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No. 606, S.]	 [Published September 5, 1959.

CHAPTER 380

AN ACT to 'amend 260.11 (1) of the statutes, relating to direct action
against motor vehicle liability insurers.

The people of the state of Wisconsin,. represented in senate and assembly,
do enact as follows:

260.11 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:
260.11 (1) Any person may be made a defendant who has or claims

an interest in the controversy adverse to the plaintiff, or who is a necessary
party to a complete determination_ or settlement of the questions involved
therein. A plaintiff may join as defendants persons against whom the right
to relief is alleged to exist in the alternative, although recovery against
one may be inconsistent with recovery against the other; and in all such
actions the recovery of costs by; any of the parties to the action shall be in
the discretion of the court. In any action for damages caused by the negli-
gent operation, management or control of a motor vehicle, any insurer of
motor vehicles, which has an interest in the outcome of such controversy
adverse to the plaintiff or any of the parties to such controversy, or which
by its policy of insurance assumes or reserves the right to control the
prosecution, defense or settlement of the claim or action of the plaintiff or
any of the parties to such claim or action, or which by its policy agrees to
prosecute or defend the action brought by the plaintiff or any of the parties
to such action, or agrees to engage counsel to prosecute or defend said ac-
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tion, or agrees to pay the costs of such litigation, is by this section made a
proper party defendant in any action brought by plaintiff in this state on
account of any claim against the insured. The right of direct action herein
given against an insurer against liability for damages to persons other
than the insured arising out of the negligent operation, management or
control of a motor vehicle shall exist whether the policy of insurance sued
upon was issued or delivered in the state of Wisconsin or not and whether
or not the policy or contract of insurance contains a provision forbidding
such direct action, provided the accident or injury occurred in the state of
Wisconsin.

Approved August 28, 1959.
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