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EXECUTIVE ORDER #108 

Relating to Declaring an Energy Emergency 

WHEREAS, the health, welfare, safety, and economic wellbeing of the 
people of the State of Wisconsin depends on access to fuel for home heating and 
transportation, including diesel fuel# 1 and #2, and propane; 

WHEREAS, extreme cold temperatures have limited deliveries of 
petroleum products shipped by truck, barge, and particularly rail; 

WHEREAS, rail deliveries of petroleum and propane are behind schedule 
due to the extreme winter weather in February 2021; 

WHEREAS, multiple petroleum terminals across the state report limited 
supplies of product on hand; 

WHEREAS, drivers transporting propane and petroleum are experiencing 
long wait times at terminals and challenging driving conditions with ice and snow 
covered roads; 

WHEREAS, approximately 250,000 Wisconsinites depend on propane for 
home heating; 

WHEREAS, demand for home heating fuel is strong due to extreme cold 
weather conditions and the global pandemic that has resulted in more citizens 
sheltering in place at home; 

WHEREAS, long wait times at petroleum product terminals in Milwaukee 
and Madison, combined with the need to truck petroleum products over long 
distances, make it difficult for transporters to meet demand and comply with 
state and federal hours-of-service requirements; 

WHEREAS, this situation poses a serious risk to the health, welfare, 
safety, and economic wellbeing of the people of the State of Wisconsin because 
it is causing a shortage of petroleum products throughout the State of Wisconsin, 
including difficulties collecting and delivering propane for home heating; 

WHEREAS, allowing the transportation of petroleum products within the 
State of Wisconsin in a safe manner and as described in this order will benefit 
the people of the State of Wisconsin; and 

WHEREAS, having consulted with the Department of Transportation, 
Department of Administration, and the Public Service Commission's Office of 
Energy Innovation, I conclude that the above conditions warrant waiver of the 
federal drivers Hours of Service limitations applicable to motor carriers 
established under Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 




