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STATE OF WISCONSIN 

DEPARTIiENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

CERTIFICATE 

.>U /C)75 
I 

TO ALL TO WHOH THESE PF.ESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS. 

I, Chairman of the Rustic Roads Board, and custodian of the official 
records of said board, do herebv certify that the annexed rules and 
regulations, relating to the creation and operation of a system of 
rustic roads in Wisconsin, "Tere duly approved and adopted by this 
hoard on January 27, 1975. 

I further certify that said coPy has been compared by me with the 
original on file in this board, and that the same is a true cony 
thereof, and of the ~\lhole of such original. 

IN TESTIHONY mmREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand at the Hill Farms State 
Office Building in the City of r-!adison, 
this 29th day of January A.D. 1975. 

~C~\ tJ . C~jJ 
'(;i /, c~y.'c~ .. <'7 .c?--~~. 



ORDER OF THE RUSTIC ROADS 
BOARn ADOPTING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Rustie Roads Board of the Departrnent 
of Transportation by section 83.42(9), ~nseonsin Statutes, the Rustie 
Roads Board hereby adopts ruIes as follmols: 

Chapters RR1, RR2, RR3, RR/., RR5, RR6, RR7, RR8, RR9, RRIO, RRll of the 
WISCONSIN ADHINISTRATIVE CODE are adopted to read as attached. 

The ruIes containedherein, sha11 take effeet on Hareh 1, 1975. 



RR 1.01 
RR 1.02 

Chapter RR 1 

AUTHORIZATION AND PURPOSE 

Authorization 
Hembership of the Rustic 
Roads Board 

RR 1.03 Purpose of the Rustic Roads 
Board 

RR 1.01 Authorization. Pursuant to seetions 15.461(3) and 83.42(9), 
Wis. Stats., the rustie roads board does promulgate rules for the 
designation, maintenanee, identifieation, constuetion, use, and preservation 
of a system of rustie roads in 'Hseonsin. 

RR 1. 02 Hembership of the Rustic Roads Board. PurS1.lant to seetion 
15.465(1), Wis. Stats., the rusttc roads board of the Department of 
Transportation is eomposed of the following 11 members: 

(1) The chairman of the higlm'ay eommission or his designee 
(2) The ehairman of the senate eommittee on transportation 
(3) The ehairman of the assembly committee on highlol8YS 
(4) 8 members appointed by the secretary of transportation. 

RR 1.03 Purpose of the Rustie Roads Board. The purpose of the rustie 
roads board is to govern the creation and preservation of a system of rustic 
roads for vehieular, bicycle, and pedestrian travel in unhurried, quiet and 
1eisurely enjoyment. 



Chapter RR 2 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR RUSTIC ROAD DESIGNATION 

RR 2.01 Qualifieations 

RR 2.01 Qualifieations. To qualify for designation as a rustie road, 
the follm'ling eriteria should be met: 

(1) A rustie road should have outstanding natural features along its 
borders such as rugged natural terrain, native wildlife, and native 
vegetation, or inelude open areas with rustie or agrieultural vistas, whieh, 
singly or in eombination, set this road apart from other roads as being 
something unique and distinet. 

(2) A rustie road should be a low-volume loeal use public road whieh is 
usable year-round. 

(3) A rustie road should funetion as aloeal access road, i.e., one 
''Ihieh serves the adjaeent property owners, and/or as a road serving those 
wishing to travel by auto, bieyele, or hiking, for purposes of enjoying 
its rustie features. These would gene.rally preelude designating as a 
rustie road any roa d serving as a eolleetor or arterial as defined by 
federal eriteria. 

(4) A rustie road should be one not seheduled or antiei~ated for major 
improvement ,.hieh "lOuld ehange its rustie eharaeteristies. 

(5) A rustie road should preferably have no high density development 
along'it, but such development as exists at the time the road is designated 
should be eompatible with the surroundings, and should not detraet from the 
rustie, natural, unspoiled eharaeter and visual impaet of the road area. 

(6) A rustie road should preferably have a minimum length of 2 miles, 
and where feasible, should provide a eompleted elosure ar loop or conneet 
to major highways at both ends of the route, 

(7) The land adjaeent to the rustie road should be zoned compatible with 
the maintenanee or preservatian of its rustie eharaeter and 10'. density 
development. 



