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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

The Safety and Buildings Division is responsible for administering and enforcing rules relating
to the installation of electrical wiring and equipment in chapter Comm 16. The proposed rules
adopt by reference the latest edition of the National Electrical Code (NEC) published by the
National Fire Protection Association and clarify existing technical requirements. The
proposed rules do not contain any changes in the Division’s fees charged for administering
and enforcing chapter Comm 16. The proposed rules will not create any additional workload
costs; therefore, they will not have any fiscal effect on the division.

The proposed rules will not have a fiscal effect on other state agencies or local governments.

The proposed adoption of 2008 NEC will require the installation of tamper-resistant receptacles
and arc-fault circuit-interrupter protection in all new dwelling construction. Tamper-proof
receptacles cost an additional 50 cents or about 80 to 90 cents each. An average dwelling has
about 80 receptacles, so the additional cost to install tamper-resistant receptacles would be
$40 per dwelling. The additional cost for each arc-fault circuit-interrupter unit is $35 and the
number to be installed varies per building. On the average, approximately five arc-fault circuit-
interrupters are needed for a dwelling for a total cost of $175. The estimated cost to install
tamper-resistant receptacles and arc-fault circuit-interrupters in an average dwelling would be
$215. Labor costs are not affected by the proposal.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

None known.
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