
ORDER OF THE 
WISGONSIN BOARD OF EXA1\JlINERS IN OPTOMETRY 

ADOPTING, Al'1ENDING OR REPEALING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in Wiseonsin Board of 

Examiners in Optometry by seetion 153.03(4) Wis~ Stats., the 

said Board hereby repeals, amends, and adopts rules as follows:. 

Seetions 1.01 to 10.23 of the Rules of Board of Examiner 

in Optometry are repealed. 

Seetions 1.01 to 8.08 or the Rules of Board of Examiners 

in Optometry are adopted to read: 

(Hear set forth'.·the text of the seetions 
ereated) 

The rules, amendments, and reapeals eontained herein 

shall take effeet on Aprill, 1962, as provided in seetion 

, 1962 

SEAL 



STATE OF WISC ONSIN) 
ss 

DEPT. OF BOARD OF EXAl'UNERS IN OPTOMETRY) 

TO ALL TO WH01VI THESE PRESENTS SHALL C01VYE, GREETINGS: 

I, N. E. W. LENZ, Secretary of the Board of Examiners 

In Optometry, and custodian of the official records of said 

board, do hereby certify that the annexed rules and regulations 

relating to Optometry, were duly approved and adopted by this 

board on thi s -third day of ~4'e brua.:ey , 1962. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by 

me with the original on.file in this board and that the smae is a 

true copy thereof, and of the ltJhole of such original. 

SEAL 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 

set my hand and affixed the official 

seal of the department at the Capitol, 

in the, city of Madison, this third 
C'::"";''--_ 

day of February A.D., 1962. 

-Id~
< '/J ~)i~" J ,0-,/7 [J-\ 
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I'lISCONSIN ADNINISTRATlVE CODE 

Rules of 

Eoard of Examiners in Optometry 

Chapter opt 1 

PRAC'rICE OF OP'fONETRY 

1 Opt. 1.01 Defini tions a,nd interpretatioQ..§.. (1) The operation 

2 of devices for remedial or corrective purposas shall ba considered 

3 as il1cluded under the term "Mechanical Therapy". 

4 (2) The measurement for, and the fitting and adapting of 

5 contact lenses and other visual aids, shall ba eonsidered the 

6 practice of optometry. 

7 opt 1.02 Change of address. It shal1 be the responsibility 

G of each licensed optometrist to keep the board informed of his 

9 eurrent address and place of practice. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Chapter Opt 2 

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOARD 

Opt 2.01 Procedure. Uniess otherwise spe~ified, Demeterls 

14 Nanual of Parliamentary Lawand Procedure shall be the guide for 

15 all business meetings of the board. 

16 opt 2.02 Officers. The officers of this board shall be a 

17 president, vice president and secretary who shal1 be elected at 

18 the fall meeting of the board. 

19 opt 2.03 Delegate. The board may elect a delegate or delegates 

20 to the annual meeting of the international association of boards of 

21 examiners in optometry and may remunerate such delegate in ac-

22 cordanee with the law. 
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1 QP..t 2 .Q~ Vou,gher§..:.. All vouellers for expenses, salaries ;;tnd per 

;.~ cliem must be signed by the presiden,t and the secretary of the board. 

3 O~t 2.02. Membershiv in international associatio~. The board 

4 may maintain an active paid membership in the international 

5 assoeie,tion of boards of examiners in optometry and the seeretary 

6 s11,1.11 submit vouellers for the anntlal d'l1.es thereof'. 

7 

8 

Chapter Opt 3 

APPLICATIONS FOR STANDARD EXAIvlINATIONS 

9 Opt 3.01 Applieation reguirements 
Opt 3.02 ~pp1icant's fee 

'7.0 

Il 0Rt 3.01 ARplieation r~tl irell~nts. App1ieants for standard 

12 examinations must present: (1) An applieation properly filled out 

13 on a form approved by the board and furnished by the seeretary. 

