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Trans 300.01 Purpose and scope. (1) The purpose of:
this chapter is to promote the safe transportation of pupils and oth-
er authorized persons in school buses as defined in's. 340.01 (56),
Stats..

(2) This chapter is 1ntended to pxov1de spec1flc safety—related
standa.tds regarding the design, constructioh, inspection, and op-
eration of school buses.

- {(3) -The chapter provides for d1ftenng standards for vehicles

of varying size and configuration.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.02 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Attended” means the driver is in the immediate area of the
school bus service door or, in the case of a bus equ1pped with a
power lift, the driver is assisting a disabled per son to board or exit
the bus operating the power lift controls.

(1m) “Department” means the depattment of Uansportatlon

(2). “Driver’s compartment” means the area forward of the

rearmost por’uon of the driver’s seat across the entue width of the

bus.
2m) “FMVSS” means federal motor vehicle safety standard
. (3).“GAWR” means the gross axle weight rating.
(4). “GVWR” means the gross vehicle weight rating.

(4m) “Rebody” means the placmg of a new or replacement
school bus body on a prevmusly—-hcensed ‘school bus chassis,

(5) “SAE” means the somety of autoinotive engmeers B

(6) “School bus or “bus ‘means any vehicle defmed m 5.
340.01. (56), Stats.

(7) “Secretary” means the secxetaxy of the department of trans-
portation. - :

- (7my) “Vehicular hazaxd warnmg lamps means utilization of
all turn 31gna1 lights snnultaneously by actuatmg the veh1cula.t :
hazard warning switch.’

(8) “Wheelchair” means any speCIally constructed wheeled
device used exclus1vely foz the movement of physically disabled

persons.
History:  Cr. Register, February, 1983 No. 326, eff. 3—1-83; renum. (1) to (m),
cr. (l), (2m), (4m), (7m), am:.(8), Regxster, Februaxy, 1995; No 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Subchapter I——Purchasmg and Operatmg
Requlrements ,

- Trans 300.10. Manufactu rer. Itis the vehicle manuf'acturer
and the - school - bus. body - manufacturer’s . responsibility. to
manufacture a school bus in compliance with all federal and state
standards applicable to the manufacturer of school buses. The ve-
hicle manufacturer shall provide copies of all equipment recalls
to the administrator, Wisconsin division of state patrol, to assure.
appropriate repairs are made.

“History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3.1 1-83; am. Register, Febru-
ary, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.
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Trans 300.11 Dealer. (1) Itis the chassis dealer’s responsi-
bility to furnish a motor vehicle chassis that is to be combined with
a school bus body which meets the applicable state standards that
relate to chassis components. The chassis dealer is the statutory
owner of the school bus.

(2) General practice through the years has made the school bus
body distributor the person who actually delivers the school bus
to the purchaser. The presale inspection shall be the responsibility
of the dealer or the distributor delivering the school bus to the pur-
chaser.

(3) The dealer or distributor that is required to secure the pres-
ale inspection shall be clearly indicated on the purchase order.

{(4) The dealer shall assure that copies of all equipment recalls
are provided to the division of state patrol.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No, 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), (3), cr. (4),
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.12 Distributor. The schoel bus body distributor
acts as an agent of the final assembler of the school bus. The dis-
tributor is the agent that may arrange for the presale inspection of
the school bus. If the purchaser wishes to arrange for the presale
inspection, this shall clearly be stated on the purchase order. The
distributor shall furnish a school bus body which meets the appli-
cable state standards that relate to body components. The distribu-
tor or owner who furnishes a rebody shall arrange for the initial
inspection prior to its use as a school bus.

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. Reglster, Febru-
ary, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.13 Purchaser. No person may purchase a
school bus previously titled and registered in another state or juris-
diction to be used in Wisconsin school transportation that is in ex-
cess of 5 years of age from the original date of manufacture.

(1) Any person intending to purchase a motor vehicle to be
used as a school bus shall provide the seller with a written notice
of such intent prior to the signing of the purchase order. A notation
on the purchase order shall fulfill this réquirement.

(2) Any person intending to purchase a school bus body to be
combined with a motor vehicle chassis to form a body—on—chassis
type school bus shall provide the seller or distributor with a written
notice of such intent prior to the signing of the purchase order. A
notatmn on the purchase order shall fulfill this requnement

(3) Any person purchasmg a school bus shall not use the ve- -

hicle for any pupil transportation unless the bus has been in-
spected by the department and approved for use as a school bus
in Wisconsin. This shall not preclude such use if items needing
correction or alteration after the imitial inspection-are of a nature
that would not affect safe transportation of students. The inspect-
ing officer shall advise the owner if a new bus may be used wh1le
the 1tems not in compliance are being corrected.

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3~1-83; cr, (intro.); Register,
February, 1995 No 470 eff. 3-1-95.

“Trans 300.15 Employer requirements. (1) Eachem-
ployer of school bus drivers shall be responsible to determine that
only qualified personnel operate school buses according to safe
practices and that each bus is qualified for pupil transportation.

(2) The operator or owner of a school bus shalt have a mainte-
pance record file for each school bus: The maintenance record file
shall be kept at the principal repair facility used for the bus. If the
bus owner does not operate a repair facility, the record file shall
be kept current at another location accessible for inspection. The
record file shall be mamtamed for the life of the bus and shall con-
tain:

(a) Identification of the bus mcludmg make, model vehicle
identification number, and fleet number. , ,

(b) Arecord of repairs performed including the date and nature
of repair. .
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(¢) A record of the lubrication and preventive maintenance
performed including date and nature of maintenance.

(d) The initial inspection and a copy of the latest inspection
performed by state employes.

(3) All required records shall be open for inspection and pres-
ented to the secretary or his or her agent upon demand. The secre-
tary may periodically authorize deletion or destruction of material
contained in the record file.

(4) A driver’s written report of a bus defect or of an unsafe bus
as determined during a pre—trip inspection or during the bus op-
eration shall be maintained for a period of 7 calendar days after
repair.

glrstory Cr. Register, February, 1983, No, 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2) (), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.16 Driver requirements. (1) Prior to the start
of any trip the driver shall check the condition of the bus, giving
particular attention to brakes, tires, lights, emergency equipment,
mirrors, windows, and interior cleanliness of the bus. Defects
shall be reported in writing to the person in charge of bus mainte-
nance. The driver shall be responsible for the cleanliness of the in-
terior of the bus and shall ensure that the windshield and mirrors
are clean before each school bus operation.

(2) Articles may notbe transported within the bus body if there
is or may be interference with the safe transportation of pupils or
with the driver or if the articles obstruct the aisle, stepwell, or

steps. No animal, firearm, or other weapon of any sort, or articles:

not associated with school activity shall be permitted on a bus
without the express, written authorization -of .the appropriate
school administrator. The bus driver shall refuse admittance to
any student not presenting the required written authorization. The
driver shall des1gnate where all such articles shall be carried in'the
bus. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to animals
specially trained to aid disabled persons which may be permitted
in accord with s. 174.056 (1), Stats,

(3) The driver shall not smoke or permit smoking aboard the
school bus.

(4) A driver shall not operate a school bus while under the in-
fluence of alcohol or a controlled substance or a combination of
alcohol and a controlled substance or permit the use of alcohol or
a controlled substance on any school bus. The driver shall not op-
erate a school bus if he or she is under any medication, or combina-
tion of medication and alcohol, which may affect the safe opera—
tion of the bus.

(5) Drivers operatinga school bus that meets the definition of
a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with ss. 346 63 (5) and
346.63 (7) (a), Stats.

{6) Drivers operating a school bus not meeting the definition
of a commercial motor vehicle shall comply with the following:

(a) A driver shall not consume an'intoxicating beverage re-
gardless of its alcoholic conteént within 4 hours before going on
duty, or operating, or having physical control of, a school bus.

(b) A driver'shall not consume an intoxicating bevexage're-
gardless of'its alcoholic content while on duty, or opezatmg, orin
physical control of, a school bus.

(¢) A driver shall not have in his or her possession any alcohol-
ic beverage regardless of its alcoholic content while on duty or op-
erating a 'school bus.

-(d) "A driver shall not operate a school bus while havmg any
measured alcohol concentration above 0.0,

(7) The driver shall maintain order among passengers bemg
transported and shall promptly report any misconduct to the prop-
er authority. The driver may assign a seating order.

(8) Loading stations or points shall be selected with due regard
for traffic and pedestrian safety and shall be approved by school
authorities: When flashing red warning lights are used as required
by s. 346.48, Stats., they shall be actuated continuously at least
100 feet before stopping. The stop arm shall-be used in conjunc-
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tion with the flashing red warning lights and shall be extended
only after the bus comes to a stop. Except where there are special

loading zones where the bus is entirely off the traveled portion of

the highway, the bus shall be stopped on the traveled portion of the
highway in the lane farthest to the right which is improved, de-
signed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, excluding the berm
or shoulder. The flashing red warning lights shall not be extin-
guished until loading or unloading is completed and persons who
must cross the highway are safely across. The stop arm shall be
retracted before putting the bus in motion.

:(9) A school bus shall not be stopped on any pomon ofa hlgh—
way for the loading or discharge of pupils or other persons unless
the bus is painted the yellow and black school bus color combina-
tion, is equipped with a.stop signal arm and alternating flashing
red lights and is'identified by a school bus sign. This subsection
shall notapply to a vehicle which is operating within a municipali-
ty and which i$ notreadily identifiable as a school bus. When load-
ing ot discharging pupils in a rural area, a vehicle not identifiable
as a school bus shall do so off the highway and in such a manner
that the pupils do not have to cross the highway.

(10) The driver shall make sure that there is no traffic danger
before allowing pupils to cross the highway. Pupils obliged to
cross the highway shall be required to cross from a point at least
10 feet forward of the standing bus only after receiving a signal
from the driver. When discharging passengers the driver shall not
proceed until all persons are at a safe distance away from the bus
or, if crossing the roadways, they are safely across the street or
highway. This subsection applies only where flashing red signals
are required by s. 346.48, Stats., or authorized by s. 349.21, Stats.

(11) - A-driver shall not leave the bus unattended with the en-
glne running or the key in the ignition when pup1ls are in the bus
or in the immediate area of the bus.

(12) Except as provided in sub. (15), the doors of a bus shall
be closed securely before starting and shall remain closed while
the bus is in motion. Abmpt starts and stops or sudden maneuvers
are proh1b1ted except in an emergency.

(1 3) The driver shall not require nor permit any passenger to
stand while the vehicle is in motion except while a passenger is
going to a door or seat just prior to stopping or 1mmed1ately after
loading. This does not apply to chaperones or monitors in the per-
formance of their duties. The driver shall not permit any passenger
to sit anywhere on the bus except in seats provided. = - '

(1 4) The driver may not operate a school bus beyond the legal

posted speed limits on any town, county, mumclpal state or feder-
al highway.

