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WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 111 

Chapter WCD 22 

WllSCONSIN-IOWA BOUNDARY WATERS 

·wen 22_01 Mlssiaslppl river 
boundary w1,1.ter de
f:l1w.('I 

VvCD 22.02 Sea.sons; limits 
vVCD 22.03 Hook and lln fishing 
WCD 22.04 Rough ns11 
"VVCD 22.05 Uae or hook nnd line 
WCD 22.06 Use of spears 
\VCD 22.07 Minnow nets and 

traps 

WCD 22.08 Set lines (trot lin e11) 
and s L books 

WCD 22.09 use or nets 
WCD 22.10 llouudary, commer·olal 

fishl11g 
WCD 22.11 Recipt·o ily, hook and 

1111 ll'lhlng 
WCD~ 
WCD 22.13 Unspecified fish 

(Sections 29.085 'a'mt 29.17 4,' '\Vis. Stats.) 

W D 22.01 .Mississippi r i er boun<la1·y water defined. For the pul'
l'>OS OJ' hook and lh1e fishing in 'the Mississippi ·Jver interstate bound
ary wate1•s to apply to residents of Wisconsin and nonresid,cnt hook 
an l Lin fish rmen properly licensed tmder s ctions 29.09 iu1d 29.14, 
Wis. tats., all waters from the hi 1:1go, Burlington and Quincy ncll 
road tracks on the east side of the Mississippi river and extending 
west from said railroad tracks to that part of the river following the 
boundaries between the state of Wisconsin and Iowa shall be defined 
as interstate boundary waters. 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; am. 
Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.02 Seasons, limits. (1) There shall be established and main
tained on the int&-state boundary waters between the states of Wis
consin and Iowa, which boundary waters are more particularly de
scribed under section WCD 22.01,~ the open and closed seasons for the 
taking of the various varieties and species of fish, bag limits, size 
limits, possession limits, and other rules and regulations as set forth 
herein. 

(2) A closed season is established for each variety and species of 
fish named herein extending for the entire period of each year except 
the open season period embraced within the specified dates, both in
clusive; and except as otherwise expressly provided, no person or per
sons shall take, catch, kill, or fish for fish of any variety at any time 
other than the open season therefor, nor have in his possession nor 
under his control any fish in excess of the daily bag limit or posses
sion limit, nor below the minimum size limit therefor at any time dur
ing the open season as provided in this chapter. 

(3) The measurement of length of fish shall be taken in a straight 
line from the tip of the snout to the utmost end of the tail fin fully 
extended. 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.03 Hook and line fishing. The following seasons, bag limits 
and other rules and regulations for hook and line fishing are estab
lished. The possession limit for each species shall be double the daily 
bag limit. 
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Kind of fish Open season 
Daily bag limit 

Minimum 
Quantity length 

(1) LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS Continuous 5 in aggregate No size limit 

(2) WALLEYE AND SAUGER Continuous 10 in aggre- No size limil 
gate 

(3) NORTHERN PIKE Continuous 5 No size limit 

(4) WHITE BASS _____ _ Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(5) CRAPPIE _______ • __ _ Continuous No bag limit No size limiL 

(6) ROCK BASS _________ _ Continuous No bag limit No size limiL 

(7) PUMPK!NSEED (SUNFISH) AND 
BLUEGILL __ _ Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(8) PERCH ____ _ _ _ Continuous No bag limit No sizl~ limit 

(9) CATFISH _ _ Continuous No bag limit No size limit 

(10) BULLimAu_ Continuou8 No bag limit No sizr limit 

(11) HACKLEJJACK (SAND Olt SHOVELNOSED) 
STUHOEON --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Continuous No bag limit 25 inches 

(12) Rocrc STURGEON - No open season 

(13) PADDLEfi'lSH (SPOONIHLL CATFISH) --- · No open season 

(14) Romm FISH __ --- - ----- ConUnuous No lmg limit No size limit 

( 15) SALE PROHIBITED; EXCEPTIONS. N 0 such fish shall be sold, pur
chased, bartered, offered for sale, or had under control or in posses
sion for the purpose of sale or barter at any time except legally taken 
and possessed rough fish at all times, catfish 13 inches or over in 
length in the round or 10 inches dressed with head off and tail on, 
hackleback sturgeon 25 inches or over, and bullheads. The minimum 
length for bullheads offered for sale shall be 7 inches dressed with 
head off and tail on or 9 inches in the round. 

