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Chapter WEM 8
MUTUAL AID BOX ALARM SYSTEM STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES

WEM 8.01  Purpose. WEM 8.07  Coordinators.

WEM 8.02  Definitions. WEM 8.08  Credentialing.

WEM 8.03  Levels of response. WEM 8.09  Limitations on coverage.
WEM 8.04  Procedure for providing mutual aid. WEM 8.10 Compensation.

WEM 8.05 Types and classes of resources. WEM 8.11 Participation.

WEM 8.06 Communications.

WEM 8.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is toMABAS agreement and has been appropriately authorized by the
establishstandards for thadoption of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm governingbody to enter into such an agreement.
Systemalso known as MABAS, by a locgbvernmental unitas  (14) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm Systemtegion”
amechanism to be used for mutual aid for fire, rescue, and emgeanshe WEM regional areas as identified by the AdjuGeit
gency medical services and associated special operational sgalunder s. 166.03 (2) 6. (b) 1., Stats.
vicesas required in s. 166.03 (2) (a) 3., Stats. (15) “Mutual Aid Box Alarm System”, or MABAS, means a
History: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. 81 eff. 12-1-06. definite and prearranged plan Whereby an aiding unit provides
responseand assistance to a stricken unit in accordance with the

WEM 8.02 Definitions. In this chapter: systemestablished and maintained by MABAS member units, as
(1) “Aiding unit” means a MABAS member urfiirnishing amendedrom time to time. Management oversight of the system
equipmentpersonnel or services to a stricken unit. is handled by the MABAS executive board.

(2) “Apparatus guidelines” meansapparatus defined and (16) “National Incident Management System” or ‘NIMS’,”
incorporatednto the MABAS general operating procedures. meansa system mandated dyomeland Security Presidential

(3) “Chief officer” means the highest rankindgficer within a  Directive 5 that providesa consistent nationwide approach for
fire, rescue or emgency medical services unit. federal,state, local and tribal governments, the private sesolr

N " PP ongovernmentalbrganizationsto work efectively and -

(4) “Emergency” means an occurrence or condition in %iently together to prepare forespond to, and recover from

strickenunit’s Ferrltorlal jurisdiction which _results ina S'tuatlonQOImesticincidents, regardless of cause, size, or complexity
of such magnitude or consequence that it cannot be adequate

handledby the resources of that unit, so that it determines theYﬂ.) “Stricken unit” meansa MABAS member unit or a non-—
necessityand advisability of requesting mutual aid participatinglocal governmental unit which requests aid in the
(5) “Emergencymedical services system” mear;s the methoeolventOf an emegency.

for establishing a system fthie appropriate management for th fe)(lg%agnbe or band” has the meaning given in s. 66.0314 (1)

medicaltreatment andransport of the public in pre—hospital or . . .
interfacility settings or from facilities or institutions providing _(19) “WEM” means the divisioof emegency management
healthservices under chrdns 309 and chs. DH3Q to 1.3. with the department of military fafirs.

6) “Fire department” has the meaning given in s. 66.0314 (1) (20) "WEM duty oficer” means an individual on-call 24
(c),(S)tatsl. P ng given (f%ursa day and 7 days a week idsntified by WEMS duty ofi-

(7) “Incidentcommand system” has th@aning speci_fied in CeJiL%?;?rCR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. @1 eff. 12-1-06;
s.166.02 (6m), Stats., and follows the guidelines ofNb&onal  correction in (5) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats.
IncidentManagement System, also known as NIMS. _
(8) “Local governmental unit’ has the meanigiyen ins.  WEM 8.03 Levels of response. MABAS coordinates
19.42(7u), Stats., and also includes a tribe or band. the effective and dfcient provision of mutual aid during emer
(9) “MABAS, or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ box card” genciesnatural disastergr manmade catastrophes. In recegni

meansa printed formcontaining details of departments, s ecialtion of home rule, MABAS isiot intended to relieve a local gov
P 9 P » SP mentalunit from its responsibilities of providing adequate

