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Chapter NR 526
MEDICAL WASTE MANAGEMENT

Subchapterl — General Provisions NR 526.1 Treatment methods.

NR 526.01 Purpose. NR 526.12 Treatment facilities.

NR 526.02  Applicability. NR 526.13 Disposal.

NR 526.03  Definitions. NR 526.14 Records and infectious waste manifests.
NR 526.04 Exemptions. NR 526.15 Infectious waste annual reports.
Subchapter Il — Infectious Waste Management Subchapter Ill — Medical Waste Reduction

NR 526.05 Infectious waste categories. NR 526.16 General.

NR 526.055 Trace chemotherapy waste. NR 526.17 Medical waste reduction policy
NR 526.06  Source separation. NR 526.18 Waste audit.

NR 526.07 Containment. NR 526.19 Medical waste reduction plan.
NR 526.08 Handling. NR 526.20 Implementation and assessment.
NR 526.09 Storage and transfer NR 526.21 Progress reports.

NR 526.10 Transportation and shipping. NR 526.22  Availability.

Note: Corrections made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Redistpust, 1997,  to a federal standard for the same activity which isfiecéinder
No. 500. the federal occupational safety and health act of 1970 and stan
dardspromulgated thereunder by OSHA.
(8) Any requirement of subch. Il which deals with transporta
tion of infectious waste does not apply to a pensbi is subject
p a federal standard for theame activity established by the
generalrequirementselating to infectious waste managemen nited States department of transportation in 49 CFR Parts 171,

. - : - 72,173,177 and 178.
andmedical waste reductioriChis chapter is adopted pursuant to" £ J i o
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94; 1 6
ss. 227.11 (2) (), 287.03 (1) (a), 287.07 (7) and (8), 289.05 (Ihadander 5. 13.65 (2m) (5) 7. Stats., Register March 2003 NoGso5-020:
289.06and 299.51 (3), Stats. cr. (8) Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06; cetion in (3) made under
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. s.13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats.

NR 526.02 App||Cab|||ty (1) Except as otherwisﬁro. NR 526.03 Deflnltlons The definitions in s. NR 50003
vided, the infectious waste management rules apply to all persgily to the terms used in this chapter unless the context requires
generating, handling, storintzansportingshipping, treating and otherwise. .
disposingof infectious waste. History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94.

(2) Exceptas otherwise provided, the medical waste reduction Nr 526.04 Exemptions. (1) GENERAL EXEMPTIONS. In

rulesin this chapter apply only to medical facilities. specialcases, the department may grant exemptions in writing
(3) Exceptas otherwise provided, this chapter governs afom non-statutory requirements of this chaptarperson may
solid waste facilities aslefined in s. 289.01 (35), Stats., excepdpplyfor an exemption under thigction by providing the depart
hazardousvaste facilities as defined in s. 291.01 (8), Stats., apgent with a written request alomgdth appropriate documentation
regulated under chs. NR 660 to 670, and metallic mining epefghich demonstrates to the satisfaction of department that the
tionsas defined in s. 293.01 (9), Stats., and regulated under ch. j¥Bposalwill not cause environmental pollution as defined in s.
182. 299.01(4), Stats., and will protect waste handlers and other per
(4) Thischapter doenot apply to the design, construction oisonsfrom exposure to infectious waste. The department will send
operationof industrial wastewater facilities, sewerage systenaninvoice for the exemption request fee specifiesl INR 520.04,
andwaterworks treating liquid wastes approved under s. 281.4Bble 2, upon receipt of the exemption request. In making its deci
Stats.,or permitted under ch. 283, Stats., nor to facilities use&ibn, the department shall take into account factors such as the
solely for the disposal of liquid municipal or industrial wastegopulationof the area being served, the amount of waste being
which have been approved under281.41, Stats., or permittedgeneratedthe design of the facilitthe operational history of the
underch. 283, Stats., excefar facilities used for the disposal of facility, the physicalind chemical characteristics of the waste and
solid waste. any other information which may be appropriate. The department
(5) Exceptasotherwise provided, this chapter does not appipay grant exemptionsinder this section if the department finds
to the handling, transportation, treatment or disposal of anim#latgrantingthe exemption will not cause environmental pollu
carcassesanimal tissue, blood and body fluids from animals, dion as defined in s. 299.01 (4), Stats., and traexemption will
animalexcreta. In cases where the requirements of this chapéetectwaste handlerand other persons from exposure to infec
conflict with the requirements of s. 95.50, Stats., concerning tHeuswaste.
dispositionof animal carcasses, theovisions of s. 95.50, Stats., (2) HoME GENERATOREXEMPTIONS. Homegenerators of infec
shalltake precedence. tious waste are exempt from the requirements of this chapter
(6) This chapter does not apply to medical waste mixed wigxcepithe safety requirements applying to sharps under ss. NR
radioactivematerial whicHs managed and disposed in a mann&26.06,526.07 (1), 526.08, 526.10 (3) and 526.13.
thatdoes not violate the provisions CFR parts 20, 35, 60 and  (3) SHARPS COLLECTION STATION EXEMPTIONS. Persons who
61,and ch. HFS 157. Except as otherwise provided, this chapteeratesharpscollection stations are exempt from the require
shallapply after the radioactiveomponent has decayed in storageentsof this chapter except the requirements under s. NR 526.09
asprovided in10 CFR 35.92 and ch. HFS 157 or is otherwise n¢f).
regulatedas radioactive material. (4) EMERGENCY RESPONSEEXEMPTIONS. Persons, including
(7) Any provision of this chapter whictieals with occupa butnot limited to law enforcemepiersonnel, emgency medical
tional healthand safety does not apply to a person who is subjgarsonnebnd fire fighters, who are responding to an gaecy

Subchapter| — General Provisions

NR 526.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapisito pre
vide definitions, submittal requirements, exemptions and oth
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not occurring at a medical facilityncluding but not limited to 2. Unused or disinfectesharps which are being discarded,
vehicleaccidents, fires and natural disasters gammpt from the including hypodermic needles, scalpel blades, lancatsl
requirement®f this chapter except the requirements under ss. MRringeswith needles attached.

526.06to 526.08, 526.09 (4), 526.10 (3) and 526.13. (b) Bulk blood and body fluids from humans.

(5) FUNERAL DIRECTOREXEMPTIONS. Human tissue which is (c) Human tissue.
beinterred or cremated under the direction of a funeral directofyote: A tooth containing mercury amalgam may be both an infectious waste and
licensedunder ch445, Stats., the university ofi¥¢onsin medical a hazardous waste. See s. NR 5R@})f) for how to manage teeth containing mer
schoolor the medical school of Mtonsin, is exempt frorthe ~ curyamalgam. )
requirementsf this chapter (d) Microbiological laboratory waste.

(6) RESEARCHEXEMPTIONS. Human tissueor animal tissue  (€) Tissue, bulk blood or body fluids from an animal which is
carryingan infectious agent which is usedr@search is exempt carryinga zoonotic infectious agent.
from the requirements of this chapter until it is no longer being (2) A solid waste which is not included in the definition of
usedfor research. infectiouswaste, which is not mixed with infectious waste and

(7) ANIMAL PRODUCT EXEMPTIONS. Animal tissue which is Which does not fall under one of the categories in sub. (i9eis
processedy a rendering plant or incorporated into a consumgkimednot to be an infectious waste. Solid wastes presumed not
productis exempt from the requirements of this chapter to be infectious wastes include all of the following:

(8) WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXEMPTIONS. ANy mix- (a) Items soiled but not saturatedth blood or body fluids
ture of domestic sewage and other wastes that passes througfi®@ humans included in the definition of “butitood and body
sewersystem to a publicly-owned treatmevirks for treatment fluids”.
is exempt from the requirements of this chapter (b) Items soiled with body fluids from humans not included in

Note: Persons who generaternanage small quantities of infectious waste musthe definition of “bulk blood and body fluids”.
follow all safety-related requirements found in this rule, but may be exempt from .
administrativerequirements such as licensing and paperwork. Safety requirements(C) Intravenous tubing after needles have been detached.

are fogg‘étzg;hﬁgogggg‘g fzfcstg’;asr:atmg waste (d) Tissue, blood, bodffuids or cultures from an animal which
Section NR 526.07 for containing infectious waste. is not known to be carryingr experimentally infected with a
Section NR 526.08 for handling infectious waste. zoonoticinfectious agent.

Section NR 526.09 (4) for storing and transferring infectious waste.

Section NR 526.10 (3) for transporting and shipping infectious waste. (e) Animal manure and bedding.

gec:ionle\ll?ngéﬁllzl‘}fs}nd 3_26-12, (4) I;O,r lfref;ting infecttious waste. () Other solid wastes, includir@ut not limited to containers,
ection . Or aisposing of intectious waste. H :
Exemptions from administrative requirements are found in the following sectiongagkageswaSte glass, Iabor_atory equipment a.nd Othe.r materials
Section NR 526.09 (2) for storage and transfer licenses. which have had neontact with blood, body fluids, clinical eul
gecgon NS ggg-ig % ][0r :rantSport?It_lon licenses. turesor infectious agents. When possible, use of these items shall
ection . or treatment licenses. H
Section NR 526.14 (2) for infectious waste manifests and keeping recordsbog reduced, and_the It_ems shall be r.eused or recycled.
amounts generated. o (g) Formerly infectious waste, aftthas been treated accerd
Section NR 526.15 (2) for infectious waste annual reports. ingto s. NR 526.1.