14 Failure of an applicant to give eomplete and correet answers to El-ll 

15 questions on the applieation may be considered as eoustitutin.g 

16 sufficient reason for rejeetion of the applieation or for revocation 

17 after the lieense is issued. 

:8 (2) A eertified transcript of credits of an optometrie eollege 

19 approved by this board, exeept as follows: 

20 Beeause some optometrie students are granted deferments from 

21 military service to enable them to fini.sh eollege and, beeauae some 

22 of these students will be ealled into military service immediately 

23 after graduation ~vi thout an opportuni ty to ",'ri te the state board 

24 examinations, and beeause military regulations require that an 

25 optometrist possess a 1ieense in some state if he is to be eligible 

~6 to serve the armed forees as an optometrist, The \liseonsin Board of 

27 Bxaminers in Optometry ma.y perrnit senior students to "'Tite the last 
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1 examination preceding the dai;e of craduation. 

2 Students desiring to take advanta(!e of the e,bove policy, ,shal1 

3 obtain and present written approval from the college, as weIl as a 

4 statement from the college, verifying the fact that the student is 

5 seheduled to graduate on the stated date, and that his college 

6 record is such that, if maintained, he 'vill graduate on 'that date. 

7 If possible, those entering rnilitary service should present evidenee 

8 to substantiate that facto 

9 Although this policy has been adopted prirnarily for those 

, 0 entering service, the bO,'ard may e,ceept any student under this policy 

'.1 if he has the approval and consent of his eollege authori ties and if, 

12 in the opinion of this board, the eircumstances warrant the action. 

'3 The board may establish limits as to time, eligibi1ity, etc., 

.4 ii the privilege hereby granted is abused, or if such beeornes neces

~'-5 sary for any other reason. 

16 'l'he board mayaccept or reject any such apIIlication. 

17 'fhe awarding of a Iicense to practice to a successfuI candidate 

l8 will be postpaned until the time he wouId have received his license 

19 had he taken the examination in the conventional manner. 

20 (3) A certified record of high school credits and of pre-

21 optometric college credits. 

22 (4) A recent unmounted identification photograph attached to 

23 the application 

24 ~t 3.02 Applfcant l s fee. (1) The examination fee shal1 

25 accompany the application. 

S (2) Evidenee to substantiate elaims of resideney must be 

?.7 submitted. 
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1 Chapter Opt 4 

2 EXAllINATION OF APPLICANTS 

3 (jpt 4.01 l.ime and P...!..t1:ll. The board of examiners shal1 fix a 

4 time and place for the eiarnination. 

5 ili2L4.02 Upa,Y.1.,I-!.Q.!illd assistan~ .• An applicant who gives or 

6 reeeives unauthorized assistanee during the ~.,ri tten, oral or elinieal 

7 examination sha11 be disrnissed from the examination. Future eon-

S sideration of such dismissal shall be in the diseretion of the' .board. 

9 Opt 4.03 ControIs. Time limits and other neeessary controIs 

10 may be announeed by the president of the board or examiner prior 

i.l to the examinations • 

. L2 opt 4.04 Clinieal examination. The board may eonduet a 

13 praetieal clinieal examination if deemed advisable. This ex-

:.4 amination may be eondueted in eonjunetion ,vi th the regular and 

Ir::; 'vri tten examination or may be held later at a time and place an-

16 noutleed by the president of the board. The board may admit all 

17 a.pplicants to this practieal examination or may limi t i tto only 

;.[: those ,.,ho ,vere sueeessful in the wri tten examination. The practieal 

19 examination may eonsist of an aetual demonstration of the appli-

20 eant's ability to perform all or part of an optometrie examination 

21 w'i th the aeeompanying phases of optometrie service and wri tten and 

22 oral examination as the board sees fit. 

23 Opt 4.05 Grading method. Bach subjeet shall be graded on the 

24 basis of 100 points for a perfect paper. (1) The same basis shall 

25 apply to elinieal and oral examinations. 

