
CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION) 
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS ) 

TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Robert T. Huber, Chairman of the Highway Commission, and custodian 
of the offieia1 records of said Commission, certify that the annexed ru1es 
and regu1ations, re1ating to the contro1 of outdoor advertising, were du1y 
approved and adopted by this Commission on August 9, 1972. 

I further certify that said copy has been eompared by me with the 
origina1 on fi1e in this Commission and that the same is a true eopy 
thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand in the City of Madison, 
this flJ of l~)(1 ui;)-\:"--- , A.D. 1972 
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19.02 Clear vision areas: 

Requirements for the preservation of unobstrueted driver vision are estab
lished by Subseetions 86.191, 84.30(4)(b), Statutes, and by these rules. 
No sign shall exist or remain in non-eonformanee with those requirements. 

Hy 19.03 Direetional and other offieial signs: 

The following standards apply to direetional and other offieial signs and notiees 
whieh are ereeted and maintained within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the right
of-way of a highway on the Interstate or Federal-aid primary systems, and whieh 
are visible from the main traveled way of such highway. These standards do not 
apply to direetional and other offieial signs ereeted on the highway right-of-way. 

1) Definitions: 

a) "Seenie area" means any area of partieular seenie beauty or historieal 
signifieanee as determined by the Federal, State, or loeal offieials 
having jurisdietion thereof, and ineludes interests in land whieh have 
been aequired for the restoration, preservation, and enhaneement of 
seenie beauty. 

b) "Parkland" means any publiely owned land whieh is designated or used as 
a public park, reereation area, wildlife or waterfowl refuge or historie 
site. 

e) "Direetional and other offieial signs and nodees" ineludes only offi
eial signs and notiees, public utility signs, service elub and religious 
notiees, public service signs, and direetional signs. 

d) "Offieial signs and notices" means signs and notiees ereeted and main
tained by public offieers or public ageneies within their territorial or 
zoning jurisdietion and pursuant to and in aeeordanee with direction or 
authorization eontained in Federal, State, or loeal law for the purposes 
of earrying out an offieial duty or responsibility. Historieal markers 
authorized by State lawand ereeted by State or loeal government ageneies 
or nonprofit historieal soeieties may be considered offieial signs. 

e) "Public utility signs" meane warning signs, informational signs, notiees, 
or markers whieh are eustomarily ereeted and maintained by publiely or 
privately owned public utilities, as essential to their operations. 

f) "Service Club amd religious notices" me ans signs and notiees, whose 
ereetion is authorized by law, relating to meetings of nonprofit service 
elubs or eharitable assoeiations, or religious serviees, whieh signs do 
not exeeed 8 square feet in area. 

g) "Public service signs" means signs loeated on sehool bus stop shelters, 
whieh signs--

I), Identify the donor, sponsor, or eontributor of said shelters; 



2) Contain safety slogans or messages, whieh sha11 oeeupy not 1ess than 
60 percent of the area of the signs; 

3) Contain no other message; 
4). Are 10eated on school bus she1ters whieh are authorized or approved 

by city, eounty, or State law, regu1ation, or ordinanee, and at 
places approved by the city, eounty, State agency eontro11ing the 
highway invo1ved; and 

5) May not exceed 32 square feet in area. Not more than one sign on 
eaeh she1ter sha11 faee in any one direction. 

h) "Direetiona1 signs" means signs containing directiona1 information about 
public places owned or operated by Federa1, State, or loca1 governments 
or their ageneies; pub1icly or private1y owned natural phenomena, 
historie, cu1tura1, scientific, edueationa1, and re1igious sites; and 
areas of natural seenie beauty or natural1y suited for outdoor reere
ation, deemed to be in the interest of the traveling public. 

2) Criteria for direetiona1 and other offieia1 signs: 

a) Prohibited signs: 

1) Signs advertising activities that are i1lega1 under Federa1 or State 
1aws or regu1ations in effeet at the 1ocation of those signs or at 
the 1ocation of those activities. 

2) Signs loeated in such a manner as to obscure or otherwise interfere 
with the effectiveness of an official traffie sign, signaI, or 
device, or Obstruct or interfere with the driver's view of approaehing, 
merging, or interseeting traffie. 

3) Signs which are ereeted or maintained upon trees or painted or drawn 
upon roeks or other natural features. 

4) Obsolete signs. 

5) Signs whieh are strueturally unsafe or in disrepair. 

6) Signs whieh move or have any animated or moving parts. 

7) Signs loeated in rest areas, parklands or seenie areas. 

b) Size: (1) No sign shall exeeed the following limits: 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

Maximum area--150 square feet. 
Maximum height--20 feet. 

Maximum length--20 feet. 

