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1 ORDER OF THE 

2 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

3 DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 

4 ADOPTING, AMENDING AND REPEALING RULES 

5 To repeal Ag 26.01(4)(a) through (j) and (ll)(a) through Ch); 

6 to repeal and recreate Ag 26.04(4)(intro.) and (4)(b), Ag 

7 26.05(3)(b) and (4), and Ag 26.06(3); to renumber Ag 26.01(6), (7) 

8 and (10), Ag 26.03(5), Ag 26.05(1)(b)5, and Ag 26.06(4); to 

9 renumber and amend Ag 26.01(8), (9), (ll)(intro.) and (12), Ag 

10 26.03(4) and (6) through (8), and Ag 26.05(1)(b)6 and 7; to amend 

11 Ag 26.01(4)(intro.), Ag 26.03(3), Ag 26.04(1) and (4)(a), and Ag 

12 26.05(l)(b)4, (3)(a) and (5)(a); and to create Ag 26.01 (intro.), 

13 (6), (9) and (11), Ag 26.03(4) and (9)(d), and Ag 26.04(5), Ag 

14 26.05(1)(b)5 and (5)(c), Ag 26.06(4) and (5)(c), and Ag 

15 26.07(l)(c)(3) and'(2)(c)3; relating to certified seed potatoes. 

Analysis 
Prepared ~the Department of Agriculture, Trade 

and Consumer Protection 

Chapter Ag 26, Wis. Adm. Code (Certified Seed Potatoes) 
provides authority for the certification of seed potatoes which 
have been inspected and certified by the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences of the University of Wisconsin as having been 
produced under and meeting field and bin inspection standards and 
requirements. The department is responsible for conducting 
grading inspeetions and to certify the grades. No potatoes may be 
sold or represented as certified seed potatoes unIess they have 
been field and bin inspected by the college and certified as to 
grade by the department. 

These amendments to ch. Ag 26 will establish a limited 
generation scheme for certification of seed potatoes, to 
heIp eIiminate disease probIems. Under the rUles, there will 
be a five-year scheme with alimit of four foundation class seed 
generations. Seed lots entered for certification and meeting 
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inspeetion toleraneeswould be downgraded one generation eaeh 
year. Certified elass seed cannot be reeertified. If a seed lot 
exeeeds the toleranees allowed for a speeifie seed class, it will 
be lowered to the next aeeeptable seed elassifieation. Potato 
stock entering the seed program at eertain levels must have a 
pathogen test history. 

The rule amendments also mociify grading standards for the 
eurrent Badger state Brand eertified and foundation grades. The 
grading changes upgrade eurrent standards to make the Badger State 
Brand consistent with the US #1 seed potato grade. The US #1 grade 
standard is more restrietive on external grade defeets than eurrent 
Badger State Brand standards. The US #1 grade permits a 5% external 
grade defeet, whereas the Badger State Brand permits 6% toleranee. 
There are no major changes in internal grade toleranees except for 
hollow heart. 

The rule amendments also make certain drafting and 
organizational changes to Ag 26. 

1 Pursuant to authority vested in the state of Wisconsin 

2 department of agriculture, trade and consumer protection by 

3 ss. 93.06(lm) and 93.07(1) and 97.09(4), Wis. Stats., the 

4 department repeals, amends and creates rules interpreting 

5 s. 97.09, Stats., ~B follows: 

6 SECTION 1. Ag 26.01 (intro.) is created to read: 

7 Ag 26.01 (intro.) As used in this chapter: 

8 SECTION 2. Ag 26.01(4)(intro.) is amended to read: 

9 Ag 26.01(4) "Damage" means any ~ defeet, exeeQi 

10 sunburn, greening and hollow heart, _or any combination of defeets 

11 which materially 4njures the edifrte-&~ sh1ppi~~~y, frP detraets 

12 from the internal or external appearance of the 4ftfr~ 

13 potato ~~h~fleral~~~frftee-0?-the petatees ifr-~he 

14 ~~~fr~~, or any defeet which cannot be removed without a loss 

15 of more than 5% of the total weight of the potato ~ng 

16 ~~frver1ng def~~~~efr. Any ene of the fol±~~ng 
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1 &*&&&&-~fi&-ma-*~~ffi-a-~~&wefr-f~~-a-fi~~fi&~?e&~-&fi~~-&e-e&fr&~&Pe& 

2 a-a-El-affra-g-e--i- "Damage" ma~clude one or more of the internal or 

3 external defects specified in Ag 26.04(5)(a) and Cb). 