26 (2) bach question shal1 be of equal value unIess otherw'ise 

27 indieaied on the examination papere 
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1 opt 1.06 Pass~n~ grade~. (1) To pass the written examination, 

2 each applicant must have an average grade of 80 and no grade lower 

3 than 75. 

4 (2) To pass the clinical examination, each applicant must have 

5 an average grade of 80 \'J'i th no grade lO''ler than 75. 

6 Opt ~.07 Instructi~ to be follo~. eredit shall be denied 

7 on any question if examination instructions are not fo llo'ved, and 

8 applicants shall answer only the indicated number of questions. 

9 Opt 4.08 Failure and review. In case of fai~ure of an appli-

}.O eant, ali ''li'itten papers graded belo,., 75 and all c1inical examina

}l ·tions graded below 80 shall be revie,.,ed by the boa,rd or by 2 members 

12 designated by the president. 

;3 apt 4.09 imnouncement of resul ts. No examination resul ts 8hall 

J4 he announc~d except by the secretary and with the approval of the 

} ,,; president and only after all papers are graded and the results ha.ve 

16 been made known to the board members. 

17 O~t 4~10 Added training. The board may demand that applicants, 

18 ~ho fail the examinations twice, present proof of further training 

19 acceptable to the board before appearing for any succeeding exam-

20 inations. 

21 

22 

Chapter opt 5 

APPLICATION FOR LICENSING BY RECIPROCITY 

23 Opt 5.01 Application. An application on a form approved by the 

24 board and furnished by the secretary must be submitted by the 

25 applicant. 

26 Opt 5.02 'vaiting period. Application for licensing by reci-

27 proc i ty shall be on file wi th th~ secret.ary of the bo ard 6 months 
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1 bafore the examination. The board sha11 aeqept or rejeet the ap-

2 plication at the first regular meeting following this 6 month period. 

3 opt 5 .03 Reeip~:9ci ty examinations. All rules of the standard , 

4 examination and grading procedures shall apply to reeiprocity 

5 examina ti ons '. 

6 

7 

Chapter Opt 6 

ISSUANCE OF LICENSE 

8 gnt 6 ."Q!.bg~1.l..J2!'.~ct~0l.' Lieensee s shall be pri vileged to 

9 begin practice as soon as they are notified by the seeretary that 

10 they passed the examina'bions and ,'rill be issued a lie ense. 

Il ,9pt 6.02 Certifill.te eharge. The small certificate shall be 

12 issued to the lieensee ,,,i thout charge, or he may have the large 

13 eertificate upon payment of $10.00. 

-', ;1 
". " 0Et 6.03 ape certificate. Onlyone eertiiicate shall be issued 

J. ') to each lieensee. 

16 QQt 6~04 Duplieate certifieates. Duplicate certificates may 

17 1.>e obtained from, the secretary of the board. upon payment of $10 • .00 

IS and the return of the original certificate or submission of a sworn 

19 statement that the original was destroyed and is no longer in 

20 existence. 

21 Chapter opt 7 

22 UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 

23 Qnt 7.01 Inspection. Information concerning place and mode of 

24 practice shall be furuished to the board by any lieensed optometrist 

25 when such is requested, and every optometrist shall permit the in-

26 spection of his offiee and equipment during office hours by any 

27 board member 01' representative of the board. 
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1 gpt 7 .g_A~fill.d:,;iJm~ill viol~.cu:. Optometrists who are 

2 affiliated in any mannar ,vi th thos e who violate a.ny portion of the 

3 optometry la.,., 01' the rules of the board ,vill be considered as 

4 partieipating in the violation. 