(16) CRAYFISH. There shall be an open season for the taking of 
crayfish from May 1 to March 1, both dates inclusive, with no bag 
limit and no size limit. 

story1 1-2-56; r. and recr. Regi.ster, December, 1957, No. 24, et!'. 
- l-58 ; am., renum. (16) from WCD 22.04, Register, December, 1959, No. 

<18, 'fl. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.04 Rough fish. Rough fish, for the purpose of this chapter, 
shall be defined as follows: carp, dogfish, redhorse, sheepshead, sucker, 
eel, eelpout, garfish, buffalo fish, quillback, mooneye, goldeye, shad 
and turtle. 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; re
num. from WCD 22.05 and am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 
1-1-60. 

WCD 22.05 Use of hook and line. (1) It shall be unlawful for any 
person to use or operate more than 2 lines or 2 poles with one line 
attached to each pole and with one bait to each line, except that fly 
fishermen may use 2 flies on one line, or with any fish line or lines 
unattended or by snagging or fouling with any hook, or by means 
other than angling or trolling except as otherwise provided by the 
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WIRconsin statutes or by commission order . It shall be un,lawful fo1• 
a ny person to take game fish of any variety at any time by any means 
other thnn with hook and line, except as provided in this chapter. Five 
lines with one bait to each line may be used for fLShing through the 
iee. 

(2) It shall be lawful for any pe1·son to take, catch, kill or fish for 
fish by mean.a of trolling from a motor driven boat, sailboat or other 
boat while such boat is in motion. 

Hltrtor)'• 1- 2- 56: o.m. (1) and (3). Reglater, Decembei•, 1957, N o. 24, art. 
t-l-6'81 re1i,um. fr1nn WCD 22.0G and am. Reg1'ste1•, Peccmbor, 1969, No. 
48. eft.. 1-1-00. 

WCD 22.06 Use of i:rpears. 'it shall be unlawflll for any person to 
use a spear, similar device or bow and arrow in any manner at any 
time for the purpose of taking, catching, or killing any game ftsh of 
any variei-y, ot to have 'il1 possession or under control any fis):l. spear, 
spring gaff or s.imilar device or bow and arrow in a fl.sh house 
(shanty)'. Rough fish may be taken by means of spears or bow and 
arrow .iti the daytime only . 

.tll11tory1 l - !l-1}6; am. Regl!lter, December, ::1957, No. 24, e.tr . .l.-1-58; re
num. e·rorn WCD 22.10 a,nd am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, off. 
1-1-GO. 

WCD 22.07 Minnow nets aU(l traps. (1) No :person shall set, u.se or 
operate a:ny minnow seine, minnow dip net or. minnow trap other thau 
as specified herein. 

(2) The following deseri'bed gear only may be U:sed for the taking 
of minnows for bait: 

(a) Minnow seines. Minnow seines shall not exceed 50 feet in 
length, 5 feet in depth, and shall contain mesh not to exceed one-h.alf 
inch stretch measure. 

(b) Mimtow dip nets. Minnow dip nets uiied for takin$", catch'ing, or 
killing minnows shall be defined as follows: A piece of netting sus
pended from a square or round frame not exceeding 6 feet in diameter 
or 6 feet square and making a bag when lifted not more than 4 feet 
deep. It shall be unlawful to use dip nets in any manne1· other than 
taising and lowering vertically when fishing. 

(c) Min11iow tratps. Minnow traps shall be of a length not greater 
than 24 inches and a diameter of not more than 16 inches with an 
opening in the tllroat of the trap not larger than one and one-half 
inches in diameter. Such traps shall have sec11rely attached to them a 
label or tag clearly bearing in the English language the name and 
address of the operator. All minnow traps shall 'be raised and the min
nows removed from them at least once in every 24 hours. 

(3) It slrall be unlawful for any persOlt except bait dealei·s 
licensed pUJ;suant to section 29.137, Wis. Stats., to have in possession 
or under control more than 600 minnows at any time. 