Chapter RR 3 

APPLlCATlON FOR RUSTlC ROAD DESlGNATlON 

RR 3.01 App1ieation Proeedures 

ru~ 3.01 App1ication Proeedures. (1) For a road to be designated a rus
tie road, a petition from 6 or more resident freeho1ders of the munfeipality 
(tmm, village, or city) in which the road is located, or a petition from 
a majority of the resident freeho1ders along the road, shall ba presented 
to the governing body of the municipality in ,.,hich the road is 10cated. 
The process may a180 be initiated without petitions by a resolution of the 
governing body of the municipality in whieh the road is loeated. Upon such 
a petition or reso1ution, the governing body of the tnunicipality shall make 
an offer to hold a public hearing on the rustie road designation. If such 
a hearing is requested, a public hearing sha11 be he1d in aceordanee with 
chapter 80, \Hs. S tats., and 10ea1 ordinanees. 

(2) Upon its fina1 approva1 the governing body sha11 petition the county 
high\<1ay committee for approva1 of the rustie road designation, and approva1 
of the transfer of jurisdietion of the road to the eounty. 

(3) Rustie road designation of a road under eounty jurisdietion 8ha11 
fo110w a proeedure simi1ar to the ahove, whereby initiation of the rustie 
road designat1.on process sha11 be by eounty hip,hHay committee reso1ution, or 
by a petition from 6 or more resident freeho1ders of the eounty, or a petition 
from a majority of the resident freeho1ders a10ng the subjeet road. The 
eounty higln.,ay committee sha11 make an offer to ho1d a public headng on 
the p~oposed rustie road designation. 

(4) It is the ob1igation of the'eounty high,.,ay eommittee to provide a pre
liminary revie,,, of the petition for eompatibi~ity of the subj eet road to the 
qua1ifieations for rustie roada estab1ished by the rustie roads board and 
deseribed in these administrative ru1es, and ensure compatibility ldth any 
eountywide p1an for rustie and seenie roads. 

(5) Upon approva1 of the rustie roa d designation, the eounty higlnolay 
committee sha11 petition the rustic roads board for designation of the subjeet 
road as a rustie road. 

(6) Before its approva1, the rustie roada board shal1 provide fina1 review 
as to the subj eet rond I s qualifieations for designatian. In its revie,,, the 
board may require photos or slides deseribing the rustle qua1ities of the 
road, or a personal inspeetion by one or more members of the board. 

(7) Additionn11y, before its approval for desi~nation is granted. the 
rustie roads board, in aeeordance with seetion 83.42(5) Wis. Stats., slla11 
ensura that a rond under jolnt juristiietlon of t\110 or more munieipaB ties, 
or a munieipa1ity and a eounty, or two or more .counties, hus had the approva1 
of 

(a) The ~overning bodh~9 of all affeeted municipalities havinp, 
jurisdiction ovar the subjeet road and, 

(b) The county highway committees of all affseted eounties. 



Chapter RR 4 

JURISDICTION AND AUTHORITY 

RR 4.01 Jurisdletion and Authorlty 

RR 4.01 Jurisdietlon and Authority. Upon approval of the rustic roads 
board of rustic road designation in accordance ,dth His, Adm, Code, section 
RR 3.01, jurisdictional authority for the road is invested in the county 
high~my committee, Except as othen1ise provided in these administrative 
ru1es, the county higln·my coromittee 8hall have the same authority over a 
rustie road as it passesses aver eounty trunk highways includinp, respansi
bi1ity for maintenanee, signing, and designation of usaga, 



RR 5.01 
RR 5.02 
RR 5.03 

Chapter RR 5 

MAINTENANCE PRACTICES 

General 
Road Bed Maintenanee 
Cross Drainage Maintenance 

RR 5.04 
RR 5.05 

Vegetatian }fuintenanee 
Sign Maintenanee 

RR 5.01 General. A rustie road shall receive the level of maintenance 
neeessary for safe public travel by auto, bieycle, or hiking for reereational 
enjoyment, , ... hile stiIl preserving the rustie qualities of the route., 

RR 5.02 (1) Road Bed Maintenanee. The existing road surfnee at the time 
of designation should normally be eontinued. Rustie roads may be dirt, grave1 
or hard surfaee. Neees8ary improvements may be made in surfaee to imprave 
safety, drainage, or reduce maintenanee probIems, but 8ha11 not disturb the 
rustie eharaeteristies for whieh the road ",as designated. Drainage and 
road improvements should be kept as narrow as possible to retain the rustie 
eharm of the road, as weIl as keeping the driverts speed 10Her e The improve
ments shall be kept to a minimum to avoid disturbanee of vegetatian or unusual 
seientific, or eultura1 sites which have been designated. 

(2) Where dust 1aying has bean the practice or beeomas a necessity, a 
minimum level of dust treatment may be used. 

