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7 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 376.04

Chapter SPS 376

FACTORIES, OFFICE AND MERCANTILE BUILDINGS

SPS376.001 Scope. SPS 376.07 Passageways.

SPS 376.01 Exits. SPS 376.08 Lighting.

SPS 376.02 Fire escapes. SPS 376.09 Standpipes and extinguishers.
SPS 376.03 Stairways. SPS 376.10 Automatic sprinklers.

SPS 376.04 Total width of stairways. SPS 3761 Fire alarm.

SPS 376.05 Capacity of buildings. SPS 376.12 Floor loads.

SPS 376.06 Exit doors. SPS 376.13 Heating plants.

Note: Chapter Indl61 was renumbered chapter ILHR 76 under s. 13.93 (2m) (built and in good conditionFire ladders will not be accepted as
1., Stats. Registey June, 1995, No. 474¢hapter ILHR 76 was renumbered chapterayits.

Comm76 under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 1., Stats., and correcti@te under s. 13.93 (2m)
(b) 7., Stats.Register May, 1998, No. 509 Chapter Comm 76 was renumbered
chapter SPS 376 under s. 13.2 (@) (b) 1, Sats., Registe Decembe 2011 No. 672,

History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225eff.
10-1-74corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., SRegister June, 1995,
No. 474 correction made unders. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatdRegister December 201
No. 672

SPS 376.001 Scope. Under thisclassification are in . . ) -
cludedall factories and workshops (including all places where SPS 376.03  Stairways. (1) Every stairway in buildings
manuallabor is employed), Gite buildings, telegraph artgle morethan 3 stories height shall be enclosed with not less than
phoneoffices, mercantile establishmenthere commodities are gr%%—gh705ugg%;r5¢eg|;tlve partitions and fire-resistive doors. (ss.
boughtor sold, taverns, warehouses, railroad statiexisibition ’ '

buildings, and places where not more than 100 pewssemble __(1M) Monumentaistairs leading from the street floor ttee
for recreation, entertainment, worship or dining purposes. secondfloor or to a basement used for commercial purposes need

History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey Septemberl974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74. notbe enclosed prowded they. aréeetlvel.y. cut of at the _s_econd
floor andbasement by fire-resistive partitions, as specified above.

SPS 376.01 Exits. (1) MiNMUM NUMBER. Every building (2) Outsidestairways heretofore constructed buildings not

andevery story thereof in this classification shall have at Ieastgg)ljgtghdzr:] dziﬁttg)ggz Icnorrllgilggrg will be accepted If properly-con
exits. In lage buildings, or where a & number of persons are BRI . ’ .
employed,gr where ?here is an espgially hazardgtmsdition, (3) Existing inside stairways at a steeper angle than 45° with
additionalexits shall be provided as directed, so asfrékafe ghx?tZOrlzontal, or less than 3 feet in width, will not be accepted
egresdor all the occupants. : . .

(2) Tvpe. The exits herein required shall be either stainwayg (4) All stairways and steps of more than 3 risers shall have at

. X . X astone handrail. Stairways and steps which are 5 feet or more
or fire escapes or horizontal exits (seBRS 375.12 Butin every i, idth, or which are open on both sides, shall have a handrail on

non-fire-resistiveéouilding more than 2 stories in height, at leaglachside. Rails shall be not less than 2 feet 6 inches vertically
oneexit shall be a fire escape or a horizontal exit, unless the builthovenose of treads or 3 feet above platform.
ing is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkleistory: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegistey September1974, No. 225ef.
system,or unless there are at least 2 stairways enclosed with ﬁ%lc—o?rlggggenctifnlmﬁld:dgngﬁéekr3-5931(§g1% (3) 7'6 S;atss?g@tlgterigger;ebégg%b'\é?-
less than one-hour—fire-resistive partitions and fire—resistiv&l’mo_ 672 @ (1392 O 7. °9
doors.(ss.SPS 375.08375.09

History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef. SPS 376.04 Total width of stairways. (1) In a building
1{10_}1;7430”8?'0”'5 mzade l:j”de’ s 131%39(22“2 (g) ; gﬁ‘%ﬁe{ f““g’ 1995, not provided with horizontal exits, the total widbhstairways (if
No. 47 correction in (2) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatsRegister Decem o closed)and stairway fire escapes shall not be less than the fol

lowing:
SPS 376.02 Fire escapes. Fire escapes shall be stairway (2) In ordinary or frame buildings:
fire escapes as described in$8S 375.1%0 375.23 On build Sprinklered. .. ......... 40in. per 100 persons
ingswhich accommodate more than 50 persons above the second Not Sprinklered . ... .. ... 60 in. per 100 persons
story, such fire escape shall be a “B” type fire escape. Existing
stairwayfire escapes will be accepted if strongly and properly fire—resistive or mill buildings:

