
CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
) ss. 

Elections Board ) 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Gerald J. Ferwerda, Executive Secretary of the State Elections 

Board, and custodian of the official rules of said board, do hereby certify 

that the annexed rules and regulations relating to elections, were duly 

approved and adopted by this board on June 21, 1978. 

I further certify that said copy has been compared by me with the 

original on file in this department and that same is a true copy thereof, 

and of the whole of such original. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand and 

affixed the official seal of 

the State Elections Board. 

Done in the City of Madison, 

this 16th day of March, A.D., 

1979. 

Gerald J. Ferwerda 
Executive Secretary 
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ORDER OF THE 
STATE ELECTIONS BOARD 

ADOPTING RULES' 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the State Elections Board 
by section 227.014, Wis. Stats., the board hereby adopts a rule as 
follows: 

Section EIBd. 4.01 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code is 
adopted to read: 

El.Bd. 4.01 Election Observers. (1) PURPOSE. The State 
Elections Board is empowered by s. 7.38 (1) (b), Stats., 
to authorize nonpartisan and bipartisan elector organiza
tions not affiliated with a.candidate to appoint election 
observers, in order to monitor compliance with election 
laws by local election officials. This rule codifies 
procedures for the authorization of these organiz~tions 
and the performance of the election observers. 

(2) Authorization of qualified organization. 

(a) Only nonpartisan and bipartisan organizations 
of electors not affiliated with any candidate may 
be authorized to appoint election observers under 
this rule. 

(b) Requests for authorization shall be submitted 
by an organization to the State Elections Board at 
least 45 days prior to the election. This require
ment may be waived by the Board. 

(c) Authorizations under. this section by the Board 
shall be made in writing, at least 7 days prior to an 
election, and copies of the authorizations will be 
transmitted to the clerk of each municipality in which 
observers will serve. In addition, an organization 
authorized to appoint observers under this section 
shall file its appointments with the municipal clerk 
at least four days prior to the election, in the 
same manner as the appointments of pollwatchers by 
candidates and political parties under s. 7.38 (1) 
(a), Stats., are filed. Prior to election day, the 
clerk shall notify the appropriate election workers 
in the municipality of the appointment of observers. 

(3) Procedures for monitoring. 

(a) On election day, election workers shall position 
observers appointed under. this rule so that the 
observers can closely monitor proceedings at the 
polling place. Observers shall not interfere with the 
proceedings. 



(b) Observers shall monitor the proceedings at the 
polling place for compliance with criteria and stan
dards provided by the Elections Board, and shall note 
any variance from those criteria and standards on 
forms provided by the Board. Observers shall transmit 
those forms to the Board within three days after the 
election. There is no local fiscal effect. 

The rule contained herein shall take effect on the first'day of 
the month following its publication in the Wisconsin Administrative 
Register as prescribed in sec. 227.026 (1), Wis. Stats. 

Dated: March 15, 1979 
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STATE ELECTIONS BOARD 

'\, 
~~~----=---~--------~ James R. Klauser 

Chairman 