_(9) BLOODCOLLECTIONVEHICLE EXEMPTIONS. Persons, includ — ~(3) ap jtem which is trace chemotherapy waste and is also
ing but notlimited to the American Red Cross, who are transpoit,qjgeredo be infectious waste either by being included in the

ing whole blood or blood components from temporary locationg. -+ ; . :
where blood is collected back to the colletdgrermanent loca Qﬁeflnltlon of infectious waste or by fallingnder one of the catego

tion are exempt from the requirements of this chapter except 5:)5 in sub. (1), isregulated only according to s. NR 526.055,

X ever,if that itemis mixed with bulk amounts of chemother
requirements under ss. NR 526.06 to 526.08, 526.09 (4), 526,13, \yaste which is a hazardougaste, the item is regulated

(3) and 526.13. accordingto chs. NR 660 to 670.

(10) MASSVACCINATION WASTEEXEMPTIONS. Persons who are  History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94; cr (2) (g), Register
transportingnfectious waste from enggncy mass vaccinations, June, 1996, No. 486,fe?~1-96,CR 05-020: am. (3) Register January 2006 No.
including but notlimited to smallpox and excluding routine vac 89%¢ff- 2-1-06; corection in (3) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats
cinations,are exempt from the requirements of this chapter except
the requirements under ss. NR 526.065@6.08, 526.09 (4), NR526.055 Trace chemotherapy waste. (1) SOURCE
526.10(3), 526.1, 526.12 (4), 526.13 and 526.14 (1) (a). Persof§PARATION (@) No person may mix trace chemotherapy waste
transportingwaste from emeency mass vaccinations mag I the same bag or waste receptacle with infectious waste or with
requiredto file annual reports under s. NR 526.15. non-hazardousolid waste, unless mixing the wastes is necessary

Note: USDOT requirements may apply to hazardous materials transported i/Protect the health or safety of patients, employgeegher per

researchergmegency response personield blood collection vehicles. For more SONS.
information,contact the USDOT helpline at 1-800-467-4922. . . . . .

History: Cr. Register Octobey 1994, No. 466, €f11-1-94; am. (1), Register . (b) If infectious waste or non—hazard_ous solid waste is mixed
June,1996, No. 486, &7-1-96;CR 05-020: cr (9) and (10) Register January With trace chemotherapy waste, the mixture shall be managed

2006No. 601, eff. 2-1-06. accordingto subs. (2) and (3).
. (c) If trace chemotherapy waste is mixed with other chemo
Subchapterll — Infectious Waste Management therapywaste, the mixture shall meanaged according to chs. NR
660to 670.
NR 526.05 Infectious waste categories. (1) A solid (2) ConTAINMENT. Noperson may transport trace chemother

wastewhich is included in any of the following categories is preapywaste from the property where the waste was generated unless
sumedto be infectious waste unless methods of testing which afg person puts the waste in a container which protects waste han
generallyaccepted by thmedical profession demonstrate that thglersand other persons from exposure to the trace chemotherapy
wasteis not infectious: wasteand all of the following requirements are met:

(a) Sharps, as follows: (a) Hard trace chemotheramaste, including but not limited

1. Contaminated sharps which are both infectious and mtaysyringes, drug dispensing devices and broken or echgtye
easilycause punctures or cuts in 8ileén, including but not limited therapydrugvials, shall be contained in rigid, puncture-resistant
to: hypodermic needles, syringes with needles attached, scalpbkled plastic containers designed to prevent theofds®e con
blades Jancets, broken glass vials, broken rigid plastic vials atientsand labeled with the visibleords “Trace chemotherapy
laboratoryslides. waste”and “Incinerate only”.
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(b) Soft chemotherapy waste, including but not limited tBarr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, ¥t Conshohocken AP 19428-2959 USA,
gloves, disposable gowns, towels, empty intravensofution ~WWW-astm.orgphone number 610-832-9585.
bagsand empty tubing, may be containiactontainers meeting (b) The bag or rigid reusable container shall be securely sealed
therequirements of pafa) or in a bag meeting the requirement prevent leakage or expulsion of the contents under normal han
of s. NR 526.07 (2) (a) and (b). dling.

Note: “Empty” has the meaning in s. NR 605.06. (c) Any bag containing infectious waste shallgtaced in a

(3) TREATMENT. Trace chemotherapy waste shall be treated Iigid containey including but not limited to a corrugated card
incinerationor other method approveay the department. An boardcontainera covered reusable container or a covestl
incineratorused to treat trace chemotherapy waste Ingagne of The rigid container shall be labeled with a visible bio—hazard
the following: emblemand the word “bio—hazard”Bulk containers shall be

(@) An incinerator regulated by the department undétrRs. Smallenough to be handled by a single person.
502.090r 502.13 or regulated by another state as an incinerator(3) No person may open a securedntainer of infectious
thatburns medical waste. wastewhich is ready for transportation until immediately before

(b) An incinerator regulated by the department under ch. NEgatingthe waste, unless repacking is necessary to prevent spills
665 or regulated by another state as an incinerator that burns Hj2€akage, or the person is conducting a waste audit or training
ardouswaste. session.

Note: The NIOSH “HazardouBrug Alert” lists hazardous drugs, includingehe  (4) All reusable containers shall be disinfected after being

motherapydrugs, by name and gives guidance on containment, labeling, handli@qnptied No person may open, empty or cleareusable sharps
storageand disposal. ! !

History: CR 05-020: cr Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-05; cew- Comamemy hand. . .
tion in (1) (c) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats. History: Cr. RegisterOctober1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94; am. (intro.), Register
June,1996, No. 486, éf7-1-96;CR 05-020: am. (2) (a) and (c), 2) (d), cr (4)
. . RegisterJanuary 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.
NR 526.06 Source separation. (1) No person may mix

infectiouswaste in the same bag or waste receptacle with solidyr 526.08 Handling. No person may handle, load

wastewhichis not infectious waste, unless mixing the wastes j|5ad, process or treat infectious wastes unless adequate mea

necessaryo protect the health or safety of patients, employees Qiresare taken to protect waste handlers and other persons from

otherpersons. exposure to the infectious wastes and unless all of the following
(2) No person may separate infectious wdsien solid waste requirements are met:

which is not infectious wastenless adequate measures are taken (1) All containers shall be handled and transportgauent

to protect waste handleasd other persons from exposure. Aftefa9ss or spilling of the contents.

separationsolid waste previously mixed in the same bag or waste . .. .
P > P y g (2) Nuisanceconditionsshall be prevented from developing.

receptaclewith infectious waste shall be managed as infectiouys A i .
propriatemeasures shall taken to prevent odors, including

waste. p ale . . : .
. . . but not limited to refrigerating the infectious waste below 42
(3) No person may remove solid waste or infectious waste tfllaihrenheiumil treated.

has been placed in a bag or waste contéheledwith the bioha ) .
zardsymb%l or fail to me?nage theaste as infectious waste from __ (3) All infectious waste shall be loaded and unloaded by hand
y a safe mechanical method which does not damage containers

thetime of generation until the waste has been treated accor il thei
to's. NR 526.1, unless the person follows waste management pfJJ SP!ll their contents.

ceduresvhich will protect waste handlers aather persons from  (4) Untreated infectious waste may not be compacted.
exposure. History: Cr. Register Octobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94;am. (2), Register
. . . June, 1996, No. 486, &f7-1-96.
(4) No person may transport solid waste and infectious waste

onthe same cart or vehicle unless testes are in separate and
identifiablebags or waste containen$.the wastes are transported
on any roads, the requirements of ss. NR 502.06 and 586all0
alsobe met.

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94.