Fire-Resistive Fire—Resistive Mill Mill Not
Sprinklered  Not Sprinklered Sprinklered  Sprinklered
————————— 30 50 40 60 in. per 100 persons on 2nd floor
plus——- 15 25 20 30 in. per 100 persons on 3rd floor
plus——- 12 20 16 24 in. per 100 persons on 4th floor
plus——- 9 15 12 18 in. per 100 persons on 5th floor
plus——- 6 10 8 12 in. per 100 persons on 6th floor
plus——- 3 5 4 6 in. per 100 persons on 7th floor
plus—- 0 0 0 0 in. per 100 persons on 8th floor and above
but in no case shall such total width be less than
30 50 40 60 in. per 100 persons on any one floor
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(3) Thistable is basedn the assumption that in buildings overided such increase shall not exceed 100% of the number -of per
3 stories in height the inside stairways will be enclosed with netnsaccommodated by the stairways and fire escapes.
less than one-hour fire-resistive partitions and fire—resistive Note: To facilitate calculations under this order in buildings where the same num
. erof persons are to be accommodated on each fleofollowing table shows the
dOOI‘S(SS.SPS_ 375.080 375-09 and that the fire escapes are Ionumberof persons who malge accommodated for each foot in width of enclosed
catedas required by SPS 375.13 stairwaysand protected fire escapes far each 2 feet in width of unenclosed stair

. . . waysand unprotected fire escapes:
(4) If horizontal exits are prowded fmyﬂoor’ the number Frameand ordinary buildings, 20 persons total, above first sforgt sprinklered,;

of persons accommodated on such floay be increased at thes3oif sprinklered.
rate of 100 persons for each 40 inches width of such exits, pro (5) Fire-resistiveand mill buildings:

Fire—Resistive Fire-Resistive Mill Not

Height of Building Sprinklered Not Sprinklered  Mill Sprinklered Sprinklered

2 stories——— 40 24 30 20 Persons on each floor
3 stories——- 27 16 20 13 Persons on each floor
4 stories——— 21 13 16 11 Persons on each floor
5 stories——- 18 11 14 9 Persons on each floor
6 stories——- 17 10 13 8 Persons on each floor
More than 6 stories 16 10 12 8 Persons on each floor

History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225eff.  the stairwaysare required to be lighted. For exit lights and signs,
10-1-74corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., SRegister June, 1995,

No. 474 correction in (3) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatsRegister Decern seess.SPS 375.24nd376.06
ber 2011 No. 672 (2) All gas jets or gas lights in factories or workshops where
combustiblematerial is used, shall be properly enclosed by globes

SPS 376.05 Capacity of buildings. (1) In calculating or wire cages, or otherwise properly guarded. See alS@S.

theaggregate width of exits, the capacity of buildings shall be €575.35

tablishedas follows: History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef.
(2) In wholesale mercantiestablishments and warehousesid /4crecions made under o 1355 () () 1 Stasisier e 1655

by the maximum number of persons employed therein plus &tember2011 No. 672

equalnumber of customers.

(3) In retail establishments, the capacity shall be determined SPS 376.09 Standpipes and extinguishers. (1) For
by allowing one person per 18Quare feet of gross floor area; exexteriorstandpipes, see SPS 375.22
cludingelevators and stairways, and no greater number of persong2) Firstaid standpipes (§PS 375.2por fire extinguishers

shallbe permitted therein. (s. SPS 375.2) in such number as may be required by the de
(4) In cafes, restaurants and taverns the capsieity be based partmentor by the local fire department shall be providedlin
on 10 square feet of net floor area per person. buildingswhere flammable material any other hazardous con

(5) In factory and dfce buildings, the capacity shall be deterdition is present, unless an approvedomatic sprinkler system

minedby allowing one person per 75 square feet of net floor arProvided. o _ _ .
in each occupied space. Note: The term “flammable” is applied to objects which are not only combustible

- . . (i.e., can be burned) but which will burn readily or rapidly
History: 1-2-56 renum. Register SeptemberL974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74. History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef.

