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Chapter Ind 56 

SCHOOLS AND OTHER PLACES OF INSTRUCTION 

. Ind .56.001 
Ind 56.01 
Ind 56.02 
Ind 56.04 

Ind 56.05 
Ind 56.06 

Ind 56.07 
IndS6.08 

Scope 
Maximum height 
Classes of construction 
Subdivisions and fire 
stops 
Exterior wall openings 
Type, location and num
ber of exits 
Total width of exits 
Exit doors 

Ind 56.09 
Ind 56.10 
Ind 56.13 

Ind 56.14 
Ind 56.15 
Ind 56.16 
Ind 56.17 
Ind 56.18 
Ind 56.19 

Passageway~ 
Access to attic and roof 
Auditoriums, gymnasi
ums and fteld houses 
Seats, desks and aisles 
Beating plants 
Sanitary facUlties 
Lighting 
Fire extinguishers 
Fire alarms 

Iud 56.001 Scope. The requirements of this chapter, sections Ind 
56.001 to Ind 56.19 inclusive, shall apply to all public and private 
schools, universities, colleges, academies, seminaries, libraries, muse
ums and art galleries i including all buildings or parts of buildings user! 
primarily for instructional purposes, 

HistorY, 1-2-56; am. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eft. 6-1-71. 

Ind 56.01 Maximum height. (1) Buildings occupied primarily by 
pupils up to and including grade 12 shall not exceed 4 stories or 48 
feet in height. . 

(a) Exception. Buildings provided with complete automatic sprin
kler or automatic smoke detection systems, occupied primarily by 
students of grades 9 through 12, shall be no more than 6 stories or 
72 feet in. height. 

Note. Also see requirements for classes of construction. 
History. 1-2-56; 1'. Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eft. 6-1-71; cr. Regis

ter, September, 1973, No. 213, eff. 10-1-73. 

Ind 56.02 Classes of construction. (1) Every building not more 
than one story in height may be of type No.7 or No.8 construction 
as specified in section Ind 51.03. 

(2) Every 2-story building shall be not less than type No.6 con
struction as specified in section Ind 51.03 with the exception that all 
floors and their supports shall be at least noncombustible one-hour 
fire-resistive rating. 

(3) Every building 3 or more stories in height shall be of type 
No.1 or No.2 construction as specified in section Ind 51.03. 

(4) Auditoriums, gymnasiums or field houses, 01' those parts of 
buildings similarly used, shall comply with the following: 

(a) Limitations when occupancy is restricted to first story or 
ground floor only. 

Type of Construction 

TYPe No.1 and No. 2 
Type No. 3 and No. 4 
Type No. 5 and No. 6 
Type No. 7 and No. 8 

Maximum Number of Occupants in Any 
Room Used for Auditorium, Gymnasium, 

or Field Bouse Purposes 

With Stage 

No limit 
750 
500 
300 

Without Stage 

No limit 
1500 
1000 

750 

Register, May, 1974, No. 221 
Building and heating, ventilating 

and air conditioning code 



132 WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
Schools, places of instruction 

1. Exception. For unlimited capacity, the fire protection of struc
tural steel supporting the roof may be omitted for one-story buildings 
meeting type No.1, 2 and 3 construction provided the building has 
no ground or basement floors. Heavy timber columns and roof fram
ing may be substituted for structural steel framing. The roof deck
ing shall be of noncombustible construction meeting the fire-resistive 
ratings of Table 51.03-A. 

(b) Limitations when occupancy is above the first story. 

Type of Construction 

Type No. 1 and No. 2 
Type No.3 thru No.6 
Type No. 3 thru No. 6 

Maximum Number 
of Occupants 

No limit 
400 
200 

No. of Stories 

See Ind 56.01 t 
2nd story 

3 I'd and 4th story 

tOne smokeproof stair tower from the level of the assembly hall 
leading directly to the exterior at street grade shall be provided for 
every 750 persons capacity, 01' fraction thereof. These stairways shall 
be at least 44 inches wide and shall be in addition to other required 
stairways in the building. 

History: 1-2-56; 1'. and recr. Register. May, 1971. No. 185, eff. 6-1-71; 
am. (1) and (2) and r. ann reel'. (3). ReE\'ister .. Tune. 1972. No. 198. eff 
1-1-73; cr. (4), Register, September, 1973, No. 213, eff' 10-1-73; r. and 
recr. (4) (a) 1., Register, May, 1974, No. 221, eff. 6-1-74. 

Ind 56.0a History: 1-2-56: am. Register, February. 1971, No. 182, eff. 
7-1-71; r. Register, May. 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-71. 

Ind 56.04 Subdivisions and fire stops. Every building of this 
classification which is built in connection with a building of a lower 
grade of construction shall be separated from such other building 
by walls of 4-hour fire-resistive construction as specified in section 
Ind 51.04, and all communicating openings shall be protected by 
fire-resistive doors as specified in section Ind 51.047 01' equal. If 
such openings are used as a means of egress, they shall be kept 
normally open during the occupancy of the building. 

History, 1-2-56; am. Reglster, }<'ebruary, 1n1 No. 182; eff. 7-1-71: r. 
and reer. eff. 8-1-71 and expo 1-1-72; cr. eff. 1-1-72. Register, July, 1971, 
No. 18"f 

Ind 56.05 Exterior wall openings. (1) One-story buildings with no 
floor levels below the first floor need not be provided with exterior 
wall openings other than required exits. 

(2) Buildings with basements shall at such levels be protected with 
an approved automatic sprinkler system (Ind 51.23) or an approved 
automatic smoke detection system, either of which shall be connected 
to the required fire alarm (Ind 56.19). 

Note: See section Ind 51.01 for definitions of "automatic" and "base
ment," 

(3) Buildings more than one story shall be provided with wall 
openings for emergency purposes above the first story as specified 
in subsection Ind 52.02 (2) except as follows: 

(a) The requirements for wall opening's is waived in buildings pro
vided throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system (Ind 
51.23) 01' an approved automatic smoke detection system, either of 
which shall be connected to the required fire alarm (Ind 56.19). 

History: 1-2-56; am. Register, January, 1961 No. 61, eff. 2-1-61; r. 
and recr., Register, May, 1971, No. 185, eff. 6-1-7i; 1'. and recr., Register, 
September, 1973, No. 213, eff. 10-1-73. 
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