NR 526.09 Storage and transfer. No person may store
infectiouswastes unless the person protects waste haratiers
otherpersons from exposure to the infectious wasttunless the
requirementf this section are met. Fitre purposes of this chap
ter, storage also includes, but is not limited to the transfer of-infec

NR 526.07 Containment. No person may transpanfec tiouswaste. Infectious waste generators may temporarily-accu

. late infectious waste inindividual containers near the place
tious waste from the property where the waste was genera@ﬁ b

lessth ts th te tai wect erethe waste was generated, prior to moving the waste to an
unlessthe person puts the waste in a container whighects . _ciioinfactious waste storage facility

wastehandlers andther persons from exposure to the infectious . :
P p (1) LicensinG. Except as provided isub. (2), no person may

wasteand the person meets all of the following requirements: A X - o
1) Sh hall b tainedn riaid tureresist toperate or maintain an infectious waste storage facility utidess
(1) Sharpsshall be containedn rigid, puncture-resistant ,o oqnhag obtained an operating license for storing solid waste

labeledcontainers made of materials including bat limited to nders. NR 502.05 and the storage facility meets all the require
metalor rigid plastic, designed to prevent the loss of the contems, oy handlirig infectious waste under s. NR 526.08st0el
andlabeled with a visible bio— hazard emblem or with the V|S|bllrﬁg infectious waste under this sectiofhe department may

words*bio-hazard”, “sharps” or “infectious waste”. ~ require that the owner or operator provide proof of financial
(2) Infectious waste other than sharps shall be containgdsponsibilityfor the removal, transportation, treatment and ulti
accordingto all of the following: matedisposal otthe stored material. oTapply for an operating
(a) The waste shall be placed in a single plastic bagrthats licensefor aninfectious waste storage facilityhe applicant shall
or exceeds 165 grams resistabgethe ASTM method D1709-04 takeall of the following actions:
andis tear resistant using method ASTM method D1922-03a, or (a) Contact the department to arrange an initial inspection.
Lfeﬂggﬁf;%%a?ﬁgfﬂe bag that meets the same standards, or a rigi b) Prepare a plan of operation according to sub. (3).
Note: These testing methodse entitled “Standardest Methods for Impact (c) Submit _the plan of OPeration to the department for
Resistancef Plastic Film by the Free-Falling Dart Method” and “Standagst T approval,according to the requirements in s. NR 500.05. Upon
Methodfor Propagation &ar Resistance of Plastic Film and Thin Sheeting by Pend\deceipt of the plan of operation, the department will send an

lum Method” respectively Copies aravailable for inspection at the centraficé - . . . . .
of the department of natural resources and tfieesfof the secretary of state and thell1VOICE for the plan review fee for infectious waste storage facili

legislativereference bureau. Copies may be obtained from ASTM International, 16@S,as specified in s. NR 520.04al3le 2.
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(d) After obtaining a plan of operation approval from théendocumentation of the amount of infectious waste sénsité
departmentsubmitan application form for the operating licenséor treatment.
andthe license fee, according to ss. NR 500.06 and 520adik (5) OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR SHARPS COLLECTION STA-
2. TIons. No person may operate or maintain a sharps collest#on

(2) ExempTIONS. Infectious waste storage facilities whichtion unless the person complies with altloé following require
meetany of the following conditions are exenfigm the require  ments:
mentto obtain an operating license under sub. (1) and preparing(a) The person accepts only sharps sinarps containers from
aplan of operation under sub. ) storing infectious waste, but infectiouswaste generators, each of which generates less than 50
shallmeet the minimum operating requirements for storing infegoundsof sharps per month, including items which mayrtieed

tiouswaste under sub. (4). with the sharps.
(a) Storage facilities which are located on the property where (b) The person provides the service on a not—for-profit and
the infectious waste is generated. cost-onlybasis.

(b) Storage facilities which are located on the property where (c) The person stores no more than 500 pounds of infectious
the infectious waste igienerated and which accept infectiougyastein the sharps collection station at any one time.
wastefrom off-site generators, the total quantity of infectious (d) The person complies with the requirements in ss. NR

waste, including itemsmixed with infectious waste, acceptedszﬁ_oato 526.08, 526.09 (4) (a) to (g), 526.10 (3) and 526.13.

from off-site is less than the quantity generated on- site or less : . . :
than500 pounds per month, whichever is less atioeifvaste is () The person registers the sharps collection station with the
acceptecbn a not—for—profit and cost-only basis. department by mailing afelivering a letter of registration to the
Sharps collection stations which comply with all of th chief of the solid waste management section, bureau of solid and
(©) p ply fazardousvaste management, department of nattesburces,
requirementsinder sub. (5). ) ) P.O. Box 7921, 101 S. \dbster Street, Madison, i¥¢onsin
(d) Storage facilities for infectious waste which also is hazarg3707-7921.The person shall also send copies of the letter to the

ouswaste under s. 291.01 (7), Stats., provitieat the storage appropriatedepartment district and aredicés. The letter of reg
facility is regulated under chs. NR 664 and 670. istrationshall state all of the following:

_(3) PLAN OF OPERATION. NO person may establ_ish orconstruct 1, Name, street address, county and phone nurfiaer, of
aninfectious waste storage facility or expairdexlstlng facility the place where the sharps collection station is located.
unlessthe person has obtained a plan of operation approval from 5 oo mailing address and phone number of person
the department or unless the facility is exempt from lIcenSIr}%sp(.)nsible‘or’operating the sharps collection station.

n

undersub. (2). The plan of operation shall specify the intent a .

objectivesof theproposal and indicate methods and procedures jo 3: Name, mailing address and phone number of the owner of

preventand minimize adverse environmental and health impactd® sharps collection station, if éfent than the operator

Unless otherwise approved by the department in writing, the plan 4. Fees chaed for use of the sharps collection station and

shallbe submitted in accordance with s. NR 500.05 and shall cavhatcosts the fees cover

tain, at a minimum, the information listed in s. NR 502.05 (8), (f) The person notifies the department immediately in writing

except s. NR 502.05 (8) (e), and any other details necessarjf tihe sharps collection station moves or ceases to operate.

addresghe requirements in this chaptircluding but not limited ~ History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94; am. (1) (c), (d), (3),

to requirementdor handing and containment and the requird) 3}%(¢) £ ertm, 4 @) (o be @)1 Reguipune, 1%,

mentsof sub. (4). ister March 2003 No. 567orrection in (2) (d) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7.,
(4) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTSFORALL PERSONSSTORINGINFEC- ~ Stals

TIous WASTE. NO person may operate or maintain an infectious

wastestorage facility unless the storage area meets all of the fol NR 526.10 Transportation and shipping. No person
lowing requirements: may transport or ship infectious waste irisgbnsin unless ade

: temeasures are taken to protect waste handlers, the public and
to ﬁ%gge ét:rragteegf%:g%u SV%ESSL cf:gan ar:l%tbgeanggcrjr?r? E?#eglenvironment from exposure to the infectious waste, and all of
storggeafeas P oay thefollowing requirements are met:

(b) The storage area designated for infectious waste may c&n(l) Licenses. Except as provided in sub. (2), no person may

: - . ; : sportinfectious waste or operate or maintain an infectious
?gwy%rgyalnnzcetg) 52;@?;?23?\/%% I.:: (ﬁgg'ﬁﬁunm& The storage aW%\gste transportation service unless the petsmobtained an

h hall be i | idi infectiouswaste transportation license from the department for
(c) The storage area shall be in an enclosed building, contaiggnyehicleand complies with both the minimum transportation

or vehicle so that the infectious waste is not exposed to Weaﬂ?@ﬁuirementsin sub. (3) and the operating requirements for
(d) Access to the storage area shall be limited to authoriz@sensedinfectious waste transporterssnb. (4). © apply for an
personnel. operatinglicense, the applicant shall subrait application form
(e) Nuisance conditions shall be prevented from developingndthe infectious waste transportation license fee according to s.
Appropriate measures shall be taken to prevent odors, includMB 520.04, &ble 2.
but not limited to refrigerating the infectious waste below 42 (2) ExempTions. Persons who meet any of the following-con
Fahrenheiuntil treated. ditions are exempt from licensing under this section, hall
(f) If the infectious waste is to be treateft-site, the operator meetthe minimum requirements for transporting infectious waste
of the infectious waste storage facility shall relinquishitiiec-  in sub. (3):
tiouswaste only to an infectious waste transporter licensed by the(a) Persons transporting infectious waste only on private roads
departmentor to a person exempt from licensing under s. NBn the same property where the infectious waste was generated

526.10(2). andusing vehicles or covered carts owned or ledsettie infee
(9) The containers of infectious waste shall be remaretl tious waste generator
emptiedas necessarput at least every 90 days. (am) Persons transporting infectious waste only on private

(h) The operator of the infectious waste storage facility shatladsbetween the property where the infectioiaste was gener
keeprecords of how much and where the infectious waste hated and acontiguous propertyand using vehicles or covered
beensent of-site. Records may consist of any of fhbowing:  cartsowned or leased by either the infectious waste generator and
copiesof infectious waste manifests, invoices, logs or otirér  the owner of the contiguous property
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(b) Persons transporting leisan 50 pounds of infectious immediatelyafter spillage occurs and follow the provisions of s.
wasteper calendar month. 292.1, Stats.