- (15) The driver of a school bus quuued to stop: ata xalhoad

crossing by s. 346.45; Stats., shall come to a full stop at-a distance
of not less than 15 feet nor more than 50 feet before crossing at
grade any track of a railroad. The vehicle hazard warning lamps
shall be used - when the bus is slowing for the stop and shall remain
on until the bus has resumed normal speed. While the bus is so
stopped, the driver shall-open the service door and listen and-look
in both directions along the track for any approaching train and for
signals indicating the approach of a train. After stopping and upon
proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of the bus shall cross
only in the gear of the bus that will make it unnecessary to manual-
ly shift gears while traversing the crossmg, and the driver shall not
shift gears while traversing the crossing. The service door shall re-
main open until the front wheels of the bus have cleared the first
set of tracks for each requued stop, but shall be: closed before shift-
ing.

(16) In case of an acc1dent ora breakdown‘, when pr acticable,
the driver shall remain with the bus and may send 2 responsible
pupils or other passengers to the nearest place for help unless aid
has been secured by means of 2-way communication,

Q@ 7) The vse of audio headsets by drivers shall be prohibited.

Trans 300.20

(18) Drivers shall check the entire interior of the school bus
following each trip to assure all passengers are off the bus.

{19) Drivers, school boards, transportation supervisors, and -
bus owners shall cooperate at all times with authorized division
of state patrol personnel in carrying out the inspection of school
buses and equipment.

(20) No persons except pupils, school employes, chaperones
and other persons approved by the school or department authori-
ties shall be permitted to ride in a school bus subject to this chapter,
provided that school board members or an authorized department
official conducting an mspectlon of the vehicle or examination of
the driver’s ability shall be given such privilege. Transportation
of passengers in excess of the number posted in the bus is prohib-
ited.

History: Cr. Reglster Februaxy, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3~1-83; am (2), (3), renum.

S)to (15) tobe (7) 16 (16) and (19) and am. (7) 1 (10), (12), (14) to (16), cx. (5),(6),
(17, (18), (20), Regxster, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.17 Passengers. School bus passengers ‘shall
comply with any lawful order given by the driver in carrying out
the driver’s responsibility of transporting passengers safely.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.18 Out of service. (1) Any bus that is found
to be in such condition that it is unsafe for use as a school bus shall
have an “out of service” sticker attached to the lower right corner
of the windshield, and the vehicle shall not be used as a school bus
while the sticker is displayed.

(2) A vehicle with an “out of service” sticker displayed shall
be reinspected by and shall have the sticker removed by an em-
ploye of the division of state patrol prior to reuse as-a school bus.

(3) Itshall be illegal for any person other tha.n an agent of the
department to remove, conceal or obstruct an out of service”
sticker unless the vehicle:

(a) Has the base school bus reglsttauon removed;

(b) Is re—registered i in such a manner as to pIOhlblt its use as
a school bus; and,

+:{c) Is converted to meet the requirements of's. Txans 300 19..

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), Reg;stex,
Febxuary, 1995 No 470 eff 3-1 1-95.

Trans 300.19 Reqmrements to convert a school bus.
The owner of every vehicle identified as a school bus by color,
signis, and lights which is converted from a school btis to some oth-
er type of vehicle shall comply with the following requirements:

) Repamt the entire vehicle to a color other than glossy yel-
low or any color commonly referred to as yellow.’ '

@ Phys1cally remove the flashmg red lights from the vehicle;
the mere disconnection, covering or 1epainting of the flashmg red
lights shall not comply with this tequuement c

{3) Remove the stop signal arm,

{4) Remove any sign identifying the vehicle as a school bus
History: Cr. Reg;ster, Febmary 1983, No. 326, eff 3—1-83 o

Trans 300.20 Adoption of standards. (1) Pu:suant to
s. 227.21, Stats.; the attorney general and the revisor of statutes
have consented to the i incorpor ation by Iefexence of the followmg
standards. i

“ (a) 'SAE J579c—sealed beam headlamp uniits for motor. ve-
hicles. 'SAE standard approved January 1940 and last Tevised by
the lighting committee December 1984. o

(b) SAE J. 585¢—tail lamps (rear position lamps). SAE stan-
dard approved March 1918 and last revised by the lighting com-
mittee March 1986, L

(c) SAE J586 Feb 84—stop lamps.; SAE standatd appxoved‘
February 1927, completely revised by the lighting committee De-
cember 1989. '
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- (d) SAE J587 Oct 81—license plate lamps. SAE standard ap-
proved March 1918 and lastrevised by the lighting committee Au-
gust 1985.

(e) SAE J588f—turn stgnal lamps. SAE standard approved
February 1927 and last revised by the lighting committee June
1991.

(f) SAE J592 Jan 84—clearance, side marker, and identifica-
tion lamps. SAE standard approved January 1937 and last revised
by the lighting committee March 1990.

(8) SAE J593e—backup lamps. SAE standard approved Au-
gust 1947 and Jast revised June 1989.

(h) SAE J887 May 82—school bus warning lamps. SAE stan-
dard approved July 1964 and completely revised August 1987.

(i) SAE J914b—side turn signal lamps. SAE recommended
practice approved February 1965 and last revised November

() SAE J1133 April 84—school bus stop arm. Report of the
lighting committee, approved Apnl 1976, completelyrev1sed July
1989.. :

k) F ederal regulations adopted. The federal regulations in
title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, part 393, parts and accesso-
ries necessary for safe operation, and part 571, motor vehicle safe-
ty standards, adopted by the United States department of trans-
portation and-in effect on October 1, 1994 shall be enforced in
relation to a school bus under this chapter as though the regula-
tions were set out in full in this chapter.

(2) Copies of the references are on file in the offices of the divi-
sion of state patrol, the secretary of state, and the revisor of stat-
utes; or may be purchased from the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers (SAE), 400.Commonwealth Drive, Warrendale, PA, 15096.
The standards are noted in the SAE handbook, 1992 edition. Any
standard or recommended practice shall be treated as an approved
standard and shall not be advisory in nature. .

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; correction in (1) (in-

tro.) made unders. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register, December, 1987, No. 384; am.
1) @ to (@), (2), cr. (1) (§), (k), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.21 Rebody requirements. (1) A school bus
may be upgraded by the installation of a new body on an older
chassis. This product will be known as a rebody school bus.

(2) A chassis provided for arebody shall be currently titled and
licensed as a school bus in Wisconsin. .

(3) Proof shall be presented to the school bus body distributor
that all chassis defects from the previous inspection have been
corxected

(4) The followmg items shall have been replaced with new or
rebuilt parts w1th1n 12 months pnor to the time of rebody:

(@ Al brake lines replaced with steel or stamless steel lines
and all brake hoses replaced. N

(b) Hydrovac and related lines.

(c) Vacuum tanks, ' N

_(d) Shock absorbers.

“(e) Ifair equlpped all tanks lines, diaphragms, and valves.

(5} Any chassis 5 years old or less that has the items in sub. (4)
may be waived from replacement provided the school bus body
distributor is satisfied.it is in like—new condition. .

- (6):The replacement body shall meet all FMVSS requirements
apphcable at the time the body was manufactured. .

(7). Allrebody school buses shall be inspected by the d1v1smn
of state patrol:before operation as.a school bus. This 1nspect10n

shall be the same inspection as a presale ingpection.
History: . Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff..3-1-95.

Trans 300.22 Charter operations. A school bus may be
used temporarily as a motor bus for Uansportauon purposes if the
following requireménts. are met:

‘(1) The registrationrequirements as provided in s. 341 26(7),
Stats.
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- (2) The lettering as prescribed by s. 347.44 (1) (c), Stats., is
covered or removed. This may be accomplished by substituting
the word “charter” for*school.” This subsection shall not apply
when transporting children for any purpose under s. 346.48 (2)
(c), Stats.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95,

Subchapter II—Equipment Standards

" Trans 300.25 Aisle. (1) Every school bus of more than
10,000 pounds GVWR, or of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less
manufactured in 2 stages, shall have a center aisle with a minimum
clearance 12 inches wide. The center aisle shall be the open area
which pupils entering the service door utilize to gain.access to
their seats. The center aisle shall extend from the driver’s
compartment to the emergency exit at the rear of the bus. The
school bus that has a side emergency door shall, in addition, have
a 12-inch wide aisle from the center aisle to the side emergency
door. The intent of this requirement is to provide a 12—inch wide,
unrestricted aisle to any emergency door.

{2) An open area for wheelchairs shall not be considered an

a1sle
History: Cr Register, Febxuaxy, 1983, No. 326 eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), Regxster,
Februaxy, 1995 No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.26 Alternator, generator. (1) The alternator
or generator shall have a capacity that meets or exceeds the mini-
mum requirement for the reserve capacity rating of the battery.

{2) A school bus of more-than 15,000 pounds GVWR shall be
equlpped with an alternator or generator of atleast 100 ampere rat-
ing.

3) A school bus of 15,000 pounds GVWR or less but more
than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with an alternator
or generator of at least 80 ampere rating.

(4) A school bus of 10,000 pounds or less GVWR shall be
eqmpped with an alternator or generator of at least 60. ampere rat-

ing. If a school bus is equipped with a power lift, it shall be

equipped with an 80 ampere or more rated alternator or generator.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3—1—83 am. (4), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300. 27 Barriers. 1) Every school bus of more than
10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with a bartier forward
of the foremost right and left front seats that complies w1th
FMVSS 222, school bus seating and crash protection.

(2) A school bus of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less manufac-
tured in'2 stages shall be equipped with a barrier or a padded stan-
chion forward of the foremost right and left front seats. The barrier
shall extend from the wall to the aisle. If a stanchion is utilized, the
area immediately in front of the foremost seat shall be protected
with a'padded panel extending from no more than 4 inches above
the floor to the‘crossbar. The stanchion bars shall be padded.

-{3) Ifthe bus meets any federal!equuements relating to the use
of seat'belts, the bus shall, in addition, be equipped with bamers
or stanchions as indicated in this section.

. History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. Reglster, Febxu—
ary, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95. .

Trans 300.28 Bat'tery “The storage battery shall have a
cranking performance ratmg equal to or greater than the cubic
inch displacement of the engme powexed by any means other than

with diesel fuel.
History: - Cr. Reglstex, February, 1983 No. 326, eff 3—1—83

) Trans 300.29 Battery carrier and connectlons (1) All
batteries shall be securely attached in a manner to prevent disloca-
tion in.the event of an accident. The battery may be mounted in the
engine compartment or, when mounted outside of the engine
compartment, it shall be contained in a closed, drained, weather-
tight and vented compartment which shall retain the battery in the
event of upset or roll-over of the bus. If the battery is mounted in
the body skirt, the battery compartment door or cover shall be se-

.
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cured by a latch. The battery shall not be located in the passenger
compartment.
(2) The cables to the battery shall not be spliced.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470 eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.30 Book racks. (1) Book racks, if installed,
shall be located above the side windows: They: shall not extend
forward of the foremost point of the front seat.or across or above
the emergency door.

