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No. 78, S.] [Published March 24, 1891. 

CHAPTER 60. 
AN ACT to amend chapter 21 of the laws of 1882, 

entitled "An act to incorporate the city of 
Baraboo," and of the acts amendatory t~ereof. 

The people 0/ the state 0/ Wisconsin, represented 
in senate and assemlily, do enact as/ollows: 

481 

• 

SBCT.ION 1. There fs hereby added to sub·chap· Amendachatli 
ter 1, of said chapter 21,laws of 1882, the follow. 1I1,lawaot1 • 

ing sections, to wit: 
8ecti"n 3. Any territory lying adjacent to the Territor". how 

city may be annexed to the city in the manner =~ to 
foHowing. to·wit: Whenever three· fourths of the cIt".. 

electors and at least one·third of the owners of 
the taxable property, according to the last tax roll 
in the t~rritory adjacent to the city, which asks 
to be annexed, shall present a petition to the com· 
mon council of tbe city asking for annexation 
thereto, provided, that if no electors reside there· 
in, the petition must be signed by at least three· 
fourt be of the owners of tbe taxable property de-
sired to be annexed, before the common council 
shall have power to act thereon. 

Section 4. At any regular meeting of tbe com' Whl'D ordi. 

mon council after filing of said petition with their ::::= ~r 
city clerk, an ordinance may be introduced pro· ~rc~ an~rr
viding {or tbe annexation of such adjacent terri· ti~~'Jfuor~' 
tory. Final action on @aid ordinance shaH not be Dance. 

taken except at a regular mE*ting of the council 
and not earlier than thirty days after the same is 
introduced; and in tbe meantime the same shall be 
published at least once in each week for four suc· 
cessive weeks in the official newspaper of the 
city. 

Section 5. A vota of two-thirds of all tbe memo TWo·thlrds 

hers of said council in favor of said ordinance tg:d:~17 
taken by ayes and noes recorded shall be neces· ordlBaDce. 

sary for its adoption. 
Section 6. Tbe adoption of said ordinance shall A~OD 

operate to annex such territory to said city, and ~ot to be 'Pn. 
to the ward or wards designated therein. The ~t~;. 
common council are hereby authorized to redis· 
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trict the city into wards and make by ordinance 
any changes which to them may seem proper. 
The validity of the proceedings annexinF; such 
tf>rritory shall not be called in question collater· 
ally in any of the courts of this state; nor shall 
the validity of any such proceedings be called in 
question in any ot.her manner in the courts of 
this stat .. , unless the action or proceedings there· 
for be commenced within ninety days after such 
ordinance is adopted. .. 

~1n: c~PO SECTION~. Sub'chapter 2, of chapter 21, of said reu.. W80 laws, is hereby amended by adding thereto the 
following: Section 6a. It shall be iawful for the 

~n:!~c:o:nd common councIl to cause sewers and drains to be 
drains. made in any part of the city and to order and di· 

rect the construction of either of the same. and 
to alter, repair or mend any sewer or drain here
tofore or hereafter constructed within the city, 
and the committee on sewers are authorized to 
make or cause to be made estimates of thp costs 
and expenses thereof, and to make a just and 
equitable apportionment of such cost and expense 
amon~ the owners of all lots abutting upon such 
sewer, and which are intended to be benefiCed 
thereby in proportion, all thinits considered, as 
nearly as may be to the advantage which each 
shall be deemed to acquire by the construction, 
repair or alteration of the sa me. 

Amend chapter SECTION 3. Section 7, of sub·chapter 2 of said 
~'~~~~~J~' chapter 21 of the laws of 18~2,asamended by sec

tion 8, of chapter 13 of the laws of 1889, is hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: Section 7. 

