INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Structue History Notes

The Legislature, by s. 35.93 and ch. 227, Stats., directed Eachpage of the Code as it was originally filed and printed
the publication of the rules of executive agencies having rulgursuanto the 1955 legislation, had a date line “1-2-56". A
making authority in a loose—leaf, continual revision systemule which is revised ocreated subsequent to the original
known as the Wsconsin Administrative Code. The Coide printing date is followed by a history note indicating the date
kept current by means of new and replacement pages. Tdrenumber of the Register in which it was published and the
pagesare issued monthlyogether with notices of hearings,dateon which the revisioor creation of the rule becamdesf
notices of proposediles, notices of emgency rules, other tive. Additions to a sectiog’history note will be showin bold
noticesrelating to an agency’processing a proposed rulefacewhen those éécted code sections are first released. The
instructionsfor insertion of new materiaind other informa absence of a history note at the efa section indicates that
tion relating to administrative rules and the administrativibe rule has remained unchanged since the original printing in
rulemaking process. This service is called thés@dnsin 1956.The date line at the bottom of the page indicates the
AdministrativeRegisterand comes to th&ubscriber near the monthin which the page was released, but does not necessarily
middle and at the end of each month. Code pages are issmethna substantivehange has occurred on that page. Some
to subscribers only with the end of the month Regi§thke commonabbreviations used in the history notes &R...
editingand publishingf the Register and Code is done by th€learinghouseRule, cr....create, am....amend, r....repeal,
Legislative ReferencédBureau, Suite 200, One East Main Strecr....recreate, renum....renumber eff....efective, and
PO Box 2037, Madison, W§consin, 53701.Telephone emerg...emergency.

608-266-7590r E-mailbruce.hoesly@legis.wisconsin.gov |, some instances antire chapter has been repealed and

recreatedor renumbered subsequent to the original printing
Availability date.When this occurs a note has been placed at the beginning

The complete code and the upkeep service are distribufighe chapter after thable of sections to contain this informa
to the county law libraries; to the libraries of the University dfon: A separatéiistory note appears after each section indicat
WisconsinLaw School and Marquette University Law Schoold the date when the revision or creation becarfefe.
to the State Historical Society; the Legislative Reference  BeginningJuly 2001, history notes will indicate tldear
Bureauand to theState Law Libraryand to certain designatedinghouseRule number associated with a ruévision. The
public libraries throughout the state. ClearinghouseRule number is assigned by the Legislative

Thesale and distribution of the printed Regis@ude and CouncilRules Clearinghouse toproposed rule near the start
of its parts is handled by Department of Administratbogu  Of the rulemaking process. This number is portrayed in-a his
ment Sales, . Box 7840, Madison, Wtonsin 53707. tory note as, for example, the followinQR 01-041 The first
(608-266-3358information) (1-800-362-7253 or 608- 2 humbers indicate the year the rule proposal was initiated and
264-941%chage card orders). thelast 3 numbers refer to a sequential numbering of proposals

. . asthe rule proposals are receivedthg Legislative Council
Theentire Code and Registdrem January1996, can be during the c%urpse of the year ¥ €9

foundon the VisLaw® CD-ROM. End-user license and sub
scriptionorder forms are available from Document Sales and
Distribution. EmergencyRules
The Code and Register can also be found on the internet at | N€ Legislaturehas granted state agencies the authority to
www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/code.htm. enactrules without using the normal rule-making process by
publishingthose rules irthe oficial state newspapefTo jus
tify the use of the engency rule process, an agency must find
Arrangement and Table of Contents thatthe preservation of the public peace, healtfiety or wel
The Code is arranged in the complete set alphabetipally fare will be jeopardized without the engemcy rule. Some
agency.Certain descriptors such as “Department” ands*W agencyemegency rules are specifically authorized by legisla
consin” are ignored for arrangement purposes. Sewgah tion and areadopted without a finding of engamncy Readers
cies further subdivide their rules either by program e.ghouldreview the current Wconsin Administrative Register
Departmenibf Commerce -Plumbing or by division within to see if a particular publishedle is also décted by an emer
the agency e.g. Department of Health & Family Services gencyrule. Most emegency rules are eventually adopted as
Health,chs. HFSI10-. These Codes are arranged in numerigaérmanentules and published in the Code.
orderwithin the appropriate alphabetical arrangement for the

agency. Index

Eachagency adopts a prefix to identifgeir rules. For ¢ jndex for the complete 1tonsin Administrative
example,the Department of Natural Resources USB”  codewill be found in the last volume of the complete set. It
beforeeach chapter number will be recompiled, reprinted and distributed at least 3 times a

EachCode with more than one chapter will have a table géar. Some Codedave a separate index prepared by the
chaptersAfter the title ofeach chapter will be the page numagencyinvolved. Agency prepareiidexes tend to be more
berson which the chapter begingach chapter will have a comprehensivethan the general indexSee the Uniform
tableof sections. Dwelling Code (chs. Comm 20-25) as an example.