(2)° Book racks made of expanded punched, or woven metal
are not permitted.

(3) Book racks shall be free of projections or sharp edges.

(4) Book racks are permitted only in buses wrth a minimum

of 72" head room. ...
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff 3- 183,

" Trans 300.31 Brakes. (1) Every school bus shall meet fed-
eral brake standards under 49 CFR 393.40 to 393.52, 396.17, and
applicable standards under 49 CFR 571.105 and 571:121, in effect
at the time ‘of manufacture. Each brake system including the park-
ing brake shall be maintained in ‘good working order. The brake
system shall be free of any leaks. The lines and hoses shall not be
chafed, flattened or restricted in any ‘way.

(2) A school bus of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR that uses
air assisted brakes shail be equipped with a2 low pressure warning
system which functions at 60 psi and lower. The governor cut out
pressure may. not exceed 135 psi. The governor cut in pressure
may not be lower than 80 psi.

(3) A school bus of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR that uses
vacuum assisted brakes shall be equipped with a low pressure

warning system which functrons when the vacuum is 8 inches of

mercury and less.

(4). A school busrof more than 10, 000 pounds GVWR whenv

equipped with air or vacuum -assisted brakes shall be equipped
with a reserve tank having a capacity of not less than 1,000 cubic
inches to provide additional air or vacuum for the primary brake
system. There shall be a check valve or pressure protective valve
to protect the system from ioss of air or vacuum. There shall be no
accessory ‘except the low pressure waining device operated from
the air or vacuum reserve tank or its connecting lines. The low
pressure warnmg system shall be installed to indicate the air pres-
sure orvacuum in the tank. The gauge required to monitor thrs sys-
tem shall be visible to the driver.at all times.

(5) Every“school bus ‘shall be equrpped with'a power assist
brake system.

(6) The interior of the brake drnms brake hnmgs, brake discs,
and pads shall be free of cracks and contamrnatron from oil or
grease

(7) The brake systems shall be properly adjusted to provide
maximum brakmg effort in accordance with 49 CFR 396 17 (ap-
pendrx G).

‘History: Cr. Regrster,Febrnary, 1983, No. 326 eff 3-1-83 am. (D, (6),(7), Reg-
ister, February, 1995, No. 470, eff 3-1-95.

Trans 300.32 Bumpers. (1) The front bumper of buses of

more than 10,000 pounds GYWR shall have not less than an
8-inch face and shall extend between the frame rails as a mini-
mum. The bumper shall be of sufficient strength and be positioned
to permit pushing a vehicle of similar weight without distortion to
the bumper, chassis, or body. v

- {2) The rear-bumper of buses of more than 10 000 pounds
GVWR shall have not less than an 8-inch face and shall wrap
around the rear corners of the body to.a point at least 12 inches for-
ward: The bumper shall be of sufficient strength and shall be posi-
tioned to permit the bus to be pushed without distortion to either
the bumper or the bus body. There shall be no more than Lhinch
space between the bumper and the body. Protective material may
be utilized to fill all or part of the required Y4inch space.

Trans 300.34

(3) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less shall be equipped

with bumpers on the front and on the rear.
History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.33 Capacity. (1) The passenger capacity of 2
school bus shall be determined by the following standards:

(a) Pupils through the 12th grade shall be allotted 13 inches of
seatmg space.

(b) Each wheelchair location shall be counted as one seating
posrtron

(2) There shall be displayed on the inside of the bus duectly
over the windshield on the right side a sign indicating the maxi-
mum pupil passenger capacity. The size of the letters and numer-
als shall be large enough to permrt them to be read by passengers.
Transportatron of passengers in excess of the number designated
on the sign or'of the actual seat measurement is prohibited.

(3) The total available seating capacity pér seat shall deter-
mine the capacity of the bus. Fold down or fold up seats or reclin-
ing seats shall not be permitted except that at side emetr gency door
locations, a “flip—up seat” may be used. The “flip—up seat” shall
conform to the following requirements.

(a) The “flip—up seat” shall be designed and constructed to in-
hibit passenger limbs from becoming lodged between the seat
cushion and seat back.

(b) The working mechanism under the seat shall be covered to
eliminate any tripping hazard.

(c) The bottom of the “f11p~up seat” shall be covered with sheet
metal or other material of equal suength and durabrhty and any
sharp edges padded to prevent injury or snagging of clothing.

(d) The seat shall be designed and constructed to rise to a vertr-
cal posmon automatically when not occupied.

(4) All'passengers aboard a school bus shall be seated in a per-
manently mounted seat. This subsection does not apply to persons
Uansported in wheelcharrs or in other devrces where specral care

is requrred
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), renum. (3)

gi
to(3) (rmro Jandam.,cr, (3) (a)to (d), Register, February, 1995,No.470, eff, 3-1-95.-

“Trans 300.34 Color. (1) All school buses shall be painted
national school bus glossy yellow with the exception of the trim,
grill, and the bumpers. Grrlls may be chrome, black, yellow srlver,
or gray. :

" (2) When painted, the bumper shall be painted black.

"(3) The followrng are designated as trim and shall be parnted
black: ;

- (a) Rub rarls ;

(b) :Stop arm mounting brackets -

(4) The following may be desrgnated as trim or body compo-
nents and-if painted shall be either black or yellow: :

(a) Door handles. 3

(b) Grab handles. : :

(c) Window sash, seals, gaskets, and bands onexposed edges

{d) Door seals and gaskets.

‘(e) Mirror frame and mounting brackets.

_ (D Lampflanges, housings, and an area around the 7-inch tail
lamp or combination stop and turn lamps not to exceed 3 inches.

.(®) Reflector frames and flanges.

(h) Windshield wiper arms.

(i) Snow rails.

“(§) License frame and mounting brackets. -

(5) The body manufacturer’s name including a logo may ap-
pear on the exterior of the vehicle in any color.

(6) Noncontrasting reflective material is perrmtted to include,
but not limited to, rub-rails, snow rails, as “school bus” lettering
and the owner’s identification as required in s. Trans 300.61 (6)
or permitted in s. Trans 300.61 (7). Front or rear bumper, or both,
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Trans 300.34

may be marked diagonally 45 down to centerline of pavement
with 2—inch wide strips of noncontrasting reflective material.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3~1~83; am. (1), (4) (), (6),
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.35 Construction. (1) The construction shall be

of prime commercial quality steel or other metal except for the

ggml, hood, or fenders and shall comply with FMVSS 220, school

bus rollover protection. School buses with a GVWR of 10,000 1bs.

or more shall comply with FMVSS 221, school bus body joint
strength.

(2) The construction shall provide a reasonably dustproof and
weather tight unit. Openings between the chassis and passenger
compartment shail be sealed to prevent fumes or exnaust gasfrom
entering the bus body.

WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 376

{4) The defrosting system shall conform to SAE standards

J391 and J382.
History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; cr. (4), Register, Feb-
ruary, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95. :

Trans 300.37 Drive shaft. (1) Each segment of the drive
shaft more than 18 inches long shall be equipped with a suitable
guard to prevent an accident or injury in the event of its fracture
or disconnection. This section does not apply to vehicles of 10,000
pounds GVWR or less manufactured in a single stage.. -

(2) ‘The universal joints and the center bearing of every bus
subject to inspection shall not be loose or worn.

History: . Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.38 Emergency warning equipment. (1)

Dot - (3) The floor or subfloor shall be of prime commercial quality  Each school bus shall be equipped with 3 bidirectional emergency

) § % steel of atleast 14 gauge. Plywood may be used in additiontoother  triangles, 011 burning pot flares shall not be carried on a school
Gy ,?flooring material. The floor shall be level from frosit to back and  bus.

5l et g from side to side except in the wheel housing, toeboard, and driv- (2) All emergency equipment shall be kept in suitable fasten_

Q%&éa % § ¢ fer’s seat platform areas. The body cross members below the floor ers or containers in a readily accessible place in the driver’s

may have no more than 2 consecutive and no more than 3 total
members that are completely rusted through.

(4) For buses.of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, all joints
within bus bodies which employ discrete fasteners, specifically
those which join panels to panels, shall achieve a significant por-
tion of the strength of the parent metal, so that all available panel
materials are capable of serving as part of the structure.

(5) AIll metal used in construction of the bus body shall be
zinc— or aluminum-—coated or treated by an equivalent process be-
fore the bus is constructed. Included are such items as structural
members, inside and outside panels, floor panels and floor sill. Ex-
cluded are the door handles, grab handles, stanchlons, interior
decorative parts, and other interior plated parts.’

(6) Annually between December 1 and December 15, each
school bus manufacturer shall certify to the department that all
school buses manufactured for sale in Wisconsin in the following
calendar year will comply with this section: The certification shall
be filed in the division of state patrol. The certification may be ad-
dressed to the administrator, division of state patrol, P.O. Box
7912, Madison, WI 53707-7912.

@ Each school bus body manufactmex shall sta.mp the let-
ters“WI” either preceding or following the body identification
number to indicate that the bus body was built to meet Wisconsin
school bus construction standards. The school bus body manufac-
turer shall furnish to the department a blueprint indicating the size
and placement of the*“WI” requirement on its buses to be sold in
Wisconsin. A sample plate shall be furnished by the manufacturer
to the division of state patrol showing the placement of the “WI”.
This subsection does not-apply to vehicles in use as school buses
in Wisconsin prior to March 1, 1979.

(8) The owner of any vehicle previously marked, teglstered
ortitled in another jurisdiction as a school bus shall, prior to using
the vehicle for any pupil transportation in Wisconsin, submit the
vehicle for department inspectjon and approval as provided by s.
Trans 300.13 (3). In addition, the owner shall provide proof satis-
tactory to the division of state patrol that the vehlcle is constructed
in compliance with this section.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, éff. 3—1—83 am. (1), 2),(6),r.
and recr. (8), Register, February, 1995, No 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.36 Defroster. (1) The defrosting system shall
have the capacity to keep the windshield, the window to the left
of the driver and the glass in the service door clear of fog and frost.
The defroster outlets shall not be restricted in any way.

(2) Fans may be-used in addition to. deﬁostexs, but shall be
mounted so.as not to obstruct the driver’s view.

" (3) Any exposed fan blade shall have a shroud.
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compartment. The container or units shall be secured to the bus.

(3) Emergency equipment may be locked or kept in a locked
compartment provided it is not locked when passengers are being
transported.

(4)  This section shall not pxeclude the carrying of -additional
emergency equipment.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eﬁf 3-1-83; 1:(5), Register, Feb-
ruary, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3~1-95.

Trans 300.39 Emergency exits. (1) Each school bus shall
have emergency exits that comply with 49 CFR 571,217 and
FMVSS 217, bus window retention and release, and the following
requirements. If a left side emergency door is utilized, there shall
also be an emergency exit window in accordance with sub. (8), lo-
cated in the back of the bus. A window by itself does not meet this
requirement for an emergency exit.

