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The state superintendent of public instruction hereby repeals PI 

11.24(2) (a) through (d), (3) (a) and (b), and (4) through (11), amends PI 

11.24(title), (1), (2) (title) and (intro.), and (3) (title) and (intro.), and 

creates PI 11.24(4) through (10)., relating to physical and occupational 

therapy service s provided under special education programs. 

ANALYSIS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

statutoryauthority: ss. 115.77(4) and 227.11(2)(a), Stats. 

statute interpreted: s. 115.83(1)(a) and (5), Stats. 

Several sections of ch. PIll are out of date and need to be revised. Many of 
these revisions will occur after the 1993-95 budget is passed and statutory 
revisions to ch. 115, stats., are made. However, s. Pl 11.24, relating to 
physical and occupational therapy support services, needs to be updated at 
this time due to the creation of school physical therapist (PT) and school 
occupational therapy (OT) assistant licenses, effective July 1, 1993. 

Currently there are no provisions relating to PT or OT assistants under ch. PI 
11 because there are no such positions. However, since these licenses will 
become available on July 1, 1993, and such positions will be created, criteria 
for the supervision of persons holding either license must be established by 
that date. Therefore, criteria regarding licensure requirements for persons 
seeking a position as asehool PT or OT assistant are cross-referenced under 
ch. PI 3 and criteria relating to the supervision of persons ho~ding these 
licenses are established under these proposed rules. 

In addition, section PI 11.24 is revised to delete obsolete language as well 
as to create provisions relating to responsibility for related services. 
Licensure and service requirements of physical and occupational therapists are 
established, includirig setting caseload minimums and maximums. 

1 SECTION 1. PI 11.24(title), (1), (2) (title) and (intro.), and (3)(title) 

2 and (intro.) are amended to read: 

3 PI 11.24 (title) RELATED SERVICE: PHYSICAL AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY. 

4 (1) LEGISLATIVE INTENT. S.ubchapter V, ch. 115, Stats., gives an LEA the 

5 authority to establish physical therapyand occupational therapy service s 

6 outoide of orthopedio oohool oentero. The authority contained in S. 115.83 (1) 

7 (a), stats., is limited to approving special physical or occupational therapy 
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1 services for children with EEN ·.~ho are em .. olled in the epecial educatiofi 

2 programs offered ay the 'LEAe. 

3 (2) (title) PLAN OF SERVICE. (intra.) Prior approval from the divisiofi 

4 ehall be oataified aefore a ~hysioal therapist or oooupatiofial therapist or 

5 both ie employed. Each district The LEA shall develop a eyetematic plan of 

6 service for providing physical therapy or occupational therapy or both when 

7 required, as eupportive a related servi~e to the eetabliehed special education 

8 program5. ~ The plan shall be submitted to the division afid shall ifioludel 

9 for approval. 

10 NOTE: Form PI-2200, Plan of Service, may be abtained at no charge by 
11 writing to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Bureau for 
12 Exceptional Children, P.O. Box 7841, Madison, WI 53707-7841. 

13 (3) (title) M-TEAM. (intra.) The formatian and functioning of the M-team 

14 for children who appear to require physical therapy or occupational therapy or 

15 both shall be organized and function in the same mafiner as for all other dis 

16 aaility groupo pursuant to s. PI 11.04. A phyeical therapist or afi 

17 oooupatiofial therapist or aoth ehall be ifioluded Ofi the H Team 'dhefi it is 

18 euopeoted that the child'e edusatiofial prograffi will require phyeical therapy 

19 or oeoupational therapy or aoth supportive servioes. The M-team shall 

20 determine whether occupational therapy, physical therapy or both are reguired 

21 to assist a child with EEN to benefit from the special education program. 

22 SECTION 2. PI 11.24(2)(a) to (d) and (3)(a) and (b), and (il) are 

23 repealed. 

24 SECTION 3. PI 11.24(4) to (10) are repealed and recreated to read: 

25 PI 11.24(4) IEP MEETING. The participants in the IEP meeting may 

26 include physical therapy or occupational therapy or both in a child's IEP if 

27 the M-team has concluded the ehi id needs the therapy. The participants in the 

28 IEP meeting may delete physical therapy or occupational therapy or both from a 

29 child's IEP. 

