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AUTHORITY AND
RL 131.01  Authority.
RL 131.02 Definitions.

DEFINITIONS

RL 131.03  Applicability.

Note: Chapter RL 131 was ceated as an emergency rule effectivd$1-98.

RL 131.01 Authority. The rules in chs. RIL31 to 135
areadopted pursuant to ss. 22I7(2) and 440.974, Stats.
History: Cr. Register July, 1999, No. 523, eff. 8-1-99.

RL 131.02 Definitions. As used in chs. RL 131 to 135:

(1) “Automatic safety controls” means devices designed
and installed to protect systems andmponents from exces
sively high or low pressure and temperatures, excessive electri
cal current, loss of wateloss of ignition, fuel leaks, fire, freez
ing, or other similar unsafe conditions.

(2) “Central air conditioning”’means a system which uses
ductsto distribute cooling or dehumidified air to more than one
roomor uses pipes to distribute chilled water to le@hangers
in more than one room, and which is not plugged into an electri
cal convenience outlet.

(3) “Client” means a person who contragigh a home
inspectorfor the purpose of a home inspection.

(4) “Component” means a readilnccessible and observ
ableelement of a system, such as a floor or wall.

(5) “Cosmetic” means not required for the proper operation
of the essential systems and components of a home.

(6) “Cross connection” means any physical connection or
arrangemenbetween potable watand any source of contami
nation.

(7) “Department” meangshe department of regulation and
licensing.

(8) “Describe” means to identify in writing a system or com
ponentby type or characteristics.

(9) “Dismantle” means to takapart or remove any compo
nent,device,or piece of equipment that is bolted, screwed, or
otherwisefastened and which would not be taken apart or
removedin the ordinary course of household maintenance.

(10) “Dwelling unit” means a structure or thpart of a
structurethat is used or intended to bsed as a home, residence
or sleepingplaceby one person or by 2 or more persons who are
maintaininga common household, to the exclusion of all others.

(11) “Functional drainage” means the emptying of a drain
in a reasonablamount of time with no sign of overflow when
anotherfixture is drained simultaneously

(12) “Home inspection” means the process by which a
homeinspector examinethe observable systems and compo
nents of improvements to residential real property that are
readily accessible.

(13) “Home inspection reporttneans a written opinion of
a home inspector concerning all of the following:

(@) The condition of the improvements to residential real
propertythat contains not more than 4 dwelling units.

(b) The conditiorof mechanical and structural components
of the improvements specified in péa).

(14) “Home inspector” means an individual who, for com
pensationconducts a home inspection.

(15) “Household appliances” means washers, dryers,
refrigeratorsfreezers, stoves, ovens, room air conditiomeis
othersimilar equipment.

(16) “Inspect” means to examine observable systems and
components.

(17) “Material adverse fact” means a condition or oecur
rencethat is generally recognized by a competent himsigee
tor as doing any of the following:

(8) Significantly reducing the functionality or structural
integrity of components or systems of the improvements to the
property being inspected.

(b) Posing a significant health or safety risk to occupants of
theimprovements.

(18) “Normal operating controlsineans homeowner oper
ateddevices including, but not limited to, thermostats and wall
or safety switches.

(19) “On-site water supply quality” means the condition of
water,basedon the existence of bacteria, chemicals, minerals,
solids,or other similar elements in the water

(20) “On-site water supply quantity” meanthe rate of
waterflow from a well or a municipal water source.

(21) “Operate” means to cause @ece of equipment or a
systemto function.

(22) “Permanentlyinstalled” means attached connected
to an item in a manner which requires tools to remove.

(23) “Primary” means an item such assndow or door
designedo remain in the same place year-round.

(24) “Reasonablycompetent and diligent home inspection”
meansan inspection that complies withe standards estab
lishedunder ch. 440, Subch. X, Stats., and ch. RL 134.

(25) “Recreational facilities” means spas, saunas, steam
baths,swimming pools, tennis courts, playgroueguipment,
andother exercise, entertainment, or athletic facilities.

(26) “Roof drainage systems” means gutters, downspouts,
leaders,splashblocks, and similar components used to carry
wateroff a roof and away from a building.

(27) “Safety glazing” means tempered or laminated glass,
or rigid plastic.

(28) “Solid fuel heating device” means any wood, coal, or
othersimilar solid oganic fuel burning device including, but not
limited to, fireplaces, fireplace inserts and stoves, wood stoves,
andcentral furnaces, or any combination of those devices.

(29) “Structural component” means a componesmhich
supportsa load bearing member

(30) “System” means a combination of interactingier-
dependenttomponents, assembled to carry out one or more
functions.

(31) “Technically exhaustive” means the extensive o$e
measurementsinstruments, testing, calculations, and other
meango develop scientific or engineering findings, conclusions

or recommendations.
History: Cr. Register July, 1999, No. 523, eff. 8-1-99.

RL 131.03 Applicability. Asused ins. 440.9712, Stats.,
theterms ‘act as a home inspector” angrbvide home inspec
tion services” do not include individuals or business entities who
inspectthe enegy-related components of a dwelling uirit
orderto assessr rate a home’enegy performance, provided
thatthe inspection is performed solely for this purpose and the

RegisterApril 2007 No. 616


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

File inserted into Admin. Code 5-1-2007. May not be current beginning 1 month after insert date. For current adm. code see:
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code
RL 131.03 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 248

individual or business entity is not described as a home inspector
or does not convey the impression of being a home inspector
History: Cr. Register July, 1999, No. 523, eff. 8-1-99.
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