=eB~~ ::~_ The costs and expenses of surveying streets, alleys, 
vellYlng 8tctreetel sewers and gutters and of estimating work there
a ·YB,e .,ana • th t' f bl' . • 
of ~ning. on JD e execu Ion 0 any pu IC Improve men .. 
11r; st~&a!~d shall be char~eable to and payable by the city; 
~::ll~:~~d the c<?Sts and e~penses of ~pening, grading, 
repairtD~ ~ravehn~, plankmg or pavmg streets and 
~r3.ra, ow alleys or the making and repairing of sewers 

may be wholly or partly charged ~ainst 
the lots or land fronting on such street, 
alley or sewer; so that such lot or parcel of land 
shall pay for the work between the front of each 
lot ur parcel of land and to the center of such 
street, alley or sewer or such portion thereof as 
the common council may determine. Provided, 
that in constructing or repairing sewers the ex· 
pense may, in the discretion of the common COUD-
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cil, be charged against the lots of land fronting or 
abutting on either side of such sewer. except cor
ner lots which shall be aSSEssed therefor as fol
lows: Corner lots not subdivided in ownership 
and Eubdivision of corner lots constituting the 
actual corner or corner IotA subdivided in 
ownership, shall be entitled to a deduction in 
making such assessment of one·third from the 
aggregate of the street lines of such corner lots 
or corner subdivisions thereof, on all the streets 
in front thereof; 8uch deduction to be made in 
the amount of the longest street line of such 
comer lots or corner subdivision thereof, or in 
case of equal street lines thereof in the assess
ment for the second sewer to which they are 
liablf', provided, however, that when the ac
~al cost of any sewer shall be less than one 
dollar pt'r lineal foot for the entire line or sec
tion of sewer, then in that case the assessment 
ahall be for the actual cost of such sewer per 
lineal foot, one-half to be charl!'eable against 
tbe property fronting or abutting thereon on 
each side thereof, the cost of constructing man
boles to be paid tor 88 a part of the )jne of the 
aewer on each line or section, and assessed as a 
part of the line; the cost of constructing catch
basins and overflow pi})f's for catchbasins shall 
be borne by the city, and the cost of con· 
structing sewers across streets and alleys at the 
same rate per lineal foot as in front of lots abut
ting on such street on which such sewer is con· 
structed, shall be borne by the city. Whenever 
any lot which, as originally platted, fronts or 
abuts on any sewer is subdivided and the subdi· 
visions thereof are owned by different persons, 
DO eubdivisions of such lots not frontin~ or abut
tiDg on soch sewer and not owned by the same 
person who owns the subdivision fronting or 
abutting on such sewer shall be assessed for the 
coat of such sewer unless otherwise determined 
by the common council by reason of benefits. 
The cost and expenses of constructing or repair
iog sewers may be assessed sgainst the owners of 
lots or lands frontirg or abutting on such sewer, 
and be paid by spt!cial tax of one dollar per 
lineal foo~ one· half to be p,aid by the owners of 
lots or lands 00 each SIde of such sewers, the 
number of feet for each owner to be ascertained 
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in the manner above set forth. Or the common 
council may in its discretion and as it may seem 
just order the whole of said improvement in some 
localities or any part of the same to be constructed 
at the expense of the city and paid out of the gen
eral fund; for the purpose of making any im
provement mentioned in thiS section. the common 
council may aSBeSS taxes upon the taxable prop
erty of said city or issue bonds of said city; pro
vided, that no such bonds lihall be issued until 
authorized by a vote of the majority of tbe elect
ors voting on that question at an election at which 
at least ten days' previous notice of the intention 
to submit such question has been givi/n by at least 
two publications in the official paper of the city; 
provided, further. that the amount of '-xes levied 
in said city for all purposp.s shall not exceed two 
and one half per centum of the RSSessed valuation 
in 8ny one year. In all cases where the wbole or 
any part of th~ cost of such improvements are 
charged upon the lots benefited, all such improve
ments across streets, alleys alJd puhlic grounds 
belonging to the city, shall be made and paid for 
by the city in proportion to the width of the 
street. alley or .public ground. Lots and land 
shall be liable as in this chapter for the improve
ment of streets to the centpr of the street on 
which they abut or adjoin, and corner lots for all 
sidewalks up to the crossinJ!;s or cross· walks. 

Bow _. SECTiON 4. Whenever any lot or parcel of land 
f:~ ~t ~e- shall be subdivided by sale or any other contraca. 
cl1vlded IDOWD- after the assessment of benefits accruina to it by enblp appor- • .. 
t10Ded betweeD a system of sewerage shall havf' been made, and 
OWDerL before such system shall have been fully carried 

out and extended to such lots .!LSSessed and the 
assessment on such work paid, any party inter
ested may give notice to the c(Jmmon council of 
such sub'livision. and in such ease or when the 
said council shan in any,," ay IKcome cognizant 
of the fact of such subdivision, it may make an 
equitable apportionment of the said benefit tax 
against any]ot bf'tween the dilferent parcels of 
it; if by the neglect of the OWl ere of the lots so 
divided, no such apportion mer t shan be made, 
then the entire lot shall be lis.ble for the entire 
tax. 