(2) Required emer: gency exits shall bé designed to be opened
from both the inside and the outside of the bus.

(3) There shall not be any obstructions in the aisles or inside
of the door that would delay or hinder an orderly use of the emer-
gency exit.

(4) Steps leading to an emergency doox are pIOhlblted

(5) The upper and lower portion of the central rear emergency
door shall be. equipped with approved safety glass, the area of
which shall be not less than 400 square inches in the upper portion
and not less than 280 square inches in the lower portion. Vantype
buses are exempt from the requirement to have glazing in the low-
erpart of the door. The left side emergency door shall be equipped
with safety glass in the upper portion and the lower portion shall
be of at least the same gauge metal as the body The emergency
door shall be hinged on the right side if it is in the rear of the bus
and on the front side if it is in the left side and shall open only out-
ward, Control of the emergency door from the driver’s seat shall
not be permitted.

(6) The emergency doors shall be equipped with a slide bar,
camoperated latch which shall havée a-minimum stroke of one
inch. The latch shall be equipped with an electric plunger-type
switch connected with a distinctive signal audible to the. driver,
shall be automatically operated, shall clearly indicate the unlatch-
ing of the emergency door and may not have a cutoff switch
installed in the circuit. The switch and its activating plunger shall
be enclosed in a case, which will prevent tampering, and wires
leading from the switch shall be concealed in the body. The switch

shall be so installed that the plunger contacts the farthest edge of

the slide bar in such a manner that any movement of the slide bar
will immediately close the circuit and activate the signal. The door
latch shall be equipped with an interior handle which shall be ca-
pable of quick release but shall be protected against accidental re-

S
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lease. The handle shall lift upto release the latch. The outside han-

die shall be such as to minimize hltchmg and shall be securely'

attached.

(7) If locks are installed on the emergency door they shall in-
clude a device to prevent the actlvatmg of the starter mechanism
of the bus engine while any door is locked. An audio alarm shall
indicate to the driver when any door lock is in the locked position
while the ignition switch is in the “on” position. Any locking de-
vice on a school bus manufactured after July 1, 1977 or installed
on'any school bus after Iuly 1, 1977 shall. comply w1th these re-
quirements.

(8) A rear emergency wmdow at least 16 inches in height and
as wide as practicable shall ‘be provided in any bus where the
emergency door is not in the rear. It shall be hinged at the top and
designed to prevent accidental closing in-an emergency. A posi-
tive latch on the inside of the window shall provide for quick re-
Jease, but offer protection against accidental release. The outside
handle shall be nondetachable and designed to minimize hitching.

(9) The inside of each emergency window shall have the desig-
nation“Emergency Exit”. An emergency door shall be 1dent1ﬁed
with either the words “Emergency Exit” or “Emergency Door”
the inside ‘at the top of, or above the door. Concise oper atlng
instructions shall be located within 6 inches of the release mecha-
nism. When a release mechanism is not located within an occu-
pant space of an adjacent seat, a label that indicates the location
of the nearest mechanism shall be placed within that occupant
space. The outside of the emergency door shall be clearly marked
“Emergency Door” or “Emergency Exit”in letters 2 inches high
at the top of, or-above the door or nnmedlately below the upper
glass An arrow at least 6 inches long and ¥%jinch in width indicat-
ing the direction the release mechanism should be turned to open
the door shall be painted in black on the yellow background. The
outside of the:emergency window shall -be labeled “Emergency
Exit” in letters at least 2 inches high, directly above the window.
There shall not be any labeling on the glazing indicating an emer-
gency-exit, emergency door or operating instructions.

(10) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall

clearly indicate to the driver the unlatching of any emergency win-
dow and no cutoff switch shall be 1nsta11ed in the circuit.

(11) The area on the inside above the emergency door shall be
covered with padding at least 2 1nches high the entire w1dth of the
door opening. -

'(12) If the bus has a side emergency door there shallbe a cleax,
unrestricted area to permit an exit aisle of 12 inches from the cen-
ter aisle of the bus without having to go over any obstructing seat.
The 12-inch measurement may be taken at any position from floor
to roof. The intent of this siibsection is to provide a 12~inch unre-
stricted aisle to and through the side emergency door.

(13) ‘Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less manufactured in
2 stages shall prov1de emergency exits as requned for larger ve-
h1c1es

‘(14) In addition to side and rear emergency exits, doors, or
windows, one or miore roof hatches may be instalied provided they
meet all requuements spec1f1ed in FMVSS 217. In addition to the
audible 'warning required on emergency doors by FMVSS 217,
additional ‘emergency exits shall be likewise pr otected as indi-
cated in s. Trans 300.39 (10).

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (2); (6), (9),
1. and recr. (14), Regxster, February, 1995 No. 470, eff 3-1-95.

Trans 300 40 Exhaust system (1) The exhaust system
which .includes the exhaust manifolds, joining gaskets, piping
leading from the exhaust manifold, muffler and tail pipe shall not
enter the bus body at any location. The exhaust system pipes shall
be of nonflexible steel except that those buses which utilize a die-
sel engine may be equipped with a flexible pipe of not more than
18-inches long between the engine and the first exhaust pipe hang-
er. Stainless steel bellows assemblies are allowed.

Trans 300.42

(2) An exhaust system that has its exit on the left side shall
have the exit point located no further forward than behind the driv-
er’s. position.

(3) An exhaust system that has its exit on the right side shall
have the exit point located behind the rear wheels.

(4) Anexhaustsystem that exits at the rear shall extend to, but
not beyond, the rear limit of the bumper.

(5) Every exhaust system exit shall extend to, but not over one
inch beyond the body limits of the bus. The exhaust shall be di-
rected to prevent an accumulation of exhaust gases underneath the
bus. -

(5m) Buses equxpped with diesel engines may be eqmpped
with a turn—down exhaust pipe. The turn—down exhaust pipe shall
not.exceed 6 inches forward of the rearmost part of the bus.

(6) The complete exhaust system shall be tightly connected
and free from leaks.

«(7)All emission control systems, components and parts shall
be maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications.

(8) School buses operated in interstate commerce shall comply

with 49 CFR 393.83, exhaust system location.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1) (5),cr.(Sm),
D, (8), Regxster, Febxua:y, 1995, No. 470,-eff. 3-1-95

Trans 300.41 Flre extmgunsher (1) Each bus shall be
equlpped with a fire extinguisher mounted in full view in the driv-
er’s compartment or mounted inside a compartment in the driver’s
area if the compartment is in plain view and is labeled “Fire Extin-
guisher” in red letters to indicate its location.

(2) The fire ethngmsheI may be locked or kept in a locked
compamnent provided it is not locked when passenger s are being
transported.

(3) Any fire extinguisher purchased after July 1, 1977, or uti-
lized on a bus that was manufactured after January 1, 1978, shall

utilize dry powder or Halon 1211. The fire extinguisher shall be
10 BC rating or a combination of 2 extinguishers with a total of
atleast 10 BC rating. Any bus manufactured after J anuary 1,1984,
shall use only a single extinguisher.

“(4) Each extinguisher shall be kept fully charged and sealed.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3), . (5),
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1 —95

Trans 300. 42 Flrst aid klt. (1) Each school bus shall carry
a first aid kit. The container shall be moistureproof and dustpxoof
and of rigid construction. The kit shall be mounted in full view in
the driver’s compartment, or it may be placed in'an enclosed un-
locked compartment in the driver’s area providing the compart-
ment is labeled “FIRST AID KIT” or marked with a red cross em-
blem in plain view indicating the location of the kit. The kit shall
be removable without the use of any tools or keys..

(2) School buses shall carry a 16 unit kit or laxget contalmng
at least the followmg 1tems ‘

Adhesivebandage,’ l<inch ....... .. .0 ... | 2 packets
Bandage compress, 2—nch . . . ... oo | 2 packets
Bandage compress, 4—inch .. ... .. | 4 packets
Gauze bandage, 4—inch ..........ooiniinn 2 packets
Gauze compress, 3-inch X 3-inch ............ |2 packets
Gauze compress, 24—inch X 24—inch minimum . | 1 packet
Triangular bandage, 40~inch ... ......... ... | 2 packets
Wire splint . -1 packet

(3) All units shall be in samtlzed packages
" History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2),r 3), (4,
renum. (5) to (3), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.
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Trans 300.43 Fenders. Each school bus shall provide
protection from debris thrown by the tires by the use of fenders or
body construction. The tire tread shall be within the fender or body

construction.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3— 1—83

Trans 300.44 Floor covering. (1) The floor in the undez-
seat, driver’s compartment, step—well and the toeboard areas, in-
cluding the tops of the wheel housmgs, shall be covered with a
fire—resistant material.

(2) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less shall have the floor
covering secured so it cannot shift. The edges and seams shall be
secured. The covering shall be of a non—skid material.

(3) Buses of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall have floor
covering on the total floor area and in the aisle, step—well and en-
trance that shall be of non—skid material, when either wet or dry,
and that shall be of a rib type. The covering shall not be cracked
and shall be securely bonded or fastened to the floor. All seains

shall be sealed.
History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1), (3), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.45 Frame. (1) Alterations to the frame side
members may only be made by the chassis or body manufacturer.
(2) Holes shall not be permitted except where originally pro-
vided in the chassis frame. There shall be no welding to the frame
except by the chassis or body manufacturer.
History: . Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.46 Fuel tank'and.fuel system integrity. (1)
All fuel systems and tanks must be maintained free of leaks. The
fuel tank shall be attached to the bus in a manner that prevents any
movement of the tank while the bus is in motion.

(2) All fuel lines shall be secured in a manner that will prevent
wear.

3). The ﬁller pipe or deV1ce shall be located so that the fuel,
if spilled or overfilled, will not drip or drain onany part of the ex-
haust system.

. (4) Every fuel system shall be pxopelly vented to prevent any
accumulation of fumes.

(5) The fuel systems and tanks shall meet FMVSS 301, fuel
system integrity, and all other federal and state standards and regu-
lations apphcable for the type of fuel used at the time of manufac-
ture.

‘History: - Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326 eff 3-1 ~8’5 am; (5), Reglster,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.47 Heaters. (1), An inside temperature of not
less than 50° fahrenheit at average minimum January tempera-
tures as established by the U.S.-department of commerce, weather
bureau, for the area in which the bus is to be operated shall be
maintained throughout the bus.

(2) The heater hose shall be adequately supported to guard
against excessive wear or abrasion and shall not interfere with or
restrict the operation of any engine function. Heater lines inside
the passenger compartment shall be shielded to prevent accidental
contact by the driver or passengers.

