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STATE OF WISCONSIN 

MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 

fr,! ei S c) 
CERTIFICATE 

~ SS 
) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Thomas E. Henney, M.D., Secretary of the Wisconsin Medical 

Examining Board and custodian of the official records of said board, 

do hereby certify that the annexed rules and regulations relating to 

physicianls assistants, were duly approved and adopted by this 

board on January 30, 1975. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with the 

original on file in this board and the same is a true copy 

thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the official seal of the 
department at the Capitol 
in the city of Madison, this 
13th day of February, A.D.,1975. 

J(."IHM -l /~._~ ~ 
Thomas E. Henney, M.D., ~etary 

ORDER OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
ADOPTING RULES 

Pursuant to authority vested in the Medical Examining Board by 

Section 448, Wis. Stats., the board hereby creates Chapter Med 50 

attached hereto. 

The rules contained herein shall take effect as provided in 

Section 227.026 Wis. Stats. 

.JI,..-.. lA---r.t-1 ." .. 
Thomas E. Henney, M.D. ,S~etary 
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CHAPTER NED 50 

PHYSICIAN'S ASSISTANTS 
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Ned 50.01 Title, authority. The rules and regulations herein cq,ntained constitute 
and shal1 be known as the "Rules and Regulations of the Hedieal Examining Board 
Relating to Certification and Regulation of Physician's Assistants", and are pro­
mulgated pursuant to the authority granted to the board by ss. 15.08(5), 448.50, 
and 448.51 of the statutes. 

Med 50.02 Definitions. For the purpose of these rules and regulations, and unIess 
expressly stated othen~ise: 

(1) "Board" means the medical examining board as ereated In··s. 15.405 
(7) of the statutes. 

(2) "Couneil" means the 'couneil on physieian's assistants as ereated in 
s. 15.407(2) of the statutes. 

(3) "Certifieate" means documentary evidenee issued by the board to 
applieants for eertifieation as a physiclan's assistant who meet all of the re­
quirements of the board. 

(4) "Educatlonal program" means a program for educating and preparing 
physician's assistants which Js approved by the board. 

(5) "Individual" means a natural person, and does not inc1ude the terms 
firm, corporation, association, partnership, institutiön, public body, joint 
stock association, or any other gro~p of individuals. 

(6) "Supervision" means to eo-ordtnate, direet, and inspect continually 
and at first hand the aceomplishments of another, or to oversee with powers of 
direction and decision the implementation of one's own or another's intentions. 

(7) "Patient 'Services" means any or al I of the following: 
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(a) The lnitial approach to a patient of any age in any setting 
to elieit a personal medical history, parform an appropriate 
physical examination, and record and present pertinent data 
in a manner meaningful to the physician. 

(b) Performing, or assisting in performing, or both, routine 
laboratory and related studies as appropriate for a speelfic 
practice setting including the drawing of blood samples, per­
forrning urinalyses, and taking eleetrocardiographic traeings. 

(e) Performing routine therapeutie procedures including injections, 
immunizations, and suturing and eare of wounds. 

(d) Instrueting and counseling patiants on physieal and mental 
health, and on dlet, dlsease, treatment, and norma! growth and 
development. 

(e) Assisting the physician in the institutional setting by assi5t­
ing at surgery, making patient rounds, reeording patient prog­
ress notes, accurately and appropriately transeribing or exe­
euting standing orders or other specifie orders at the direction 
of the sUpervising physician, consistent with applicable regula~ 
tions of the institution, and eompil ing and reeording detailed 
narrative case summarles. . 

(f) Assisting in the del ivery of services to patients by revie .... ling 
and monitoring treatment and therapy plans. 

(g) Independently performing evaluative and treatment procedures 
necessary to provide an appropriate response to life threaten­
ing emergency situations. 

/ 

(h) Facilitating referraT of patients to other appropriate community 
health faellities, agencles, and resources. 

Med 50.03 Council: powers, meetings, records. The couneil shall exereise such 
powers as are or may be provided to It by the laws of the state of Wiseonsin pertain­
ing to the edueation, eertifieation, and regulation of physician's assistants. The 
couneil shall propose to the board such rules and regulations not Inconsistent with 
the law, as it deems neeessary and proper for the executionand enfbreement of such 
laws. The couneil shall meet at least four times in eaeh ealendar year. The ehair­
man, or other presldlng offieer of the eouneil, may call speeial meetings thereof 
when, in his judgment, eireumstanees or funetioning of the couneil so requlre. The 
chalrman, or other presiding offieer of the board, may call speeial rneetlngs of the 
couneil when, in his judgment, eircumstanees or functioning of the board so require. 
The seeretary shall maintain an aecurate reeord of all proceedings of the couneil. 