4 SECTION 3. Ag 26.01(4)(a) through (j) are repealed. 

5 SECTION 4. Ag 26.01(6) through (10), (ll)(intro.) and (12) 

6 are renumbered Ag 26.01(7), (8), (10), (12), (13), (14) and (15); 

7 and, as renumbered, Ag 26.01(10), (12), (14) and (15) are amended 

8 to read: 

9 Ag 26.01 (1 0) "Inte rna1 disco lora tion" means discolora tion 

10 such as is caused by net necrosis or any other type of necrosis, 

11 stern-end browning, internal brown spot, or other similar types of 

12 discoloration fr&~~~~&~-e*~ePfia-~~~,-e*ee~~-&±a-&.~fiea-~~. 

13 (12) "Person" means !-B:€l-:1:-v-M1::i-a-l:-&,-l:7&Pt-fre~&fi±-17&,-e-&~17&~a-t-:be-fr&, 

11-1 &6-8B-&:1:-&M:·&Fr&,-a:l'l:&-&fi~ an indi vidual" J2artnership ~ corJ2o ration L 

15 association or other business organization or entity. 

16 (14)" Se rious damage" means any :i:-frj-1::i-P-y---&~ defeet 

17 or combination of defects under y. Ag 26.04(5), except sunburn 

18 ~greeni~~ which seriously ±-fi~1::i-p-e&-~fte-eEl-:1:-&±e~~-&fi±-~~fr~ 

19 ~~&~:1:-~~-,-&~ detracts from the in~ernal or external appearance of 

20 the !-l'l:&w:i:-E1-1::i-&±- po ta to &~-~fie-ge-fr&~&3:-&~.l?ea-~a-fre&~f.-t;.fi&-17&t-&t-e-&&-:1:-fr 

21 t-he-e&B:t;.a±fie-fl-, or any d~fect which cannot be removed without a 

22 loss of more than 10% of the total weight of the potato :i:-fi&ht&:1:-fr~ 

23 .l?~3:-&e~~:i:-~-~?ee~:1:-~-a-P&a-. Afry---&fi&~f.-~ft&-f.e±~W:1:-fi~-&&?&&~&~~ 

24 &B:~-&~&:1:-fr&t;.b&fr-&f.-fre?eet;.&-~ft&-&ep~&fr&&&~f.-wft~fi-e*&.&&EJ.&-~fte 

25 m&*:1:-m1::i-m-a-~±&w&&-f.e~-&fr~-&fr&-&&?&&t;.-&fta-±±-&e-&&B:&:i:-fre~&&-a-&-&&P±-&1::i-& 

2 6 &a-tlt&g€--i-

27 (15) "Soft rot or wet breakdown" means any soft, 
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1 mushYL or leaky eondition of the tissue &~-fr&-&~~~-&&?~ 

2 ~&&T-~fr*,-&P-~~-&pe&*fr&Wfi-?&~±&W~fiS-?~~~~~-~~~~~~ 

4 SECTION 3. Ag 26.01(11)(a) through (h) are repealed. 

5 SECTION 4. Ag 26.01(6), (9) and (11) are ereated to read: 

6 Ag 26.01(6) "External defeet" means any defeet under s. Ag 

7 26.04(5)(a) whieh ean be deteeted by inspeetion of the outer 

8 surfaee of a seed potato, exeept that eutting may be required to 

9 determine the extent of internal injury related to the external 

10 defeet. 

Il (9) "Internal defeet" means any defeet under s. 

12 Ag 26.04(5)(b) whieh eannot be deteeted without eutting the 

13 potato. 

14 (11) "NematQ~I~ or tuber moth injury" means the presenee of, or 

15 any evidenee of prior aetivity by, nematode or tuber moth. 

16 SECTION 5. Ag 26.03(3) is amended to read: 

17 Ag 26.03(3) FIELD STANDARDS. (a) All seed lots entered for 

18 eertifieation shall be planted with foundation ela~ seed of 

19 the grower's own produetion. Foundation elass seed not 

20 produeed by the grower may be used only with the approval of the 

21 eollege. 

