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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

STATE OF WISCoNSIN 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESoURCES 

RECEIVED 

NOV .1 0 1988 
Re~~6rö of Statutes 

Sureau 

Carrol/ D. Besadny 
Secretary 

BOX 7921 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETINGS: 

I, Bruce B. Braun, Deputy Secretarv of the Department of Natural Resources and 
eustodian of the offieial reeords of said Department, do here~y certify that the 
annexed eopy of Natural Resourees Board Order No. WS-6-88 was duly approved and 
adopted by this Department on August 25, 1988. I further certify that said eopy has 
been eompared by me with the original on file in this Department and that the same 
is a true eopy thereof, and of the whole of such original. 

(SEAL) 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have here
unto set my hand and affixed the 
offieial seal of the Department at 
the Natural Resources Building/~l 
the City of 11adison, this -7-_tr"_'
day of November, 1988 

(
/ (J-I ~'I· ) 



ORDER OF, THE STATE OF WISCONSIN 
NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD CREATING RULES 

..................................... 
IN THE MATTER of creating ch. NR 
146 of the Wisconsin Administrative • 
Code pertaining to we11 dri11er and . 
pump insta11er registration ..................................... 

RECEIVED 

NOV 1 01988 

Revisor of Statutes 
Sureau 

WS-6-88 

Analysis Prepared by the Department of Natural Resources 

Authorizing statutes: 
Statutes interpreted: 

s. 162.01(1), Stats. 
ch. 162, Stats. 

Chapter 162, Stats., created authority for the department of natural 
resources to set ru1es and regu1ations for methods to obtain pure 
water for human consumption. The law defines we11 dri11ing and pump 
insta11ing, sets minimum qua1ifications to become a registered weIl 
driller or pump installer, and describes under what conditions a 
registration can be suspended or revoked. The department has operated 
a weIl driller/pump installer registration program using the framework 
set forth in ch. 162, Stats., and policy procedures that are an 
interpretation of ch. 162, stats. Chapter NR 146 incorporates the 
procedures into ru1e form and addresses some of the registration 
problems identified. 

Chapter NR 146 gives additional detail as to when a registration is 
required, states exceptions for registration, describes how to apply 
and the required experience, requires the passage of an exam for new 
applicants, requires continuing education for all registrants, 
explains when a firm registration is required, describes the renewal 
process, details responsibilities of the registrant, and describes 
what activities may be performed by a suspended or revoked registrant. 

SECTION 1. Chapter NR 146 is created to read: 

NR 146 

WELL DRILLER AND PUMP INSTALLER REGISTRATION 

NR 146.01 PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY. (1) PURPOSE. The purpose 
of this chapter is to establish the criteria by which the department 
administers the weIl driller and pump installer registration program 
required by ch. 162, Stats. 

(2) APPLICABILITY. This chapter applies to any person, firm, 
corporation or partnership engaging in, or intending to engage in, the 
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business of we11 dri11ing or pump insta11ing in the state of 
Wisconsin. This chapter does not app1y to we11 dri11ing or pump 
insta11ing activities invo1ving a we11 supp1ying water which is not 
used for, or intended to be used for, human consumption or the washing 
or preparation of food products. 

Note: Any person constructing a we11 or insta11ing a pump, 
regard1ess of whether he or she is required to be registered under 
this chapter, is required to comp1y with app1icab1e statutory and 
administrative code requirements for we11 construction and pump 
installation. For examp1e, ch. NR 112 contains we11 construction and 
pump insta11ation requirements for private water systems and chs. NR 
108 and 111 contain we11 construction and pump insta11ation 
requirements for public water systems. 

NR 146.02 DEFINITIONS. As used in this chapter: 
(1) "competent sanitary engineer" means a professiona1 engineer 

registered by the Wisconsin department of regu1ation and 1icensing who 
practices in the discip1ine of civil, sanitary and structura1 
engineering. 

(2) "Department" means the department of natural resources. 
(3) "Direet supervision" means actua1 physica1 presence by a 

Wisconsin registered we11 dri11er during all we11 dri11ing activity or 
by a Wisconsin registered pump insta11er during all pump insta11ing 
activity. 

(4) "Engage in the business of" inc1udes advertising, bidding, 
contracting, preparing p1ans and specifications, supervising we11 
dri11ing or pump insta11ing activities, performing we11 dri11ing or 
pump insta11ing activities, bi11ing or receiving payment for work 
done. . 