. Hlstoxy Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3—1—83

Trans 300.48 Horn..Every bus used to transport pupils shall

be equipped with a horn in good working order and capable of

emitting a sound audible under normal traffic from a distance of

not less than 200 feet.
Hlstory Cr. Reg15ter, Februaxy, 1983 No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300 49 Insnde helght (1) The inside helght of the
school bus shall be 72 inches or more, measured metal to metal,
at any point on longitudinal center line from front vertical bow to
rear vertical bow. .
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{2) ' Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less need not comply

with this section.
History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No 326, eff. 3-1-83

Trans 300.50 Insulation. The ceilings and walls of buses
manufactured in 2 stages and all buses of more than 10,000
pounds GVWR shall be insulated to reduce heat and cold ttansfer

“History: ' Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.51 Instruments, gauges. (1) Evety school
bus shall be equipped with the following illuminated instruments
to indicate malfunctions or gauges to indicate a measure or capac-
ity: ,
(a)" Air pressure or vacuum, where air or vacuum brakes are
used with low energy supply warning. systems

(b) Ammeter or voltmeter.

(c¢) Fuel gauge.

" (d) Odometer and speedometer

(e) Oil pressure. ’

(f) Coolant temperature.

(2) Allinstruments and gauges shall be in opetatmg condition
and shall be mounted so as to be clearly visible to the seated driver.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (1) (a), {¢), (d),
(D), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.52 Interior. (1) Every school bus shall have a
fire resistant inner lining on the ceilings and walls. The interior
rearward metal panels shall be lapped over forward panels to re-
duce the likelihood of injury in the event of separation. The ex-
posed edges of all interior panels shall be beaded, hemmed or
flanged.

(2) Projections from the cellmg shall not be allowed in the en-
trance‘way or aisle. All speakers and accessory lighting devices
shall be flush mounted except in the driver’s compartment.

(3) A convex mitror may be mounted on the 1ns1de rear of the
school bus.

History: Cr Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3~1-83; am. (2), ct. (3), Reg-
ister, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

" Trans 300.53 Ladders. A school buis shall not have aladder
attached to the interior or eéxterior while it is in motion.
History: ' Cr. Register, February, 1983, No: 326, eff. 3——1-83

Trans 300.54 Lights, lamps, and reflectors. (1) The
following lights, lamps, and reflectors are required on a school bus
painted in accordance with s. 347.44 (1), Stats. Each lamp shall be
operational and meet the applicable SAE specifications as pro-
vided in this section.

(a) “The bus shall be equ1pped w1th altematmg red flashing
lamps.

1. The bus shall be equxpped with 2 red warning lamps at the
rear of the bus.and 2 red warning lamps at the front of the bus,
which shall be controlled by a manually actuated switch and shall
flash alternately at rate of 60 to 120 cycles per mmute A brake or
door operated switch shall not be permitted. The “on” period shall
be leng enough to permit bulb filament to come to full brightness.

a. An option is permitted whereby 2 additional alternating
flashing red lights may be mounted on both the front and rear; of
the bus. The additional front facing lights shall be located between
the bottom of the windshield and the top of the highest headlamp
They may-be mounted on the fender or the cowl.

b. The additional rear facing lights may be separate lamps
mounted within 12 inches above or below the directional turn sig-
nals or may be incorporated in an existing lamp. Any incorpora-
tion with an existing unit shall not interfere with or override the
existing unit’s function. If the optional lighting system utilizes the
rear directional signals, it shall ' be so designed that if both the
directional signal lamp and the flashing red lights are activated
during the same period of time, the flashing warning signals shall
revert to only the 2 required warning signals until such time as the
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directional signal lamp is deactivated. The optional system shall
not be incorporated with the stop signal lamp.

c. - The optional system shall have units with a red lens of at
least the same diameter as the required alternating lights. The al-
ternating®“on,” “off” positions shall be opposite from those of the
required alternating lights. The effect will produce the required
top mounted flashing light and an optional mid-height mounted
light to flash on opposite sides simultaneously. The result can be
described as a “wig—wag” or “cross--arm” effect.

2. The red warning lamps shall be of seal beam construction
or other approved type such as strobe, not less than 5 inches in di-
ameter and visible from a distance of at least 500 feet along the
axis. of the vehicle in bright sunlight.

3, There shall be a visible or audible means of giving clearand -

unmlstakable mdlcatlon to.driver when the signaling system is
turned on.

4. Eachred warning signal lamp shall be mounted with its axis
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the bus.

5. The front and rear red warning signal lamps shall be spaced
as far apart laterally as practicable, and in no case shall the spacing
between lamp centers be less than 3 feet.

6. The front red waining signal lamps shall be located so that
they can be clearly dlstmgulshed when headlamps are lighted on
lower beam.

7. The wamingfsignal'lamps shall be mounted at the front
above the windshield and at the rear so that the lower edge of the
Iens is not lower than the top line of the side window openings.

8. The front and the rear signal lamps shall be unobstructed
by any part of the bus from 5° above to 10° below horizontal and
from 30° to the right and 30° to the left of the centerline of the bus.

9.. The area around the lens of each alternately flashing red
signal lamp and extending outward approximately 3 inches shall
be painted black on all school buses, This subdivision shall not ap-
ply to vehicles not spec1f1cally manufactmed as school buses and
which have red warning signal lamps mounted above the roof top.
Red warning signal lamps on such buses shall be equipped with
black hoods at least 3 inches long. -

" 10. Except as provided in subd. 9., red warning signal lamps
may be equipped with hoods to sh1eld from 1ays of sun for im-
proved visibility.

:11.- Lamps shall meet the reqmrements of SAEJ 887.

12. Vehicles painted other than glossy yellow are prohibited

from having the alternating red flashing lights mounted on the ve-

hicle except as-otherwise provided by statute.

(b) Two backup lamps shall be provxded which shall confozm
to SAE J593e.

(c) There shall be 2red cleaI ance lamps on the rear and 2 amber
clearance lamps on the front, mounted as high and wide as practi-
cable to-indicate the vehicle’s extreme width. Buses less than 80
inches’ wide are exempt from this paxagraph

(d) The bus shall be equipped with duecnon or turn signal
lamps.

1. Thete shall be at or near the front facmg forward, one am-
ber turn signal light on each side of the vertical centerline mounted
at the ‘same height, ‘as wide as practicable. The bus may be
equipped with signals mounted in the body. If not eqmpped with
body mounted front turn signals, double faced signals shall be
installed either on the fender or hood and shall be as wide as practi-
cable. Mounting shall not be higher than the bottom of the wind-
shield or lower than the headlamps. This paragraph does notapply
to buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less provided the bus meets
the requuements of s. 347, 15, Stats.

2. There shall be on the rear; one red or amber-signal on each
side of the vertical centerline as wide as practicable mounted atthe
same height. ~

Trans 300.54

" 3. Rear turn signals shall be mounted no less than 15 inches
nor more.than 83 inches above the roadway.

4. Both the front and the rear direction 31gna1s shall comply
with SAE J588f.

5. An auxxhary side mounted 51gna1 shall be installed on the
sides of the body at approxxmately seat level, rub rail height, just
to the rear of the service door on the right side and appr ox1mate1y
opposite the driver’s seat on the left side. These shall operate in
conjunction’ with ‘the turn sxgnals This subdivision applies to
school buses of 30 feet or more in length. These lamps shall com-
ply with SAE J914b.

(e) Each bus shall be equipped with a 4-way hazard warning
operating unit which shall operate independently of the ignition
or equivalent switch and when activated shall cause the turn s1gnal
lamps to flash simuitaneously.

® The headlamps shall comply w1th SAE J579¢.

.{g) Eachbus shall be equipped with a light designed to indicate
when the high beam headlamps are lit and located to be visible to
the driver.

(h) Each bus, 80 or more inches wide, shall-be equ1pped with
3 amber identification lamps to the front and 3 red identification
lamps to the rear with lamp centers no less than 6 inches nor more
than 12 inches apart, No part of the front lamp or mountings shall
be below the top of the bus windshield.

(i) Each bus; 30 feet or more in length; shall be equipped with
intermediate side marker lamps meeting SAE J592f mounted no
less than 15inches above the road surface and at or near mid—point
between the front and rear side marker lamps. ,

(§) Each bus shall have a licénse plate lamp to illurninate the
rear license plate. The lamp shall meet the standards of SAE J587.

(k) Each bus shall be equipped with side marker lights. One
amber lamp shall be located.on the side as far forward as possible
and one red lamp shall be located as far rearward as practicable..
The lamps shall conform to SAE:J592. -

(L) There shall be 2 red stop lamps meeting the requirements
of SAE J586 mounted on the 1ear, one on each side of the vertical
centerlineat the same height and as far apart as practicable. Buses
of mote than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall be equipped with lamps
at least 7 inches in diameter. The stop lamps shall activate upon
apphcanon of the service brakes.

“(m) There shall be 2 red tail lamps meeting the requirements
of SAE J585¢e mounted on the rear, one on each side of the vertical
centerline at the same height and as far apart as practicable. The
tail lamps shall activate in conjunction with the headlamps. Two
additional tail lamps may be utilized and incorporated in the stop
lamp described in par. (L). "

(n) There shall be reﬂex reﬂectors mounted on the bus located
as follows: ‘ k :

1. Ontherear, 2 red reflectors equally spaced as far apart from
the center as practicable.

2. On the side, 2 reflectors; one amber at or near the front and
one red at or near the rear. :

3. On the side of buses 30 feet or more in length one amber
reflector located at or near the center.

4. Each reflector shall be mounted no less than 15 inches nor
more than 60 inches above the road surface.

(2) Noncontrasting reflective tape or sheeting may be used on
a school bus as an additional warning device. ‘

(3) Any lamp, light, or reflector shall be replaced only with a
unit meeting the standards of this section.

(8) A strobe light, the use of which is permitted under s. 347.25
(2), Stats., is an optional piece of equipment to be used on a school
bus that is painted the yeliow and black color scheme and shall
comply with the following requirements:
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(a) The strobe light shall be of solid state construction. It shall
emit a white light by flashing, not rotating, 360 around the verti-
cal axis..

(b) The str obe hght shall be capable of operating continuously
without any significant change in the flash rate under all operating
conditions or weather extremes experienced in this state. The
flash rate shall be no less than 60 nor more than 120 per minute.
The double flash effect shall be counted asa smgle flash.

(c) The electronic power supply circuit shall provide a mini- '

mum of 10 joules to the strobe tube. The flash shall be so designed
that there is a single or double flash or pulsing of the flash tube.
A double flash unit may have different intensities with the first
flash having the highest intensity.

(d) The strobe light shall be permanently mounted on the cent-

erline of the bus roof not less than 3 feet from the front or rear of

the bus. A strobe umt may not extend more rhan 8 mches above
the roof.

“(e) The unit shall be wired with an 1ndependent switch with an
indicator light in the driver’s compartment showing when the light

is in operation.

