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2005 WISCONSIN ACT 411

AN ACT to amend 346.01 (2); andb create 346.675 and 346.74 (6) tife statutes;elating to: vehicle owner liabil
ity for violations arising from the failure to stop at the scene of an accident and providing a penalty

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in (c) The vehiclaegistrationrnumber and color of all
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: vehiclesinvolved in the violation.

(d) Identification ofeach vehicle involved in the
violation as an automobile, station wagon, motor truck,
motor bus, motorcycle, or other type of vehicle.

(e) If the violation included damage to property other
na vehicle, a description of such property

SecTioN 1. 346.01 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

346.01(2) In this chaptemotwithstanding s. 340.01
(42),“owner” means, with respect to a vehicle that is reg tha

istered,or isrequired to be registered, by a lessee of the . e
vehicleunder gh. 341, the Iegsee of tml}:icle for pur (3) (a) Within 72 hours after receiving a report eon

posesof vehicle owner liability under ss. 346.175, tainin_g al Of the informa_ltion_in sub. (2), the tiiaf_off_icer
346.195346.205, 346.455846.457, 346.465, 346.485, MY investigate the violation and, after verifyitige
346.505 (3), 346.67%nd 346.945. mformaﬂonprowaed under sub. (2) (c) to_ (e) and det_er

SECTION 2. 346.675 of the statutes is created to read: Mining that there is probable cause to believe that a-viola

346.675 Vehicle owner’sliability for failing to stop tion of s. 346:611), 346.58,_0r 346.69 has occurred, may
at the scene of an accident. (1) Subject to s. 346.01 (2), Prepare a uniform tr€ citation under s. 34511and per
the owner of a vehicle operated in thbemmission of a  Sonally serve it upon the ownertagvehicle being oper
violation of s. 346.67 (1), 346.68, or 346.69 shall be liable atedin the commission of the violation of s. 346.67 (1),
for the violation as provided in this section. 346.68, or 346.69.

(2) Any person who observes a violation of s. 346.67  (b) If with reasonable diligence the owner specified
(1), 346.68, or 346.69 mawithin 24 hours after observ i par (a) cannot be served under.aj, service may be
ing the violation,report the violation to a trfi officer madeby leaving a copy of the citatioat the own€s
of the county or municipality in which the violation usualplace of abode within this state in the presence of
occurred. If possible, the report shall contain the follow acompetent member of the family at least 14 years of age,

ing information: who shall be informed of the contents thereof.
(a) A description of the violation alleged. (c) If with reasonable diligence the owrsgrecified
(b) The time and the approximate location at which in par (a) cannot beerved under paga) or (b) or if the
the violation occurred. ownerspecified inpar (a) lives outside of the jurisdiction

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTUTES 2003—-04 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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of the issuing authorityervice may be made by certified 4. Subject to subd. 2., if theehicle is owned by a
mail addressed to the owngtast—known address. dealeras definedn s. 340.01 (1) (intro.) but including
(4) (a) Except as provided par (b), it shall be no  thepersons specified in s. 340.01){a)to (d), and at the
defenseo a violation of this section that the owner was time of the violation the vehicle was being operabgd
notoperating the vehicle at the time of the violation.  anyperson on a trial run, and if the dealer provides a traf
(b) The following are defenses taomlation of this  fic officer with the name, address, and opetaticense

section: numberof the person authorized to operate the vehicle on
1. That a report that the vehicle was stolen was given thetrial run, then this person, and not the dealeall be

to a trafic offlcgr before the V|_olat|pn occurred or within chargedunder this section.

areasonable time after the violation occurred. 5. That another person has been convicted under s.
2. If the owner of the vehicle, including a lessee spe 346.67 (1), 346.68, or 346.69 for the violation of s.

cified in subd. 3., or a person on a trial run specified in 346.67(1) '346 68 'or 346.69 specified in sub. (1)

subd. 4. provides a tréit officer with the name and S'ECTIO’N 3 .346’5 74 (6). of the statutes is c.reat.ed to

addres®f the person operating the vehicle at the time of q: ' '

the violation and sfitient information for theofficer to ead. .

determinethat probable caus#oes not exist to believe 346.74(6) (a) A veh|clg owner or other person found

thatthe owner of the vehicle was operating the vehicle at liable under s. 346.675 V\,"th respect t.o a violation of s.

the time of the violationthen the person operating the 346-67(1) may be required to forfeit not more than

vehicleshall bechaged under s. 346.67 (1), 346.68, or $1,000. ) .

346.69and the owneiincluding a lessee, or person on a (b) A vehicle owner or other person found liable

3. Subject to subd. 2., if the vehicle is owned by a les Or 346.69 may be required to forfeit mobre than $100.
sorof vehicles and at the time of ti®lation the vehicle (c) Imposition of liability under s. 346.675 shall not

wasin the possession of a lessee, and the lessor providegesultin suspension or revocation@persors operating
atraffic officer with the informatiorrequired under s.  privilegeunder s. 343.30 or 343.31, nor stiatesult in
343.46(3), then thdessee and not the lessor shall be demerit points being recorded on a persomiriving
chargedunder this section. recordunder s. 343.32 (2) (a).