(5) "Pump installing" has the meaning designated in s. 162.02(5), 
stats., and inc1udes insta11ing, rep1acing, or reinsta11ing a pump or 
the associated discharge piping or insta11ing or rep1acing an adapter, 
we11 seal, weIl cap, pressure tank or water treatment device prior to 
the pressure tank. 

(6) "Registrant" means a person, firm, corporation or partnership 
registered to engage in the business of we11 dri11ing or pump 
instal1ing in Wisconsin. 

(7) "Regulation" means the conditions under which any 
registration or variance is issued or p1ans and specifications are 
approved by the department. 

(8) "Water system" means the water supply, storage, treatment 
facilities and all structures and piping by which water is provided. 

(9) "WeIl" has the meaning designated in s. 162.02(6), stats. 
(10) "We11 drilling" has the meaning designated in s. 162.02(8), 

stats., and includes any activity which requires the use of a weIl 
drilling rig or similar equipment, or which is conducted using a weIl 
drilling rig or simi1ar equipment with the exception of the driving of 
points, or any activity which changes the character of a drilled we11. 
Activities for which the department may require a Wisconsin weIl 
driller registration include constructing, reconstructing or deepening 
a weIl, installing a liner, installing or replacing a sereen, weIl 
rehabilitation, hydrofracturing, blasting and chemical conditioning. 
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NR 146.03 REGISTRATION. (1) REQUIRED. No person, firm, 
eorporation or partnership may engage in the business of we11 dri1ling 
or pump instal1ing, or hold himself, herself or itself out as or aet 
temporarily or otherwise as a weIl driller or pump installer, in the 
state of Wiseonsin without first obtaining a weIl driller or pump 
installer registration from the department. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS. A Wiseonsin we11 dri1ler or pump installer 
registration is not required for: 

(a) A person eondueting weIl drilling aetivities under the 
supervision of a Wiseonsin registered weIl driller or a person 
eondueting pump installing aetivities under the supervision of a 
Wiseonsin registered pump installer, 

(b) An owner or lessor of land eondueting weIl drilling or pump 
installing aetivities on a water system located on property oceupied 
by the owner or lessor of land, 

(e) Competent sanitary engineers preparing plans and 
speeifieations or supervising the installation of wells and water 
systems, for which the engineer prepared plans and speeifieations, by 
a Wiseonsin registered weIl driller or pump installer, or 

(d) superintendents of waterworks systems supervising the 
installation of wells and water systems, for which the superintendent 
is responsible, by a Wiseonsin registered weIl driller or pump 
installere 

(3) PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. All weIl drilling and pump installing 
work shall conform to statutory and administrative eode requirements 
and to any department approved plans and speeifications or variance. 

NR 146.04 INITIAL APPLICATIONS. (1) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. (a) 
All new registration applieations shall be submitted on forms provided 
by the department. 

(b) All information on an applieation shall be true and aeeurate. 
The department may request a registration applicant to verify any 
information on the applieation submitted. 

(e) The department shall conduet review of eompleted 
applieations within 65 business days. Ineomplete applieations shall 
be returned to the applieant. 

(d) Registration shall be effeetive on the date the permit is 
issued by the department and expires on December 31 of eaeh year. 
Registrants shall inform the department within 15 business days of any 
ehanges in the information on the application submitted to the 
department. 

(2) WELL DRILLER REGISTRATION. To be eligible for a weIl driller 
registration, an applieant shall: 

Ca) Have 2 years of weIl drilling experience, within the last 5 
years, under the supervision of a Wiseonsin registered weIl driller. 
The name and address of the supervisory weIl driller, the dates of 
apprentieeship and a deseription of the aetivities condueted shall be 
provided to the department, 

(b) Have drilled at least 30 wells or performed at least 1500 
hours of weIl drilling aetivities in 2 years, a minimum of 10 wells or 
750 hours in any single year. To fulfill this requirement the welle 
ehall be eonstrueted in aeeordance with statutory and administrative 
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eode requirements and any department approved plans and speeifieations 
or varianee, 

(e) Demonstrate his or her ability, understanding and eompeteney 
to engage in the business of weIl drilling in Wiseonsin by passing an 
exam administered by the department, and 

Note: Exam topies may inelude seope of department rules, weIl 
eonstruetion, reeonstruetion, rehabilitation and loeational 
requirements as weIl as sampling and reporting requirements. The 
department will solieit exam topies and questions from registered weIl 
drillers. 

