
~TAT.E 0' W!SCONSIH! 
as 

EOARD OF HEALTH 

I, Carl N. Neupert, M. D., Executive Secretary of the 
Wisconsin State Board of Health and custodian of the official 
~ecords of said Board, do hereby certify that Chapters 
H 65" .Platting Rules" Regulations and Standards for Lake 
and Stream Plats" and H 66" Sanitation Code and 
Stream Shore 'lats" of the Wisconsin Administrative Code 
were repeale~ and that the annexed rules and regulations 
(Chapter H 65 of the Wisconsin Administrative eode) relating 
to subdivisions not·served by public sewers were duly 
approved and adopted by this Board on June 30, 1956 pursuant 
to authority vested in said :Boa.rd by Sec. 140.05 (3) and 
140.05 (7)" Wia. Sta.ta. 

1 further certify that said copy haa been compared 
by me with the original on file in this department, and 
that the same is a true copy thereof" and of the whole of 
such origlnal. 

The attached rules shall take effect on the first 
da.y of the month following publication in the Wisconsin 
Administrative Register, as provided in Sec. 221,,026 (1)" 
Wla. Stats. 

Seal 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF. I have 
hereunto set my hand and 
affi~ed the official 
of the department the 
State Ottice Building in 
the OitY" of Madison, this 
2nd day of July~ 1956. 



STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

CHAPTER H 65 
RULES GOVERNING SUBDIVISIONS NOT SERVED BY PUBLIC SEWERS 

H 65.01. APPLICABILITY. These regulations governing lot size 

and lot elevation shall be applicable to any subdivision, as defined 

in section 236.02(?), not served by a public sewer, where provision 

for suoh service has not been mad$. Provision for such servioe shall 

be considered to have been made only if the subdivision will be served 

by a public sewer at the time of occupancy of the first two buildings 

eonstructed therein, or the municipality, town or town sanitary 

district has by resolution or other official action provided that 

public sewers will be extended to buildings within the subdivision 

as they are occupied. 

H 65.02. DEFINITIONS. For the purposes of these regulations 

the following terms mean: 

(1) Bogrd, the state board of health. 

(2) Minimum Lot Area, the area established in section H 6,.03 

as the minimum area for a given situation. 

(3) fr1mary Plat ARBroving-!uthorl1l, the plat approving authority 

of the municipality or town in which the plat is located. 

(4) fYqlic Sewers, sewers, and treatment facilities used in 

connection therewith, which are maintained and operated by a muniei.· 

pality, town, or town sanitary district. 

(5) ~ubli,~.Wat~r SUBBly Sxstems, a water system serving ten or 

more premises of mixed ownership when such system is maintained and 



operated by a mun1cipality, town, town sanit&p.y district, p~ivately 

owned utility, or duly constituted oooper8t1~e association. 

(6) Su~d~v1§ion Plan, a map showing the numbers and the boundary 

lines ot all lots and blocks, Such map may be a copy ot the plat. 

H 65.03. LOT AREA. The area of any lot shall be sufficient to 

permit the use of a sawage absorption oystem of a shallow or deep 

type and be based upon the results of soil percolation tests conducted 

1n accordance with the procedure given in H ~S.06. Shallow absorption 

systems shall be construed as those located within a depth of 36 inohes 

while deep absorption systems shall be those developed at depths of 

more than 36 inches below the surface of the ground. To be considered 

for area reduction, plans of a public water supply system to serve a 

subdivision shall be approved by the Board. The minimum lot areas 

shall be as follows: 

- M1nutes required for water 
to fall one inch Minimum Lot Area - SIt Ft. 