(c) Persons operating vehicles owned or leased by the Unitedd) The portion of the vehicle where the infectious waste is
Statespostalservice and handling infectious waste sent throughlacedshall be cleaned and disinfected before hauling materials
the mail. otherthan infectious waste, solid wastesupplies related to man

(d) Persons operatinghicles owned by a parcel carrier-seragingwaste.
vice for which infectious waste constitutes an incidental portion (e) The person transporting the infectious waste shall sign all
of the carriers business, if the infectious waste is handled imanifestswhich accompany the infectious waste, even if the
accordancavith all applicable state and federal regulations. wasteis exempt from manifesting under s. NR 526.14 (2), and

(e) Persons transporting infectiowsste through V&consin deliverthe manifests to the next person who handles the waste.
who are not stopping to collect, droff of transfer the infectious  (f) If infectiouswaste is not accompanied by an infectious
waste,and who handle the infectious waste in accordance with aihstemanifest, the person transporting the waste shall initiate an
applicablestate and federal regulations. infectiouswaste manifest for that waste, unless the person-trans

(f) Persons transporting infectious waste which is alsaza portingthe waste hauls less than 50 pounds of unmanifested infec
ardouswaste under s. 291.01 (7), Stats., provided that the- tratigus waste per month.
portationis regulated under s. 291.23, Stats., and ch. NR 663. (5) CHANGESIN SERVICE. Licensed infectious waste transport

(3) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTSFORALL PERSONSTRANSPORTING ersshall notify the department in writing of all significant changes
INFECTIOUS WASTE. No person may transport infectiousmste in service. The written notice shall be giverthe departmerst’
unlessthe persorcomplies with all of the following minimum areaor district ofice at least 30 days prior to thdesftive date of

requirements: thechange. If th_e _change was not anticipathel,writt_en notice
(a) The infectious waste shale contained according to theShall be sent within 30 days after the change first occurred.
requirement®f s. NR 526.07. Changesn service to individual clients or in tlieutes driven are

(b) The infectious waste shall be handled according to tﬁgtsi_g_nificant changes in se_rvigg. All of the following actions are
requirementsf s. NR 526.08. significant changes in service:

(c) The vehicle used to transport tindectious waste shall (@) Adding a vehicle.
meetall of the following requirements: (b) Replacing a vehicle. . - .
1. The portion of the vehicle where the infectious waste js (c) Changing the destination to which the infectious waste is
contained shall be completely enclosed to prevent Iittering,-spilf‘am d. _ _ _
ageor leakage. The enclosed portion shall be leak-resistant, if(d) Expanding the service area into another county
necessary;onsidering the type of waste aitelmoisture content. ~ (e) Terminating service.
Roll-off boxes or dumpsters may not be used to transport infecHistory: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994,No. 466, eff 11-1-94, am. (1), (3) (c) 4.,
tious waste. RegisterJune, 1996, No. 486,fe7-1-96;correction in (2) (f) made under s. 13.93

. . . . . (2m) (b) 7., Stats.
2. The vehicle shall be maintained in good repair
3. The vehicle shall be cleaned as frequently as necessary ttlR 526.11 Treatment methods. Except as provided in
preventnuisances. s.NR 526.04, no person may dispose of infectious waste in a solid
4. Nuisance conditions shall be prevented from developiryastedisposal facility unless the infectious waste has wufe

Appropriatemeasures shall aken to prevent odors, includingtf€atmenin accordance with this section. The treatment method
but not limited to refrigerating the infectious waste belovy 42shalleffectively render the waste non-infectious. The treatment

Eahrenheiuntil treated. methodshall be chosen by considering the properties of the waste
eingtreated and the degree of microbial contamination.

. . . b
(d) The person shall transport the infectious WaBtF to solid Note: The treatment method may also needomply with air standards for con

WaStefaC_i“ties which are one of the following: ) _ trol of hazardous pollutanta ch. NR 445 and with state or federal regulations for
1. Licensed by the department to store or treat infectiowgstewateand occupational health and safety _
waste. (1) MeTHoDs. Except as provided in s. NR 526.04, all infec

2. Exempt from |icensing by the departmender the Storage t!OUSWasteSha” be treated by one or more of the fO”OWing infec
requirementsn s. NR526.09 (2) or under the treatment facilitytious waste treatment methods:
requirementsn s. NR 526.12 (2) or are exempt from manifesting (a) Incineration. Treatment by incineration shall consist of
requirementsinder s. NR 526.14 (23uch as a registered sharpsncineration in a controlled ajr multi—-chambered incinerator
collectionstation. which provides complete combustion of the wastearbonized
Note: Other transportation regulations, such as USDOT standards, may aomineralized ash. The incinerator shall be one that is regulated
apply.For mort_e .ir?forma.ltion, contact USDOT helpline at 1-800-467-4922. by the department under s. NR 502.09 or 502.13.
3. Facilities licensed or exempt by another statstte, (b) Steam disinfection. Treatment by steam disinfection,
incinerateor treat infectious waste. including but not limitedto autoclaving, shall subject all the waste
(4) OPERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED INFECTIOUS to a combination of operational temperature, pressuepfifica
WASTE TRANSPORTERS. Infectious waste transporters which argle) and time proven to render the waste non-infectious at the
requiredto be licensed by the department shall comply with all thssigncapacity of the installed equipment.
following requirements in addition to those in sub. (3): (c) Chemical disinfectionTreatment by chemical disinfection
~ (&) Each vehicle shall have “WDNR?” followed by the infec shall expose the infectious waste to an appropriate type and con
tiouswaste transportation license number lettered on the rivegentration of disinfectant for a period of timefgtiént to render
andpassenges doors. The letters shall be at least 2 inches highe waste non-infectious. The chemical disinfectant shall be cho
with @ minimum of 1/2 inch brush stroke. The lettering shalt cogenbased on the manufactuserecommended use of the disin
trastwith the background so it is easy to read. fectant, the cleanliness of the surface of the waste, the contact
(b) \ehicles or containers used for the collection or transportéme, the physical and chemical properties of the waste, the con
tion of infectious waste shall be durable and easy to clean. centrationof the disinfectant and the degree of microbaitami
(c) Each vehicle hauling infectiowgaste shall carry a written nation.
contingencyplan for spills and accidents and shall carry tools and (d) Mechanical grinding and chemical disinfectioffreat-
materialssuficient to implementhe contingency plan. In case ofment by mechanical grinding and chemical disinfectimll
spill or accident, the driver shall implement the contingency plaxposeall of the waste to the chemical disinfectant for a period of
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time suficient to render thevaste non—infectious. The chemicalreatedby any of the methods listed in p&t) or bydisposal in a
disinfectantshall be chosen based on the use of the disinfantansepticsystem.

medicalsituations, the cleanliness of the surface of the waste, the(f) Teeth containing meury amalgam.Infectious waste gen
contacttime, thephysical and chemical properties of the wast@ratorsshall disinfect dooth containing mercury amalgam using
the concentration ofhe disinfectant and the degree of microbigbroceduresallowed under sub. (1) (ckxcept bleach, which

contamination. Treatment by mechanical grinding and chemicakachesnercury and shall manage the disinfected tooth in one of
disinfectionshall prevent the release of infectious liquidndec  the following ways:

tious gaseous dischges into the environment. 1. Recycle the disinfected tooth containing mercury amalgam
(e) Mechanical grinding and heat disinfectiofireatment by with other mercury—containing wastes.

mechanicalrinding and heat disinfection, including but fint- 2. Disposeof the disinfected tooth containing mercury amal
ited to low frequencywave radiation and microwave radlatlon{:']amalS a hazardous waste.

shallexpose all of the waste to heat for a period of timfécgerit .
to render the waste non-infectious.redtment by mechanical 3. Remove the mercury amalgam from the disinfected tooth
S - . h andeither recycle the mercury amalgam or dispigbe mercury
grinding and heatisinfection shall prevent the release of mfecamal ames a hazardous waste. Thsinfected tooth may be dis
tiousliquid or infectious gaseous dischas into the environment. cardgdas solid waste ’ y
(f) Gas disinfection.Treatment by gas disinfection shall allow note: See the American Dental Associatmmebsite at wwada.og for recom
gasto penetrate all the infectious waste and shall render the wastededorocedures for disinfecting teeth containing mercury amalgam.

non-infectious.The unit shall be operatéula manner that does _ History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, éf11-1-94:am. (1) (a), (2) (b)
p 3., (e), RegisterJune, 1996, No. 486,fe7-1-96;CR 05-020: am. (2) (a) (into.),

not pose an occupational risk of exposure to the gas. o (2) (f) Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.
Note: For ethylene oxide sterilizers, refer to OSHA regulations in 29 CFR
1910.1047.Alir toxic rules in ch. NR 445 may also apply NR 526.12 Treatment facilities. (1) Licenses. Except

(9) Other methodsTreatment by other treatment methods angg
processesshall render the waste non-infectious and shall Bgrectiouswaste treatment facilitynless the person has obtained
appropriatewith respect to all of the following: the properties ob, gperating license from the departmenter s. NR 502.08 as

thewaste being disinfected, the manufactisreecommended use 5 5ojid waste processinfgcility and the facility meets all the
of the disinfectant, the cleanliness of the surface of the waste, %ﬁuirements&n this chapter for containing, handling, storing and

contacttime, the physical propertied the waste, the concentra yeatinginfectious waste. @ apply for an operating licenstae
tion of the disinfectant and the degree of microbial Comam'”at'%plicantshall do all of the following:

_ (2) SpeciaLconsIDERATIONS. No person majreat the follow (a) Contact the departmesidistrictor area dfce as appropfi

ing categories of infectious waste except as follows: ateto arrange an initial site inspection for the purpose of evaluat
(a) Human tissue Human tissue, except teeth containing-meing compliance with the requirements of s. NR 502.08 (3).

cury amalgam treated according to.[#; shall be treated bgny (b) Prepare a plan of operation as described in sub. (3).

