) GENERAL INFORMATION. (@) An EIS shall inform the
termand long-term environmentaffetts that would result if the commissionand thepublic of significant environmental impacts
commissionapproves the proposed action. In preparing this evalf a proposed action and its alternatives, and reasonable methods
uation,the commission shall consider: of avoiding or minimizing adverse environmentdkefs. The

(2) ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTPREPARATION. Following the
deadlinefor public comment, commission stahall complete an
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environmentalanalysis shall be consistent with thegulations cultural impact statement under32.035 (4) Stats., so th&lS
issuedby the U.S. council oenvironmental qualityl0 CFR Parts canalso servahe functions of an agricultural impact statement
1500to0 1508 unders.32.035 (3) Stats.

(b) Each EIS shall evaluateasonably foreseeable, significant (h) A summary of the scoping process used and the major
effectsto the human environment and significant socioeconomigsuesdentified for analysis in the EIS.
effectsof the proposal and its alternativdsinformation relevant (4) DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS. (a) A draft
to evaluating theseffects is incomplete or unavailable, the EISE|S is a preliminary document, clearly describing a proposed

shall: projectand the alternatives beilegnsidered so that other persons
1. Indicate the availability of the information. canbegin assessing the environmenté&es of the proposal.
2. Describe the informationrelevance. _ (b) Egich draft _EIS s_haII includepreliminary evaluation of the
3. Summarize available, credible scientific evidence that f&formationdescribed in sul(3). -
relevantto the evaluation. (c) The commission shall distribute a copyeach draft EIS
to:

4. Evaluate décts based upotheoretical approaches or
researchmethods generally accepted in the scientific community 1. The governor

(c) For each action requiring an EIS, the commission shall pre 2. Each countystate or federal agency aeach Indian tribe
pareboth a draft EIS and a final EIS. the commissiorknows has special expertise or interest in the pro

(2) Scoping. Scoping shall begin early in the process of pré©Sedproject.

paring an EIS. The commission shall request any person it 3. The state historical society ofis&fonsin library

believesis interested in a proposed action to participateaping 4. The Wsconsin legislative reference bureau.

the proposed action. Scopinig an aid to help the commission 5 Each of the regional depository libraries.

identify all of a projecs relevant environmental concerns aeal 6. The Wsconsin department of natural resources
sonablealternatives. Scoping may be achieved by means of meet _’ . . '

ings, hearings, workshopsurveys, questionnaires, interagency /- 1N€ project applicant.

committeesrequests for written comments, and other methods 8. Any person who requests a copy

and combinations of methods that the commisstmsiders 9. For a proposed actiorfexdting a local area:

appropriate. The commission may also integrate scoping with 5 The public library nearest to the proposed project.
otherpublic participation requirements. b. The county and the town or municipality chief executive

(3) ConTeNT. Based on information obtained from the projecttsicer for the project area.
applicant,scoping, site inspectioospmmission research, govern
mentalagencies and other relevant sources, an EIS shall inclug&;J

r On(lil) eﬁtgﬁzcgtﬂne?nreolg/h;n?irr?g)c;sr‘r?aiigznon and tiecaéd envi d. The Wsconsin department of naturalsources field éite
: with jurisdiction over the project area.

of t(r?? %eAedd ?Sf ;ir?et)iorrloofotggdp:éggze of the proposed action and 10. Fora proposed actionfatting a region of the state or the
. prop o _Stateas a whole:
gﬁ) An analysis tof_thtla E’jf‘)b?ble impact of the proposed action 5 ' one or morgublic libraries whose geographic distribution
onthe environment, including. providespublic access without undue travel.