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-83; am. (1).(intro.), (a)
1.intr0.,b.,2.,11.,12.,,(c), (d) 1., 5., (e), () to (m), (2), (4)(c),(d),Regxster,Febxuary,
1995 No. 470 eff 3-1-9 . ) )

“Trans 300 55 Mirrors. (1) School bus mirrors shall comply’

with the requirements in 49 CFR 571.111 and FMVSS 111. In
addition, buses of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR shali comply
with the following:

(a) There shall be one interior rearview mirror of at least 6 by
30 inches. The mirror shall be so constructed that the corners are
rounded and the edges are smooth or protected.

(b) ‘An optional convex mirror may be mounted on the m51de‘ ‘

rear of the school bus.

(c) There shall be 2 outside rearview. mirrors, one to the right
and one to the left of the driver. Each mirror shall have not less
than 50 square inches of unobstructed reflective surface and shall
be firmly supported and adjustable to give the driver a clear view
past both the right and left rear of the bus.

(d) There shall be an ad)ustable convex mirror or equivalent
“banana type mirror’” mounted on the right side to provide an addi-
tional close-in field of vision from the front of the bus rearward.
This mirror may be mounted on the bracket required for the cross
view mirror. The mirror required in this paragraph shall be inde-

pendently adjustable. It shall have at least a 7 inch diameter face,

. (2) Buses of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less shall have an interi-
or and 2 exterior rearview mirrors, one on the right and one on the
left side of the bus capable of xeﬂectmg a view past the tear of the
bus. Mirrors shall not have sharp corners or edges.

(3) Allbuses shall be equipped with 2, 7-inch diameter convex
niirrors or an equivalent “banana type mirror” which shall be
mounted on the right and left sides in such a manner that the driver
may observe a reflection of the road from beneath the front bum-
per forward to a point where direct observatlon is poss1b1e thxough
each ‘mirror.

(4) Each mirror requued in thlS section shall not be broken,

cracked or discolored..:

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No 326, eff. 3--1-83; am. (1) (intro.), (3),
renum, (1) (b)and(c) tobe(l) (c)and(d) and am., cr. (1) (b), Regxster Februaxy 1995,
No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

. Trans 300.56 Mounting of body. (1) The chassis frame
for body—on—chassis type buses shall extend to the rear edge of the
rear body cross member. Insulating material used at body to frame
contact points shall be so attached that it will remain in position
nnder any anticipated maintenance or bus operating conditions.

- (2) Thebody shall be securely fastened to the chassis frame.
Every body attachment device shall be securely fastened ‘and

maintained with-proper tension.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983; No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.
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Trans 300.57 Openings. (1) All openings in the floor-
board or firewall, between chassis and passenger compartment,
such as for the gear shift lever and auxiliary brake lever, shall be
sealed to prevent fumes or foreign material from entering the pas-
senger compartment.

" {2) Every school bus shall be free of rusted or deteriorated
areas which could permit the entrance of foreign substance into

the interior of the vehicle..
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No 326 off, 3-1-83,

- Trans 300.58 Rub rails. (1) Every bus shall contain a rub

rail located at seat cushion level. Except at the emergency door,

rear compartment or special service door, the seat cushion level
rub rail shall extend from the rear side of the service door com-
pletely around the bus body, to a point of curvature near the front
of the body on the left side. On a bus of 10,000 pounds GVWR or
less, the seat cushion level rub rail is not required to extend around
the rear corners of the bus and may terminate at the radii of the
right and left rear corners.

(2) There shall be one floor line rub rail. This rub rail shall be
located in an area so that the center of the rub rail is located at or
between the following points:

(2) No more than 7 inches above the top of the steel floor, or

(b) No more than 5 inches below the top of the steel floor. The
floor line 1ub rail shall extend over the same longitudinal distance
as the seat level rub rail, except where it meets the wheel housing,
fuel filler caps, fuel fill doors, side marker lights and may termi-
nate at the radii of the right and left rear corners.

(3) Ruib rails shall be constructed of 16 gauge longitudinally
corrugated or ribbed steel of 4~inch minimum width, flange to
flange. Each rubrail flange shall be attached at each body post and
all ‘'other upright structural members. -

(4) Rubails that are pressed in or snapped on do not meet the
requirements of this section and are not permitted.

(5) Rub rails applied to transit type buses with the engine in
the rear may terminate at the forward edge of the engme compart-

ment.
History:  Cr; Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff 3-1-83; am. (1), (2), r.-(6),
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3--1-95.

Trans 300.59 Seating. (1) Allseats shall be forward facing
and securely fastened to that part or parts of the body which sup-
port them. Passenger seat cushions shall be fastened to prevent the
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cushions from disengaging from the seat frames in event of an ac-’

cident. There shall be a minimum space of 24 inches between the
forward surface of a seat back and the rear surface of the seat or
barrier ahead measured across the seat cushion without depress-
ing any surface...

(2) The forwardmost seat on the nght side of the bus shall be
located so as not to interfere with the driver’s vision.

"(3) A minimum of 36 inches of headroom for the sitting posi-
tion above the top of the undepxessed cushion line of all seats shall
be provided. The measurement shall be made vertically not more
than 11 inches from the side wall at cushion height and at the fore
and aft center of the cushion. -

{4) (a) The backs of seats of similar size shall be of the same
width at the top and of the same height from the floor and shall
slant at the same angle with the floor. The top corners, and at least
10 inches of the top of the back surface of the seat backs shall be
padded sufficiently toreduce the likelihood of i injury upon impact.
Seat cushions and seat backs shall not have any torn or worn—
through covering material. '

(b) The seat back of the ;earmost‘seat shall be of the same di-
mension as the seat immediately forward. Failure to comply with
this standard will result in the loss of ope seating position, or 2
seating positions if this situation occurs in both rows, when deter-
mining the capacity of the bus. This requirement shall apply only

to school buses-of more than 10,000 pounds GVWR, manufac—

tured after January 1, 1984.
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(5) Fold down, fold up or reclining seats or seat backs shall not
be permitted in a school bus except as allowed in s. Trans 300.33
3)-

(6) A child restraint seat may be installed in place of a standard
seat. The replacement: seat shall meet all of the requirements in
this section, except that the seat back may exceed the seat height
of the remaining bus seats by not more than 4 inches.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3~1~-83; am. (4) (b), (5), cr.
(6), Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.60 Service door. (1) The service doox shall be
under control of the driver and so designed as to prevent acciden-
tal opening. When a hand lever is used, no parts shall come togeth-
er so as to shear or crush-any fingers.

(2) The service door shall belocated on the right side of the
bus and within the view of the driver. -

{(3) The service door shall have a minimum horizontal opening
of 24 inches and a minimum vertical opening of 68 inches.

"(4) The upper and lower glass panels of the service door shall
be of safety glass. The bottom of the lower glass panel shall not
‘be more than 35 inches from the ground when the bus is unloaded.
The top of the upper glass panel shall not be more than 6 inches
from the top of door. The upper glass panel must be of insulated
glass.

(5) Any lock used in conjunction thh the service door must
be constructed to insure that the door is not in the locked position
while transporting passengers.

(6) The service door shall be equ1pped with a seal to prevent
dust and cold air from entering the vehicle.

(7) Buses having a GVWR of 10,000 pounds or less need not
comply with subs. (3) and (4).

History: Cr. Reglster February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3—1—83 am. (4), (5), 1. (8),
Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

- Trans 300.61 Signs and ettering. (1) Only signs and let-
tenng approved by state law or rule shall appear on or in the bus.

(2) The body shall bear words “School Bus™ in black letters
at least 8 inches high and one—inch stroke on both front and rear
or on yellow signs attached thereto. The lettering shall be placed
above the rear-window and the front. windshield, This lettering
shall only appear on buses painted the yellow and black school bus
colors and meeting all the requirements of ch. Trans 300.

(3) Each school bus painted the yellow and black color scheme

shall have a fleet number consisting of no more than 4 digits. The
fléet number shall appear on the front and the rear of the bus. Addi-
tional fleet number locations may be utilized at the owner’s op-
tion. }

(4) Fleet numbexs shall be no less than 3 inches nor more than
6 inches high with a /2 mch brush stroke.

(5) Fleet numbers are pXOhlblted in the black area axound the
alternately flashing red lights. - »

(6) The name and address (and telephone number, 1f desired)
of the-owner or operator shall be displayed below the window line
in the panel to the rearof, and as close as possible to, the service
door in letters not less than 2 inches high nor more than 3 inches
high by Yjinch stroke. If desired, this marking may also be painted
on the left side of the bus below the driver’s window. Owner’s de-
cals may be used to comply with this subsection if the decals do
not violate other provisions of this section. .

(7). The name of the school or school bus firm may appeat on
the sides of the bus between the seat line rub rail and the bottom
window line in contrasting yellow or black lefters not-more than
10 inches high. The owner’s pame may also. appear on the rear
bumper in school bus yellow. The lettering shall not exceed 6 in-
ches in height with a 1 inch brush stroke. These options shall not
relieve the owner or operator from the requirements of sub. (6).

*(8) . The vehicle’s registration card or a photocopy of the card
shall ‘be displayed .in the driver’s compartment and shall be

Trans 300.63

mounted in a holder so the card can be read without removal. The
passenger capacity shall appear on the inside of the bus above the
front windshield so it can be easily read. It shall indicate the num-
ber of seated passengers that may legally be transported. Each
wheelchair position shall be counted as a seated passenger.

~ (9) Each school bus with an emergency exit shall have the exit
identified as required in's. Trans 300.39.

(10) The following signs are the only other decals, stickers, or
lettering that may appear on the bus:

(a) No smoking, eating or dnnkmg, (maximum 2—1nch hlgh
letters).

(b) Any signs required by the federal bureau of motor carrier
safety ‘or national highway traffic safety administration. . -

(c) Identification as to'location of emergency equipment.

(d) Seat belt use required in this vehicle.

(¢) Seating ¢hart, (maximum size 8%2 X 11 inches).

(®) Rules pertaining to passenger conduct, (maximum 8% X
11 inches).

(g)- Any decal denotmg membershlp in an association dealing
with school transportation. The decal shall be placed within 12 in-
ches to the rear of service door and below window line. It may not
exceed 36 square inches. ‘

(gm) For vehicles powered by liquefied peu oleum gas, a sxlvex
or white diamond-shaped decal on a black background, 4% in-
ches long by 3V inches high and displaying the word “PRO-
PANE”in one~1nch letters displayed on the nght rear corner of the
bus.

(h) A sign indicating type of fuel used. .

G A placaxd decal or other device, not to exceed 90 square
inches in size, to identify the bus to.the children.

(j) Emer gency telephone number may bej placed in the driver’s
compartment in accordance with the following criteria; -

1.- The device the numbers are displayed on shall not exceed
5 inches by 7 inches and may include a current calendar:

2. Acceptable emergency telephone numbers: police, fire,
rescue squad, school bus contractor; and school u'anspottation di-

rector or administrator.
History: Cr.Register, February, 1983 No. 326 eff 3-1-83;am. (7),cr. (10) (gm),
Ghr (ll), Regxster, Februaxy, 1995, No 470 eff. 3-1-95 )

Trans 300. 62 Steering. (1) Steenng systems shall comply
with 49 CFR 393.209. No changes may be made in the'steering
appaxatus without the approval of the chassis manufacturer:

(2) There shall be a clearance of at least 2 inches between the
steering wheel and the cowl, 1nst1ument panel wmdshleld or any
other surface: -

(3) The steering components may not be loose, worn, or bmd-
ing and steering stops shall be adjusted so the tire does not rub at
any point. The steering wheel lash ‘may not exceed that found in
49 CFR 393.209 (b).