of the following methods: _ o (c) Submit the plan of operation to the department for
1. Methods which render the tissue both non-infectious aﬁﬁproval,according to the requirements in s. NR 500.05. Upon
unrecognizables human tissue. receiptof the planof operation, the department shall send an
2. Incineration where the tissue is transformed into an agivoice for the plan review fee for solid waste processing facili
which would not be recognized as being from a human being.ties, as specified in s. NR 520.04afdle 2.
(b) Animal tissue. Animal tissue known to be carrying or  (d) After obtaining a plan of operation approval from the
experimentallyinfected with a zoonotic infectious agent shl departmentsubmitan application form for the operating license

provided insub. (2), no person may operate or maintain an

treatedby any of the following methods: andthe license fee for a solid waste processing facéitgording
1. Methods which render the tissue non-infectious. to ss. NR 500.06 and 520.0440e 2.
2. Incineration. (2) ExempTiONS. Personsavho operate the following infec

3. Burial on the land on which the animal was kepédoord tiousqu;e treatment facili;ies are exempt frpmn’kﬁquirements
ancewith s. 289.43 (9), Stats., for animals infected with scrap{@r obtaining an operating license and submitting a plan of epera
ors. 289.43 (8), Stats., or s. NR 503.08 for other animals. ~ ton for a solid wast@rocessing facilitybut shall comply with the

4. Rendering or other methods which incorporate the anm{gllowing specified requirements:

into a consumer product in accordance with all other applicalfle(a) Individual infectious waste treatment facilities which are
stateand federal regulations. ocatedon the property wheriie infectious waste was generated

Note: For animals and animal waste usecHIV and HbV research, refer to @ndwhich treat less than 500 pounds of infectious waste per day

OSHA blood-borne pathogen standard 29 CFR 1910.1030 (e). Thesetreatment facilities magiccept infectious waste from other
(c) Sharps. Sharps shall be treated by avfythe following infectiouswaste generators if the waste is acceptedrat-gor—
methods: profit and cost-only basis. Persons operating these infectious

1. A method which both renders the sharp non—infectious afi@stetreatment facilities s_haII followall the requirements in _sub.
rendersthe sharp broken and not able to be reused, such as f§)dor operating and testing the treatment wmitl for keeping
grinding or shredding process. records.

2. Incineration. (b) Incinerators and municipal solid waste combustors, which

(d) Bulk blood. Bulk blood shall be treatey any of the fol ~2réregulated under s. NR 502.09 or 502.13addition to what
Iowing methods: IS requwed under those sections, persons operatlng Incinerators

. . . - . . and municipal solid waste combustors shall follow the reguire
1. Biological treatment in a municipal or industnghstewa P q

ter treatment facility which has been appro ers. 281.41, mentsin sub. (4) (a) and (c) for operating an infectious waste treat

. mentunit and for keeping records.
Stats. or permitted under ch. 283, Stats. Bulk blood may be-trans (3) PLAN OFOPERATION, EXCept as provideid sub. (2), no per

Feorg edto the wastewater treatment facility through the sewer S¥%on may establish or construct an infectious waste treatment facil

. . . ity or expand an existing facility unless the person hastimeet

2. Methods which render the blood non-infectious. applicablerequirements of s. NB02.08 for solid waste process
3. Incineration. ing facilities and has obtained from the department a pfan
(e) Body fluids and blood-contaminatagtine and feces. operationapproval and applied for aperating license as a solid
Body fluids and blood—-contaminated urine and feces shall besteprocessing facility The plan of operation shall specify the
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intent and objectives of the proposal and indicate methods asidNR 526.1. The department may approve alternative proce
proceduredo preventand minimize adverse environmental andluresfor certifying that waste has undene infectious waste
healthimpacts. Unless otherwise approved by the departmentieatment.

writing, the plan shall be submittéd accordance with s. NR  (5) OpERATING REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSED TREATMENT
500.05and shall contain, at a minimum, the information listed igaciLiTiEs. In addition to the requirements in sub. (4), persons who
s.NR 502.08 (3) to (5) and any other details necessary to addiggérateinfectiouswaste treatment facilities which are required to
the requirements in this chaptencluding but not limited to pejicensed as solid waste processing facilities under sub. (1) shall
requirementsfor handling, containment anstorage and the meetthe requirements in ss. NR 502.08 (6) to (8), 502.04 and
requirementsn subs. (4) and (5). 502.05.

(4) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTSFOR ALL TREATMENT FACILITIES. (o story: Ct. RegisterOctoberd904, o, 466, 11 1-9dam. (1) (o). () (o

intaini ; . (3), (5), Registedune, No. 486, ef 7-1-96; -020: am. (1) (c),

No person may operate or maintainiafectious waste treatment i 2 3% "o, and 2. Register January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-05.
facility unless all of the following requirements are met:

(a) Operating. The person shall demonstrate that the treatment g 526.13 Disposal. Noperson may dispose of infectious

unit renders infectious wast®n-infectious. The operator shall,,stein a solidwaste disposal facility unless the infectious waste
follow a written operational manual or documented quality ass

. . Sasundegone infectious wastieeatment and is otherwise man
ance procedures for operating the treatment unit. The operatl(ééai

) . daccording to s. NR 5261 Infectious waste generators shall
procedureshall be available to the operator at all times the-trel; rethat infectious waste generated by them has goder

mentunit is in operation. infectiouswaste treatment before disposal.

(b) Testing. At a minimum, the person shall ensure that a-quali History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94,CR 05-020: am.
fied person tests the treatment unit at the frequency specifiedRggister January 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06.
the manufacturés instructions or after every 100 hours of opera
tion, whichever is more frequent.e3t methodshall be appropri NR 526.14 Records and infectious waste manifests.
atefor the treatment method and shalldzsed on medically-ac (1) AcTiviTIES. (a) Records. Except as provided in sub. (2), all
cepted procedures and the manufactiserinstructions. infectiouswaste generators shall keep records of the amount of
Acceptabletest methods may be physical, chemical or microbiinfectiouswaste sent éfsite for treatment. Records shaltlude
logical in nature, as appropriate for the treatment method.  all the information listed under suf®) and retained as provided

(c) Keeping ecords. The person shall maintain an operatind Sub.(4). Records may consist of any of the following: originals
log for each treatment uriit the treatment facility and retain theOr copies of infectious waste manifests, USDOT shipping papers,
operatinglog for at least 3 years. If the 3-year period expires dipvoicesor records received from the infectious waste treatment
ing anunresolved enforcement action, the period is automaticafcility, logs or other written documentation of the amount of
extendeduntil resolution of the pending enforcement action. Fdpfectiouswaste sent éfsite for treatment. If USDOShipping
treatmentunits treating 5@ounds or more of infectious waste pePapersare used as records, infectious waste generators shall keep
month,the operating log shall be kept for all test cycles andtre&€parateecords of information required under sub. (3) which is
mentcycles. For treatment units treating less than 50 poofndgot written on their USDOT shipping papers.
infectiouswaste per month, the operating log shalkégt for test (b) Manifests. WhenUSDOT regulations applyhe generator
cyclesonly. The operating log shall contain all of the followingshalluse a USDOT shipping paper instead of an infecticaste
informationfor all test cycles and, if required, treatment cyclesmanifestprepared in accordance with this paragraph. Unless

1. Date. USDOT regulations apply or as provided in sub. (2), no person
2. Clock time of start of cycle. may store, transfetransport or treat infectious waste beyond the

. . . . roperty where the waste was generated unless the waste is
3. Operating parameters, including any of the following th%‘ccompanied)y an infectiouswaste manifest. The infectious

applyto the treatment method being used: temperature, pressifigctemanifest may either teWsconsin infectious waste mani
type of disinfectant, concentration of disinfectant, durat@n et form suppliecby the department or an alternative manifest
treatmentycle and contact time. . form which includes all the information requiredsinb. (3)After
4. Approximate amount of waste treateyl weight, unless aninfectious waste manifest has been initiated, all persons who

thisinformation has already beeecorded on an infectious wastestore transfer transport or treat the waste shall sign the infectious
manifestor USDOT shipping paper wastemanifest form, even if the infectious waste generator is

5. Generator of waste treated, if other than the owner or-opezaempt from manifesting under sub. (2), and shall deliver the
tor of thetreatment facilityunless the waste is accompanied by anfectiouswaste manifest form to the next persam handles the
infectiouswaste manifest or USDOT shipping paper waste. The infectious waste transporter shedlve a copy of the

6. Results of any tests run to verify disinfection. manifestwith the infectious waste generator at tinee that the

; ; ; oWh wasteis removed from the generatefacility.
(d) Using manifests.Unless USDOT regulat|ons ap en Note: Wisconsin infectious waste manifest forms (DNR form 4400-176) may be

treatlnglnfectlous waste which is aC_ComP_a”'ed by an InfECtIC’l(lyﬁtainedfrom the department of natural resources by writing c@hsin Depart
waste manifest,the operator of an infectious waste treatmemtentof Natural Resources, Bureau oaste Management, ©. Box 7921Madison,
facility shall certifythat the infectious waste has been treatégzisssoof}s'“lf"?qugzl or b&gg‘g}gh&?glﬂﬁﬁﬁlggé more L’gﬁz’fzmat'on about
accordingto s. NR 526.1 by doing all of the following: 2 TEQX“ ations contact ™ fe”p'”e_ at - o