All dimensions inelude border and trim, but exc1ude supports. 

e) Lighting: Signs may be i1luminated, subjeet to the following: 

1) Signs whieh contain, ine1ude, or are il1uminated by any f1ashing, 
intermittent, or moving light or lights are prohibited. 
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2) Signs whieh are not effeetively shielded so as to prevent beams or 
rays of light from being direeted at any portion of the traveled way 
of an Interstate or primary highway or whieh are of such intensity 
or brillianee as to eause glare or to impair the vision of the 
driver of any motor vehiele, or whieh otherwise interfere with any 
driver's operation of a motor vehiele are prohibited. 

3) No sign may be so illuminated as to interfere with the effeetive
ness of or obseure an offieial traffie sign, deviee, or signal. 

d) Spaeing: (1) Each loeation of a directional sign must be approved by 
the State highway department. 

2) No directional sign may be located within 2,000 feet of an inter
ehange, or interseetion at grade along the Interstate System or 
other freeways (measured along the Interstate or freeway from the 
nearest point of the beginning or ending of pavement widening at 
the exit from or entranee to the main traveled way). 

3) No direetional sign may be loeated within 2,000 feet of arest 
area, parkland, or seenic area. 

4) (i)- No two direetional signs faeing the same direction of travel 
shall be spaeed less than 1 mile apart; 
(ii) Not more than three direetional signs pertaining to the same 
aetivity and faeing the same direction of travel may be ereeted 
along a single route approaehing the activity; 
(iii) Signs loeated adjacent to the Interstate System shall be 
within 75 air miles of the activity; and 
(iv) Signs loeated adjaeent to the Primary System shall be within 
50 air miles of the activity. 

e) Message Content: The message on direetional signs shall be limited to 
the identification of the attraetion or activity and directional infor
mation useful to the traveler in loeating the attraetion, such as 
mileage, route numbers, or exit numbers. Deseriptive words or phrases, 
and pictorial or photographic representations of the activity or its 
environs are prohibited. 

f) Seleetionmethods and criteria. 

1)- Privately owned aetivities or attractions eligible for direetional 
signing are l1mited to the following: natural phenomena; seenic 
attraetions; historie, edueational, eultural, seientifie, and 
religious sites; and autdoor reereational areas. 

2) To be eligible, privately owned attraetions or aetivities must be 
nationally or regionally known, and of outstanding interest to the 
traveling public. 
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Hy 19.04 Sign Criteria: 

Signs within the adjacent area sha11 conform to the requirements of Section 
84.30(4), Statutes, and to these ru1es. 

On non-freeway Federa1-Aid Primary highways outside of cities and villages, 
no sign may be adjacent to or within 300 feet of an interehange, intersection 
at grade, safety rest area, or wayside. Said, 300 feet sha11 be measured 
along the highway from the beginning or ending of the pavement widening at the 
exit from or entrance to the main traveled way of the primary highway. 

Hy 19.05 On-premises signs: 

On-premises signs are signs located on the premises of the advertised 
activity and within fifty feet of such activity. 

On-premises signs within in~orporated areas of cities & villages are exc1uded 
from this control, but are: subject to app1icable local zoning. 

Except within incorporated areas of cities or villages, signs advertising 
activities which are conducted on the premises they occupy may be permitted. 
No sing1e activity sha1l have in excess of one advertising exposure to 
traffic proceeding in any one direction on any Interstate or Federal-Aid Primary 
highway, and all such signs must be within 50 feet of the advertised activity. 
All measurements to establish such distance qualification sha11 be from the 
outer edges of the regu1arly us ed buildings, parking lots, or when appropriate 
to the nature of the particu1ar activity, from storage, service, processing or 
1andscaped areas. 

Hy 19.06 Sigqs outside the adjacent area but visible from the Interstate or 
Federal-Aid Primary Systems: 

Signs which are outside the adjacent area but visible from a trave1 lane of an . 
Interstate Highway or a Highway on the Federal-Aid Primary System are pro
hibited, except as th ey conform to the following criteria: 

1) Signs which are so 10cated but which were erected and existing on or before 
the date of March 18, 1972. 

However, no such sign sha1l be increased to a size which exceeds the sized 
criteria set forth through 19.06(2)c, below; nor contain or include any 
fIashing or intermittent light or lights. Also, no such sign shall, if 
extensive1y damaged or dismantled, be re-erected except as permitted by the 
Commission and in conformance with all criteria established for Signs Out
side of the Adjacent Area. A sign shall be regarded as extensively damaged 
or dismantled if it is 60% or more damaged or otherwise dismantled, regard
less of cause. 