30 (5) RESPONSIBILITY OF DIRECTOR OR PROGRAM DESIGNEE. (a) The director 

31 shall be responsible for the supervision and evaluation of personnel providing 
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2 (b) The direetor or the program designee shall be responsible for the 

3 administration of physieal and oeeupational therapy provided under this 

4 seetion. 

5 (6) DIVISION AND DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. (a) The division shall 

6 notify the LEA of the approval or disapproval of the LEA's plan of service 

7 submitted under sub. (2). 

8 (b) The department shall reimburse the LEA for the salaries and fringe 

9 benefits of personnel under this seetion and for the transportation of 

10 ehildren for the purpose of reeeiving physieal therapy or oeeupational therapy 

11 as speeified under ss. 115.88 and 115.882, Stats. 

12 (7) PHYSICAL THERAPISTS' LICENSURE AND SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. 

13 Lieensure. Asehool physieal therapist shall be lieensed by the department 

14 under s. PI 3.37. 

15 Cb) Caseload. 1. Exeept as speeified under subds. 2 and 3, the easeload 

16 for a full-time school physieal therapist shall be as follows: 

17 a. A minimum of 15 ehildren. 

18 b. A maximum of 30 ehildren. 

19 e. A maximum of 45 ehildren with one or more school physieal therapist 

20 assistants. 

21 2. The easeload for a part-time school physical therapist may be pro-

22 rated based on the speeifications under subd. 1. 

23 3. A caseload may vary from the speeifieations under subd. 1 or 2, if 

24 approved in the LEA's plan of service under sub. (2). The following shall be 

25 considered in determining whether the varianee may be approved: 

26 a. Frequency and duration of physieal ~herapy as speeified in the 

27 ehlld's IEP. 

28 b. Travel time. 

29 c. Number of evaluatlons. 

30 d. preparation time. 
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2 (e) Medical Information. The school physical therapist shall have 

3 medical information from a licensed physician regarding a child before the 

4 child receives physical therapy. 

5 (d) Delegation and Supervision of Physical Therapy. 1. The school 

6 physical therapist may delegate to asehool physical therapist assistant only 

7 those portions of a child's physical therapy which are consistent with the 

8 school physical therapist assistant's education, training and experience. 

'9 2. The school physical therapist shall supervise the physical therapy 

10 provided by asehool physieal therapist assistant. The school physical 

11 therapist shall develop a written policyand procedure for written and oral 

12 communication to the physical therapist assistant. The policyand procedure 

13 shall include a specific description of the supervisory activities undertaken 

14 for the school physical therapist assistant which shall include either of the 

15 following levels of supervision: 

16 a. Close supervision. The school physical therapist shall have daily, 

17 direet contact on the premises with the school physieal therapist assistant. 

18 b. General supervision. The school physical therapist shall have 

19 direet, face-to-face contaet with the school physical therapist assistant at 

20 least one e every 14 calendar days. Between direet contacts, the physical 

21 therapist shall be available by telecommunication. The school physieal 

22 therapist providing general supervision under this subdivi.ion shall provide 

23 an on-site reevaluation of each child's physical therapy a minimum of one time 

24 per ealendar month or every tenth day of physieal therapy, whichever is 

25 sooner, and adjust the physical therapy as appropriate. 

26 3. A full-time school physieal therapist may supervise no more than 2 

27 full-time equivalent physieal therapist assistant positions which may inelude 

28 no more than 3 physical' therapist assistants. 

29 4. Notwithstanding the provisions under this paragraph, the act 

30 undertaken by asehool physical therapist assistant shall be considered the 
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2 (e) Responsibility of School Physical Therapist. A school physical 

3 therapist under this subsection shall. conduct all physical therapy evaluations 

4 and reevaluations of a child, participate in the development of the child's 

5 IEP, and develop physical therapy treatment plans for the child. A school 

6 physical therapist may not be represented by a school physical therapist 

7 assistant at an M-team meeting. 

8 (8) SCHOOL PHYSICAL THERAP1ST ASSISTANTS' QUALIFICATIONS AND 

9 SUPERVISION OF PHYSICAL THERAPY. (a) Licensure; A school physical therapist 

10 assistant shall be licensed by the department under s. PI 3.375. 

