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SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be 
in force from and after its passage and Publi-
cation. 

Approved April 27, 1897. 

No. 543, A.] 	 [Pub!ished May 6, 1897. 

CHAPTER 361. 

Authorizing 
cities and vil-
lages to make 
contracts for 
light and wa-
ter. 

AN ACT relating to use and ownership of water-
works and lighting works by cities and vil-
lages. 

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in 
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

SEcrioN 1. Whenever any city or village in 
this state shall legally pass or adopt any ordi-
nance authorizing any person or persons, cor-
poration or corporations, to construct and op-
erate any system of waterworks, or any system 
or systems of lighting, or both, in such city or 
village, and shall legally make and enter into 
a contract or contracts with such person or 
persons, corporation or corporations, for the 
use of water for fire protection, and other pur-
poses, or for the use of lights of any kind fur-
nished by such lighting system or systems,. or 
both, it shall be lawful for such city or village, 
to levy upon the taxable property of such city 
or village, in each year, an amount sufficient to 
pay for the use of such water and lights, during 
such year. When any such contract or con-
tracts have heretofore been made or shall here-
after be made;  the common council of such city 
or the board of trustees of such village, as the 
case may be, shall cause the amount agreed to 
be paid annually by such contract or contracts, 
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to be levied upon the taxable property of such 
city or village, in pursuance with the terms ot 
such contract or contracts, and the same shall 
be collected with other city and village taxes, as 
the case may be, for such year. Such amount, 
when so collected, shall constitute a separate 
fund or funds, and shall be kept separate and 
apart from the other funds of said city or vil-
lage, and the same shall be paid out only for the 
purposes mentioned in such contract or con-
tracts, and as therein provided. 

SEerrioN 2. Any city or village in this state, 
organized under.  a special charter, may grant gag tggint r.  
to any person or persons, corporation or corpor- sons or Zpo- 

ation s, the right to construct and operate in ;truth:CI:84i
con - 

such city or village a system of waterworks, or roartewaithr.t-

a system of lighting, or both, and such city or "r"  

village may make and enter into a contract or 
contracts with such person or persons, corpor-
ation or corporations, for such use of water for 
fire protection and other purposes, or for light-
ing, or both, as the commn council of such city 
or the board of trustees of such village may 
deem necessary, after having been legally au-
thorized to enter into the same, notwithstand-
ing that the special charter by and under which 
such city or village was incorporated, contains a 
limitation as to the amount which may be ex-
pended for the use of water or for lighting in 
such city or village, and when any contract or 
contracts have heretofore been made or shall 
hereafter be made by such city or village, with 
such person or persons, corporation or corpora-
tions, the common council of said city or the 
board of trustees of such village, shall cause to 
be annually levied upon the taxable property in 
such city or village, an amount sufficient to pay 
for the use of said water in such city or village. 
or for lighting, or both, in pursuance of the 
terms of such contract or contracts, notwith-
standing any limit that may be contained in the 
special charter of such cit- or village, and the 
same shall be collected with the other city or 
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village taxes for such year. Said amount, when 
so collected, shall constitute a separate fund 
and shall be kept separate and apart from the 
other funds of such city or village, and the same 
shall be paid out only for the purposes men-
tioned in said contract or contracts, and as 
therein provided. 

SECTION 3. In all cases where any city or vil-
Train= lage is organized under any special charter 
in oertain which fixes a limit to the indebtedness that may cases. 

be incurred by such city or village for the use 
er rental of water or lighting, and such city or 
village has entered into a contract or contracts 
with any person or persons, corporation or cor-
rorations, for the use or rental of water or 
lights, or both, which requires the payment by 
rpch city or village of the full amount author-
ked by such special charter, and the common 
council of such city or the board or trustees of 
such village deem it necessary, on account of the 
growth of such city or village, or for the reason 
that the supply of water or lights in such city 
or village should be increased, the common 
council of such city or the board of trustees of 
such village, may enter into a contract or con-
tracts for an increase of the supply of water or 
lights therein, notwithstanding the limitation 
in such special charter, and may annually levy 
upon the taxable property of such city or village 
and collect the cost of such increase of water 
supply or lights in the same manner that the 
amount authorized by such special charter is 
levied and collected, notwithstanding the limit-
ation in such special charter, and said amount 
when so collected, shall be paid out in the same 
manner as the amount authorized to be levied 
and collected under such special charter, or in 
such manner as sball be agreed upon by the 
common council of such city or the board of 
trustees of such village and such person or per-
sons, corporation or corporations. 