10-1-74orrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., SRegjistey June, 1995,
SPS 376.06 Exit doors. (1) Every door which serves as No. 474 correction in (1), (2) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatRegister
N . . December2011 No. 672
the exit from a stairway shall be not more tharf@é distant from
the stairway unless the passageway from the staitavétye door
is enclosed with not less than one—hour fire-resistive partitiogﬁ
andfire-resistive doors (s§PS 375.080 375.09. Every such

door, and also every door which senassan exit for more than 25 usedfor mercantile purposes) where more than 50 persons are

personsshall be a standard exit door as describadSRS 375.24 :
employedor accommodated above the third stexcept as pro
(2) Exit lights and signdearing the word EXIT or OUT in vidgd gelow St prasp

plain letters at least 5 inches in height shall be provided over every -
exit doorway from each floor except the principal entrance on % (2) In every such building where more thangggsons are ac

- P " - : mmodatedbove the second stpgn automatic sprinkler sys
first floor. Exit lights and signs shall be installed as required mshall be provided in the basement and sub-basements, except

SPS 376.10 Automatic sprinklers. (1) A complete
tomaticsprinkler system (SSPS375.28 shall be provided in
everybuilding of this classification (exceptfigie buildings not

s.SPS 375.24 / -
History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegistey September1974, No. 225ef. wherethere I_S no 9“3_’ Wa_lter sypply

10-1-74corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., SRégistey June, 1995, (3) An office building in which one or more of the lower floors

No. 474 correction In (1), (2) made under's. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stat&egister  js ysed for mercantile purposes, shall be classed as a mercantile
ecembper. 0. !

building, except that no sprinklers witle required in such por

SPS 376.07 Passageways. Every public passageway tionsof the bu_||d|ng asare used fo@oés only o )
aisleleadingto or from a stairwayfire escape, or exit door shall  (4) No sprinklers will be requiredn a building of fire—
bekept clear and unobstructed at all times. Whasse chairs or resistiveconstruction whose contents are not readily combustible.

i i : History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef.
seapswould beliable to cause confusion or ObStrUCtlon‘ suCIi10—1—74;r:orrection made under¥3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stat®kegister June, 1995, No.
chairsor seats must be fastened. 474 correction in (1) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatRegister December

History: 1-2-56 renum. Registey Septemberl974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74. 2011No. 672

SPS 376.08 Lighting. (1) All passageways and stairways SPS 376.11 Fire alarm. A fire alarm system complying
shall have lights at the head afabt of each flight of stairs, and with s.SPS 375.2%hall be provideih every factory or workshop
atthe intersections of all corridors and passageways. Where firkere more than 10 persons are employed above the second story
escapesre required, such fire escapes shall be lighted wheneegceptbuildings which argrovided with a complete automatic

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
Register December 20No. 672 is the date the chapter was last published. Report errors (608) 266—-3151.
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sprinklersystem, and except fire—resistive buildings whose COEANloQtE:G For sanitation requirements applying to places of employment, see ch. Ind
ten_ts are practlcally mcombus“b_le' Histor)./: 1-2-56 renum.,Registey September1974, No. 225eff. 10-1-74;
History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegister September1974, No. 225ef.  correctionsmade under £3.93 (2m) (b) 4., and 7., StaRegister June, 1995, No.
10-1-74correction made under£3.93 (2m) (b) 7., Statfkegister June, 1995, No. 474

474 correction made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7., StatsRegister December 201LNo.

672 SPS 376.13 Heating plants. (1) Any new installation or
replacemenbf a heating boileffurnace opower boiler together
SPS 376.12 Floor loads. (1) Floors shall not bépaded with the breeching and fuel room in buildings of this classification
beyondthe safe load which corresponds to the unit stresses spehillbe enclosed in a separate room having a 2—-hour fire-resistive
fied in ss. Ind 53.07, 53.22, 53.24, and 53.28, 1956. floor. The wallsand ceiling shall be of one—hour fire-resistive

(2) In every factoryworkshop, warehouse, or other buildingtonstructionor better All openings shall be protected with self
wherematerial is piled, notices of a permanent character shall g@singfire-resistive doors.
paintedor otherwise prominently displayed, stating the live load (2) Spaceheaters, suspended furnaeesl suspended direct
in pounds per square foot which the floor is designecatey ~ fired unit heaters fired with various fuels may be used without an
Suchnotices shall be placed in full view on each floor enclosurewhere approved by the department. Where suspended
(3) Wherefloors are always used for the storage of some p furnacesand direct—firedunit heaters are used without an enclo

. ; h -gure,all such units shall be located at least 7 feet above the floor
ticular malterlal, the wa]ls shall be marked .to the height to whic History: 1-2-56 renum. and amRegiste; September1974, No. 225&f.
the material shall be piled without exceeding the safe load. 10-1-74.
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