22 (b) Eaeh separate variety of foundation ela~ seed 

23 plantings, ineluding seed of the same variety originating from 

24 different sourees and grown in the same field, shall be separated 

25 by at least ~ one planting P&W& row &P~~bepw~&e-&e~&Pfr~e±~ 

26 ~fi~~?}e&-&&-~-~&P±e~~-&&fr-~&fr~~fi-&eefr-~p~e-±fi-&~&fifiep 
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1 (c) No variety of potatoes &ftfr±-±- may be certified if grown 

2 within 100 feet of other potato crops affected with virus in excess 

3 of viral disease tolerances permitted in sub. ~4~ 121 (a). b&&& 

4 A distance of less than 100 feet may be permitted if the seed field 

5 is protected against vectors of viral diseases by an adequate barrier 

6 or other condition fr??&~fr& affording protection to the seed field 

7 against vectors of viral disease. 

8 SECTION 6. Ag 26.03(4) through (8) are renumbered Ag 26.03(5) 

9 through (9); and as renumbered, Ag 26.03(5)(title), (7), (8)(a) and 

10 (9)(c) are amended to read: 

11 Ag 26.03(5)(title) CERTIFIED CLASS DISEASE TOLERANCES. 

12 (7) FOUNDATION SEED STANDARDS. In addition to meeting all 

13 requirements for certified seed, foundation seed shall meet the 

14 following additional requirements: 

15 ~&~--~ftfr&~~fi-&e&fr-&ft&±-±-ft&~-~e-&~&~&&-~ft-Wfr~~&&&-&P 

16 &~fte.p.-&t&~&g-e--&~e&&-W-&ep.e.-fi&l'T-e-e-~~:i:?:i:e-El:-&e-e-El:-p&t-&t-e-e-&-&l"e--&t-&l:"-e-a.,. 

17 &~t--ffi&~-&e--&~P.&Et-~fi-t-fte--&~-W&p.e-~&e--&p.-&~p.~-&pe-&-Wfre-p.& 

1 8 e-t-frep.-pe-t-a4;.e-e&·-~fi&J?e-e-t-e4--8:fifr-me-e-t-i-l'Tg-f.0.>d-frfr&M:·&:&-&p.-e-e-fl-t.3:-f.:i:-e-& 

19 &~~a.&-&pe--&~pefrr 

20 {-~ (a)_ Production of foundation class seed shall be limi ted 

21 to those farms which have satisfied disease tolerances for ring rot 

22 under ~fte~~±-e& this chapter for two successive growing seasons. 

23 &&~-±-&t-&~&~-~e-e-&p.P:i:e4--~p.W8:p.fr-8:-&e-&&l'Tfr-&fr&&&l'T-~?-fri-&e&&e~e-±ep.-

2 LI &~&&-~P.-P.~~-P.&t--ft&~-&e-e-l'T-&&t-~&?:i:&&-&l'T&-&&~t-&P.~-~~e-e-&~t-~l'T&-frPe-

2 5 t-&k-e-fi-t.&-17P.&v-e-l'Tt--~ft&~P.-e-&l'Tt-am-i:-:&&M:&:&. I f b ~ et e_r i ~L.t.::.. i ng r 0 t i ~ 

26 found in a seed lot during summer or winter field inspections 

27 or bin inspectio~all seed lots on that farm shall be reQlaced 
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1 and may not be entered for certification the following crop year. 

2 If bacterial ri~ rot is not fo~~~~~ the replacement stocks the 

3 followin~aso~L-they may be reentered for 9~rtif~cation. 