{4) The power steering system shall not leak nor shall the drive

belt be cracked, frayed or worn.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326 eff, 3-1-83; am. (1), (3), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

.- Trans 300.63 Steps. (1) The first step at the service door
shall not be more than:16 inches from the ground:

- (2) The riser of any step shall not be more than 15 inches. If
there are 2 or more nsers, they shall be appxox1mately equal in
helght

(3) The step may not pronude beyond the wxdest part of the
body. ..

(4) Each step shall be covered w1th or constructed of nonskid
material.

(5) All steps shall be enclosed to prevent the accumulatxon of
ice or snow.except the first step of a bus of 10,000 pounds GVWR
or less which may have an exposed step with a nonskid surface.

Register, August, 1996, No. 488
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{(6) Each bus shall be equipped with a stepwell light which acti-
vates automatically upon opening of the service door to illuminate
the steps. This light is not required to be operational during day-
light hours. However, it must be in a2 working condition at all
times.

(7) -Each school bus shall be equipped with a grab handle at
least 10 inches in length, located inside the service door entrance
for providing assistance to enter or leave the bus. -

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (2), (6), (7), Reg-
ister, February, 1995, No. 470, eff, 3-1-95.

Trans 300.64 Stop signal arm. (1) A stop signal arm
which meets FMVSS 131 and SAE J1133 is required on every
school bus painted with the yellow and black color scheme. The
stop signal arm shall not be extended until the bus is completely
stopped.

(2) Any bus manufactured after Ianua:y 1, 1978 shall have the
stop signal arm controlled by the service door. The stop signal arm
shall not become operational until the service door opens. The
stop signal arm shall be installed in such a manner that it cannot
be activated unless the alternately flashmg red lamps are in opera-
tion.

"(3) The following specifications shall govern installation of

“the stop signal arm:

; (2) It shall be a ' metal octagon—shaped sign at least 18 inches

§w1de and 18 inches long exclusive of the mounting bracket. All
sheet metal parts shall be 16 gauge or heavier.

(b) It shall have the word “STOP” on both sides in white letters
at least 6 inches high and 7/8 inch wide on a bright red back-
ground. The outer edge shall have a white border at least Vainch
wide: All other parts of the assembly shall be painted black.

(c) It shall be equipped with 2, 4~inch or larger, double faced

| alternating flashing red lamps to be mounted near the perimeter

of the sign with a minimum of 12 inches spacing between lamp
centers. These lamps shall be wired to the circuit of the flashing
red warning lamps mounted on the front and rear of the bus. These
lamps may be strobe lamps. ’

(4). Reflectorizing of the sign shall be optional.

(5) The stop signal arm shall be mounted on the left side of bus
as close to the driver’s window as practicable.

(6) The requirements of this section for the operation of the
stop 51gna1 arm shall not apply to school buses which are oper. ated
only in areas where use of the ﬂashmg red warning lights is not

permitted... -
History:  Cr. Register, Febxuary 1983, No 326 eff. 3—1-83 am. (1), (3) (c), (6)
Reglster Februaxy, 1993, No 470, eff 3—1—95

Trans 300.65 Sunshleld Each school bus shall have anin-
terior sunshield installed above the windshield. Each bus of more
than 10,000 pounds GVWR shall have one of a size not less than

6 by-16 inches:
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983 No. 326 eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.66 Suspension‘ system. (1) (a) The'suspen-
sion system shall comply with the requirements in 49 CFR
393.207. The bus shall be equipped with front and réar shock ab-
sorbers.

~~(b) The shock absorbers shall be maintained free of leaks and
all mountings shall be in good working order.

(2) A school bus shall not be operated with any broken spnng-
leaf or'worn, loose;, mislocated shackles or “U” bolts.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3—~1-83; renum. (1) to (3) to
be (1) (a), (b) and (2) and am. (1) (a), Register, February, 1995, No, 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.67 Tires. (1) The front tires shall have tread
depth of at least 4/32—inch and rear tires shall have tread depth of
atleast 2/32-inch around the entire periphery measured at 2 points
no less than 15 inches apart in any major tread groove.

(2) A school bus shall not be operated with regrooved, re-
capped, or retreaded tires on the front wheels.
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(3) A school bus shall not be operated with cuts or chunks mis-
sing exposing the cord, recaps peeled loose or off, or-showing an
indication of ply separation.

.. {4) Tires of different size or ply rating may be used except that
all tires on an axle must be the same size and type. Bias and radial
tires may not be mixed.

(5) All tires shall be maintained to meet the manuf'acturer’s

GAWR and GVWR.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (4), Register,
February, 1995, No 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.68 Wheels. (1) A busmay not be operated with
any cracked rims, loose lug bolts or nuts or elongated stud holes.

(2) The wheel bearings shall not have more than 1/4mch free
play when measured at the tire level.

(3) The following measurements are the maximura amount of
play permitted in the king pins or ball joints when measured at the
outside of the tire:

(a) When the wheel diameter is 16 inches or less, not more than
VY, inch play is permitted.

(). When the wheel diameter is greater than 16 inches the play

permitted is ¥g.inch.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff., 3—-1-—83

Trans 300.69 Windows. (1) In this section:

(2) “ANS Z26.1” means the standards for glazing in land ve-
hicles adopted by reference in s. Trans 300.20 (1) (k), under 49
CFR part 571, motor vehicle safety standard 205, glazing materi-
als.”

(b) “AS 1”to “AS 117 have the same meaning as in sectlon 6
of ANS Z26.1. '

(c) “AS 12” means a safety plastic material that:

" 1. Complies with tests 10, 13, 16, 17, 21, and 24 of ANS
726.1;

2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 with the ex-
ception of the test for 1es1stance to undiluted denatured alcohol;
and : .

3. In new buses or-in replacement glazmg has affixed a
manufacturer’s label specifying instructions and agents for clean-
ing the glazing that will minimize the loss of uanspaxency

(@ “AS 13” means a safety plastic material that: :
L Comphes thh tests 16, 22 and either 23 or 24 of ANS
726:1; -

. 2. Complies with tests 19 and 20 of ANS Z26.1 w1th the ex-
ception of the test fox res1stance to undiluted denatured alcohol
and

/3. In new buses or in replacement glazing has affixed a
manufacturer’s label specifying instructions ‘and agents for clean-
ing the glazing that will minimize the loss of transparency.

*(2) The glazing in windows to the right and left of the driver
shall be identified by the designation AS 1'or AS 2. The rearmost
windows shall be designated AS 1,AS 2, AS4or AS 5, except that
the lower glazed portion of the emergency door may be'designated
AS 8. Any other side push—out or kick—out windows may be iden-
tified with glazing des1gnated as AS 1;AS 2, AS 3,AS 4, AS 5
AS 12,0r AS 13.

- (3) Onbuses of more than 10, 000 pounds GVWR the window
to the driver’s immediate left and the window immediately to the
rear of the service door shall be hermetically sealed glass with an
insulating air space. Exceptions are cutaway van based vehicles
manufactured in 2 stages equipped with a driver’s door and aroll-
up window. If alift and liftdoor are located immediately to the rear
of the service door, the window in the lift door is not required to
meet this requirement. The window to the rear of the lift doot may
be glazing applicable to other windows.

(4) Each full side window shall provide a vertical opening of

at least 9 inches, obtained by lowering the top portion of the win-
dow. The driver’s window may be of a sliding forward and rear-

P
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ward construction. A bus of 10,000 pounds GVWR or less, having
windows which do not open from the top shall have no more than
a 5-inch wide opening.

-(5). All windows shall operate freely. The side window latches
shall be capable of holding the window securely in place in all
positions.

(6) All exposed edges shall be banded ot ground.

(7) A distinctive audible signal automatically operated shall
clearly indicate to the driver the unlatching of an emergency win-
dow when the ignition is in the “on” position. A cut—off shall not
be installed in the circuit.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-83; am. (1) (a), (¢) 3.,
@3, (2), 3), Regxstex, February, 1995 No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.70 Windshield. (1) The glass in the wmdshleld
shall be laminated safety glassidentified by the designation AS 1.
This matk shall be visible and legible. The glass shall be of such
quality as to prevent distortion of view in‘any direction.

(2) The windshield shall not be obstructed.

History: Cr. Reglstex, Februaxy, 1983, No. 326 eﬂ 3-1-83,

Trans 300.71 Windshield washer )] Each school bus
shall be equipped with an operational windshield washer system
that provides ﬂu1d for the windshield w1pers to effectively clean
the windshield. :

"+(2)*The washer shall be maintained and operational.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff, 3-1-83.

Trans 300.72 Windshield wipers. Every school bus shall
be equipped with 2.complete and operational wmdshleld w1pe1s

The system shall have at least 2 speeds.
Hlstory Cr. Regxstex Febmaxy, 1983 No. 326 eff. 3-1-83.

Trans 300.73 erlng Al circuits of the bus shall be pro-
tected by a circuit breaker or fuse of sufﬁclent rating to handle the

current load. - -
History: Cr. Reglster, February 1983 No. 326 eff ’5-—1—8’5

Subchapter III—Speclal Addmonal Reqmrements

‘Trans 300.75 Speclal service openmg ¢ Every
school bus used for uansportmg persons in wheelchairs shall have
an enclosed door opening located on the right side of the vehicle
which will permit the use of a ranp or lift.

(2) The door of the special opening shall ‘be equlpped w1th a'

device to hold it open.. .. .. .
.(3) Each door shall have a wmdow

(4) The: ‘opening shall be equlpped with material which seals~

out dirt, water, and fures.

+(5)  There shall be a light which illuminates the platform and.

the area outside the opening. .
(6) Adrip moldmg shall be mstalled to effectlvely leCl't water

from the opening.
History: Cr. Regxster, February, 1983, No. 326 eff 3-1-83; am..(6), Reg;ster,
February, : 1995 No 470, eff. 3~1-95.

Trans 300.76 - Power lift or ramps. (1) Every school bus
transporting persons in wheelchairs shall be equlpped with either
apower 1ift or ramp which utilizes the special service opemng spe-
cified in s. Trans 300.75.

(2) If a school bus uses a ramp it shall have a nonslip material

on the surface or may have a metal nonslip surface construction.

The ramp shall be in a secured position while the bus is in motion.
The ramp shall be at least 30 inches wide on the surface.