SECTION 5. No private sewer )r drain shall be 
connected with any public sewel' of the city here-
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tofore or hereafter constructed without first ob· Private sewers 
taining a permit from the common council for ::~~~::ed 
soch connection; and the common council is ~!.!:n::~out 
hereby authorized to char~e such sum as to them permit. 

may seem just and equitable in part payment of 
the expense to which the city has been put or 
may hereafter be put ill constructing the main 
sewers, and in case such amount is not paid it 
shall be a lien upon such lot or parcel of a lot, and 
collected as the other special assessments. 

SBCTION 6 Whenever the common council shall Water and gall 

order the paving or repairing of any street in the :'d.~:u~ 
city in which water, gas mains and sewers or ~ra~ma~ t: 
either of them shall have been previously laid ~ b)' owneN 
and constructed, they may also, by resolution, reo ~h~~~pert)'· 
qnire the committee OD sewers or watE-r as the 
case may be, to cause water or gas service pipes 
and house drains to be first laid in such a street 
at the cost of the property fronting on such 
street from the main sewer, water and gas mains 
in such street to the curb line on either side of 
the street at intervals not less than twenty feet 
along the whole length of such paved street, ex-
cept at street and alley crossing; and the said 
committees shall thereupon give notice to the 
owners or occupants of the property adjoining 
such paved street by publication thereof for six 
days for at least one publication of said notice in 
the official paper requiring them to do such 
work opposite their respective lots according to 
a plan and specifications to be before prepared 
and on file in the office of the city clerk, showing 
Lhfl location and size, and the kind and quality 
of materi 11 of such lateral sewers or drains and 
water and gas service pipes, and if such owners 
or occupants shall refuse or neglect to do the 
same before the paving or preparing of said 
street so ordered, and within ten days aftE'r the 
publication of such notice, the said committeE's 
may procure the same to be done, and charge and 
assess the expense thereof to the lots or parts of 
lots fronting upon such work in the manner pro-
vided in and by section 7, of sub-chapter 2, ot chap-
ter 21, of the Jaws of 1882, as hE'rein amended; and 
the same shaH be levied and collected as other 
special 88I3E!ssments are levied and collected in the 
city; provided, that no street shall be paved or re-
paved by the ordEtr of the common council unless 
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the water and gas mains and service pipes and 
necessary sewers and their connection~, shall as re
quired by the common council, be first laid and 

. constructed in that portion of such street so to 
be paved or repaved. 

SECTION 7. It sha11 be the dut.y of said commit-
tees to see that proper drains and sewers are con· 
structed from every Jot in said city which in their 
judgment requires it, and that such private drains 
or sewers are made to communicate with the 
public sewers in a proper manner; alld the com· 
mon council shaH have power to require such 
number of private drains and sewers to be con-
structed as they may deem expedient. 

SECTION 8. No person is required to make con' 
nection until building; and no person shall break 
open or make connection with any public sewer 
except by the consent of the common council and 
under the direction of the committee on sewers, 
and any person who shall do so or who shall will
fuUy or maliciously obstruct, damage or injure 
any public or private sewer or drain in the city or 
willfully injure any of the materials employed or 
used in said city for the purpose of sewerage 
shall he deemed Jl;uilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more 
than one hundred dollars or imprisoned in the 
county ja.iI not to exceed three months. 

~:!~~e!:t10D SECTION 9. Any contractor or other person act· 
or committee ing undf'r the direction of the committee on sew
f:,.:!:~may ers may lay sewers in and through any aUeys 
::-:e~~ alle1S and streets or said city, and through any break· 
t~aY::e 'water into any Jake, pond or river, and also in 
etc. wa re, any highway of the county whether within the 

limits of the city or not, provided it shall be the 
duty of such contractor or other person to repair 
such streets, a11eys, breakwaters and highways, 
and to restore the eame to the former condition 
upon the completion of such sewers. 