: ; . er
ized personnel and equipment to respond to a given geeraph@ﬁrﬁ]ergencwervices for all local emgencies, since all locgowv

areatamet hazard or specialized response within a Communi%rnmentahnits should have their own first line défense. When
(10) “MABAS, or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ division” 3 |ocal governmental unit exhausts its resources, MABAS can be

meansthe geographically associated MABAS membiits  activatedby the stricken unit through a systematic plan at the fol

which have been grouped for operationdicé#ncy andrepresen  |owing NIMS level response types:

tation of those MABAS member units. . (1) A “local village, township, city or fire district level
(11) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ executive responseype 5” is an emegency that is a routine day-to—day

board”means a statewide oversight board comprised of ore degentutilizing resources listed on a MABAS box cavith a mini

ignatedrepresentative from each MABAS region. mumof 3 MABAS alarm levels which is triggered locally the
(12) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ interdivi incidentcommander on the scene of an egeecy.
sionalcard” means a MABAS box cardesignated for interdivi (2) A “regional city county or fire district level response type

sionalmutual aid, listing a MABAS divisios’equipment avail 4” is an emegency thathas exhausted “local village, township,

ableto respond based on the type of equipment and location. city or fire district level response” capabilities and may utilize up
(13) “MABAS or ‘Mutual Aid Box Alarm System’ member to 3 MABAS interdivisional cards. A regional response is-trig

unit” means docal governmental unit including but not limitedgeredlocally by the incident commander on the scene of an-emer

to a countycity, village, town, tribe or band, engemcy medical géency.

servicesdistrict, or fire protection district, havirg fire depart (3) A “state or metropolitan area level response §/pis an

mentrecognized by the state Wiisconsin which is a party to the emergencythat has exhausted “regional citpuntyor fire district
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response’tapabilities and may utilize multiple MABASterdi  from the Wsconsin Emegency Management webpagefitp:/emegencymanage-
visional Cards.' A state r_es_ponse is triggerEd by a request to wgiﬂgr‘)?:ovéR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. @1 eff. 12-1-06.
WEM duty oficer by the incident commander on the scene of the

emergency.Responding resources will be coordinated thg WEM 8.06 Communications. To facilitate radio inter
WEM duty oficer in coordination with theegional MABAS divi  operability during emegency response operatiordgsignated
sion coordinator MABAS VHF radio frequencies will be utilized by MABAS

(4) A “national level response types 1 or 2" is an egeacy Mmemberunits for on scene communications with MABAS mutual
thathas exhausted “state level response” capabilities or is an ev@flitpartners. This does npteclude fire, rescue and emgency
of national Significance which is triggered bytmnsmitted to the med|CalserV|.CeS from Ut|||z|ng Other.rad.u) frequenCIeS or I’adIO
WEM duty oficer through the Emegency Management Assist bandsfor their own internal communications.

Note: DesignatedMABAS VHF radio frequencies are available on request-with
anquqmpact und_er S :!'66'30’ Stats. out chage from the Fire Services Coordinatdfisconsin Emegency Management,
History: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. @1 eff. 12-1-06. 2400Wright StreetRoom 213, ©. Box 7865, Madison, WI 537087865, telephone

(608) 220-6049. MABAS policies and general operating procedures may also be

WEM 8.04 Procedure for providing mutual aid accessedrom the WsconsinEmegency Management webpage at: http://eyaer
’ . . . . * . cymanagement.wi.gov/.
(1) The MABAS member units authorize their respective ChIefyHistory: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. @1 eff. 12-1-06.

officer or designee to take necessary and proper action to render ) o

or request mutual aid from the MABAS member unitadécord WEM 8.07  Coordinators. Each MABAS division shall
ancewith other policiesand procedures established and mairhave one division coordinator available at all times. Each
tainedby the MABAS member units. The aigndered shall be MABAS region shall designate one division in its regimact as

to the extent of available personnel and equipment that are @€ regional coordinatoiEach WEM region shall designate one

requiredfor adequate protection of therritorial limits of the aid MABAS division as a WEM regional coordinator
ing unit. History: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. 81 eff. 12-1-06.