1. An evaluationof positive and negative fetts on the b. The chief executive fi€er of each county in the project
affectedlocal and regional environmeniscluding the proposed area.

action’sdirect, indirect and cumulative environmentdéefs. ¢. Each regional planning commission and each county plan
2. An analysis of any probabiglverse environmentaffe€ts  ,ing o z0ning agency with jurisdiction over the project area.
that would be unavoidable if the action is approved. ahigysis d. Each Wsconsin department of natural resources field

shall consider: office with jurisdiction over the project area
a. The proposed actianshort-term and long-termfects. J . p ! N L
. . . . . (d) The commission shall notify the public about the ava#abil
b.  Any irreversible and irretrievable commitments ofyy of the draft EIS. The notice shall includelescription of the
resources. proposedaction and of the administrative procedures to be fol
3. A statement of how othexdverse décts could be miti  Jowed, the last date to submit comments on the draft EIS to the
gatedor prevented if the commission approves a proposed actigbmmissionthe locations where copies of the draft EIS are avail
(c) An evaluation of the reasonable alternatiteeshe pre  ablefor review the commissios’ contact person and, if known,
posedaction and significant environmental consequences of tH date ofthe public hearing. The commission shall deliver a
alternativesjncludingthose alternatives that could avoid some aopy of the notice to:

c. Each regional, county and town or municipal planning
ncywith jurisdiction over the project area.

all of the proposed actianadverse environmentafedts and the 1. Any person with a demonstratederest in the draft EIS
alternativeof taking no action. or who has requested to receive this type of information.
(d) A proposed actios’socioeconomic ffcts. 2. Any person who participated in scoping the EIS.

(e) A proposed action’efect on enagy usage, including an 3. For a proposed actiorfexdting a local area:
evaluationof the technicafeasibility of alternatives, pursuantto 3. The nearest public library

s.1.12 Stats. . ) ) ~b. The county clerk and the town or municipal clerk for the
(f) An evaluation of the archeological, architectural and higrojectarea, witha request that the clerks post the notice publicly
toric significance of any &fctedresources. This evaluation shall . 1ha countytown, village or city chief executivefafer in
includeconsultation with the state historical society aé#dnsin. the p'roject area. ’
(g) An evaluation of the &fcts of a proposealction on agricul d. Local news media
ture. If the proposed action magsult in condemnation of farm ' . " -
land, the commission shall coordinate preparation of an EIS with € The regional planning commission.
the Wisconsin department of agriculture, trade amshsumer 4. For a proposed actionfe€tinga region of the state or the
protection. To the extent possible, an EIS for a proposed actigfateas a whole:
thataffects agriculture shall incorporate the provisions of an agri a. The public libraries specified in péz) 10.
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b. The county clerks in the proposed project area, withesmvironmenin a significant manner or tosignificant extent not

requesthat the clerks post the notice publicly alreadyconsidered in the draft EIS.

c. The countychief executive dicers in the proposed project 2. Newinformation about whether the proposed action would
area. affectthe quality of the human environment in a significant-man
d. Regional news media. ner or to a significant extent not already considered inditat

EIS.

(e) 1. Except aprovided in subd2., the commission shall ) . .
allow the public at least 45 days, commencing with the date the(b) SectiorPSC 4.3Gapplies to the preparation of taepple
draft EIS is mailed or personally served, to comment on the drgientaldraft EIS under pa(a).

EIS. (c) Following issuance of the supplemental draft EIS, the com
2. The commission may shorten the public review peridalssmnshall prepare a final EIS. a‘_condltlo_n speC|f|e_d in par
undersubd.1. for cause. If so, the commission shall include in it§) 1- or 2. occurs after the commission has issued a final EIS but

noticeunder par(d) a statement calling attention to the reduceBéforeit has made a final decision on theoposed action, the
review period, specifying the date comments on the draft EIS &@mmissionshall prepare both a supplemental draft EIS and a
dueto the commission in order to be considered in developing'dPPlementafinal EIS.
final EIS, and describing the reasons why the commission decidedSo'y: Cr- RegisteyJune, 2000, No. 53&f. 7-1-00.
to shorten the review period. The commission may also grant rea
sonablerequests to extend the comment period.

(5) FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS. (&) Following

PSC 4.40 Generic environmental assessments and
environmental impact statements. (1) SIMILAR ACTIONS.