(3) A power lift may be of varying design and operation. A lift
may be designed to cause only minor vehicle design change other
than for the specml service opening, or a different design lift may

be built to raise or lower through the floor of the vehicle. Each of

these .designs - shall have a minimum. lifting capacity of 700
pounds: A label stating that the lift meets this requirement shall be

Trans 300.77

either permanently affixed to the power lift in a visible location or
the information may be permanently stamped in a visible location.

(4) The power source and mechanism of the lift shall be en-
closed.

(5) The platform of the power lift shall be cover ed with nonslip
material or it may be of nonslip constxuctlon The surface shatl be
at least 30 inches wide.

(6) Every platform of a power lift shall be designed and
constructed to prevent any movement when it is in the stored posi-
tion. This requirement may be met by eithier a mechamcal locking
device or by the internal design of the Lift.

(7) The power 1ift shall be so designed that the operator has
positive control to move, stop, or reverse the lift travel at will. In
addition, the lift shall be controlled by 2 limit switch or by—pass
valve which will immediately stop the direction of travel upon
contact with the ground or a foreign obJect ’

(8) The power lift shall be so designed that the platform does
not fall in the event of a power failure.

- (9) The platform shall have a device on the curb side to prevent
any wheelchair from rolling off 'when the hft is in any horizontal
position other than at ground level.

(10) The power lift shall be designed to prevent the operator
or the person being transported from becommg entangled or
crushed during the lift operation.

(11) Whenin the stored pos1t10n, every power lift or ramp and
its associated super structure shall have all exposed sharp edges,
corners, and projecting parts padded to prevent injury in the event
of contact in an accident. This requirement shall not apply to the
platform sutface but shall apply to the sides of the platform if they
are exposed and not concealed by a padded super structure or'a
padded barrier. :

(12) ‘If the lift does not include & padded: super structure, the
top of the door opening shall be covered with padding at least 2
inches high the entire width of the door opening. =

(13) The lift control shall be interlocked with the vehicle -
brakes, transmission or door, or shall provide other appropriate
mechanisms or systems, to ensure that the vehicle cannot be
moved when" the Tift is not stowed and ‘'so the lift cannot be

deployed unless the interlocks or systems ‘aré engaged.
History: Cr. Register, February; 1983, No. 326, eff. 3~1~-83 am. (1), (3), (11),
cr. (12), (13), Register, Febxuaxy, 1995 No:470;eff. 3—1—95 :

"«Transf;3,00.77, Wheélchair.fasteners. . (1) Each wheel— k
chair shall be secured to'the bus with a fastening device with suffi-
cient strength to: .

~(a) Retain the chair in the event the bus ovettums

- (b) Prevent the chair from moving. :

(¢)- Prevent the chair’s wheels from leaving the ﬂoor in the
event-of a sudden’stop or ‘start.

(2) The fastening device may be either a metal locking unit that
secures the wheelchair to the wall or floor or a webblng belt sys-
tem that accomplishes the same purpose.

(3) No wheelchair may be attached to any door.

(4) A webbing belt system shall be secured to the bus at not
less than 2 points. It shiall be anchored in the bus frame, body posts
or other metal structure. Interior panelmg shall not be considered
an adequate anchorage.

(5) ' A webbing belt used to secure the wheelchair to the body
frame shall not be used to also secure the passenger to the wheel-
chair.

(6). School buses manufactured and placed in opexatlon after
January 17, 1994, and transporting passengers in wheel chairs
shall comply with FMVSS 222, school bus seatmg and ‘crash
protection.. The wheel chairs shall be secured in the following
manner: v i

(a) In a forwaxd facing position.

Register, August, 1996, No. 488
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(b) . By wheel chair securement devices at 2 locations in the
front and 2 locations in the rear. -

(c):If a 3—wheel chair, each wheel location shall be secured.

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3—1-83; cr. (6), Register, Feb-
ruary, 1995 No. 470, eff. 3-1-95. ‘ )

' Trans 300.78 Seats and restraints. (1) Seat frames may
be equipped to accept seat belts or other types of restraints.

(2) Every occupant shall be secured to. the wheelchair while
being transported. This securement shall be separate and in addi-
tion to that required in s. Trans 300.77.

(3) . Aisle—facing seats in buses transporting wheelchairs are
permitted only over the wheel housing provided they are equipped
with a device to prevent a passenger from sliding off either end.
These seats shall be permanently mounted and shall not have a re-

tractable seatmg surface.
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No 326, eff. 3-1-83; am. (3), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95. .

“Trans 300.79 Communications. Every school bus used
to transport special education or disabled students shall comply
with the communication requirements found in s. Trans 301.14.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95

Trans 300.80 Optional equipment. A school bus owner
or operator shall use the following procedure to obtain authoriza-

ter;

(). Submit ani authorization xequest for equipment installation
to the administrator, division of state patrol, P.O. box 7912, Madi-
son, Wisconsin, 53707-7912, -,

(2) Equipment installation may only proceed followmg Te-
ceipt of a letter of authgrization from the administrator, or des1g-
nee, of the d1v1s1on of state. patrol.

(3) Provide for inspection of the.vehicle and equlpment if nec-

essary. .
Hlstory Cr. Reglster February, 1995 No. 470 eff. 3—1—95

Trans 300 81. Authorized optlonal equ:pment The fol-

lowing equlpment is,approved:

(1) 'PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM. ‘A school bus may:be equipped
with a permanently mounted public address system that allows the
driver to communicate directions by voice to students outside the
bus. Mounting of any external speakers shall not intérfere with
driver visibility, mirrors or outside lighits. ‘Spedkers ‘may be
mounted under the hood.

(2) WIDE ANGLE REAR VIEW LENS. A school bus may be
equipped with a wide angle rear view lens mounted on the upper
window of the emergency door. The lens may not cover more than
220 square inches. The lens shall be centered on the window and
shall be permanently attached.

(3) RESTROOM: A restroom facxhty may be mstalled atthe rear-
most section of a school bus. Installation shall meet all statutes and
rules related to such installation. The following conditions shall
also apply:

(a) The. rest:toom door shall be locked dunng pup11 uanspona-
tion.

(b) All walls shall be constxucted of ng1d matenal

. (c) ‘The restroom or restroom door shall not 1ntexfe1e w1th ac-
cess to emergency exits.

(d) There shall be no sharp edges or prouusxons A

-(4) 'BACK-UP ALARM. A school bus may be equipped with a
back—up:alarm'system manufactured in accoxdance with any fed-
eral or state specifications. .

“(5) "AIR CONDITIONING UNITS. A school bus may be equipped
with air conditioning systems. The system shall be approved by
the Wisconsin division of state patrol:prior to installation.

Register, August, 1996; No. 488-

tion for equlpment that is not specifically authorized by this chap- .
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(6) SAFETY CONTROL ARM . A school bus may be equipped with
a safety control arm. The safety control arm shall be mounted on
the right side of the bumper.

{7) VIDEO CAMERAS. A school bus may be equipped with a vid-
eo camera subject to the following conditions:

(a) The video camera shall be mounted in the driver’s compart-
ment above the top glass portion of the windshield. Additional
mounting locations may be used upon: appxoval by the division of
state patrol.

(b) - The video camera may not interfere with driver visibility
and passenger entrance and aisle.

(8) BLOOD-BORNE PATHOGEN KIT. A school bus may be
equipned with a blood-borne pathogen kit subject to the follow-
ing conditions:

(a) Thekit shall be mounted or located in the driver’s compart—
ment. , s

(b) The kit shall be labeled.
History: Cr. Register, Febmary, 1995, No.- 470, eff, 3-1-95.

Subchapter IV—General Requirements

.. Trans 300.85 Replacement equipment. Any item of
equipment if covered by a standard in this chapter shall, upon re-
placement, be replaced with an item meeting the original standard.
Any modification of a school bus shall be in conformity with state
rules in effect at the time of the modification.

History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83.

.Trans 300.86 Enforcement policy. (1) The enforcement
policy of the division of state patrol shall take into consideration
the age, condition, and equipment of buses before granting ap-
proval for their continued use. The division shall not permit the
use of any bus for school txansportatlon purposes Wthh is deemed
to be unsafe or unfit for such service.

(2) In construing and enforcing the provisions of this chapter,
the act, omission or failure of any officer, agent; servant or other
person acting for or employed by the registered owner or the les-
see of the bus, whoever has control, done within the scope of em-
ployment is deemed to be the act, omission or failure of such regis-
tered owner or lessee: This subsection shall tiot apply to violations
of ch. 346, Stats., and s. Trans 300.16,

History: Cr. Reglster, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3—1—83 am. (2), Register,
February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95; correction in (2) made under s. 13.93 (2m)
(b) 5., Stats., Reglster, August, 1996 No 488 .

Trans 300.87 Inspection procedures. (1) Upon notifi-
cation by the department of transportation, or the department of
public instruction, or any public school official, the owner or oper-
ator shall present all school buses for inspection at the time and
place designated or the depanment may; at its option, inspect the
school buses at the owner’s place of business. All school buses
shall be inspected annually.

(2) A school bus inspection report shall be completed for each
school bus inspected. A copy of the report shall be provided to the
school bus owner and the respective school district. Upon comple-
tion. of an inspection, a school bus shall be approved or dxsap-
proved. A school bus is approved when it is found that all require-
ments_of this chapter are met. A school bus is disapproved if
defects are noted and the school bus inspection teport indicates
that the vehicle is “out—of-service.”

(3) It is unlawful fora pet son to operate or permit to be opet-
ated any school bus that:

(a) Is in violation of any requuement of this chapter

(b) Requires repairs prior to any operation. -
History: Cr. Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. tobe(l) and
am,, cr. (2), (3), Register, February, 1995 No..470, eff. 3—1-95 '

Trans 300 88 Applicability. (1) School buses manufac-

tured prior toMarch 1, 1995 shall be subject to‘the rules applicable
at the time the vehicle was first registered as‘a school bus in Wis-
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consin. School buses subject to previous standards are less strin-
gent.

(2) All school buses manufactured on March 1, 1995 or later
shall be subject to this chapter and to the referenced federal motor
vehicle safety standards in effect on the date of manufacture. The
department shall consider the date of manufacture as being the
date on which the second stage manufacturer or the school bus
body manufacturer completes the installation of the body on the
chassis or the date a single manufacturer completes the unit. In the
case of a rebody, the completed rebody school bus has been re-

Trans 300.89

manufactured on March 1, 1995 or later and shall meet the re-
quirements of this chapter and the referenced federal motor ve-
hicle safety standards in effect on the date of the rebody.

History: Cr.Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. froms. Trans
300.89 and am., Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.

Trans 300.89 Penalties. Violations of any provisions of
this chapter shall be prosecuted under the governing statute.
Where no penalty is provided, the violation shall be prosecuted as

set forth in s. 85.16 (2), Stats.
History: Cr, Register, February, 1983, No. 326, eff. 3-1-83; renum. from s. Trans
300.91 and am , Register, February, 1995, No. 470, eff. 3-1-95.491
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