PaymeDt for SECTION 10. When the com mon council deter-
'Work may be· d . k'fi d h . h made ID 1m· mme upon OlDg any wor speCl e erem c arga· 
~d:~~D~asb able to the abutting real estate, it may provide 

. that the amounts so chargeable may be paid with 
the certificates aJl;ainst the Jots or in improvement 
bonds, or that the payment may be partly made 
in certificates and part in cash or improvement 
bonds or both. 



LAWS OF WISCONSIN-ClI. 60. 437 

SECTION 11. As BOon as the amount chargeable Clt.yt~ 
to the abutting real estate is formally determined, ro~ of. • 

the council may cause a notice to be pu bUshed, 
in the official paper, substantially in the following 
form: 

OITY IllPROVEllENT NOTIOE. 

Notice is hereby given that a contract has been 
(or is about to be) let for (describe the improve
ment and street) and that the expense of said 
improvement chargeable to the abutting real 
estate has been determined as to each parcel of 
said real estate, and a statement of the same is 
on file with the city clerk. It is proposed to iS8ue 
bonds chargeable to the abuttIng real estate to 
pay the special assessments, and such bonds will 
be issued covering all of said assessments except 
iu cases where the owtlers of the property file 
with the city clerk within thirty days after the 
date thereof, a written notice that they elect to 
pay the special assessments on their property, 
describing the same on presentation of the cer
tificates. 

SEcTION 12. After the expiration of said thirty Improvemflnt 

days the council may issue improvement bonds :::aliew~e:ecL 
covering all of the assessments except such as 
the owners have filed motions of election to pay 
stated in the preceding section. Said bonds shall 
be signed by the malor and clerk, be sealed with 
the corporate seal 0 the city and contain such 
recitals as may bo necessary to show that they 
&l'8 chargeable to particular property, and the 
number and amount of said bonds. 

SKCTION 18. Such bonds shall be semi-annualll'OTIDaDd COD

interest coupon bonds payable at the option of the g:,~~ of 

city after five and absolutely at the expiration of 
Belen years from their date, and shall draw inter-
est at a rate not exceeding six per cent. per an-
num. 

SKC1l'ION 14:. The city clerk shall carefully pre· Statement of 

pare a statement of the special assessments on =
which the bonds are issued, and record the same 
to,letber with a copy of said bonds in his office. 

SKC1l'ION 15. The city treasurer shall pay the Treasurer to 
interest on and principal of said bonds as the ~3 :,nJ:~ 
same become due and charge the amount to the on bOnds. 

proper fund. 
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ODe-fifth of SECTION 16. In each year after the issuing of 
=r'to a:e:i. said bonds, when the tax roll of the year is pre
~ MCh pared, one·lifth of the gpecial assessment on each 

parcel of property covered by s'lid bonds, with six 
per cent. interest on the amount of said special 
assessment therein specified, shall be entered in 
the tax roll as a special tax on said property and 
thereafter the tax shall be treated in all respects 
as any other city tax, and when col1ected the same 
shall be credited to the fund against which pay
mflnts on s'1id bonds are chargeable. 

AotIODS Dot to SEOTION 17 • No action shall be maintained to 
be malDtalDed'd f th . I t after boDds aVOJ l ny 0 e speCia assess men s or taxes 
=:C~to'::::: levied pursuant to the same after bonds have been 
ment. issued covering such special assessments and said 

bonds shall be conclusive proof of all the proceed
iogs on which the same are based. 

BatlmateafOf SEOTION 18. Whenever the council shall deter-=s::: miQe to make aoy pubJic improvemeot as author
£ero~:3:.Dte to ized by 'he charter, it shall cause to be made an 