4 If bacterial ring rot is found on or traceable to a seed farm 

5 in more than .one seed lot in the same year or in 2 of 3 

6 consecutive yearsL~~l seed lots on that farm shall be rejected for 

7 certification and all seed lots shall be replaced and may not be entered 

8 for certification the following crop ~ea~ 

9 ~e} (b) No fields of potatoes may be certified as foundation 

10 class seed W&~&& ~ on first or subsequent inspections by the collegei 

Il they are found to be infected with diseases or to contain variety 

12 mixtures in excess of respective tolerances for variety mixture or 

13 various types of diseases as specified below: 
2-f.l4-a-l't& 

14 Disease and Variety 
Mixture 

Foundation &l:t&&eEtti-8-rrt- Foundation 

15 
Leafroll 

16 Mosaics 
SpindIe tuber 

G-.. 2-§-%
G-.. 2-§-%
G-.. :l:-Q.%-

17 

18 
Total Virus Allowed G-.. 2-5-%-

Bacterial ring rot 
19 Variety mixture 

20 

-Gl 

0.1% 
0.1% 
0.1% 

0.1% 

0.0% 
0.0% 

-G2 ±fH3-tre'e-t-!-EH'l- -G3 

0.1% G-r2-5-%- 0.25% 
0.1% G-.. 2-§.%. 0.25% 
0.1% . G-r:l:-G-%- 0.10% 

0.1% G-r2-5-%- 0.25% 

0.0% G-õG-%- 0.0% 
1 plant G-rQ.%- 1 21ant 

per 20 acres 2er 10 
acres 

21 ~&+ ~ The inspection records on seed lots certified by 

-G4 

0.25% 
0.25% 
0.10% 
---
0.25~ 

0.0% 
1 21ant 
~ 
acre 

22 out-of-state agencies as meeting foundation class or better, shall 

23 be submitted to the college before being approved for foundation 

24 planting in this state. A grower purchasing foundation seed 

25 originating from out-of-state sources shall make a thorough 

26 investigation of the out-of-state producer's operation to assure 

27 that an adequate sanitation program has been followed to proteet the seed 
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1 potatoes from contamination by bacterial ring rot and other diseases. 

2 (8)(a) A fo11ow-up winter field test, at a site chosen by the 

3 college, shall be conducted on all seed lots cert~fied by the 

4 college on basis of summer field and bin inspections. A m~fi~~ 

5 sam~~~ of ~~ 400 to 4&~B-&~-~~f4 425 tube~ 1-3/4 to 2-1/4 

6 ~fle& inches in diameter ~~e~& and not to exceed 2-1/2 inches 

7 in l~ngth, shall be subrnitted to the college for winter test 

8 purposes?~ for every 50 acres planted of each lot of seed 

9 potatoes the grower intends to sell or use as certified &~-~&-

10 fr~~fr seed potatoes. 

Il (9)(c) All potatoes stored in a warehouse in which certified 

12 &~~~fra&~~&fr seed is stored shall be from fields entered for 

13 certification. 

14 SECTION 7. A~ 26.03(4) is created to read: 

15 (4) LIMITED GENERATION. (a) All certified seed shall be 

16 produced in a limited generation production scherne. Seed lots are 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

limited to a maximum of five generations of propagation designated 

as follows: 

CLASS 

Foundation 

Foundation 

Foundation 

Foundation 

Certified 

GENERATION 

Gl 

G2 

G3 

G4 

G5 

(b) Generation numbers increase with years of production from 

the original seed source. Foundation class seed shall be 

downgraded autornatically one generation each year. The generation 
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1 year for foundation elass seed shall be printed on tags by the 

2 eollege upon request of the seller or buyer of eertified seed 

3 potatoes. When disease toleranees for a seed elass or generation 

4 are exeeeded, seed lots shall be lowered to the next aeeeptable 

5 seed elassifieation or be rejeeted for eertifieation. Certified 

6 elass seed shall not be designated by generation on tags, nor be 

7 reentered for eertifieation. 

8 (e) Foundation elass seed lots shall be entered for eertifi-

9 eation as foundation-Gl if seed lots are purehased from the col-

10 lege or from an equivalent souree whieh partieipates in a limi.ted 

11 generation seed eertifieation program and is responsible for 

12 generating the original seed lot. All plants or tubers whieh eon-

13 stituted the original seed lot shall have been tested and found 

14 free from viruses X and Y, leafroll viru~, spindIe tuber viroid, 

15 and Corynebaeterium sepedonieum. Seed lots obtained from a souree 

16 other than the originator of the seed lot shail meet foundation 

17 elass standards and shall be downgraded one generation for eaeh 

18 year of propagation, as provided in par. Ca). If seed lots, 

19 ineluding numbered seleetions and new varieties from breeding pro-

20 grams, are obtained from sourees that are not in a limited genera-

21 tion program, the seed lot is eligible for foundation-G3 elass 

22 eertifieation the first year and is subject to all other pro-

23 visions relating to seed elasses and generations thereafter. 

24 (d) Foundation elass seed lots may be renewed as foundation 

25 G-3 by tuber-unit planting (100% tUber-united). Foundation elass 

26 seed lots may be renewed as foundation G-1 by tuber-unit planting 

27 and by testing all plants or tubers as being free from viruses X 
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1 and Y, leafroll virus, spindIe tuber viroid, and Corynebaete~ium 

2 sepedonieum. 