Shallow Deep Private Publ c 
absorption absorption water supply water supply 

Class system system system ..,..U.§tem -
1 Under 3 Under 2 10,000 9,000 
2 3 to 15 2 to 10 14,400 12,000 

~ 1, to 60 15 to 30 18,000 14,400 
60 to 90 30 to 60 36,000 28,800 

5 over 90 over 60 60,000 60,000 

The minimum lot areas specified in classes 1, 2 and 3 may be 

decreased by 20 per cent when the feasibility of maintaining adequate 

separation of wells and sewage system units on lots of such smaller 

size throughout the subdivision has been demonstrated on a subdivision 

plan by means of one-foot contour lines and pre-planned locations for 

wells and sewage system units, and provided building and occupancy 

ordinances of the primary plat approving authority make it possible 

to require adherence to the location of wells and sewage system units 
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shown on the plan. Pending installation ot public sewers, the 

minimum lot areas shown in the table may also be provided through 

use ot two or more lots, it suitable combin&tions are designated 

on a subdivision plan and the primary plat approving authority has 

an ordinance which will permit it to control the erection ot buildings 

on sueh combination ot lots. Two copies ot any subdivision plan 

concerning aforesaid pre-planning arrangements or lot combinations 

shall be supplied to the board, one copy of which, appropriately 

marked, shall be returned to the primary plat approving authority 

if th$ plan is acceptable to the board. 

H 6,.04. LOT WIDTH AND LENGTH. Where not inconsistent with 

s. 236.16(1), stats., lots of class 1, 2 or 3 shall have a minimum 

width in feet at the building site of not less than the number 

obtained by dividing the minimum lot area by 200. Lots of class 

4 or ; shall have a minimum width of 100 teet. 

H 6,.0,. ELEVATION. (1) Flood Water. Ninety per cent ot the 

minimum lot area shall be at least two feet above the approximate 

high water elevation of any lake or stream affecting the plat. 

Where this is a factor, the plat shall show a contour line two 

feet above the high water level. 

(2) Ground water. Eighty per cent of the minimum lot area 

shall be at least three feet above the highest ground water level 

as estimated by the subdivider or his agent from soil boring test 

data. Estimates shall be subject to verification by a plat approving 

authority and the board. Any part of a lot having an elevation less 

than 24 inches above such highest ground water level shall not be 

considered in determining minimum lot areas. 

H 6,.06. §QIL TEST~. (1) Supervision. Soil boring and 
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and percolation tests shall be made or be supervised by an engineer, 

architect or surveyor registered in Wisconsin, by a public health 

engineer or sanitarian employed by an authority approving the plat 

or by a county sanitarian, The person supervising the tests shall 

certify as to correctness of procedure and results. Blank torms 

tor reporting results and providing certification shall be supplied 

·by the Board. 

(2) §oil Boring lests. Sufficient borings shall be made in each 

subdivision to portray adequately the character of the so11 and the 

ground water level. The location of the borings shall be distributed 

as uniformly as possible and shall be shown on a subdivision plan, 

When borings show marked variation in soil or water level at least 

one per each acre of area shall be made. All borings shall extend 

to a depth ot 8 feet, or to bed rock if it is at lesser depth. 

(3) Percolation Tests. Sufficient percolation tests shall be 

made in each subdivision having lots less than 60,000 square feet 

in area to determine adequately the ability of the soil to absorb 

sewage effluent. At least one test per acre shall be made initially 

unless uniformity of soil and absorption capacity is demonstrated 

with fewer tests, the borings for which are uniformly spaced over 

the area to be platted. All percolation tests shall be mad. at the 

depth at which the facilities for effluent disposal are to be installed. 

The finished topography of the subdivision shall oontrol the test, 

depth. For shallow absorption systems the depth ot the test holes 

shall not exoeed that corresponding to a depth of 36 inches on the 

basis of finished topography. When soil borings disclose soils 

better suited for effluent disposal at a greater depth than 36 incnes, 

peroolation tests to determine the feasilility ot disposal of 

effluent by seepage pits may be made. The looation of all pereolaticn 
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tests shall be shown on a subdivision plan. The depth of hole, 

nature of material encountered, and percolation test results shall 

be reported on blank forms supplied by the Board. No percolation 

tests need be made in subdivisions where the lot size is more than 

60,000 square feet. 