estimate of the wholeexpen8e thereof, and of the 
amount thereof to be assessed and charged to 
each lot and parcel of land, and in case of 
grading, of the number of cubic yards to be 
filled in or excavated in front of each lot, and 
the proportion t hereof across each street, alley 
or public ~round as aforesaid; and such estimate 
shall be filed in t.he office of the city clerk for the 
inspection of the parties interested, before such 
work shall be ordered to be done The common 
couocil may authorize the letl.in g of such work 
by contract to the lowest bidder, at the expense 
of the lots upon which such wOJ'k is chargeable 
in whole or in part as aforesaid, I:~ll bids for doing 
the same to be approved by the (:Guoci1; aod said 
council shall have power to reject any and all 
bids, and may require such cootrl:~tors to perform 
such contract within such time :and under such 
conditions, and to give such secu.rity for the per
formance of such work as it slhall direct; such 
coo tract when approved by the council, 
to be executed on the pal't of the city 
by the mayor and countersigned by the 
city clerk; notice of the time and place of re
ceiving such bids to be publishl3d for ten days 
by two coosecutive publications in the official 
paper of the city. 
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SBOTION 19. Whenever the general interests of WheD ___ 

the city require deep cutting or extraordinary :~:!ig
filling in any street and the owners of the lots ~~ ~ 
fronting on such deep cutting or filling shall deem b;y JUI7-

themselves aggrieved by the assessment made 
against them for any improvement. and shall rep-
resent to the collncil in writing. that the expenses 
of such excavation or filling or other improve-
ment will exceed the proportion that should 
be justly and equitably charged upon the 
property IIB8e88ed therefor. the council shall 
~uire the city marshal to mmmon five 
freeholders, not residents of the ward, not inter-
ested in said lots or lands. who. after being sworn 
faithfully and impartially to discharge the trust 
reposed in them, shall examine the premises. 
and if in their opinion the cost of such work will 
exceed the amount that should be justly and 
equitably chargeable upon said premises, it 
shall be their duty to determine what por-
tion of such work shall be chargeable upon said 
premises and to such lots or parcels of land res-
pectively; and what lots or parcels of land on 
the streets or alleys so to be improved will be ben· 
efited by such excavation or filling or other im
provements sought to be made and how much or 
what port.ion shall be chargeable to them. and 
make report in writing as soon as practica ble to 
the common council; and such proportion as shall 
be reported as properly chargeable to tha lots or 
parcels first mentioned shall be assessed UPOD and 
collected from the same. in the same manner as 
herein provided for the collection of special taxes 
for other improvements and the remainder shall 
be paid by the city or assessed upon lot,s benefited 
by such improvement in proportion to their 
respective benefit as may appear just and equit-
able to said jury. The 8um 80 asst>SsM shall be· 
come a lien upon the premises assessed, and ahall 
be collected therefrom as a special assessment, 
in the same manner as other special assessments 
for improvements are collected; provided. that 
said jury find that said petitioners were Dot en-
ti~led to any division of thA expeDse 80 assessed 
upon the lots or parcels of land. then the expense 
of all proceedings under this section shall be 
paid by said petitioners; and the common coun-
cil may require a bond for the payment of the 
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same for the filing of the petition; provided, also, 
that the petition of no owner feeling himself &fl
grieved shall be received, unless the same shall be 
presented within twenty days after the pubJica
tion of the notice requiring the same to be done; 
and, provided further, that when it shall appear 
to the council that any such lands belonp; to non
residents, infants or persons under legal disability, 
who shall not be represented by any agent or 
guardian, or not he benefited by the making of 
streets in front of such lots or Jands to the amount 
of the cost and expenses thereof, it shall then be 
the duty of said council to cause to be summoned 
a jury as herein provided. e:::: 111&7 SEO'flON 20. The common council may borrow 

to ..". =~ money to pay the ordinary expenses of the city 
:?~ not exceeding twenty per cent. of the tax levy 

for the same purpose the preceding y~ar. Cer
tificates of indebtedness may be issued therefor, 
signed by the mayor and clerk bearing interest 
not exceeding the Jegal rate per annum, and pay
able not later than the fifteenth day of J ~nuary 
after the same are issued; provided, however, that 
no such loan shall be made unless authorized by 
a vote of at least three·fourths of all the memo 
bers of the common council at a regular meeting 
thereof. 

rr':Ji for SECTION 21. The council may designa~ by res· 
olution the bank or banks where the money be
longing to the city shall be deposited and the se
curity to he approv~d by the mayor and common 
council by a two thirds vote, to be p;iven by such 
bank or banks, and when the money is so de
posited the treasurer and his bondsmen shall not 
be liable for the loss of such money by reason of 
the failure of such bank or banks, and the c.om
mon council may contract with !.Loy such bank or 
banks receiving the city deposits for the payment 
of interest thereon. 