Rh1loryc 1-2-56; ronum . . Crorn WCl) 22.08 and am. r-teg>lstet', Deco1n1>01', 
l Srt!l, No. 48, etr.. 1-l- GO: l'. a.nd r•eol'. (3), Regillter, D ec-cmbru·, tn60', No. 60, 
efl'. 1-1-t,1. 

WCD 22.08 Set lines (trot lilies) aud set hooks. (1) It shall be un
lawful :for any person to set or operate more than 8 set lines (trot 
lines) with not to exceed a total of 50 hooks to each Jine and not to 
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exceed a total of 400 hooks in the aggregate, for taking, catching, 
killing, or fishing for catfish 13 inches or over in length, hackleback 
sturgeon 25 inches or over in length, bullheads and rough fish only; 
size limits shall conform to the provisions of section WCD 22.09; -in 
such fishing it shall be unlawful to use any frog or game fish, either 
dead or alive, as bait. 

(2) Such set lihes (trot lines) may be used all year and shall be 
equipped with a metal tag as prescribed in section 29.37,..Wis. Stats. 
Licenses for s11ch set lines (trot lines) shall be obtained pursuant to 
section 29.37,\;Wis. Stats. 

(3) At one end of every licensed set line (trot line) there shall be 
placed and maintained a white flag, not less than 16 inches square, 
with the upper end of the staff extending at least 2 feet above the 
water and numbered with figures at least 3 inches in height con·e
sponding with the number of the license authorizing the use of such 
set line. It shall be lawful to use buoys in lieu of flags providing that 
same are numbered with figures at least 3 inches in height corre
sponding with the number of the license authorizing the use of such 
set lines. 

(4) SET OR BANK POLES (SET HOOKS). Set or bank poles (set hooks) 
may be used for the taking, catching, killing or fishing for catfish 13 
inches or over in length, hackleback sturgeon 25 inches or over in 
length, bullheads and rough fish only, during the period of time ex
tending from May 1 to the next succeeding October 31; size limits 
shall conform to the provisions of section WCD 22.09. •fn such fishing 
it shall be unlawful to use any game fish or frog, either dead or alive 
as bait. 

(5) Each such set or bank pole (set hooM shall be equipped with a 
metal tag as prescribed in section 29.36, !Wis. Stats. Licenses for such 
set or bank poles (set hooks) shall be obtained pursuant to section 
29.36,1,}Vis. Stats. 

History: 1-2-56 ; am. (1), Regi.ster, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; 
renum. from WCD 22.07 and am. Reg ister, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 
1-1-60. 

WCD 22.09 Use of nets. (1) All commercial fishermen conducting ,,
fishing operations shall comply with the provisions of sections 29.34(' 
29.37 'or 29.343/Wis. Stats., whichever applies. It shall be lawful for 
any person prnperly licensed to use the folJowing type nets for the 
taking of an species of fish a1:1 listed under paragraph ( 3) ).--Whenever 

' . 

the size of mesh is mentioned, the measu.l'ement shall be made by A 
stretch measm:e except in basket traps (slat nets). Such measure- W 
ments shall apply to net meshes when in use and no allowance shall be 
made for the shrinkage due to any cause. 

R"12:ister, December, 1960, No. 60 
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(2) 

Type net Season Specification• Restrictions on use 

Seine _______ __ All year Any dimeneione No fishing on Sundays or legal holi-
Any slze meeh daye exce1il from the time the ice goes 

out until ay 1. 
No night fishing except as provided 
in section WCD 22.09 (ll)V 
No operations within 900 feet of any 
dam on the MiBSissippi river. 

Buffalo net_ ___ All year Any dimensions Mua( be rnbled nnd omptiod once nch 
Any size mesh 90-hour pctfod w1l1JSB a long r porlod 

ls gran ted~ the Wlsco11sl11 Co1uierva-
tion Com sslon or its agen ts. 

0 operntjona within noo met or nny 
dam on tho Mlsslaslppl rl vl)r. 