Med 50.04 Certifying Edueational programs. The board shaJI conduct an investigation 
prior to approving any edueational program whieh prepares physician's assistants. 
The exarnining board may designate an agent and one or more examining board members . 
and one or more couneil mernbers to eonduet a portion or all of such investigation 
to determine the facts upon whieh the examinlng board shall make its deeision. Any 
party aggrieved by the decislon of the examining board under this seetion may, with-
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in 10 days of notlee thereof, apply for a formal hearing bafore the board or an 
agent duly appointed to sft for theboard. The decislon of the board shall compJy 
with s. 227.13 and may be reviewed as provided in s. 227.16 of the statutes. 

Med 50.05 Practice: scope and limitations. In providing patient serviees the 
entire practice of a physicianls assistant shal I ba under the supervision of a 
llcensed physician. The scope of practice of a physician's assistant shall not 
exceed the deflnitions of "patient services" as set forth in Med. 50.02(7), nor 
the physician's assistantls training and experience, nor the scope of practice of 
the supervising physlcian. No physician's assistant shall redelegate a task dele­
gated to him by the supervising physician. 

Med 50.06 Practice in remote location. 'A physician's assistant may practice on 
premises away from the main office of the supervising physician or an institution 
where the supervlsing physician has staff privileges, provlding that the super­
vision requlred in Med. 50.05 \s malntained. 

Med 50.07 Employee status. No physician's assistant shall be self employed. Jf 
the employer of aphysician's assistant is other than a licensed physician, sueh 
employer shal1 provide for and not interfere with the supervislon required in 
Hed. 50.05.· 

Med 50.08 Supervising Physician: limitation and responsibility. No physiclan 
may supervise more than two physlcian's assistants, but a physiclan's. assistant 
may be supervised by mare than one physician. In the case of exceptions to this 
rule, a written plan for the suparvision of mare than two physician's assistants 
by a licensed physician must be filed with, reviewed, and recommended for approval 
by the couneil, and approved by the board. 

Med 50.09 Transfer of responslbility. Another lieensed physician may be desig­
nated by the supervising physielan to supervise a physician's assistant for 
periods not to exeeed eight weeks per year. Except in an emergency, such desl~­
nation shall be made in writing to the substitute supervising physich{n and to the 
physician's asslstant, and must be executed and a copy thereof filed with the 
couneil prior to the supervis1ng physician's absence. 

Med 50.10 Qualification, Application, Examination, Re-examination. 

(I) To be qualified for admission to examination for eertification as a 
physicianls assistant in this State, an applicant must supply evidence sati~factory 
to the board that the applicant: 

(a) Is of good professlonal character. 

(b) Has successful1y completed a formal physician's assistant 
educationa1 program approved by the board. Until January 1, 
1980, the board may waive this requirement for an appI icant 
who has been employed Jn practice as a physician's assistant, 
as defined in these rules and regulations, for twenty-four 
consecutlve months during the three calendar years preceding 
January I, 1975. 

(2) AppI ication for certification as a physician's assistant may be made 
at the time and place designated by the board, and shall be made as a verified 
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statement in sueh form as the board may designate, and shal! ba aecompanled by 
satisfactory evidenee setting out the quaJifications imposed in sub (1). 

(3) Having complied with sub' (2), the applicant shall be examined. Exami­
nation may be both written and oral. The couneil shall advise the board as to con­
tent of examinatlons required under this subsection and passing grades therein, and 
the board shall provide for such content and such passing grades. In lieu of its 
own examinations, the board may make such use as it deems appropriate of examina­
tions prepared, administered, and scored by national examining ageneies. The 
board designates the couneil as its agent in eonducting examinatlons. 

(4) The board may require an applicant who fails to appear for, or to 
complete, the required examlnations, to reapply for certifieation bafore admitting 
him to subsequent examinations. 

(S) An applicant who fallsto achieve a passing grade in the requlred 
examinations may request re-examination, and may be re-examined not more than 
twice at not less than six month intervals, and shall pay a re~examination fee for 
ea ch such re-examination. An applleant who fails to achieve a passing grade on the 
second such re-examination shal1 not be admitted for further examinations until he 
reapp1ies for eertification and a1so presents to the board evidenee of such fur­
ther professional training or education that the board may deem appropriate. 

(6) There is no provision for waiver of examination or for reciprocity 
with other Jieensing jurisdictions under these rules. 

Med 50.11 Exclusions. None of the provisions of thi~chapter shall be eonstrued 
to permit the independent prescribing or dispensin~ of any drug, or the practice 
of aeupuncture in any form, by any physician's asslstant. 

j 