. - - N If the commission is analyzinipe environmental &fcts of a
the public review period on a draS, the commission shall pre roup of similar proposedy ar::?i]ons with substantiatiimilar
parea final EIS. The final EIS may vary from the draft EIS ”gffects on the human environment, major change®ngoing
scopeased on comments received ondfadt EIS or other pefti iy which would afect the environment or proposed actions
nentinformation that becomes known to the commissidine  \ynich are likely to recyrit may prepare generic EA or EIS. Sec
final EIS shall contain the information described in <Gh. tion PSC 4.2(applies to a generic EA andRSC 4.3Gpplies to

(b) The commission shall distribute a copy of the final EIS tg generic EIS, unless a provision in either section would conflict
the same persons who received a copy of the draft EIS satler with the purpose of the generic EA or EIS.

(4) (c), and to any other person who requests a copy afrtfe (2) AMENDMENTS. The commissiomay amend a generic EA
EIS or comments on the draft EIS. or EIS, either by reopening the generic docketyoaddressing the

(c) The commission shall notify the public about the availabigenericEA or EIS in a specific case docket. If 8@ original par
ity of the final EIS in the manner specified for a draft EIS undéesto the generic EA or EIS docket shall be notified.
sub.(4) (d) or by including a statement in a notice of hearing.  (3) UsE OF A GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTOR ENVI-

(d) 1. Except as provided in suldd. the commission shalis  RONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. An EA, a draft EIS or a final EIS
tribute copies of the final EIS to the public and announce its-avaihay incorporate portions of a generic EA or EfShe EA or EIS
ability at least 30 days before it holds a public hearing on the psaimmarizeshe relevant portions of the generic EA or EIS.
posedaction. The review period requirethder this paragraph History: Cr. Register July 1995, No. 475eff. 8-1-95.
commencesvith the date a final EIS is distributed.

2. The commission may shorten the public review perio
undersubd.l. for cause. If so, the commission shall include in i
noticeunder par(c) a statement calling attention to the reduce
review period,and describing the reasons why the commissi
decidedto shorten the review period. Themmission may also
grantreasonable requests to extend the public review period.

History: Cr. RegisterJuly, 1995, No. 475eff. 8-1-95.

PSC 4.50 Public hearing on proposed actions.
) DATE AND LOCATION. (a) 1. Except as provided in sub®l,
e commission shall hold a public hearing on a proposed action
r which it has prepared an EIS before making a fiteiision.
ecommission shall hold the hearing at least 30 days after pub
lishing a notice of hearing and distributing the final EIS under s.
PSC 4.30 (5) (b)
2. The commission may reduce the review period prior to
PSC 4.35 Supplemental documents. (1) SuppLemen  hearingfor cause, as provided inRSC 4.30 (5) (d) 2.
TAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT. (a) The commission shall pre  Note: Sectionl.11 (2) (d) Stats., also requires the commission to agi¢ast 15
parea Supplement to an EA iéfter it has prepared an EA butdays.after publishing a newspaper notice of a hearing, before holding the hearing.

beforeit has made a final decision on the proposed action, it idep (b) Concerning a proposed actiohstatewide significance,
tifies any of the following conditions: the commission may holdhe public hearing in Madison. For

1. Substantial changes to the proposed actiosigaificant other proposed actions the commission shall, as specified in s.

new circumstances, that have the potential fecthe quality of 1.11(2) (d) Stats,, hold & hearing in the localitjeated.

the human environment in a significant manner or to a significant (2.) .HEAR'NG NOTICE. In addition to the notice requirements
extentnot already considered ?n the EA. ? specifiedfor a hearing in s1.11 (2) (d) Stats.:

. . . . The commission shall mail a notice of hearingnown
2. New information about the proposed actiopotential to . (@) o
affectthe quality of the human environment in a significant-madterestedersons and others specified iPSC 4.30 (4) (d)
neror to a significant extent not already considered in the EA. (b) Thecommissionmay require a project applicant to place
(b) SectionPSC 4.20applies to the preparation of a Suppleoneor more advertisemengbout the project and the hearing in

mentalEA under par(a). the news media.