Bait net _______ All year Any size mesh Must he used without lead or leads. 
Not over four foot Must be rnlsed and omptl d once, ex-
hoop front. cept for bflll, c11uh Ol!-hour period 

unless a to::i;er par'lod Is 1irantcd by 
the Wiscorui n Co1111crv11tlon 'ommis-
eion or its agents. 
No operations within 900 feet of any 
dam on the Mississippi river. 

Frame net_ ____ Closed season Any s l~o mesh 110 Must be raised and emptied once each 
May 15 to over <I x B lo b hoop 48-hour period unless a longer period 
Sept. 15 CJ.on L w!t h n sing! is granted 1>¥ ~hn Wisconsin ons rva-
inclusive le1td l:ion Comm'1fll<ion or !ta ogents. 

Nn o.Parntlona within 900 feet of any 
dam on the Misalsslppl river. 

( 3) A commercial fishing season with nets is hereby established for 
persons properly licensed pursuant to section 29.34, Wis. Stats., as 
follows: 

Kind of fish Open season Minimum length 

(a) Bullhead----------------·--·----- No closed season 9 inches in the round 
7 inches dressed 

(b) Buffalo ________ __________________ No closed season 15 inches 

(c) CarP---------- --------·------·------- No closed season None 

(d) Catfish-------------·----------···---- No closed season 13 inches in the round 
10 inches with head off 

and tail on 

(e) Do~fish ____________ ___ ________ ________ No closed season Non e 

(!) Garfish ____________ _______ ____________ No closed season None 

(g) Qulllback __ ________________ .. __ -· No closed season None 

(h) Redhorse ________________ ________ _____ No closed season 12 inches 

(i) Hackleback (sand or shovelnoscd) 
stur~eon ___________ _________ ____ ____ _ No dosed season 25 inches 

(j) Sheepshead _________ _______ ________ __ _ No closed season No size limit 
(k) Sucker ___________________ ___________ _ No closed season 12 inches 

(I) Mooneye, ~oldeye, shad __________ ____ _ No closed season None 

(m) Turtle __________ _____ _____ ___________ _ No closed season None 

(n) Eel_ ______________________ ___________ _ No closed season None 

All others. 'fhe taking o! all other types of fish not mentioned in this seclion or under 
t.hc minimum length or weight prc_:iscribed in this section is prohibited. 

Register, Decembel', l 060, No. GO 
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( 4) Gill nets with a mesh of seven inches stretch measure or larger 
may be used at all times for the taking of rough fish and catfish 13 
inches or over in length. All gill nets shall be lifted and emptied of 
fish at least once in every 48-hour period when set in open water and 
at least once in every 96-hour period when set under the ice, unless a 
longer period is granted by the Wisconsin Conservation Commission or 
its agents. 

(5) No net or nets may be used or operated in any waters within 
900 feet below any dam on the Mississippi river. 

(6) The Wisconsin Conservation Commission may at its discretion 
require supervision of commercial fishing operations and said commis
sion may require the operators of such nets to pay for supervision 
individually or in groups in the manner they deem advisable, and said 
commission shall fix the amount to be paid each supervising warden. 
The conservation commission may also allow at any time one super
vising warden for as many seine, hoop net, frame net (wing net), 
fyke net or gill net operations as it deems advisable. 

(7) The conservation commission or its agents may also require at 
any time any operator of any seine, gill net, buffalo net, frame net, 
bait net, basket trap (slat net) or set line to cease the fishing opera
tions of such net or nets when said commission finds these operations 
are proving destructive to game fish or for any other good or valid 
reason. 

(8) The use or operation of all other nets excepting those men
tioned in this chapter is prohibited in these waters at all times. 