3 SECTION 8. Ag 26.03(9)(d) is ereated to read: 

4 Ag 26.03(9)(d) If baeterial ring rot is found during summer 

5 field inspeetions, the seed lot shall be rejeeted from 

6 eertifieation and may not be stored in a eertified seed potato 

7 warehouse. 

8 SECTION 9. Ag 26.04(1) is amended to read: 

9 Ag 26.04(1) The grades of Wiseonsin eertified seed potatoes 

10 are: Badger State Brand, also known as Blue Tag Grade L Yellow Tag 

Il Grade, Badger State Brand Foundation, and Yellow Tag Grade 

12 Foundation. Seed 29tatoes whieh do not meet foundation or 

13 eertifieation elass standards may not be eligible for grade 

14 inspeetion. 

15 SECTION 10. Ag 26.04(4)(intro.) is repealed and reereated to 

16 read: 

17 Ag 26.04(4) APPLICATION OF TOLERANCES. The eontents of 

18 individual samples drawn from eaeh lot to be graded, other than 

19 bulk eonveyanees, are subjeet to the following toleranee 

20 limitations provided that the averages for the entire lot are 

21 within the toleranees speeified for the grade: 

22 SECTION 11. Ag 26.04(4)(a) is amended to read: 

23 Ag 26.04(4)(a) When the toleranee speeified is ±&~-&~ more 

24 tha~ 10%, individual ~&&*~&-~&-&fi~-b&~ samples may eontain not 

25 more than one and one-half times the toleranees speeified e*ee~~ 

2 6 t-fta:t--a:~-±-e-&&~-e-fre·-Eie-f.e.&&~ve--frfrfr-0-r}e~:f..:f..-s-~-S-17e-&:J:.rn.e.fr-S-ft8:l-±--&e 

2 7 ~e-Pffr:i:-t-t-oo-~fr-8:-P8:&lfa-g-e- fo r the ~ade. 
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1 SECTION 12. Ag 26.04(4)(b) is repealed and recreated to read: 

2 Ag 26.04(4)(b) When the specified toleranee is 10% or less, 

3 individual samples may contain not more than double the toleranee 

4 specified. This does not apply to potatoes damaged by sprouts. 

5 One defeetive and one off-size specimen are permitted in any 

6 sample. One-tenth of the samples inspected enroute or at 

7 destination may contain 3 times the toleranc'e permi tted for 

8 potatoes affeeted by freezing, soft rot, or wet breakdown. 

9 SECTION 13. Ag 26.04(5) is ereated to read: 

10 Ag 26.04(5) DEFECTS CONSTITUTING DAMAGE OR SERIOUS DAMAGE. 

11 (a) External defects. The following external defects may 

12 individually or eollectively constitute damage or serious damage 

13 as defined under s. Ag 26.01(4) and (14), respectively: 

14 1. Deep air eraeks whieh penetrate beyond the vascular ring 

15 or shallow air eraeks whieh materially detraet from the appearance 

16 of the individual potato. 

17 2. Second growth or growth craeks which have developed to an 

18 extent which materially detraets from the appearance of the 

19 individual potato. 

20 3. External diseoloration with brown or darker in color 

21 skinned areas which materially detract from the appearance of the 

22 individual potato. 

23 4. Shriveling, when the potato is more than moderately 

24 shriveled, spongy or flabby. 

25 5. Sprouting, when an individual potato has any sprout over 

26 one inch in length. 

27 6. Surfaee seab whieh eovers an area of more than 5% of the 
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1 surfaee of the potato in the aggregate. 

2 7. Pitted seab whieh affeets the appearanee of the potato to 

3 a greater extent than the amount of surfaee seab permitted or 

4 causes a loss of more than 5% of the total weight of the potato. 

5 8. Rhizoetonia, when materially detraeting from the 

6 appearanee of the individual potato. 

7 9. Wireworm or grass damage, when any hole in a potato of 

8 2-1/2 inches in diameter or 6 ounees in weight is more than 3/4 

9 ineh long, or when the aggregate length of all holes is more than 

10 1-1/4 inches, or when eorrespondingly shorter or longer holes 

11 oeeur in smaller or larger potatoes. 

12 10. Dirt or other foreign matter, when the individual potato 

13 is more than slightly dirty or slightly stained, or when more than 

14 a moderate amount of loose dirt or other foreign matter is present 

15 in the sample. 

