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EMERGENCY ORDER #19 
Appropriate Use Of COVID-19 Information by 

Law Enforcement Agencies, First Responders, and Public Safety Workers 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor Tony Evers declared a public health 
emergency in Executive Order #72 to mobilize statewide efforts to respond to and contain the 
COVID-19 virus in Wisconsin; 

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a communicable disease that can be transmitted by personal 
contact or personal proximity and, as of March 31, 2020, 1,351 people in Wisconsin have 
tested positive for COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, Governor Tony Evers directed Secretary-designee 
Andrea Palm to issue Emergency Order #12, Safer at Home, to increase social distancing - 
the practice of staying at least six feet apart and avoiding all physical contact - and ensure 
that as many people as possible stay at home to slow the spread of COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, law enforcement officers, first responders, and other public safety workers 
are on the front line across Wisconsin protecting the public's safety in the face of these 
unprecedented challenges and, in doing so, face an imminent risk to their health and safety 
when responding to calls involving individuals that have tested positive for COVID-19; 

WHEREAS, law enforcement officers, first responders, and other public safety workers, 
like all others, should assume that everyone they meet is positive and take all available 
precautions; however, there may be times when these workers may be required to be in 
contact or close proximity to people and enter homes; 

WHEREAS, there is a nationwide shortage of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and, 
as a result, law enforcement officers, first responders, and other public safety workers must 
have all available relevant information to help put limited PPE to best use and to best promote 
officer safety; 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Justice has interpreted that Sections 
146.82(5)(c)3 and 146.816(2)(b)4 of the Wisconsin Statutes to allow for the disclosure of 
protected health information to public safety personnel in the limited situations described 
below; 

WHEREAS, Section 323.12(4) of the Wisconsin Statutes grants the Governor of 
Wisconsin authority to issue such orders he or she deems necessary for the security of 
persons and property, and Section 252.02 of the Wisconsin Statutes grants the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services, as the lead state agency responding to this public health 
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