RR 5.03. (1) Cross Drainage Maintenance. Cross drainage sha11 be main
tained ",here necessary to prevent damage to the road, possible , ... ashouts and 
other problems which may be detrimental to prope~ safety. 

(2) When bridge replacement is necessary it should be of a design and 
construction of a rustic appearance, such as a timher structure. 

(3) Repairs to an existing bridge of r.ustie charaeter should be made , ... ith 
an effort to preserve the rustie qualities of the strueture. 

(4) When deemed advisable, the eounty highVTay committee ,dth the approval 
of the rustic roads boar.d may impose weight limitations on struetures on a 
rustic road in lieu of strueture replaeemant Dr repair. 

RR 5.04 (1) Vegetatian Maintenance. Where necessary for safety or protec
tion of the trave1ing public, tree hranches and shrubs may be trimmed or whole 
trees removed. This shall be done with proper tools so as not to 1eave un
sightly sears. Land and forest management may be practiced. 

(2) Use of herbieides to contral or eliminate roadside vegetatian is 
prohihited. Contro1 of undesirahle vegetatian shall be accomplished by mm ... ing 
and/Dr selective cutting. 

(3) NO\dng sha11 be performed only as necessary for health, safety, and 
ecological reasons ",ith the aim of eneoura~ing, where appropriate, the Rrowth 
of prairie flora adj [leent to the raad. Hithin these glddelines, the maximum 
is limlted to one swath on either side of the road as follows: 



(a) On one-lane trail or dirt roads, mowing sh all be immediate1y 
adjaeent to the traeks~ 

(b) On two-way grave1 roads, mowing sha11 be immediate1y adjaeent 
to the edge of the graded surfaee. 

(e) On paved roads, mowing sha11 be immediate1y adjaeent to the 
edge of the pavement. 

(4) In addition, mowing to a width as neeessary to eliminate undesirab1e 
vegetation sha11 be permitted. 

RR 5.05 Sign Maintenanee. (1) It is the responsibi1ity of the eounty 
highway department to ereet and maintain rustie road signs at all public 
entranee points to an offieia11y designated rustie road. The speeifica11y 
designated standard statewide sign approved by the rustie roads board and 
designed by the department of transportation sha11 be used for identifi
eation of all rustie roads. Beneath this sign affixed to the same sign 
post sha11 be a standardized p1aeard denoting the numeric identifieation of 
the route segment within the state,,,ide rustie roads system. These signs wi11 
be furnished at eost by the department of transportation, division of highways, 
may be made by the eounties, or may be purehased from eommereia1 sourees. 

(2) At eaeh terminus of the rustie road an additiona1 standardized 
p1aeard denoting the 1ength, in miles, of the rustie road, sha11 be affixed 
to the post supporting the rustie !oad sign and p1aeed be10w the rustie 
road sign. 

(3) The rustie road sign and mi1eage p1aeard may be p1aeed on existing 
county-maintained informationa1 or highway identifieation sign posts but 
sha11 not be p1aeed on any regu1atory or warning signs. 

(4) All informationa1, regu1atory, warning and identifieation signs 
sha11 be ereeted and maintained as neeessary, in aeeordanee with ehapters 
86, and 349, Wis. Stats., and Wis. Adm. Code,. ehapter Ry 10. 

(5) The numbering of a rustie road sha11 be designated by the rustie 
road board with eoneurrenee of the state highway eommission. 



Chapter RR 6 

SPEClFICATIONS FOR USE OF RUSTlC ROADS 

RR 6.01 Type of Use RR 6.02 Speed Limits 

RR 6.01 Type of Use. (1) The county high~·,ray committee, ,,,ith approval of 
the rustic roads board, may designata a portian of the roadway or the area 
adjacent to the roadway of rustic road for the exclusive use of bicyclists 
and/or pedestrians If a portian af the raadway is so designated for the 
exclusive use of bicyc1ists and/or pedestrians, the caunty highlmy committee, 
with concurrence of the rustic rands baard, may paint lines, estahlish 
priority of right of ,,,ay, and eonstruct such dividers to physically separate 
vehicular, bieycle or pedestrian traffic as deemed necessary. 

(2) The designation of the entire roadway for the exclusive use of 
bicyclists and/or pedestrians is prohibited, as it makes the road no longer 
a highway and ineligible for highway aid funds. 

(3) The eounty highl"ay committee, ,.,ith cancurrence of the rustic raads 
board, may also designate or restrict the type of vehieular traffic per
mitted on a rustic raad. 