(4) Percolation T.2...s1 ~ocedure. (a) Type of Hole. The hole 

shall be dug or bored. It shall have vertical sides and have a 

horizontal dimension of 4 to 12 inches.. A four-inch or larger 

auger may be used. 

(b) Preparation of Hole. The bottom and sides of the hole 

shall be carefully soratched with a sharp pointed instrument to 

expose the natural soil interface. All loose material shall be 

removed from the bottom of the hole which shall then be covered 

with two inches of coarse sand or gravel when necessary to prevent 

scouring. 

(c) saturation and Swelling of the Soil. The hole shall be 

carefully filled with clear water to a minimum depth of 12 inches 

over the gravel. By refilling if necessary, or by supplying a 

surplus reservoir of water, such as an automatic siphon, the test 

hole shall be kept filled with water for at least ~ hours and 

preferably overnight. The soil shall be allowed to swell over­

night so that it will approach the conditions that will exist 

during the wettest season of the year. In sandy soils, containing 

little or no clay, the swelling procedure is not essential and the 

test may proceed, as hereafter described, if the water from a 

second filling of the hole seeps away in 10 minutes or less. 

(d) Percolation Rate Measurement. With the exception of sandy 

soils, percolation rate measurements shall be made on the day follow­

ing the procedure described in subsection (c) above. If water remains 
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in the test hole atter the overnight swelling period, the depth shall 

be adjusted to a level of 6 inches over the gravel. Thereupon, from 

a fixed reference point, the drop in water level shall be measured 

over a 30-minute or longer period. This drop shall be used to 

calculate the percolation rate. If no water remains in the hole 

after the overnight swelling period, there shall be added clear 

water to bring the depth of the water in the hole to a level which 

is six inches over the gravel. Thereupon from a fixed reference 

point, the drop in water level shall be measured at 30-minute 

intervals until two successive readings do not vary by more than 

5 per cent or for a period of 4 hours, refilling the hole whenever 

it becomes nearly empty with clear water to a level which 1s 6 inches 

above the gravel, The drop that occurs during the final 30-minute 

period shall be used to calculate the percolation rate. In sandy 

soils (or other soils in which the first 6 inches of water seeps 

away in less than 30 minutes after the overnight swelling period) 

the time interval between measurements shall be taken as 10 minutes 

and the test run for I hour. The drop that occurs during the final 

10 minutes shall be used to calculate the percolation rate. 

Percolation rates may also be determined by the volume of water 

displaced from a reservoir when the cross sectional area of the 

hole can be accurately determined and the water feeding device 1s 

such as to maintain a constant water level in the hole. 

(5) Igterpretati2n_ In interpreting percolation test results 

emphasis shall be given to the lowest percolation rates for the s~e 

type of soil. 

August 1, 1956 



Mr. James J. Burke 
Revisor of statutes 

BOARD OF HEALTH 
STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

MADISON 2 

July 2, 1956 

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO: 

321 Northeast, state Capitol 
Madison 2, Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Burke: 

As provided in Section 227.023, Wisconsin Statutes, 
I hereby submit a certified copy of Chapter H 65, Rules 
Governing Subdivisions Not Served by Public Sewers, of 
the Wisconsin Administrative Code as adopted by the Wis­
consin State Board of Health on June 30, 1956, for publi­
cation in the Wisconsin Administrative Register. It is 
hoped that the rules can be published in the July issue 
of the Register so the effective date may be August 1, 
1956. 

A copy of these rules is also being submitted to the 
Governor as required by Section 14.225 and to the Secretary 
of State as required by Section 227.023, Wisconsin Statutes. 

CNN:dp 

Enclosures 2 

Respectfully submitted, 

~LX 171· j1~L/lf-'Ltf 
Carl N. Neupert, M. D. 
Executive Secretary 