(d) Submit a eompleted applieation and applieation fee of $50. 
The weIl driller registration applieation shall inelude information 
regarding the weIl driller apprentieeship such as the names of weIl 
owners, their addresses and phone nUmbers, the legal deseriptions of 
the loeations of the wells, the dates the wells were eonstrueted and a 
reeent photo of the applieant operating a weIl drilling rig. 

(3) PUMP INSTALLER REGISTRATION. To be eligible for a pump 
installer registration an applieant shalI: 

(a) Demonstrate ability, understanding and eompeteney to engage 
in the business of pump installing in Wiseonsin by passing an exam 
administered by the department, and 

Note: Exam topies may inelude seope of department rUles, weIl 
loeation and pump installation requirements and sampling and reporting 
requirements. The department will solieit exam topies and questions 
from registered pump installerso 

(b) Submit a eompleted applieation and an applieation fee of $25. 
(4) BUSINESS REGISTRATION. (a) All firms, eorporations and 

partnerships engaging in the business of weIl drilling or pump 
installing in Wiseonsin shall obtain a business registration for eaeh 
place of operation, business or retail outlet. 

(b) To be eligible for a business registration to engage in the 
business of weIl drilling, a person holding a valid Wiseonsin weIl 
driller registration shall either be employed by or hold an ownership 
interest in the business and shall be available to supervise weIl 
drilling aetivities. A eompleted business registration applieation 
signed by both the designated supervisory Wiseonsin registered weIl 
driller and an authorized agent for the business and a $50 application 
fee shall be submitted to the department. The designated supervisory 
Wiseonsin registered weIl driller is responsible for ensuring that 
weIl drilling work performed by the business is eondueted in 
complianee with all applieable statutory and administrative eode 
requirements and any department approved plans and speeifieations or 
varianee. 

(e) To be eligible for a business registration to engage in the 
business of pump installing, a person holding a valid Wiseonsin pump 
installer registration shall either be employed by or hold an 
ownership interest in the business and shall be available to supervise 
pump installing activities. A eompleted business registration 
applieation shall be signed by both the designated supervisory 
Wiseonsin registered pump installer and an authorized agent for the 
business and a $25 applieation fee shall be submitted to the 
department. The designated supervisory Wiseonsin registered pump 
installer is responsible for ensuring that pump installing work 
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performed by the business is conducted in compIianee with all 
applicable statutory and administrative code requirements and any 
department approved plans and specifications or variance. 

, NR 146.05 REGISTRATION CONDITIONS AND EMERITUS. (1) CONDITIONS. 
The department may condition a weIl driller or pump installer 
registration or renewal based on the experience and qualifications of 
the applicant. Conditions which may be imposed by the department 
include prior department notification of weIl drilling or pump 
installing activities. 

Note: A notification condition may be fulfilled by a weIl 
driller or pump installer by phoning the office of the designated 
department employee. 

(2) EMERITUS STATUS. A Wiseonsin registered weIl driller or pump 
installer may request to be listed with the department as an emeritus 
if the weIl driller or pump installer is no longer engaged in the 
business or businesses for which a Wisconsin registration is helde An 
emeritus is not required to earn the eontinuing edueation credits 
deseribed in S. NR 146.07 and shall eontinue to receive codes, 
bulletins or other doeuments prepared and printed by the department . 

• 
NR 146.06 OUT OF STATE WELL DRILLERS. WeIl drillers lieensed or 

registered to engage in the business of weIl drilling in states other 
than Wiseonsin are eligible for a Wiseonsin weIl driller registration 
if: 

(1) The department determines that the weIl drilling regulations 
and registration program of the state in whieh the applieant is 
registered is substantially similar to Wiseonsin's, 

(2) The applieant is in good standing in the state in whieh he or 
she is licensed or registered to engage in the business of weIl 
drilling, 

(3) The applieant demonstrates eompeteney to engage in the 
business of weIl drilling in Wiseonsin by passing an exam administered 
by the department, and 

(4) A eompleted applieation whieh is true and aeeurate and an 
applieation fee of $50 are submitted to the department. 