(4) The county highl.,ay cammittee, ,V'ith concurrence of the rustic roads 
board, may designate a rustie raad as one-way or tl.,O-'.yay operation. 

RR 6.02 Speed Limits. The county highlvay commi ttee, ,.,!th concurrence 
of the state highlo,ay. commission shal1 establish a reasonable speed limit 
to ensure eompatibility between the recreational driver, the bicyclist, and 
the hiker. 



Chapter RR 7 

PRESERVATION OF RUSTIC OIARACTER 

RR 7.01 
RR7.02 

LandUae Protection 
Utility Installation 

RR 7.03 Advertising Sign Control 

RR 7.01 Land Use Protection. (1) Land along rustle roads should be proteeted 
to preserve the natural and seenic characteristics of the area. Loeal zoning 
powers, building setback regulstions, access control, sign control and other 
pOl.;rers should be usad to proteet and preserve the rustic character of the road 
and inhibU dense development. Zoning should discourage industrjal, high 
density residential, and most conunercial elevelopment. It should ba used to 
encourage the development or the continued existence of eommercial establishments 
compatible with a rustie road such as antique shops, craft shops, rock shops, 
and produce markets. 

(2) Upon petition for a zoning change to the eountyor munieipality 
having authority over zoning, the rustic roads board sl1all be notified in 
order to appear and present testimony at the zoning haaring, if the board 
deems it neeessary. 

RR 7.02 Utility Installation. (1) All utility companies shall be eneouraged 
to bury transmission lines on private easements where possible. Where it is not 
possible additional lines may be placed on existing poles or tm-lers, or buried. 
Any utility installation should attempt to preserve and/or restore the rustic 
quality of the route. 

(2) Restoration of the rustic quality shall be required for all utility 
installation within the right of ,.,ay of a rustic road. 

RR 7.03 Advertising Sign Control. Munlcipalities sha11 be eneouraged to 
adopt local zoning ordinances restricting off-premi~e advertising signs. 
These ordinanees shoulel address the control of existing signs and the erec
tion of additional signs once a road has been des:i.gnated a rustic road. 



Chapter RR 8 

DEVBLOPMENT OF COUNTY RUSTIC ROADS PLANS 

RR 8.01 Development of County Rustie Roads Plans 

RR 8.01 Development of County Rustie Ronds Plans, Baeh eounty shall 
be eneouraged to inventory its roads for potential eandidates for inelusion 
in the rustie roads system. Using this inventory as a basis, alonr, \dth 
previolls inventories of seenie roads, a eount~~ide plan of rustie and seenie 
roads whieh is eompatible with the funetional classifieation plan in the 
eounty should be developed in eaeh eounty. This plan should serve as a 
eheek for eompatibility and desi.rability as part of the eounty high\.,ay 
eommitteels review oJ routes petitioned for rustie road designation. 



Chapter RR 9 

WITHDRAWAL OF RUSTIC ROAD DESIGNATION 

RR 9.01 \vithdrawal of Rustie Roads Designation 

RR 9.01 \HthdrmY'al of Rustie Roads Designation. (1) In aeeordanee ,,,ith 
seetion 83.42, Wis. Stats., a road may ba ,dthdrawn from the rustie roads 
system \dth approval of the rustie ronds board after petitian of the rustie 
roads board by the eounty hj.ghway committee and upon the holding of a public 
hearing for such a rem~val. 

(2) The rustie roads board may wish to withdra\" rusttc road designation 
for a partieu1ar road if the road no longer possesses the rustie eharaeter 
original1y qua1ifying it for designatian due to over development. The board 
sha11 have the authority to remove the designation following a public hear
ing on the removal. 

(3) The removal of rustie road designotion shal1 eause the jurisdietion 
of the road to revert to the status heI d before original designation by 
the rustic roads board. 



Chapter RR 10 

IDENTIFICATlON OF CONPLEl-illNTARY RUSTIC FEATURES 

!tR 10.01 Identification 

RR 10.01 Identification. Any historieal names, places and events which 
cornplement and enhance the rustic character of the road may be identified 
by raadside markers ,,,,ith the approval of the county highvlay committee and 
the rustic roads board. 



Chapter RR 11 

STATE AIDS FOR RUSTle ROADS 

RR 11.01 State Aids 

RR 11.01 State Aids. The amount of state aids for rustie roads sha11 be 
based on the status of the highway prior to designation as a rustic road in 
aeeordanee. x.,ith seetlon 83.t~2(8), His. Stats., Sinee the jurisdictional 
responsibility is invested with the eounty, the state aids sha11 be al10tted 
to the county. 