~~&. SECTION ~2. Section 14: of sub·chapter 9 of said 
"'80 chapter 21, laws of 1882, is hereby amended 80 as 

~OD of to read as follows: Section 14. The city treas-
es. urer, upon the receipt of such duplicate copy of 

the tax list, shall proceed to collect the same in 
like manner, and shall have like powers, and be 
subject to like requirements, liabilities and re
strictions as town treasurers, except as other-
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wise provided in this act; the city treasurer shall 
receive one per cent. fees upon all taxes paid 
to him before the tenth day of January; 
and three per cent. fees upon al1 taxes paid or 
collected after that tim~; provided, however, that 
the common council may by resolution or ordi
nance fix a stated salary as compensation for his 
services as treasurer, in which case the fees col· 
lected shall belong to and be paid into the city 
treasury; and provided further, that the said res
olution or ordinance, in order to be of any force, 
must be passed by the common council prior to 
the nomination of the treasurer who shall after
wards be elected and qualified. 

SBOTION 23. All work proYided for in this chap Sewer work to 
ter in building, repairing and altering sewers, shall =~=:r 
be done under the supervision of the committee coiDaltteeoa 
on sewers, and shall be approved by them before aeweJ'IL 

it shall be accepted by the common council. 
SrmloN 24. Section 8, of sub· chapter 4, of said Am8lldacha~ 

chapter 91, laws of 1882, is hereby amended by =.Il,Ia1nor 
addlDg thereto the following sub·divisions of said . 
section, to·wit: 81. To remove and abate any Abatemeutua4 

nuisance, obstruction or encroachment upon the ~'::r,:!:!:faacl 
streets, alleys, public grounds and highways of ~umberlDcor 
the city in a summary manner. 32.' To compel ou.. 
the owners and occupants of aU houses, stores and 
other buildings, to number the same in such man· 
ner as tbe common council may from time to 
time determine. 

SECTION 25. Section 84, of sub chapter 12, of AmeDda~ 
chapter 21, laws of 1882, is hereby amended by r'~l,IaWIIOf 
adding thereto, committees on sewers, health, 
water and city buiJdings; so that said section 
shall read as follows: Section 84. The regular Commlt~ 
committees of the common council shall be al 
follows: On finance, streets, ordinances, fire de
partment and city buildings, licenses, sewers, 
health and water, and shall be appointed by the 
mayor at the first meeting after the annual 
election, or as soon thereafter as convenient. 

SIC'l'ION 26. The mayor shall be the chief ex Malc0~~~ 
ecutive officer and head of the police of the city, po ce, u 
and head of the fire department, and shall, when 
prelleDt, preside over all meetings of the common 
council, and shall see that the laws of the state 
and ordinances of the city are duly enforced and 
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observed within the corporate limits of the city, 
and that all officers of the city discharge their 
respective duties. He shall communicate to the 
common council in writing, from time to time, 
such informationoas he shall deem necessary, or 
which the common council may require. He 
shall have power to administer oaths or affirma· 
tions, and in case of a riot or public disturbance he 
may appoint as many special or temporary 
constables as he mny deem proper. He 
shall have a vote in the common council 
on]y in case of a tie, and in the election 
of officerso Any ordinance, resolution or ap· 
propriation which shall have been duly passed 
bv the common council shall be in force un· 
less dipapproved by the mayor, who shall 
state his objections thereto in writing to the 
common council at its next regular meeting. 
The council shall thereupon re·coDsider the vote 
passing such ordinanCA, resolution or appropria. 
tion, and if, after such re·consideration, two· 
thirds of all the aldermen elected to such coun· 
cil shall vote for the passage of such ordinance, 
resolution or appropriation, the same shall be in 
force; other. wise it sball be null and void. AU 
such votes on the passage of any such ordinance, 
resolution or appropriation, after the objections 
of the mayor are read, shall be taken by yeas and 
nays and entered upon the journal of the coun· 
cil. 

SECTION 27. AU actos and parts of acts conftict· 
ing with the foregoing amendments are hereby 
repealed, and this act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage and publication. 

Approved March 20, 1891. 