9) Basket traps (slat nets) not more than 6 feet in length and 
1ot more than 72 inches in circumferences, over-all dimensions, and 
with one end thereof closed with webbing of a mesh not less than one 
and one-fourth inches bar or square measure may be used for the tak
ing of rough fish, bullheads 9 inches or over and catfish 13 inches or 
over during that period of time extending from May 1 to the next 
succeeding October 31 and sJ1all be equipped with a metal tag as pre
scribed in section 29.343, Wis. Stats. Such webbing shall be attached 
in such manner that the length, depth or width of each mesh is not 
decreased. Licenses for such basket traps (slat nets) shall be obtained 
pursuant to section 29.343 ,'· Wis. Stats. All such nets mentioned above 
must be lifted at least once in every 48-hour period, unless a longer 
period is granted by the Wisconsin Conservation Commission or its 
uge.nts. "' 

(10) It sh,all be lawfu l for u,ny person licensed pui·suant to section 
29.343 ( 3)}/'W~s. S·tats., to use a trammel n t not more tban 300 feet 
in length and with a m sb of any siz fot· the taking of fish as set 
fo:tth in section WCD 22.09. uch trammel nets may be used jn that 
uart of the Mfosissiµpi river l>etw en the stat s of Wisconsin imd 
Iowa under the jm:isdiction of the state of Wisconsin which Ues wlth:h1 
the navigation channel as estnblish -d by the United States War De
pa1•tment; in Twelv . Mil (Cassville) slough, State Li.ne alot1gh and 
HmTicane Chute in Grant com1t-y. Such trammel nets may be used in 
n h-ifting _manner 0111.y. It shall b unla·wful f:o1· ru1y person to use or 
operate any tramm -1 n t in any mannar exc pt as pi·ovided in th'ls 
i:; ction. 

(ll) No n t or nets of awy ki:n l o:i: set lln s shall le lifted, hauled 
or draWli in any manueJ: betwe n on •-half hour after sunset and on. 
nou.r before sunrise of the following morning, except fo1· the purpose 
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of completing a seine haul with the permission of the supe·rviso1· nor 
shall any net, e.xcept a trammel net, be used in u di·ifting manner. 

(12) A}l ftsherm n licensed und r the provisions of sections 29.~4 
29.37 rlCl 29.343, is. Stats., shall repot·t to the conservation comm1s
sion on blanks to be furnished by ·the carnmi!)sion, detailed jniorma
tion regarding their activities which shall include the numbe1· oi 
pounds and varieties of fish taken, a.mounts returned to .th water ancl 
any other information pertaining to commercial fishing activities re
quired by the conservation commisson. 

(13) No licensed commercial fishe1:ma11 or any member of his er "\V 
or any person in his boat shall have :in his possession any p::m.fiah 01· 

game fish or sport angling equipment while operating licensed com
mercial gear, including set lines, or whil traveling to or from th 
operation of such gear. 

History: 1-2-56; r. and· re.er. Register, December, 1957. No. 24, e.ff. 
1-1-58; renum. from WCD 22.11 and am. Register, December, 1959, No. 
48, eff. 1-1-60; r. and rccr. (2), Register, Decembe1·, 1960, No. 60, 
eff. 1-1-61. 

WCD 22.10 Boundary, commercial fishing. For the purpose of clam
ming, set line and commercial net fishing, the Mississippi river shall 
be designated as that part of the river following the boundaries be
tween the states of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

History: 1-2....:56; renum. from \l\TCD 22.l 2 and am. Register, December, 
1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60. 

WCD 22.11 Reciprocity, hook and line ·fishing. All residents of Wis
consin and Iowa holding a resident hook and line fishing license from 
their respective states, or residents of states other than Wisconsin 
and Iowa holding a hook and line fishing license issued by either state 
may fish in any of the waters lying between the Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul railway tracks on the Iowa side of the river and the 
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy railway tracks lying on the Wiscon
sin side of the river during the open season for hook and line fishing. 
This reciprocity does not apply to clammers or commercial gear 
operators. 

Ht .. tory: 1-2-56; am. Register, December, 1957, No. 24, eff. 1-1-58; re
r~{~i;/rom WCD 22.13 and am. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 

WCD 22.12 Illegal fish. All illegal fish which are taken and cannot 
be returned alive or unharmed to the water shall be turned over to /\ 
the conservation commission or its duly authorized agents. No person 
shall at any time throw into the boundary waters any dead fish or 
part thereof, but each fisherman shall bring to shore at his base of '· 
operations all such dead fish and parts thereof. / 

History: Cr. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60:._--

WCD 22.13 Unspecified fish. Any species of fish not specified in 
this order shall be governed by the inland regulations. 

History: Cr. Register, December, 1960, No. 60, eff. 1-1-61. 
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