NR 146.07 RENEWALS. (1) APPLICATION. (a) To renew an individual 
or business weIl driller or pump installer registration, the 
registrant shall submit a renewal applieation to the department on or 
before January 1 of eaeh year. The department may require that proof 
of complianee with continuing edueation eredit requirements under sub. 
(2) be submitted with the renewal applieation. 

(b) Renewal applieations shall be submitted on forms provided by 
the department and aecompanied by a fee of $50 for eaeh weIl driller 
registration and $25 for eaeh pump installer registration. 

(e) The department shall eonduct review of eompleted renewal 
applieations within 15 business days. Ineomplete applieations will be 
returned to the applieant. 

Note: Renewal applieations must be reeeived by the department no 
later than Deeember 5 for a renewal to be effeetive on January 1 of 
the following year. 
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(d) A late penalty of $15 shall be assessed for any application 
received by the department after January 1. An incomplete renewal 
application which is resubmitted to the department after January I 
shall be assessed a late penalty of $15. 

, (e) A renewal is effective on the date the registrant receives a 
permit from the department and expires on December 31 of each year. 

(2) ELIGIBILITY. Only registrants holding valid Wisconsin weIl 
driller or pump installer registrations on December 31 who have met 
the continuing education credit reguirements of this section are 
eligible for renewal in the following year. 

(3) CONTINUING EDUCATION. (a) Each year, registrants shall earn 
continuing education credits by attending training sessions sponsored 
by the department. The owner of a firm, corporation or partnership 
which is registered by the department on the basis of employment of a 
Wisconsin registered weIl driller or pump installer shall earn 
continuing education credits for renewal of the firm, eorporation or 
partnership's registration. continuing edueation eredits earned by a 
person who is al so the owner of a firm, eorporation or partnership 
registered by the department may be used for renewal of both that 
personIs and the firmls, eorporation's or partnership's registration. 
At least 6 eredits eaeh year shall be earned by attending department 
sponsored training sessions. Continuing education eredits shall be 
earned between January 1 and December 31 of each year beginning 
January 1, 1989. 

Note: The department will consult with weIl drillers and pump 
installers in developing eontinuing education programs. One of the 
department sponsored training sessions will be held in conjunction 
with the annual Wiseonsin water weIl association meeting. 

(b) WeIl driller registrants shall earn a minimum of 6 eontinuing 
edueation credits. 

(e) Pump installer registrants shall earn a minimum of 6 
eontinuing education eredits. 

(d) Combined weIl driller and pump installer registrants shall 
earn a minimum of 6 eontinuing edueation eredits. 

(4) ENGAGING IN BUSINESS. A person or business applying for a 
renewal under this seetion may not engage in the business of weIl 
drilling or pump installing after a permit has expired until he or she 
has reeeived a renewed weIl driller or pump installer registration 
from the department. 

NR 146.08 REGISTRANT RESPONSIBILITIES. All weIl driller and pump 
installer registrants shall: 

(1) Perform work in complianee with, and en sure that work 
performed under their supervision is eonducted in complianee with, all 
applieable statutory and administrative eode reguirements and any 
department approved plans and speeifieations or varianee, 

(2) Upgrade any noncomplying existing weIl or pump installation 
on whieh work is performed. The work shall conform to the statutory 
and administrative eode reguirements in effeet at the time the work is 
performed. WeIl drillers shall be responsible for correetions 
relating to weIl loeation, eonstruetion and reconstruetion. PUmp 
installers shall be responsible for eorreetions relating to the pump 
installation. 
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(3) Complete any eorreetions ordered by the department on any 
well or pump installation the registrant performed work on, supervised 
work on or signed a well eonstruetion report for. Well drillers shall 
be responsible for eorreetions relating to well loeation, eonstruetion 
and'reeonstruetion. Pump installers shall be responsible for 
eorreetions relating to the pump installation. 

(4) Submit any report required to be submitted by statute, 
administrative rule or order in the time period required and notify 
the department of any ehange in information submitted on well driller 
or pump installer registration and renewal applieations. Reports 
shall be eomplete, true and aeeurate. 

(5) Clearly identify the name and registration number of the 
registered person, firm, eorporation or partnership in all advertising 
and on any well drilling rig, pump installation truek or similar 
equipment. The identifieation of equipment shall be at least 2 inches 
in height with at least 1/4 ineh wide brush stroke. The 
identifieation shall have a sharp color eontrast with the baekground 
on whieh it is applied. The identifieation shall remain legible and 
maintained without deterioration. 