5 Opt 7 e03 Im"proper use_2,.f ii tle. It sha11 be unprofessional 

6 eotiduct for an optometrist to use the 'title "Doctor" in printed 

7 form unl~ss he has actually been granted the title of doctor of 

8 (j'ptometry by an optometrie eollege and unIess he indieates that he 

9 :j.; an optometrist. 
I 

2~2~_04-lli-niI!!1lll.L~.~ip.lliJm.. In the absence of eompe11ing 

II ~2asons to the contrary, it shal1 be eonsidered unprofessional 

~.2 c;Jnduet for an optometrist to fail to make the fol1o,ving minimum 

l3 examination in all cases and keep a permanent record thereof: 

14 
14a 
15 
15a 
16 
l6a 
1'7 
17a 
18 
ISa. 
19 
19a 
20 
20a 
21 
2la 
22 

(1) 
(2) 

~~~ 
(5 
(6 
(7 
(8 ' 
(9 

(10) 
(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 

Complete ease history. 
ViSual aeuity at far and at near. 
(a) Unaided. 
(b) ~ith last correction. 
Detailed report of the external examination. 
Ophthalmoscopie examination (Nediaj Fundi, Blöod vesseIS, 
DisdS. 
Corneal curvatures. 
Retinoseopy. 
Amp1itude of eonvergence and accommodation 
Phorias and duetions 
Subjective findings, far and near. 
Fusion. 
stereopsis. 
Color vision. 
Visual fields (confrontation). 
Prescription and visual aeuity abtained, far and near. 

23 _.QQt 7.05 Veriiieation. It shall be unprofessional conduet for 

24an optametrist to fail to verify before delivery the accuracy with 

25 ''Thich the preseriptions prepared by him are compaunded. 

26 opt. 7.06 Unprofessional praetiees. The follo,fing practices, 

27 Bmong others, eonstitute unprafessionaI eonduet: 
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1 (1) The use of bold faee type or any other means of attempting 

2 to attract special a:.tention to himself in any telephone or other 

3 public directory. 

4 (2) The use of s.tn,tionery ~md professional cards contain:i,.ng 

5 other than the names, titles, office hours, location and telephone 

6 number. 

'( 
• (3) The use by an optometrist, on his stationery, card or 

8 printed matter, of a multipIe title. (e.g., optometrist-optician; 

9 j e"Teler-optometr~st; etc. rhe illustrations are not meant to be 

~"O exc 1 usi ve. 

11 (4) The use of the 'Ütle optometrist or other referenee to his 

12 profession in the advertising of hearing aids or other artieles. 

13 (5) Failure to have or inability to operate adequate equipment 

14 and instruments in good w'orking order and of such a charaeter as is 

15 necessary to make the minimum examination as specified in Sectian 

16 7.04 of this code. 

17 (6) (rhe use of any advertising, by ,.,haiiever media, eontaining 

If other than the name of the duly licensed optometrist, his title, 

19 office hours, loeation or place of pr"actice, telephone number and 

20 any one specialty. 

'"n (7) The use or representation of eyes, or glasses, or show cases 

22 or ,'linda,., displays, or ophthalmic equipment as advartis ing. 

23 Chapter opt 8 

24 PROCEDURE 

25 Opt 8.01 Petiiions for "promulrration of arule. (1) FORH. 

)~ p~titions must be in written form. 

27 (2) CONTENT. All petitions shal! contain a statemant of the 
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1 rule desired, the purpose of the rule, detailed reasons for adoption 

2 of the rule, and details of any specifie or, general cases in w:hich 

3 it sha11 apply. 

4 (3) PROCEDURm FOR SUBIv1ISSION. All petitions must be presented 

e: I 
! -jj el the secretary of the board in ,.,ritten form. 

6 (4) PROCEDURE ]'OR CONSIDERNfION. Petitions ,vill be considered 

7 I 
[: -f) the first subsequent meeting of the board. 

(> 
0 (5) PROCEDURE FOR DISPOSITION. Petitions ml3.y be granted by 

9 majority vote of the entire board. 

10 .Qpt 8.02 Petitiog.§. for amendments of a. rule. (1) The form, 

11 eontent, procedure for submission, cortsideration and disposition' 

12 shall be the same as for promUlaation ~f arule. 