16 (b) Internal defeets. The following internal defeets may 

17 individually or eollectively eonstitute damage or serious damage 

18 as defined under s. Ag 26.01(4) and (14), respectively. 

19 1. Ingrown sprouts, if removal causes a loss of more than 5 

20 percent of the to tal weight of the potato. 

21 2. Internal discoloration oceurring entirely within the 

22 vaseular ring, if more than the equivalent of 3 scattered light 

23 brown spots 1/8 ineh in diameter are present in a potato 2-1/2 

24 inches in diameter or 6 ounces in weight, or if a correspondingly 

25 lesser or greater number of spots are present in smaller or larger 

26 potatoes. 

27 3. Internal discoloration outside of or not entirely 
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1 confined within the vascular ring, if removal causes a loss of 

2 more than 5 percent of the total weight of the potato. 

3 (e) Defects constituting serious damage. The following 

4 defects constitute serious damage: 

5 1. Dirt, when the individual potato has caked dirt on more 

6 than one-half of the surface. 

7 2. External discloration with brown or darker in color 

8 skinned areas which seriously detract from the appearance of the 

9 individual potato. 

10 3. Shriveling, when the potato is excessively shriveled, . 

Il spongy, or flabby. 

12 4. Surface seab which covers an area of more than 50% of the 

13 surface of the potato in the aggregate. 

14 5. Pitted seab which affects the appearance of the potato to 

15 a greater extent than the amount of surface seab permitted or 

16 causes a loss of more than 10% of the total weight of the potato. 

17 6. Wirewonn or grass damage, when any hole in a potato of 

18 2-1/2 inches in diameter or 6 ounces in weight is more than 1-1/4 

19 inches long, or when the aggregate length of all holes is more 

20 than 2 inches or correspondingly shorter or longer holes in 

21 smaller or larger potatoes. 

22 7. Ingrown sprouts, when removal causes a loss of more than 

23 10% of the total weight of the potato. 

24 8. Internal discoloration occurring entirely within the 

25 vascular ring, when more than the equivalent of 6 scattered light 

26 brown spots of 1/8 inch diameter, in a potato 2-1/2 inches in 

27 diameter or 6 ounces in weight, or a correspondingly lesser or 
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1 greater number of spots in smaller or larger potatoes. 

2 9. Internal diseoloration outside of or not entirely 

3 eonfined within the vaseular ring, when removal eauses a loss of 

4 more than 10% of the to tal weight of the potato. 

5 SECTION 14. Ag 26.05(1)(b)4 is amended to read: 

6 Ag 26.05(1)(b)4. ~~~ Baeterial ring rot, 

7 SECTION 15. Ag 26.05(1)(b)5 through 7 are renumbered 6 

8 through 8; and, as renumbered, Ag 26.05(1)(b)7 and 8 are amended 

9 to read: 

10 Ag 26.05(1)(b)7. Damage as defined in s. Ag 26.01(4), 

11 ineluding e~~&,-&p~-~&~,-&~ damage &~&&&&~&&~~-&~&e~~&&) 

12 arising from external or internal defeets under s. A& 26.04(5)(a) 

13 and (b)~ and 

14 8. Serious damage as defined in s. Ag-~&T~~~~~~ Ag 26~l(14) 

15 ~&&~~&~~-&e~~~~fr&m~-~fr~&e&-&~4~~~-fre&~~,4Th&fr&~&&~ 

16 &~W&~~,-frftfr-~ft~~&&~-~~~±&~&~~&&. 

17 SECTION 16. Ag 26.05(1)(b)5 is ereated to read: 

18 Ag 26.05(1)(b)5. Nematode or tuber moth injury, 

19 SECTION 17. Ag 26.05(3)(a) is amended to read: 

20 Ag 26.05(3)(a) In order to allow for variations ineident to 

21 proper sizing, not more than 3% of the potatoes in any lot may be 

22 below the required or speeified minimum size exee~that a 5% 

23 toleranee shall be allowed when the minimum size speeified is 

24 2-1/4 inches or more in diameter or 5 ounees or more in wei~b~. 

25 SECTION 18. Ag 26.05(3)(b) and (4) are repealed and reereated 

26 to read: 

27 Ag 26.05(3)(b) Not more than 10% of the potatoes in any lot 



-14-

1 may exeeed the required or speeified maximum size. 