(6) Refuse to eontraet for well drilling for, or lease or lend 
well drilling or pump installing equipment to, an unregistered person, 
firm, eorporation or partnership without supervising the well drilling 
or pump installing aetivities of the unregistered person, firm, 
eorporation or partnership, and 

(7) Refuse to eontraet for well drilling for, or lease or lend 
well drilling or pump installing equipment to, a suspended or revoked 
well driller or pump installer without direetly supervising the well 
drilling or pump installing aetivities of the suspended or revoked 
well driller or pump installere 

NR 146.09 SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION. (1) BASES FOR ACTION. The 
department may suspend or revoke a well driller or pump installer 
registration for any of the following reasons: 

Ca) A material misstatement in the applieation for a registration 
or renewal, 

Cb) A demonstrated ineompeteney to aet in the business or 
businesses for whieh a Wiseonsin registration is held, 

(e) Two willful violations of any provision of ch. 162, stats., 
or any rule, regulation or order preseribed by the department: or 

(d) convietion in any civil or criminal proeeeding of any action 
eonstituting fraud in eonneetion with well drilling or pump installing 
aetivities. 

(2) SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION ACTIVITIES. No person, firm, 
eorporation or partnership whose registration has been suspended or 
revoked may engage in the business of well drilling or pump installing 
during the suspension or revoeation period unless: 

Ca) WeIl drilling aetivities are performed under the direet 
supervision of a Wiseonsin registered weIl driller and pump installing 
aetivities are performed under the direet supervision of a Wiseonsin 
registered pump installer, 

Cb) The suspended or revoked well driller or pump installer shall 
be an employee of the Wiseonsin registered well driller or pump 
installer direetly supervising his or her aetivities. A eopy of the 
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employment contraet shall be provided to, and approved by, the 
department before any weIl drilling or pump installing aetivities are 
eommeneed. An employment eontraet entered into to meet the 
requirements of this chapter shall inelude the assignment of 
responsibility for supervision, submission of reports and the 
eompletion of work in conformanee with all applieable statutory and 
administrative eode requirements to the Wiseonsin registered 
supervisory weIl driller or pump installer. , 

(e) The suspended or revoked registrant notifies the department 
of the location of any weIl or pump installation the registrant will 
be working on at least 48 hours in advanee; and 

(d) The suspended or revoked registrant notifies the department 
of the location of eaeh weIl drilling rig or pump installation truck 
owned, leased or used by the suspended or revoked registrant and of 
any ehange in the loeation of any rig or truek during the suspension 
or revoeation period. 

(3) REINSTATEMENT. (a) A registrant who has been suspended based 
on ineompetency to aet in the business or businesses for which a 
Wiseonsin registration was issued shall demonstrate competency to 
engage in the business or businesses by passing an exam administered 
by the department. 

(b) A revoked registrant may apply for a new registration one 
year or thereafter after the date of revoeation. A registration 
application by a revoked registrant is not arenewal. 

The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the state of 
Wisconsin Natural Resourees Board on August 25, 1988. 

The rules shall take effeet the first day of the month following 
publication in the Wisconsin administrative register as provided in s. 
227.22(2) (intro.), Stats. 

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

By 
etary 

(SEAL) 



State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

November 9, 1988 

Mr. Orlan L. Prestegard 
Revisor of Statutes 
Suite 702 
30 W. Mifflin Street 

Dear Mr. Prestegard: 

RECEIVED 

NOV 1 0 1988 

Revisor of Statutes 
Sureau 

Csrrol/ D. 8essdny 
Secfefsry 

1020 

Enelosed are two copies, including one eertified copy, of state of Wisconsin Natural 
Resourees Board Order No. WS-6-88. These rules were reviewed by the Assembly 
Committee on Environmental Resourees and Utilities and the Senate Committee on Urban 
Affairs, Energy, Environmental Resourees and Eleetions pursuant to s. 227.19, Stats. 
A summary of the finaI regulatory flexibility analysis and comments of the 
legislative review committees is also enclosed. 

You will note that this order takes effeet following publieation. Kindly publish it 
in the Administrative Co de aceordingly. 

Sincerely, 

Ene. 


