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Background

The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) administers Wisconsin’s seed law
under ss. 94.38 to 94.46, Stats. The seed law regulatesthe labeling and sale of agricultural seed. The law
appliesto nearly all seed sold for sowing purposes, including crop seed, vegetable seed for home gardens,
lawn and turf seed, flower seed and native speciesseed. The law doesnot apply to tree or shrub seeds.

The 2009 biennial budget act (2009 Wis. Act 28) made significant changesto the seed law. Act 28 repealed
many outdated standards effective January 1, 2011 and authorized DATCP to establish new standards by rule.
DATCP adopted a temporary emergency rule to implement the new law, pending the adoption of this
‘permanent” rule. This“permanent’ rule isidentical to the emergency rule.

Thisrule establishes standardsrelated to seed labels, seed germination, and seed evaluation and testing.
Thisrule incorporates, without change, seed labeler license fees set by s. 94.43, Stats. (thisrule doesnot
increase license fees). Thisrule will not change seed program costs or revenues.

Impact of the Proposed Rule on State Government

The proposed rule will have no fiscal impact on state government.

Impact of the Proposed Rule on Local Government

The proposed rule will have no fiscal impact on local government.
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