1. The operator shall sign the infectious waste manifegﬁ( ) ExempTions. (a) The following persons are exempt from

accordingto s. NR 526.14 (1) (b). the requirements of this .sectlo'n:

2. The operator shall send a copy of the sigiméelctious 1. Home generators of infectious waste. . )
wastemanifest form along with thieeated infectious waste to the 2. Owners and operators of sharps collection stations.
solid waste disposal facility where the waste is disposEde (b) The following persons are exempt from the requirements
departmentay approve alternative procedures for certifying tha use infectious wastmanifests under this section, but shal fol
wastehas undegone infectiousvaste treatment before being-dis low the requirement for keeping records under sub. (1) (a):
posed. 1. An infectious waste generator transporting infectious

3. Within 30 days of when the infectious waste was treatedasteonly on private roads on the same property where the infec
the operator shall returto the generator the signed original infectious waste was generated and usietjicles owned or leased by
tious waste manifest form which certifies to the infectious wastle infectious waste generator or by one of gie@erators in the
generatotthat theinfectious waste has been treated according twoup.
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2. An infectious waste generator transporting less than 8@ unresolved enforcement action, the periocgusomatically
poundsper calendar month of untreated infectious waste aweaytendeduntil resolution of the pending enforcement action.
from the property where the waste was initially generated, inclutd History: Cr. RegisterOctober1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94am. (2) (b) 2., Regis

e

ing items which are mixed with the infectious waste. J;r']fg:;'2%%%6,'\"3'_"66‘?6g§7;ﬁ8§R 05-020: am. (1) (a), (b) and (4) Register

3. Infectious wastgeneratorsocated on the same property
who manageheir infectious waste together and who, as a group, NR 526.15 Infectious waste annual reports. An infec
transportless than 50 pounds per calendar month of untreatgshis waste generatarhich is either required to use manifests

infectiouswaste away from the property unders. NR 526.14 or to submit progress reports on medical waste
(3) Formar. The infectious waste manifest form shall includeeductionunder s. NR 526.21 shall submit an annual report to the
all of the following information: departmenbn a form supplied by the department and the annual

(a) The place of origin of the infectious waste, including filing fee for the infectious waste annual report, as specified in s.
name,address, telephomaimbey and name of contact person and'R 920.04, Bble 2. An annual report form submitted by a medi

type of facility where the infectious waste was generated, inclugd! facility shall be signed by the director of the faciliyn annual
ing but not limited to: hospitals, clinics, nursing homes Shar%gpc_)rtform submitted by other infectious waste generators shall
collection stations and other facilities. ' ' e signed by the administratarhiefexecutive dicer or board of

. . . . directors.
(b) The route for thénfectious waste, including the name, .
(1) GROUPSOF GENERATORS. Infectious waste generators who

addresstelephone numbelicensenumber and name of COmadmanifestinfectious waste as a group nehypose to submit a single
personfor any and all persorstoring, transporting or treating the nnualreport on behalf of the group and which is signed by the

infectiouswastebeyond the location where the infectious WaStgirectorof each generator in the group. Except as required under
wasgenerated.. . . . . s.NR 526.21 (1), the annual report shalldodmitted by March

~ (c) The destination for disposal of threated infectious waste, 1 for activities performed during the preceding calendar. year
including the name, address, telephone numbaelid waste dis (2) GENERATORSOF MASS VACCINATION WASTE. This subsec

posaltacility Ilcense_ Inumber a_nd nqme ofa covtact person. tion applies to persons generating infectious waste during-emer
(d) The composition of the infectious waste, including the typfency mass vaccinations, including but not limited to smallpox
or types of infectious waste listed in s. NR 526.05 (1). andexcluding routine vaccinations. The filing status of these gen
(e) The quantityof the infectious waste, including both theeratorsis based on their non—-mass vaccination waste, that is, the
numberof containers and the total weight, whether known or estbtal amount of waste generated in the year minus the amount of
mated,of infectious waste including waste which is mixed withvastegeneratect mass vaccination clinic or clinics. These-gen
the infectious waste. eratorsare required to file an annual report only if thane
(f) The signature of an authorized representative of feaith requiredto file an annual report under this section based on their

ity or licensed transporter handling the waste from generatifji~-massaccinationwaste. Their annual report shall include
throughtreatment. theamount of the infectious waste generated at the mass vaccina

) . tion clinic or clinics. Converselyf generators of infectious waste
(4) ReTenTioN. Infectious waste manifests and records dociggm emegency maswaccinations are not required to file an
mentingthe information required under sub. (3) shall be retaingghnyarreport under this section, based on their non-mass vaccina
asfollows: tion waste, they do not need to file the annual report or report the

(a) The infectious waste generator shall retain the copy of thmountof their mass vaccination waste.

infectiouswaste manifest received when the waste was removedlote: Infecﬁious waste annfual rep?rt forms (DNR form 4400-177) may be
from the generatos facilty and the recordat certy their - SPnedon he Depsinentof Nard Resources, Bueaumtibizrngerert,
InfeCtIOL,‘Iswa‘,c’te was treated, as requ”e(,*]'NR 526.12 (4) (d) 608-266-2111.The forms are also available on DSRVebsite, wwwinr.wi.gov.
3. The infectious waste generator shiathin these records for at  pistory: cr. RegisterOctober 1994,No. 466, ef 11-1-94: am., Registedune,
least3 years after the waste has been treated and provide 188, No. 486, ef 7-1-96;CR 05-020: r and recr. Register January 2006 No.
departmentopies of manifests and thecords documenting the 601.€ff. 2-1-06
informationrequired in sub. (3) upon request. If the 3—year period ) )
expiresduring an unresolved enforcement actitie period is Subchapterlll — Medical W aste Reduction
automaticallyextended untitesolution of the pending enforce
mentaction. NR 526.16 General. (1) Purpose. The purpose othis

Note: Hospitals, clinics and nursing homes should keep records for at least 5 y&whchapters to require medical facilities, except thesempted
to comply with s. NR 526.19 (9) (a) and (g). undersub. (2), to implement policies which wilb all of the fol

(b) Each licensed infectious waste transporter and each owRfiing: reduce the amount of medical wagémerated by medical

or operator of a storage transfer facilitycombustarincinerator facilities, prevent the mixing of infectious waste with non- infec
or infectious waste treatment facility which handles or disinfect®uswaste, promote practicalternatives to disposable items in
infectiouswaste shall retain a copy of each manifest, certificationedical facilities, and maintain &fctive waste reduction pro
of infectious waste treatment according toNR 526.1 and grams. Waste reduction &rts initiated prior to November 1,
recordsdocumenting the information required in sub. (3)dbr 1994may be incorporated into the policy and plan.
least3 years after delivering the waste to the next destination andote: Medicalwaste does not mean all of the waste produced in a medical setting.

shall provide the department copies of these documents uﬁ@ﬁ;te’materials from a medical setting wfjich do not meesid‘i'miti_on of “infectious
ste”in statutes are considered to be “medical waste” only if the generator mixes

request. If the 3-year period expires during an UWESQ'Ve\ﬁaem with infectious waste or manages them as though they are infectious waste.
enforcemenéction, the period is automatically extended unti res 2y Exeverions. Directors of all medical facilities are enceur
olution of the pending enforcement action. agedto audit their waste management practices and to reduce

(c) The owner or operator of a solid waste disposal facilitpedical waste whenever possible. Tfalowing directors of
which receives treated infectious waste shall retain a copy of timedicalfacilities are exempt from the requiremeafghis sub
infectious waste manifest and certification of infectious wastehapter,provided they keep records of the amount of medical
treatmentunder s. NR 526.12 (4) (d) 2. for at least 3 years afterastegenerated in order to verify whether or not they are exempt
disposalof the waste and shall provide the department cagiesfrom the requirements of this subchapter and they retain the
thesedocuments upon request. If the 3—year period expires duriegordsfor 5 years:
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(a) Directors of medical facilities which generate less than 50 (4) MEDICAL WASTE GENERATION RATE. The wastauditshall
poundsof medical waste per calendar month, regardless of whédentify the rate at which the medidaicility generated medical
the waste is treated. wasteduring the 12 months covered by the audit. The waste gen

(b) Directors of medical facilitiehich generate more than 50€rationrate shalbe calculated according to the appropriate for
poundsof medical waste during only one calendar month of-a cahulain s. NR 526.21 (1).
endaryear regardless of where the waste is treated, and which(5) WasTE MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. The waste audishall
averagdess than 50 pounds of medie@ste per month for the identify how medical wastés collected, stored, transported and
samecalendar year treatedfrom the point of generation to the point of final disposal,

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, éf11-1-94. including any medical waste disclysd to apublicly—owned
. ) ) wastewatetreatment system. The audit shall identify how non-

NR 526.17 Medical waste reduction policy. Exceptas infectiouswaste is prevented from being mixed with infectious
providedin s. NR 526.16 (2), each director stedopt a written \yaste. The audit shall include anyaste types that are currently
medicalwastereduction policy which commits the medical facil mixedwith or may be mixed with infectious waste. The audit may
ity to the processf reducing the amount of medical waste genepsgidentify waste management practices for waste typesitaat
atedat the source. A group of directors may work togetber ot mixed with medical waste.
developa policy which each individualirector will subsequently isiory: cr. RegisterOctober1994, No. 466, £f11-1-94,CR 05-020: am. (2)
adopt. The director shall review and update the medical wastegisterJanuary 2006 No. 601, eff. 2-1-06
reductionpolicy as necessary or at least evegears. The medi
cal waste reduction policy shall, at a minimum, commit the medi NR 526.19 Medical waste reduction plan. (1) Gen-
cal facility to the process of waste reduction, which consists of aia. provisions. Unless exempt under s. NR 526.16 (2), each
of the following: director or directots designee shall prepaee medical waste

(1) Auditing current practices for managing solid waste-gemeductionplan for separating, reducing and managing the medical
eratedoy the medical facility and repeating the waste audit as necastegenerated, for evaluating alternatives to disposable prod
essaryaccording to s. NR 526.18. uctsandfor maintaining waste reductionfefts. The director or

(2) Preparinga medical waste reduction plan and updating tifirector’'sdesignee shall do all of the following whpreparing
planas necessargccording to s. NR 526.19. the medical waste reduction plan:

(3) Implementingthe medical waste reduction plan, aceord (@) Include all of the information required in sul) to (10)
ingto s. NR 526.20 (1). in the medical waste reduction plan.