(2) Wheneveran emegencyoccurs and conditions are such  WEM 8.08 Credentialing. Through December 31, 2009,
that the incident commander atesignee, of the stricken unitall firefighters responding under MABAS shall meet the training
determinest is advisable to request aid under MABAS, the-incistandardsand requirementsf entry level firefighters trained
dentcommander or designee shall activate the number of aidingders. Comm 30.07. Commencidgnuary 1, 2010, all fire
unitsdeemed necessary in accordanith the policies and proee fightersresponding under MABAS shall meet the traingtgn
duresestablished and maintainbg the MABAS member units. dardsand requirements of firefighter | trained undeCemm

(3) Thechiefofficer, or designee, of the aiding unit shall take30.07. Emegency medical services responders shall haxsdic

the following action immediately upon receiving a requiest €mergencymedical services license as defined in chs. DHS 1
mutualaid: through113.

. . . History: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. 81 eff. 12-1-06;
(a) Determine what predetermined equipment, persomnel correction made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stats.

servicesare requested according to the MABAS box card. 8.09 " |
o ; ; WEM 8. Limitations on coverage. (1) Personne
(b) Determine if predetermined requested equipnpErsoA . . ’ : .
nel or services can be committed in respongéarequest from dispatchedto aid a stricken unit under MABAS shall remain
; : employeef the aiding unit. Personnel rendering aid shall report
the stricken unit. L=~ . ; |
. . . to the incident commander or designee of the stricken unit for
(c) Dispatch the predetermined requested equipment, persgfiectionand assignment at the scene of the gevesy The aid
nel or services, to the extent available, to the staging locationiqh ynit shall at all times have the right to withdraw any and all aid
theemegency reported by the stricken unit in accordance with trﬂ@)onthe order of its chief iter or designee, provided that the
MABAS box card. aiding unit withdrawing such aid notifies the incideammander
(d) Notify the stricken unit if any or all of the predetermine@f the stricken unit of the withdrawal of such aid #mel extent of
requested equipment, personnel or services cannot be provideachwithdrawal.
Note: MABAS policies and general operating procedures are availalvigoest (2) Therendering of assistance under MABAS shall not be
without chage from the Fire Services Coordinatdfisconsin Emeagency Manage [y : : P
ment, 2400 Wight Street, Room 213,®. Box 7865, Madison, Wi 537087865, andatory. An aiding unit may refuse if local conditions of the
telephone(608) 220-6049. MABAS policies amuocedures may also be accessediding unit prohibit response. The aiding wstillimmediately
from the Wisconsin Emegency Management webpagetitp://emegencymanage- notify the stricken unit of its inability to respond.

ment.wi.gov/. ) History: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. @1 eff. 12-1-06.
History: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. 8] eff. 12-1-06.

WEM 8.10 Compensation. Equipment, personnel or ser

WEM 8.05 Types and classes of resources. All vicesprovided under MABAS shall be at no aparto the stricken
equipmeniand apparatusrovided to the stricken unit shall com unit. However any expenses recoverable from third parties and
ply with requirements based on National Fire Protection Assoclgsponsibleparties shall be equitablyistributed among aiding
tion standards and cfirans 309 at the time of its original con units. Nothing shall operate to bar any recoverjuoids from any
structionand shall be NIMS compliant. At the local responsgtateor federal agency under existing state and federal laws.
level, stafing guidelines shall be based upon the current localHistory: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. @1 eff. 12-1-06.
policy and practicesAt the regional, state and national response
levels, personnel provided by aiding units shall comply with alj,
MABAS stafing guideline minimums.

WEM 8.11 Participation. An agencyparticipating in the

ABAS system must be either a MABAS member unit or have
Note: MABAS stafing guidelines are available on requesthout chage from signeda memorandum of understanding directly with MABAS.

the Firé Services CoordinatovVisconsin Emagency Management, 2400riyht Failureto do either does notJeopardlze responses to a non—partici

Street,Room 213, . Box 7865, Madison, WI 53708-7865, telephone (608patingcommunity at the direction of the WEM dutyfioér.
220-6049.MABAS policies and general operating procedures may also be accesseHistory: CR 06-091: cr Register November 2006 No. 81 eff. 12-1-06.

RegisterJanuary 2009 No. 637


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