11 (b)·Supervision. The school physical therapist assistant providing 

12 physical therapy to a child under this section, shall be supervised by a 

13 school physical therapist as specified under sub. (7)(d). 

14 (9) OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS' LICENSURE AND SERVICE REQUIREMENTS. isl 

15 Licensure. The school occupational therapist ehall be licensed by the 

16 department under s PI 3.36. 

17 (b) Caseload. 1. Except as specified under subds. 2 and 3, the 

18 caseload for a full-time school occupational therapist shall be as follows: 

19 a. A minimum of 15 children. 

20 b. A maximum of 30 children. 

21 c. A maximum of 45 children with one or more occupational therapy 

22 assistants. 

23 2. The caseload for a part-time school occupational therapist may be 

24 pro-rated based on the specifications under subd. 1. 

25 3. A caseload may vary from the specifications under subd. 1 or 2, if 

26 approved in the LEA's plan of service under sub. (2). The following shall be 

27 considered in determining whether the variance may be approved: 

28 a. Frequency and duration of occupational therapy as specified in 

29 the child's IEP. 

30 b. Travel time. 
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4 (c) Medical Information. The school occupational therapist shall have 

5 medical information and medical referral from a licensed physician before a 

6 child is evaluated for occupational therapy. 

7 Cd) Delegation and Supervision of occupational Therapy. 1. The school 

8 occupational therapist may delegate to a school occupationai therapy assistant 

9 only those portions of a child's occupational therapy which are consistent 

10 with the school occupational therapy assistant's education, training and 

11 experience. 

12 2. The school occupational therapist shall supervise the occupational 

13 therapy provided by a school occupational therapy assistant. The school 

14 occupational therapist shall develop a written policyand procedure for 

15 written and oral communication to the occupational therapist assistant. The 

16 policyand procedure shall include a specific description of the supervisory 

17 activities undertaken for the school occupational therapist assistant which 

18 shall include either of the following levels of supervision: 

19 a. Close supervision. The school occupational therapist shall have 

20 daily, directcontact on the premises with the school occupational therapy 

21 assistant. 

22 b. General supervision. The school occupational therapist shall have 

23 direct, face-to-face contact with the school occupational therapy assistant at 

24 least once every 14 calendar days. Between direct contacts, the occupational 

25 therapist shall be available by telecommunication. The school occupational 

26 therapist providing general supervision under this subdivision shall provide 

27 an on-site reevaluation of each child's occupational therapy a minimum of one 

28 time per calendarmonth or every tenth day of occupational therapy, whichever 

29 is sooner, and adjust the occupational therapy as appropriate. 

30 3. A full-time school occupational therapist may supervise no more than 
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1 2 full-time equivalent occupational therapy assistant positions which may 

2 include no more than 3 occupational therapy assistants. 

3 4. Notwithstandin9 the provisions under this paragraph, the act 

4 undertaken by asehool occupational therapy assistant shall be considered the 

5 act of the supervising occupational therapist who has dele9ated the act. 

6 (e) Responsibility of School Occupational Therapist. Asehool 

7 occupational therapist under this subsection shall conduct all occupational 

8 therapy evaluations and reevaluations of achiid, participate in the 

9 development of the child's lEP, and develop occupational therapy treatment 

10 plans for the ehiid. Asehool occupational therapist may not be represented 

11 by asehool occupational therapy assistant at an M-team meeting. 

12 (10) SCHOOL OCCUPATlONAL THERAPY ASSlSTANTS' QUALlFlCATlONS AND 

13 SUPERVlSlON. 

14 (a) Licensure. A,school occupational therapy assistant shall be 

15 licensed by the department under s Pl 3.365. 

16 (b) Supervision. The school occupational therapy assistant providing 

17 occupational therapy to a child under this section shall be supervised by a 

18 school occupational therapist as specified under sub. (8) (d). 

The rules contained in this order shall take effeet on the first d~y of 
the month commencing after the date of publication in the Wisconsin 
Administrative Register, as provided in s. 227.22 (2) (intro.), Stats. 

, iA 
Dated this cJli' day of May, 1993 

~e~~~ 
lnterim state Superintendent 

1 799,1 




