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THEATERS AND ASSEMBLY HALLS 

Theaters 
Assembly halls 
Cl!l8B of construction 
Height above grade 
Exposure and courts 
Separation from other 
occupancies 
Capacity 
Number and location of 
exits 
Type of exits 
Stairways 
Exit doorways and doors 
Exit lights 
Width of exits 
Seating 
Width of aIsles 
Lobbies and foyers 
Inclines and aisle steps 
Obstruction 
Mln'ors and false open­
Ings 
Decorations 
Elevator and vent shafts 
Stage separation 
Proscenium wall 
Proscenium curtain 
Automatio smoke outlet 
stage vestibules 
Footlight trough 
Fireproof paint 
Stage accessory rooms 
BolIer and furnace 
rooms 
Lights and lighting 
Sanitary equipment 
Standpipes 
Fire extinguishers 
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Automatic sprinklei'll 
Use of "safety-base" film 
Motion picture machine 
booths, general 
Construction of booth 
Doors 
Openings 
Ventilation of booths 
Rellet outlets 
Electrlo wiring 
Motion picture maohlne 
Fire proteotlon In booth; 
care and use of film 
Portable bootha 
Maintenance 
Grandstands 
Exits 
Aisles o,nd paSS!l,gewaYB 
Seating 
Guard ralls 
Portable g-randstands or 
bleachers 
Inspection 
Tents 
Structural requirements 
Flame resistance 
Fire hazards 
Exits 
Electrical InstallatlonB 
Fire extinguishIng 
equipment 
Illumination: exit lights 
and signs 
Boiler and furnace 
room 
Toilet facilities 
Outdoor theatera 

Ind 55.001 Theaters. In the theater classification, are included all 
buildings or parts of buildings, containing an assembly hall, having a 
stage which may be equipped with curtains or permanent 01' movable 
scenery, or which is otherwise adaptable to the showing of plays, 
operas, motion pictures or similar forms of entertainment. 

Ind 55.01 Assembly halls. (1) In the assembly hall classification 
are included all buildings, 01' parts of buildings, other than theaters, 
which will accommodate more than 100 persons for entertainment, 
recreation, worship or dining purposes. 

Notel For assembly areas in connection with schools and other places 
ot Instruction, reter to Wis. Adm. Code chapter Ind 56. 

(a) Every assembly hall which will accommodate not more than 
100 persons shall conform to the requirements of Wis, Adm. Code 
chapter Ind 54, covering factories, office and mercantile buildings. 

History: 1-2-56; am. (1) (iutro. par.), Register, March, 1972, No. 195, 
eft. 4-1-72. 

Ind 55.02 Class of construction. (1) The capacities of buildings 01' 

parts of buildings in this classification for the various types of con· 
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struction shall not exceed, and shall comply with, the following 
requirements: 

MAXIMUM CAPACITIES 
Tvpe 0/ Oon8truotiotl With Stage 
Type No. 1 and No. 2 _______________________ No limit 
Type No. 3 and No. 4 _______________________ 750 
Type No. 6 and No. 6 _______________________ 600 
Type No. 7 and No. 8 _______________________ 300 

Without Staoe 
No limit 

1,600 
1,000 

760 

(a) Exception. One-story buildings are permitted for unlimited 
capacities providing the following conditions are satisfied: 

1. The class of construction requirements satisfy Type No.8, 4 
or 6. 

2. There are no ground floors 01' basements. 
8. The setback satisfies the requirements of Table 51.03-A f01' over 

30 feet distance. 
(2) Type No.7 and No.8 construction. (See Ind 51.03.) Where 

buildings of these classifications are erected of Type No.7 or No.8 
construction, the following l'estrictions shall apply: 

(a) Not more than one story in height without a balcony, and with 
no ground floor or basement except a heating' and fuel room enclosed 
with fire-resistive construction as specified in section Ind 55.29, with 
all interior openings protected with self-closing fire-resistive doors 
as specified in section Ind 51.047. 

(b) Located at least 20 feet from any other building or adjoining 
property line. 

(c) Is not built in connection with a building used for any other 
purpose. 

(d) Is provided with foundation walls and piers of masonry 
construction. 

(e) Where motion picture booths are required, they shall be en­
closed with 2-hour fire-resistive construction. 

Eroception: In places of worship, a full basement and a balcony 
seating not more than 30 persons may be provided. 

(3) Balconies accommodating more than 100. In any theater or 
assembly hall, balconies which accommodate more than 100 persons 
shall be of Type No. 1 or No.2 construction as specified in section 
Ind 51.03. 

Hlutoryl 1-2-56; (1); (1) (a); (2); (2) (a); (2) (b): (2) (c): (2) (d): 
(2) (el; (2) (f); (3); am. Register, June, 1956; No.6, eft. 7-1-66; am. 
(1) (a , Reglster

i 
August, 1957, No. 20, eft. 9-1-57j am. Register, Janu­

ary, 1 61, No.6. efr. 2-1-61; am. (2) (a), RegIster, February, 1971, 
No. 182, efr. 7-1-71; r. and reel'. (2) (a) efr. 8-1-71 and expo 1-1-72; cr. 
(2~ (a) eft. 1-1-72, Register, July, 1971, No. 187; r. and recr. (1). am. 
(2 Intro. par., and (3), ReglsterJ June, 1972, No. 198, efr. 1-1-73; cr. (1) 
(a , Register, September, 1973, 1'/0. 213, efr. 10-1-73; am. (2) (a), RegiS­
ter, May, 1974, No. 221, efr. 6-1-74. 

Ind 5:;.03 Height above grade. (1) THEATERS. The height of the 
sills of the principal entrance doors to any theater, as defined in 
section Ind 55.001, shall be not more than 18 inches above the outside 
grade at that point. The floor level at the highest row of seats on 
the main floor shall not be more than 6 feet above the outside grade 
at the main entrance; the floor level at the lowest row of seats on 
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