. . . (3) CoNDUCTOFTHEHEARING. The commission shall conduct
(c) Paragraplfa) does not apply if, following preparation Ofthe public hearing under this sectias a contested case proceed

theinitial EA, the commission chooses to prepare an EIS. ing, in accordance with s227.44t0 227.5Q Stats., arif the pro

(2) SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. (a) posedaction involves rule making or a propofalegislation, in
Thecommission shall prepare a supplement to a Hil&fif, after accordancevith s.227.18 Stats. At the hearing commission &taf
it has prepared a draft EIS but before it has made a final decisigg|| ofer the final EIS into evidence. The commissionfstadll
on the proposed action, it identifies anytbé following condi  testify about the preparation of the final EIS and the issues it iden
tions: tifies, and may provide other relevant information on the environ

1. Substantial changes to the proposed actiosigmificant mentalaspects of the case that may have come to its attention. The

new circumstances, that wouldfeft the quality of the human commissionshall receive the final Elito evidence. The com
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15 PUBLIC SER/ICE COMMISSION PSC 4.80

missionmay alsoreceive testimony at the hearing regarding the (c) No application for commission approvaleofype | or ype
environmentahspects of the case and the contetti@final EIS. Il proposed action listed inBSC 4.10 (1pr (2) is complete until
(4) OrpER. The commission shall distribute a copy of its ordghe information necessary for the commission to complete an

onthe proposed action to each agency responditigetdraft EIS environmentareview is provided.

or the final EIS, to each party to tpeoceeding and to any person
who requests a copy

History: Cr. Register July, 1995, No. 475eff. 8-1-95; am. (3)Register June,
2000,No. 534 eff. 7-1-00.

PSC 4.60 Interagency cooperation. (1) EARLY cON-
SULTATION. To the extent practical, the commission skalsult

History: Cr. RegisterJuly, 1995, No. 475eff. 8-1-95;am. (1)(intro.), (d), (2)
(a), (b) (intro.) and (c)Register June, 2000, No. 534f. 7-1-00.

PSC 4.80 WEPA coordinator . (1) POWERSAND DUTIES.
The commission shall designate a qualifiedfgtefson as WE®
coordinatorto coordinate and oversee performance of environ
mental impact statement procedures asttier WER require

with federaland state agencies early when preparing an EA @ents. The WER coordinator shall:

EIS.

(a) Act as contact for other state agencies seeking assistance

(2) JOINT PREPARATIONOF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS. The  Or opinions on environmental impact matters.
commissiormay enter into agreements with other federal, state or (b) Participate on behalf of the commission in inter—agency
local agencies to develop a joietivironmental assessment thaenvironmentahctivities.

satisfiesthe requirements of the participating agencies. The com (¢) Determine appropriate categorization of proposed actions
missionshall independently determine its need to prepare an E{@ders. PSC 4.10

(3) JOINT PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATE-

d) Determine whether an EIS is required for actions listed in

MENTS. The commission may enter into agreements with otherpgc 4.10 (2ppr (3).

federalor stateagencies to develop a joint EIS that satisfies the
requirement®f the participating agencies.

(4) ADOPTION OF OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTSOR
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS. (@) The commission may
adoptpart or all of another state or federal ageheyivironmental
assessmerasthe commissios EA if the EA meets the require
ments of thischapter The commission shall notify the public a

(e) Determine whether an E& required for proposed actions
listedin s.PSC 4.10 (3pr (3m).

(f) Ensure the commissianknvironmental review of a pro
posedaction complies with d1.11, Stats.

(g) Determine the proper time periods for review of EA and
&EIS documents under sSBSC 4.20 (1mand(3) (c), 4.30 (4) (e)

requiredunder sPSC 4.20 (1pr(3). The commission shall inde @nd(5) (d)and4.50 (1)

pendentlydetermine its need to prepare an EIS.