SECTION 4. In all cases where any system of 
waterworks or lighting has been, or may here- 
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after be constructed, in any city or village in Re mit% the toof   
this state, by any person or persons, corpora-tfthowgoort. 
tion or corporations, and such person or persons, by tlie city  

or  
corporation or corporations, shall have hereto- 

village• 

fore executed, or shall hereafter execute any 
bond or bonds and secure the payment of the 
same by a mortgage ttp:tn, or trust tb , ed of such 
system of waterworks or lighting, such city or 
village may purchase of such person or j101'8011S, 
corporation or corporations, all of the interest 
and equity of redemption of such person or per-
sons, corporation or corporations, in such sy3- 
tem of waterworks, or lighting, or both, and 
take possession thereof and operate the same. 
If it shall be necessary or desirable for such city 
or village, in making such purchase of such in-
tem-a and equity of redemption in such system 
of waterworks or lighting, or both, to issue the 
bonds of such city or village, the proposition or 
propositions for the purchase of such interest 
and equity of redemption and the issuing of such 
bonds, shall be submitted to the electors of such 
city or village at a snecial election to be called 
for that purpose. The notice of such election 
shall be given by the clerk of such city or village 
for the time, and as required in the case of char-
ter elections in such city or village, and shall 
state fully the proposition or propositions to be 
submitted to the electors, the character and 
amount of the bonds to be issued, and the form 
of the ballot to be cast at such special election. 
If a majority of the ballots east at such election 
shall be in favor of the purchase of the interest 
and equity of redemption of such person or per-
sons, corporation or corporations, in such sys-
tem of waterworks or lighting, and the issuing 
of such bonds, the eontmon council of such eit v 
or the board of trustees of such village, may 
thereupon enter into a contract or contracts for 
the purchase of, and purchase such interest and 
equity of redemption in such system of water-
works or lighting, in pursuance with the terms 
of such prorpsition or propositions so submitted 
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to such electors. The purchase by any city or 
village of the interest and equity of redemption 
of any person or persons, corporation or corpor-
ations, in any system of waterworks or lighting, 
as above provided, shall not in any way or man-
ner create any liability on the part of such city 
or village to pay, satisfy or in any way discharge 
any bonds issued, or any mortgage or trust deed 
upon such system of waterworks or lighting, 
executed by any person or persons, corporation 
or corporations owning such system of water-
works, or lighting, prior to the purchase of such 
interest and equity of redemption by such city 
or village, nor shall the amount of such bonds 
and mortgage or trust deed, or any portion 
thereof, be, or be deemed to be, in any way or 
manner, an indebtedness of, or a liability 
against such city or village, nor shall the amount 
of such bonds be deemed, or be construed to be 
an indebtedness of such city or village within 
the meaning of section 3, of article 11, of the 
constitution of this state as amended. The pro-
visions of this section shall be applicable in all 
cases where any city or village has heretofore, 
or may hereafter reserve to itself, in any fran-
chise granted by it for the construction or 
operation of a system of waterworks or light-
ing. the option and right to purchase such 
waterworks or lighting works. 

How appli- 	SEcrt0N 5. Whenever an application shall be 
cation for 
franchise shall made to any common council of any city or to 
be acted upon 
by the corn- the board of trustees of any village, for a fran- 
mon counciL chise to construct and operate a svstom of water-

works, or of licyhting. in such city or villa Fmell 

common council or board of trustees may, in its 
discretion, submit such application to the elec-
tors of such city or village at a snecial election 
to be called for that purnose. and such common 
council or hoard of trustees shall so submit such 
anplication to the electors of such city or villa rre 
if. at or before the expiration of the publication 
of such franchise as required by chanter 148, of 
the laws of 1893, a petition requesting such sub- 
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mission, signed by at least twenty per cent. of 
the electors of such city or village, as appears by 
the poll list of the last general election, shall be 
presented to such common council or board of 
trustees. The notice of such election shall be 
given by the clerk of such city or village for the 
time, and as required in the case of charter elec-
tions in such city or village. Such notice shall 
state the form of the ballot to be cast at such 
election. If a majority of the ballots cast at 
such election shall be in favor of granting such 
franchise, the same shall be granted by such 
common council or board of trustees. If a ma-
jority of the ballots so cast shall be against 
granting such franchise, such franchise shall 
not be granted by such common council or board 
of trustees. No part of this act shall apply to 
cities of the first class, or towns containing an 
unincorporated village. 

SECTION 6. All acts or parts of acts, in so far 14 exogain.  g 
as they are in conflict with the provisions of 
this act, are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be 
in force from and after its passage and publica-
tion. 

Approved April 27, 1897. 