2 (LI) 'rOLERANCES FOR DEFECTS. In order to allow for 

3 variations ineident to proper grading and handIing, the following 

4 toleranees are provided: 

5 (a) 10% for potatoes seriously darnaged by hollow heart, 

6 (b) 10% for potatoes damaged by sprouts, 

7 (e) 5% for potatoes whieh fail to meet the remaining 

8 requirements of the grade because of internal defeets, and 

9 (d) 5% for potatoes which fail to meet the remaining 

10 requirements of the grade because of external defects, provided 

Il that the following tolerances are not exceeded for the following 

12 defects: 

13 1. 0.25% for varietal mixture, 

14 2. 1.00% forelate blight tuber rot, 

15 3. 2.00% for serious damage by dry or moist type fusarium 

16 tuber rot, 

17 4. 0.00% for bacterial ring rot, 

18 5. 0.00% for nematode or tuber moth injury, 

19 6. 0.50% for potatoes damaged by freezing, soft rot or wet 

20 breakdown, provided that an additional 0.50% tolerance for these 

21 forms of damage is allowed for potatoes which are inspected en 

22 route or at destination. 

23 SECTION 19. Ag 26.05(5)(a) is amended to read: 

24 Ag 26.05(5)(a). Bagged potatoes of the Badger State Brand 

25 may be sold, distributed or transported for sale as certified seed 

26 potatoes only in new clean bags. The bags shall bear a net weight 

27 statement and be conspicuously and prominently imprinted with the 
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1 words "Badger State Brand," or the brand of the grower or an 

2 organization through whieh the seed potatoes are marketed and bear 

3 an offieial blue tag issued by the eollege. The bags shall hear 

4 no other grade or brand designation unIess approved by the 

5 department. The offieial blue tag shall be seeurely attaehed to 

6 eaeh bag and be prominently and eonspieuously imprinted with the 

7 words "Wiseonsin Certified Seed Potatoes Badger State Brand." In 

8 addition, the blue tag shall show the variety of the potatoes, 

9 season during whieh grown, and name and address of the grower. An 

10 offieial metal seal furnished by the department shall also be 

11 affixed to the string on all hand sewn bags to seal the eontents 

12 of the bag. Offieial metal seals are not required on maehine sewn 

13 bags where the stitehing aets as an effeetive seal for the 

14 eontents of the bag. 

15 SECTION 20. Ag 26.05(5)(e) is ereated to read: 

16 Ag 26.05(5)(e) Transportation. All vehiiles, eontainers or 

17 other eonveyanee equipment shall be eleaned and sanitized prior to 

18 use or loading of seed potatoes. The eollege may withhold tags 

19 from any shipment which does not meet this requirement. Seed 

20 potatoes shipped without tags may not be certified. 

21 SECTION 21. Ag 26.06(1)(a) is amended to read: 

22 Ag 26.06(1)(a) Not seriously misshapen and not frozen, except 

23 that potatoes seriously misshapen may be graded and eertified as 

24 Yellow Tag Grade potatoes if th~~atoe~~ aceeJ2.!.?ble to the 

25 buye~ and 

26 SECTION 22: Ag 26.06(1)(b)4, 6 and 7 are amended to read: 

27 (b)4. H~flS Bacterial rin& rot, 
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1 (b)6. Damage by external defeets as defined in s. Ag ~&r~~ 

2 26.04(5)(~, ~4~ ~fr&±~&~~-~~~&,~~~-~~,~~-&~-~~-

3 ffleefr&fr~&±-&~-&~ft&~~&fr&-e~&efr~-~&~-~~&~e&-&e~~&±~-

4 ffl~&ft&~fr~&~-&e-~~&&e&-&fi&-&e~~~e&-&&-~±~-~~-&~&fre 

5 G~&&e-~&~e&-~?-~fte-~~&~&-~e-&&&efr~&&±e-~-~fte-&~~~, and 

6 (b)7. Serious damage, exeept hollow heart, eaused b~ 

7 ~nternal defeets as defined in s. Ag ~&r~~±±~ 26.04(5)(b), 

8 ~&&±etEl4-ftg-&~3:-&'d-&-&8:ffrage e&~&e-El-&y-g-p.e-w.~ft-e-~&e-1f.&,-fft&ft&g.&fr~-&~fr:i:-l9:g-

9 &~4fi ~~fi&3:---ili:-B-C-&±&~~:i:-&:&. 