(2) ASSISTANCETO APPLICANTS. Any person uncertain as to

(b) The commission may adopt part oraflanother state or Whethers.PSC 4.10 (1)2) or (3) applies to groject may contact

federalagencys environmentaimpact statement as the commisthﬁWEED‘CCgor.din?t?rlggrs %sz}a?%e'l o5am. (1 o)
sion'sdraft EIS if theEIS meets the requirements of this chaptesgi, ey ssr ar oy og) o> No- 475 8-1-95am. (1) (@)Register June,

The commissiorshall distribute the draft EIS and notify the public
asrequired under $2SC 4.30 (4)

Tablel. Typel Actions

History: Cr.RegisteyJuly, 1995, No. 475eff. 8-1-95; am. (2) and (4) (&egis- a
ter,June, 2000, No. 534f. 7-1-00. '

PSC 4.70 Project applications.
TO commissioN. Any person intending to file an application for
commissionapproval of a Jpe | orType Il proposed action listed
in s.PSC 4.10 (1pr(2) shall contact the commission. The appli
cantshall contact the commission at least 30 days before filing,
andat least 30 days before providing an engineering plan to thg.
department of natural resourdésequired under s196.491 (3)

(a) 3. a, Stats., to:

(a) Describe the persantentative plans, designs and timing.

(b) Seek a preliminary determination from the commission on
alternativego the proposed action that must be evaluatedrend .
informationnecessary to complete the environmental review

(c) Seek input concerning othagencies the applicant may be
requiredto contact.

(d) ForaVpe | proposed action listed inRSC 4.10 (1)obtain
informationon commission methods and timing for public noticeg
andscoping procedures.

(2) REQUIREDCONTENTSOFAN APPLICATION. (&) Each applica
tion for commission approval of aype | proposed action listed
in s.PSC 4.10 (1yhall describe the project in Safent detail that
the commission can prepare an EIS meeting the crispeaified
in s.PSC 4.30 (3) Each application for commission approgél
aType Il proposedction listed in SPSC 4.10 (2shall describe

(1) Abpvance NOTICE  bg.

Constructa hydroelectric generating facility at a new dam
site.

Construcan electric transmission line designed for opera
tion at a nominal voltage of 345 kiWthe line is more than
10miles long and if any relatembnstruction activity takes
placeoutside the area of axisting electric transmission
line right-of-way

Upgradean electric transmission line sadtdesigned for
operationat a nominal voltage of 345 kifthe line ismore
than10 miles long andf any related construction activity
takesplace outsidehe area of an existing electric trans
missionline right—of-way

Constructan electric transmissiofine or substation
designedor operation at a nominal voltage greater than
345kV.

Rebuildor upgrade an electric transmisslioe or substa
tion to a nominal voltage greater than 345 kV
Constructan electric generation facility powered by
nuclearenegy.

Construct an electric generation facility fueled by coal.

Constructat a new electric generation site, any of the fol
lowing electric generation facilities: a combustion turbine
facility; a combined cycle facility; or a cogeneration facil

ity.

the projectin suficient detail that the commission can prepare an
EA meeting the criteria specified inRBSC 4.20 (2)

Table2. Typell Actions

(b) Each application focommission approval of ayfpe | or ~ a.
Typell proposed action listed in BSC 4.10 (1pr(2) shall do all
of the following:

1. Identify, develop and evaluate reasonable alternatives to
the project.

2. Include asummary of the applicastcontacts with other b.
agenciesas required under sufi) (c).

Construct,at the site of an existing electric generation
facility, any of the following electric generation facilities
(if not powered by nuclear eggror fueled bycoal): a
combustionturbine facility; a combined cycle facility; or
a cogeneration facility

Construct hydroelectrigeneration facility at an exist
ing dam site.
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Table2. Typell Actions (Continued)

WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 16

Table 3. Typelll Actions (Continued)

br.

fm.

gm.

r

Constructany electric generation facility not otherwise aw.
specifiedin Tables 1, 2, or 3.

Construct an electric erwr storage facility

Increasen electric generatidiacility’s capacity signifi
cantly beyond its nominal design rating, change the-facil
ity’s fuel type, add an additionflel type, or extend the
facility’s life significantly c.

Construct a steam production facility by a steam utility

Construct an electric transmissiofine designed for
operationat a nominal voltage of 100 kg 345 kVif any cg.
relatedconstruction activity takes place outside the area

of an existing electric transmission line right-of-way ¢r.
This paragraph doesot apply to electric transmission
lines specified in Item bg.,able 1.