(4) Assessinghe medical waste reduction plan and the prog (b) Assess the medical waste reduction @ad its results
resstowardgoals annuallyaccording to s. NR 526.20 (2), andannuallyand update the plan at least every 5 years.

submittingprogress reports to the department, accorttirsgg NR (c) Keep a copy of the most recent medical waste reduction

526.21. _ plan and make it available for the department to review upon
History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. requestaccording to s. NR 526.22 (2). The department may

requirethe director to submit a copy of the pkamd related materi

NR 526.18 Waste audit. Before completing or updating 55t the department for its review and approvetie department

the medical waste reduction plan required in s. NR 526.19, e ; o : : P
directoror directots designee shall audit the medical facitity’ to s):)aegir;;ci)r:/g Qt’gtzlglyagb}/\élégvcec;ngglggihgl(;:lljlfgér.lg but not limited
currentsolid waste management practices. Each director or direc . . S . )
tor’s designee shall repeat the audit at least every 5 years for théd) Consider the following priorities in developing the medical
whole medical facility or more frequently famy part of the facil Wastereduction plan:

ity where there has been a significant changmlid waste char 1. Waste reduction, including but not limited to: reducing the
acteristicsor amounts of solid waste due to major remodelingymountof packaging and the use of disposable items, substituting
expansiorof service or other factors. Each director or diréstorotherproducts and materials, changing or modifying equipment,
designeeshall keep a copy of the results of the inidiatlit and all changing purchasing policies or procedures, changing house
subsequenaudits at the medical facilityThe department may keeping practices, providing morefesftive waysto separate
reviewthese records upon request. The waste audit shall addiefactiouswastes from all other waste types, and sellindoorat

all of the following: ing unused items and equipment to others.

(1) Source AaReAs. The waste audit shall identify all areas 2. Reuse by appropriate reprocessing, including bulimet
within the medical facility where solid waste, not just medicaled to: sterilizing, disinfecting, decontaminating, laundering,
waste,is generated. rechargingexchanging waste or equipment with others, and sel

(2) WasTe TyPES. The waste audit shall identify the types ofing or donating reprocessed items or equipment to others.
wastethat are generated within each source afeia.not neces 3. Recycling of recyclable materials.

saryto determine how mucbf each waste type is generated in ée) Consider all of the following factorghen evaluating waste

eachsource area. The waste types are: medical waste, includifighagemenstrategies and alternatives to disposables:
infectiouswaste items listed in s. NR 526.05 and items which are . . . . s
1. Costs, including benefits, savings and reduced liabilities.

either being mixed with infectious waste or handled as infectious X
waste;hazardous waste, includifmit not limited to hazardous 2. Probable adversefeéts on patient care and worker safety
chemotherapywaste; radioactive waste; tractmemotherapy Posedby the alternatives.

waste;recyclable materials; wastes whictay have to be man 3. Probable décts oftransferring waste disposal to other
agedseparately because thase any combination of infectious, media,including land, air and water
hazardousr radioactive waste; and other solid waste. 4. State recycling laws and rules and local recycling-ordi

Note: Infectious waste which is also hazardous may also be regulatéz by nces
departmentinder hazardous waste rules. See chs. NR 660 to 670 and s. NR 52@.’31 )
(2) (f). Infectious waste which is alsadioactive is regulated by the department of 5. Recycling options available in the area.
healthand family services undeh. HFS 157 and the federal government under T . . .
10 CFR until no longer regulated as radioactive material, as provided in s. NR 526.02 6. Compliance with other rules and regulations that apply to
(6). or within the medical facilitysuch as occupational health and

(3) QuanTITY OF MEDICAL WASTE. The waste audit shall iden safetyregulations, state and federal air management regulations,

tify how many pounds of medical waste the medical facdiya stateand federal wastewater regulations and state and féderal

whole, generated during the previous 12 months. ardouswaste regulations.
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7. Availability of products or equipment needed to implemerti) (e) when evaluating alternative waste management practices
analternative. anddeveloping waste management policies or proceduras.

8. Other considerations specific to the medical facility =~ medicalwaste reduction plan shall briefly describe howdinec

(2) OPTIONAL PROVISIONS. (a) The director or directardesig O Or directors designee intends to prevent the mixing of non-in
neemay also address the waste types listed in SS26RLS (2) in fectiouswaste with infectious wasteThe plan shall include or
the medical waste reduction plan, or incorporate the medic&gfer to written policies or procedures for collecting, storing,

wastereduction plan within a comprehensive waste managemé&i@nsportingand treating medical waste from theint of genera
plan for the medical facility tion to the point of disposal, including any medical waste dis

(b) Themedical waste reduction plan may describe, incorp§hargedo a publicly-owned wastewater treatment system.
rate or refer to wasteeduction policies or waste minimization (6) ALTERNATIVES TO DISPOSABLEITEMS. The medical waste
plansadopted prior to November 1, 1994 or to applicable wagteductionplan shall include or refer to written policies or proce
handling and management policies or plans developed unddiresfor evaluating alternatives to disposables wherchasing
otherrules, such as s. NR 662.041 (3) (e) and (f), or under tinedicalmaterials, supplies and equipment. The policigsare
requirementf other agenciesuch as OSHA or the joint cem duresshall specifyhow alternative products, replacement costs,
missionon accreditation of healthcareganizations. treatmentosts, disposal costs, the priorities in sub. (1) (d) and the

(c) If the medical facility manages itsfectious waste with factorsin sub. (1) (e) will be evaluated prior to purchasing.
otherinfectious waste generators, the director or dirésidesig (7) PusLIC EDUCATION. The medical waste reduction plan
neemay work together with those generators to develop a singleallinclude or refer tepecific written policies and procedures
medicalwaste reduction plan. for informing volunteers, patients and their guests about waste

(d) The medical waste reduction plan may describe incentivéisposalin orderto prevent non—infectious waste from being put
which are ofered to encourage stab participate actively in in containers meant only fanfectious waste. Education is
implementing,evaluating and improving the plan. requiredonly in areas where volunteers, patients and their guests

(e) When setting goals in sub. (3), the director or direstorhave access to infectiousvaste containers. Education may
designeemay recognize and maintain past accomplishmentsiftglude but is not limited to any one or more of tfudlowing:
reducingmedical waste. The plan may list other goals, includidgbelsplaced on or signs near infectiouaste containers indicat
othernumerical goals, which encourage continuioysrovement ing who may place waste in thosentainers or what may be
in medical waste reduction. Numerical goals may be modifigdacedin them, pamphlets, notices, verbal education or other
overtime to reflect changing conditions. means.