2) Signs erected or proposed for erection along or adjacent to Interstate 
highways and Freeways on the Federal-Aid Primary System, subsequent to 
March 18, 1972, which conform to the following criteria: 

-5-



a) Signs whieh are substantially supported, well-maintained, and sightly 
in appearanee. 

b) Signs whieh, if illuminated, inelude, contain, or employ no fIashing 
or intermittent light or lights (except such as the Commissian may 
determine to be consistent with the intent expressed through Subsectian 
84.30(4)(b)1, Wiseonsin Statutes) nor employ lighting in any manner 
adverse to the safety of the traveling public. 

e) Signs whieh are less than 60 feet in length, 30 feet in height, and 
no mare than 1400 square feet in area. 

d) Between interehanges less than four miles apart there sha1l be no 
signs whieh are outside of the adjaeent area and visible from a 
travel lane of an Interstate Righway or a Freeway on the Federal-Aid 
Primary System. Between interehanges whieh are four or mare miles 
apart no sign shall be any nearer to any other sign than four miles, 
nor nearer to any interehange than one mile. For purposes of distanee 
ealeulation, the respeetive highway sides shall be regarded individ
ually. 

Ry 19.07 Sign permit reguirements: 

Requests may be submitted to the Commissian for permits to ereet or maintain 
speeifie signs at defined loeations in a manner to be visible from a travel 
lane of an Interstate Highway or Federal-Aid Primary highway. A separate 
applieation shall be presented to deseribe eaeh such sign proposed, shall be 
presented on forms furnished by the Commission, and shall inelude all informa
tion and exhibits whieh the applieation form requires. 

Hy 19.08 Changes in permitted signs: 

State permitted signs may be ehanged in size, lighting, shape, color seheme 
or eopy subjeet to eompIianee with the following eriteria: 

1) No ehange shall result in signing which violates any of the eriteria 
in Seetion 84.30 (rev. 1971), Wiseonsin Statutes,or these rules. 
Any sign which is found to be in non-eomplianee will be required to be 
altered to conform, or removed, at the expense of the owner thereof. 

2) Any proposal to ehange the loeation of any state permitted sign must 
be approved by the Commissian in advanee of the physieal aeeomplishment 
of the ehange. To propose a ehange of this kind, the applieant shall 
submit a eomplete new permit applieation together with arequest that 
the prior permit (identified by its number) be eancelled and superseded 
by the new applieation. 

Ry 19.09 Removals of illegal signs: 

Any sign ereeted after March 18, 1972, and not permitted by the Commission, or 
permitted signs whieh subsequently beeome noneonforming with respeet tö 
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Seetion 84.30 Statutes, or these ru1es, sha11 he removed in aeeordanee with 
Suhseetion 84.30(11) of the Wiseonsin Statutes. 

Hy 19.10 Compensation for remova1s of nonconforming signs: 

Noneonforming signs, as defined by Subseetion 84.30(5), Wiseonsin Statutes, 
sha11 be e1iminated as the statutes define. E1igibi1ity for eompensation for 
such removal and the extent of eompensation paid therefore sha11 be in 
aeeordanee with state aequisition proeedures. 

Uy 19.11 Access to permitted signs: 

No person sha1l gain access to any permitted sign from the travel lane, inter
ehange ramp, or right of way of any Interstate Highway or Freeway on the 
Federa1-Aid Primary System. 

Ry 19.12 Signs ort Federa1-Aid Urban Systems Exempted: 

Signs whieh are along and visib1e from highways whieh are on the speeifie 
system designated as the "Federal-Aid Urban System" are exempted provided 
such signs are not also visib1e from an Interstate or Federal-Aid Primary 
Righway not on the "Federal-Aid Urban System". 

Ry 19.13 Severability: 

If any provision or e1ause of these rules is held inva1id or inapplieable to 
any person or eireumstanee, such inva1idity sha1l not affeet other provisions 
or app1ieations of these rules whieh ean he given effeet without such inva1id 
provision or app1ieation, and to this end the provisions of 'this seetion are 
deelared to be severab1e. 

Ry 19.14 Permit Fees: 

Signs ereeted after March 18, 1972 and found to eomp1y with Seetion 84.30 
(Rev. 1971), lUseonsin Statutes, and with these Rules, wil1 be permitted upon 
payment of a permit issuanee fee. This permit issuanee fee schedule may 
be adjusted by the Commission as neeessary to offset administrative costs, 
hut is initially established as fol1ows: 

1) Signs 8 square feet & less •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
2) Signs 9 to 32 square feet, Ine1usive •••••••••••••••••••• 
3) Signs 33 to 150 square feet, Inelusive •••••••••••••••••• 
4) Signs 151 to 1200 square feet, Ine1usive •••••••••••••••• 
5) Signs over 1200 square feet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

$ 
$ 
$ 

5.00 
10.00 
20.00 

$ 50.00 
$100.00 

Dated AUG.:.. 9 1972 

Seal 
fjc')'~~ .',,";.'~ 

, 1,. . • . ,. • 

Higm~ay Commission Seeretary 
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