Rebuildor upgrade an electric transmission line so it is €
designedor operation at a nominal voltage of 100 kV to
345KkV, if any related construction activity takes place
outsidethearea of an existing electric transmission line f,
right—of-way. This paragraph does not apply to electric
transmissiorlines specified in Item hrTable 1.

Constructan electric transmissiofine designed for
operationat a nominal voltage of 345 kif all related
constructionactivity takes place entirely within the area
of an existing electric transmission line right-of-way

Upgradean electric transmission line so it is designed for
operationat a nominal voltage of 345 kif all related
constructionactivity takes place entirely within the area |
of an existing electric transmission line right-of-way !

Constructn electrical substation designed for operation
atanominal voltage of 100 kV to 345 k\This paragraph
doesnot apply to distribution substations.

Constructor replace a coal slutrgil, gas or steam pipe
line or water main facilityif the pipeline or main is eight
inchesor greater in nominal diameter and threenare
mileslong.

Constructa fuel processing facilityncluding a coal gas
ification plant or a resource recovery facility

Construct a liquefied natural gas plant.
Construct an undground natural gas storage facility

Adopt or approve long-range commission plans or-poli
ciesthat would predetermine future individu@mmis
sion actions, if these futuractions may significantly
affectthe human environment.

—

T o3 3K

Table3. Typelll Actions

ac.

ah.

am.

ar.

Constructan electric transmission line designed for
operationat a nominal voltage of less than 100 kV

Rebuildor upgradean electric transmission line so it is
designedor operation at a nominal voltage of less than
100kV. V.

Constructan electric transmission line designed for

operationat a nominal voltage of less than 345 if all vm.

relatedconstruction activity takeslace entirely within
thearea of an existing electric transmission liigt— W.
of-way.

Upgradean electric transmission line so it is designed
for operation at a nominal voltage of less than 345fkV

all related construction activity takes place entirely z.
within the area o&in existing electric transmission line
right—of-way.

Rebuildan electric transmission line #ads designed
for operation at a nominal voltage of 345 kV or less, if
all related construction activity takes place entirely
within the area oén existing electric transmission line
right-of-way.

Constructan electric distribution line.

Constructan electric substatiodgsigned for operation
ata nominal voltage of less than 100, k¥ construct a
distribution substation.

Construct wind—powered electric generation facility
whosenominal capacity is less than 10 MW

Construct a solar—powered electric generation facility
Modify an existing substation.

Constructan electric utility ash disposal facility at
newsite, or construct an expansion of an electric utility
ashdisposal facility at an existing site.

Constructa water well, water storage and distribution
systemby a water public utility or combined water and
sewerpublic utility under s. 66.077, Stats., except as
providedin Item i, Table 2.

Constructa sewage treatment facility by a combined
waterand sewer utility under s. 66.077, Stats.

Issuean order concerning a telecommunications utility
an alternative telecommunicationgility, a telecom
municationscarrier or a telecommunicatiopsovider

Constructor replace a gas, coal sluyrojl or steanpipe
line or water main facilityexcept as provided in Item i,
Table2.

Constructa fuel storagéacility, except as provided in
Item|, Table 2.

Establish utility rates.

Issue securities.

Certify depreciation rates.

Provide utility service to a new area.
Purchase, sell or transfer utility property

Construct utility facility, other than an electric genera
tion facility, not otherwise specified irable 1,2 or 3.

Establish river water power toll allocations.
Establish a territorial agreement between utilities.

Conductan afiliated interest transaction undes.
196.52,Stats.

Conducta generic commission investigation of rate—
makingmethods or rate structures.

Issuean order specifying proper utility accounting
methods.

Issuean order concerning the adequacy of utility- ser
vice.

A docket opened to review a petition under s. PSC
128.51.

Proposedathanges or additiorte Administrative Code.
Proposedegislation.
Formation of holding companies.

Approval of an application under s. 196.491 (3m) (a),
Stats. by an dfiliated interest of a public utility to own,
control, or operate a wholesale merchant plant.
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