(3) GoaLsaND oBJECTIVES. The medical waste reduction plan (8) Starr TRAINING. The medical waste reduction plan shall
shall list the medical facilitys internal goals, objectives and aprovide for the training of all employees and medical personnel
timetablefor reducing the amoumtf medical waste generated bywho work within the medical facilityas follows:
themedical facility Goals shalinclude, but are not limited to, all  (g) Initial training. Initial training shall include, at a minimum,

of the following: B _ _ the waste management practices, policiasl procedures for

(a) Meeting a specific numerical goal expressed in ternas ofedical waste and for any other waste types generated in the
medical waste generation rate calculated according to s. NJurceareas in the areas in which they work.
526.21(1). If a medical facility has already significantly reduced Existing employeesind medical personnel who work
:Itvshirgﬁ ?T:(ézltvav?%tfetgg g%r,jg?rr: [r)ztri atrg)()i tga(z)'mtﬁleenmuenqg?cglog%?nin the medical facility shall receive training regarding the

o | ' - stemanagement policies and practices within 6 moafter

may be to ma”f"a'“ the ?We”t medl(_:al W"_"Ste generatlpn _ratethe medical waste reduction policy goes iefiect. If the director

(b) Preventing the mixing of non—infectious waste with infecyr gjrectors designee has implemented a medical waste reduction

tiouswaste by separating waste at the source according to s. NE, nrior to November 1, 1994, initial training done to implement
526.06and byimplementing the waste management procedur plan will meet the intent of this subdivision.

developed.inder sub. (5). 2. New employeeandmedical personnel who work within

(c) Reducinghe use of disposable items when it is practicg)\s yegical facility shall be trained as part of their initial orienta
to do so, by implementing the procedures for evaluating a#terrlfaOn

tives to disposables developed under sub. (6). .
(d) Maintaining an déctive program for reducing medical (b) Annual updates.All employees and medical personnel

wastethrougheducation, training, monitoring and assessmerwh0 work within thg medical facility shall repgive trainiagnu
accordingto subs. (7) (8’) and (9)’ ally on waste handlingnd management policies, procedures and

(4) BASELINE AND PASTPRACTICES. The medical waste reduc practicedor the waste types generatedtie source areas in which

tion plan shallbriefly describe the practices related to medicatlreywork' .

waste management that were #flect during the most recent . (9) MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT. The medical wastedue
wasteaudit and any pastfefts to reduce medical waste. Deseri tion plan shall describe how the dllrectordmectors deS|gr]ee will
tions of baseline practiceshall include but not be limited to all of Monitorand assess waste reductidior$. Theplan shall include
thefollowing: the waste management practices identified durir®f refer to policies or procedures, where appropriate, for doing all
the most recent waste audit under s. NR 526.18 (5); how alter@4 the following:

tives to disposables were being evaluated; how medical waste(a) Keeping records of total mediaahste generation, on—site
managementosts were being estimated; where any records wéatmentand of-site shipment of medical waste for at least 5
total medical waste generation, on-site treatment @ifesite yearsin order to meet the requirement in.q@).

transportationwere kept, and which positions were responsible b) Inspecting the medical facility periodically and enforcin
for implementing each of these activities. Descriptiohpast the(rrzedicgl was?e reduction plan. VP Y 9

practicesshall include what the medical facility has done to . . o .
reducemedical waste from Novembdr 1994 until the most (c) Monitoring the medical facility annually for changes which

recentaudit andmay include waste reductionfefts prior to would make it necessary for the facility to repeat the waste audit
Novemberl, 1994. accordingto s. NR 526.18.

(5) WASTE MANAGEMENT. The director or directés designee  (d) Reviewing the process of plan implementation annually
shall consider the priorities in sub. (1) (d) and the factors in sub. (e) Assessing progress toward goals and objectives annually
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() Reviewing the contents of the medical wastduction onwhich theprogress report is based. The medical waste genera
policy every 5 years and the medical waste reduction planantion rate shall be expressed as follows:

ally. 1. For hospitals and nursing homes, in pounds per patient—
(9) Updating the policy and plan as necessary or at least evelay, according to the following formula, unless the department
5 years. approvesan alternative formula in writing:
(h) Preparingand submitting progress reports according to Spounds/(patient-day) = (total pounds of medical waste
NR 526.21. generated in year)
(10) PosiTions. The medical waste reduction plan shddin (total patient-days in same year).

tify the employee positions that will be responsible for each of the . . e
following activities in the plan: preparing the plan, evaluating and 2+ For clinics, excepfree—standing dialysis clinics, in pounds

implementingalternative wastenanagement practices, evatuatPer day per treatment area, according to the following formula,
ing and implementing alternatives to disposables, education atf§essthe department approves an alternative formula in writing:

training, and the activities associated wittonitoring and assess  (poundsiday)/area = (total pounds of medical waste
mentunder sub. (9). generated in the year)/365 days

History: Cr. RegisterOctober1994, No. 466, &éf11-1-94;correction in (2) (b) (number of treatment areas).
madeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats.
) 3. For free-standing dialysis clinics, in pounds giatysis
NR 526.20 Implementation and assessment. Unless eatmentaccording to the foliowing formula, unless thepart
exemptunder s. NR 526.16, a director shall implement the meghentapproves an alternative formula in writing:
cal waste reduction plan and assess the plan ameshés of its
implementatiorannually If the department determines that a rea Pounds/(dialysisreatment) = (total pounds of medical waste
sonableeffort has not been made to follow the process outlined in generated in the year) -
this subchapter or to reduce waste, the department may require the (total ”“mbsarrggd'zg’f)'s treatments in
directorto submit the plaffor review and require changes to the yean:
plan, which may include but are not limited to changes in goals, (d) Dates and titles of the medical waste reduction policy and
objectives, objective waste generation rate, schedules and wéygenedical waste reduction plan and of any revisions to the policy

managemenpractices. or plan.
(1) IMPLEMENTATION. A director shall implement thmedical (e) An executive summary of thmedical waste reduction
wastereduction plan by the following dates: plan,including goals and objectives.

(a) Fora medical facility which generates 500 pounds or more (f) A brief description of progress toward meeting goals and
of medical waste per month, within 12 months of November implementingobjectives, including but not limited to: the impact
1994. of waste reduction &rts on waste generation weight and rates;

(b) For a medical facility whickyenerates 200 pounds or morédmpactsof other factors on waste generation weight eatés,

but less thar500 pounds of medical waste per month, within 28uchas changes in types of treatment performed or acuitydével
monthsof November 1, 1994. patients;benefits and problems with implementatiand how the

(c) For a medical facility which generates§éunds or more Problemshave been addressed. . .
but less thar200 pounds of medical waste per month, within 36 (g) Certification by the director that the information on the
monthsof November 1, 1994. form is true and accurate.

(2) AssessMENT. Each director or directtw designee shall  (h) Filing fee for an infectious waste annual report as specified
assessannually both the medical waste reduction plan and ties. NR 520.04, dble 2.
resultsof implementation of the plan, unless the medical facility (2) AnnuAL PROGRESREPORTS.After the first progress report,
is exempt under s. NR 526.16 (2). After completing emautual  the director shall submit annual progress repfmtsach calendar

assessmenthe director shall submit a progres=port to the yearby March 1 ofthe following year Annual progress reports
departmenticcording to s. NR 526.21. shall:

History: Ct. RegisterOctobey 1994, No. 466, &f11-1-94. (a) Include all of the information requiredsab. (1), except

NR 526.21 Progress reports. Unless exempt under s. sub. (1) (e). .
NR 526.16 (2), each director shall submit progress reports-to cer (p) Indicate whether or not the policy and plan have been
tify that the directohas adopted a medical waste reduction policgeylsed'n theprevious yearspecify the dates of any revisions and
preparecand implemented medical waste reduction plan and i r}l{e‘ﬂy decscgbe theo rezlsgng 465, 611-1-04; am. () (ir0), (1
maintainingefforts toreduce medical waste. The director shall History: Cr.RegisterOctobey1994, No. 466, €f11-1-94; am. (1) (intro,), (h),
submit progress reports to the department using the infectio%%iigﬂgﬂﬁgrlf 2852%2?68‘1"73% 29_631?5695 020:am. (1) (©) 2., &(1) (©) 3.
wasteannual report formequired in s. NR 526.15 and supplied

by the department, regardless of whether or not infectious wasteyg 52g.22 Availability. Unless exempt under s. NR

manifests have been used during the preceding calendar yeakog 16(2), eactdirector shall make its medical waste reduction

Note: Infectious waste annual report forms (DNR form 4400-177) may : ; ; ; .
obtainedfrom the department of natural resources, bureau of waste managementt,ﬁgy(:y and medical waste reduction plan available as follows:

S.Webster Street,®. Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707-7921. Phone nur(&@) (1) Eachdirector shall submit copies of the most recent medi
266-2111. _ cal waste reduction policy and plan, any amendments to the policy
(1) FIRsTPROGRESREPORT. The first progress report shall beg, plan, and all progress reports to the operat@ach medical

submittedto the department withid months of the date specified,yasteincinerator used to burn medical waste generated by the
in s. NR 526.20 (1) for implementation of the plan. The f'rSt‘pro%edicalfacility.

ressreport shall include all of the following: (2) Each director shall make available copies of the most

(a) Selected informatiomequired on the infectious wasteecenmedical waste reductiguolicy and plan, any amendments
annualreport form provided by the department. to the policy or plan, the results of all waste audits, and all progress
(b) Type of medical facility reportsto the departmerfor review upon request. The depart
(c) Rate of medical waste generated. For waste audits andrtrentmay require the director to providecopy of this material
first progress report, the year used shall be the audited fear to the department without clgge to the department. Upon receipt

annualprogress reports, the year used shall be the calendar y&fahe plan, the department will send an invoice forrtteslical
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wastereduction plan revieee required in s. NR 520.04afle
2.

(3) Each director shall make available copies of the most
recentmedical waste reductigoolicy and plan, any amendments
to the policy omplan, and the progress reports, to other persons for
review upon request, duringpormal administrative business
hours. Each director shall provide copies thie policy plan,
annualassessments or amendmeotsny person who requests
thesedocuments either in writing or in person. The director may
chargetheperson a reasonable fee to cover the cost of copying and
mailing the documents.

History: Cr. Register October 1994, No. 466, &éf11-1-94; am. (2), Register
June, 1996, No. 486, &f7-1-96.
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