13 9Ft 8.03.Petitions fo:!:' ,repea1 of a r!:lle. (1) FORM. Petitions 

14 must be in written form. 

15 (2) CONTENT. Petitions shall contain a statement of the rule 

16 in etfeet, objeations to the rule l?vnd weaImess of the present rule, 

17 and the effeets of repealing the rule. 

18 (3) PROCEDDRE FOR SUBMlsSION.. Peti tions for repea1 from 

19 persons not members of th~ board must be presented to the pre~ident 

20 01' secretary of the board at least 30 days prior to the meeting date 

21 (4) PROCEDURE FOR CONSIDERNfION. Fetitions ,vill ba considered. 

22 at the first subsequept meeting of the board. 

23 (5) PROCEDURE FOR DISPOSITION. (a) Rules may be repealed by 

24 vote of the entira board. (b) Final action may be postponed pend-

25 ing further investigation or hearings orfor consultation with the 

26 offiee of attorney general, 

27 ~8.04 Petitions for declaratorv rulings as·to the 

28 applicabi1ity --2U_lillecific .. rule. (1) FORH. Petitions must 
-
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1 ba in writteq form. 

) (2) CONTENT. A petitian must contain the fo11o,ofing: 

3 (a) staternent of rule involved. 

4 (b) j" complete staternent containing all details and facts of 

5 the specific case. 

6 {e} The efteets of the rule on this case. 

7 (3) PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION. All petitions must be presented 

8 to the secretary of the board in written form. 

9 (4) PROC~DURE IDDR CONSIDERATION. The secretary may: (a) Issue 

lO a cleclaratory ruling based on past decisions and interpretations. 

Il . (b) Consult the board. 

12 (c) Consult the office of attorney general. 

13 (5) PROCEDURE. FOH. DISPOSITION. The secretary of the board. shall 

14 i.uf,:)]~m the petitioner in writing of the offieial ru1ing and, if the 

15 petitioner request, the matter shall be referred to the bo~rd for 

16 further consideration. 

17 ftpt 8.05 Procedure governing pleadi~ (1) FORN. Pleadings 

18 shall be in written form. 

19 (2) CONTENT. (a) '1'he complaint sha11 conta.-in a plain staternent 

20 of the cause of the complaint, naming the' person Dr persons eom-

21 plained against, ,vi th a reference to the appIieable rule of the 

22 hoard or law governing the same and the demand for ~,ppr.opriate 

23 action by the hoard. 

24 (b) The ans,v-er, other than admissions of the allegations of the 

25 complaint, shall stata the defense of the respondent ine1uding 

?6 mitigating eireumstanees, if any. 

27 (c) All pleadings must be verified unIess an admission of the 
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, 
1 allegations may subject a party to prosecution for a felony. 

2 (3) Fl~iNG. Three copies of all 6r~gina1 pro~e'1dings shall 

3 be fi1ed with the secretary of the board. 

4- p.p.1~.:96 Procedure fOl' service of notice. (1) FORN. All 
i \ f t j 

5 notiees sha11 be in written form. 
• : I 

6 (2) CONTENT. All notices sha11 clearly state the time, place 

8 (3) NqTICE AND SERVICE. Notice E),nd service shal1 cqnform to 

9 section 153.09 (1), 1Ti~consin Statutes~ 

10 Ovt 8.07 Prehearing conferen~o Prehearing confereoces to 

Il determine the advisability or neeessity of hold{ng' a formaI hearing 

12 may be held at the convenienee of the parties and shal1 be con ... 

13 ducted by such memb.er or members of the boara a,s ma.y be designated 

14 by the board for such purpose. li. reeord shall be kept and pre~ 

15 served of any agreement as to the issues or stipulation or ad-

16 mission ot fact wh~ch may be mad,e at sueh conferen~e. Such r,ecord 

17 sna11 be ,attached to the fi1e and constitutea part of the offieial 

18 reeord of the case. 

19 ppt 8.08 Procedure and practice. Procedure and practice sha11 
I 

20 conform with section 153.09 (1), Visaonsin statutes. 

21 

22 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Il -

\ 
\ 