10 SECTION 23. Ag 26.06(2) is amended to read: 

11 (2) SIZE. The size requirements &~·~±e~&fi&e&-F&~-~~ 

12 for Yellow Tag Grade potatoes shall be the srune as for Badger 

13 State Brand eertified seed potatoes. 

14 SECTION 24. .Ag 26.06(3) is repea1ed and reereated to read: 

15 Ag 26.06(3) TOLERANCE FOR SIZE. (a) In order to allow for 

16 variations ineident to proper sizing, not more than 3% of the 

17 potatoes in any lot of Yellow Tag Grade potatoes may be below the 

18 minimum size. 

19 (b) Not more than 15% of the potatoes in any lot of Yellow 

20 Tag Grade potatoes may exeeed the maximum size, provided that when 

21 the maximum size is not more than 12 ounees, the quantity of 

22 potatoes in exeess of 16 ounees sha11 not exeeed 5% of the lot. 

23 SECTION 25. Ag 26.06(4) is renumbered ( 5) • 

24 SECTION 26. Ag 26.06(4) is ereated to read: 

25 Ag 26.06(4) TOLERANCE FOR DEFECTS. In order to allow for 

26 variations ineident to proper grading and handIing, the following 

27 toleranees are permitted for Yellow Tag Grade potatoes: 
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1 ( a) 10% for potatoes damaged by sprouts. 

2 (b) 5% for po ta toes seriously damaged by internal defeets. 

3 ( e) 20% for potatoes failing to meet the remaining 

4 requirements of this grade, provided that the following toleranees 

5 are not exeeeded for the following defeets: 

6 1. 6.00% for defeets eonstituting serious damage, 

7 2. 5.00% for damage by seab, 

8 3. 1. 00% for late blight tuber rot, 

9 4. 0.25% for varietal mixture, 

10 5. 0.00% for inj ury eaused by baeterial ring rot, nematodes 

Il or tuber moths. 

12 6. 1.DO% for frozen, soft rot or wet breakdown, 

13 SECTION 27. Ag 26.06(5)(e) is ereated to read: 

14 (5)(e) Transportation. All vehieles, eontainers or other 

15 eonveyanee equipment shall be eleaned and sanitized prior to use 

16 or loading of seed potatoes. The eollegemaywithhold tags from 

17 any shipment that does not meet this requirement. Seed potatoes 

18 shipped without tags may not be eertified. 

19 SECTION 28. Ag 26.07(1)(e)3 is ereated to read: 

20 Ag 26.07(1)(e)3. 'Transportation.' All vehieles, eontainers 

21 or other eonveyanee equipment shall be eleaned and sanitized prior 

22 to use or loading of seed potatoes. The eollege may withhold tags 

23 from any shipment that does not meet this requirement. Seed 

24 potatoes shipped without tags may not be eertified. 

25 SECTION 29. Ag 26.07(2)(e)3 is ereated to read: 

26 Ag 26.07(2)(e)3. 'Transportation.' All vehieles, eontainers 

27 or other eonveyanee equipment shall be eleaned and sanitized prior 



-18-

1 to use or loading of seed potatoes. The college may withhold tags 

2 from any shipment that does not meet this requirement. Seed 

3 potatoes shipped without tags may not be certified. 

4 SECTION 30. The rules contained in this order shall take 

5 effect on the first day of the month following publication in the 

6 Wisconsin administrative register, as provided in s. 

7 227.026(1)(intro.), Stats. 

8 Dated this j g day of July, 1986. 
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Clearinghouse Rule 86-3, Chapter Ag 26, relating to 
Certified Seed Potatoes with the Department of Agricul
ture, Trade and Consumer Protection. 

Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis 

Under s. 227.19(3m), Wis. Stats., the department is certifying the 
adoption of Chapter Ag 26 will not have a significant economic impact 
on a substantial number of small businesses and that the agency has 
complied with the requirements of s. 227.114(1) and (5), Wis. Stats. 
Pursuant to s. 227.19(3m), Wis. Stats., a final regulatory flexibility 
analysis is therefore not required. 

Comments from Legislative Committees 

The rule was referred to the Assembly Agriculture Committee on 
June 27, 1986 and to the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Health and 
Human Services on June 25, 1986. Neither committee held a hearing on 
the rule, and the department received no comments from either 
committee. 
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