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Chapter NR 23

WISCONSIN—MICHIGAN BOUNDARY WATERS

NR-23.81 Waters classified NR 23.05 Spears

NR 23.02 Seasons, limits NR 23.08 Dip nets
NR 23.03 Hook and line fishing NR 23.07 Ice fishing
NR 23,04 PFishing near dams NR 23.08 Reciprocity

(Sections 29.085 and 29.174, Wis, Stats.)

NR 23.01 Waters classified, The interstate inland boundary waters
covered by this chapter are as follows:

Name Location
(13 Minosinee River
{including the en-
tire Twin Falls Dam
impoundment in
Dickinson co.,
Michigan, and Filo-

Tence ¢o., Menoininee, Dickinson & Jron counties—Mlchlgan——Flor-
Wisconsin)} ence & Marinetie counties—Wisconsin
{2} BRULE RIVER ....c.veruie Teon co.-—Mlchlga.n

Florence & Forest cos.—Wisconsin
(2a) Bio Bap WATER

LAKR cmssiiiniammaninn Dickinson co.—Michigan
Florence co—Wisconsin
(3) Smoky LAKE............. T43N, R37W, Secs. 21, 28, 28, 32 & 33.. Iron co.—Mich,
T42N, R12E, Seca: 35 & 38.. i Vilas co.—Wis.
(4} NORWOOD LAKE ..cevnee T 43N, R38W, Secs. 23 & 24 . Gogebic co,—Mich.
T 42N, R12E, Sec. 20..... Vilas co.—Wis,
(6) Lac Vieux DESERT ... T43IN, R38 & 39W Gogebic co.—Mich.
T 42N, R11E, Seca. 4, 10, 11, 12 & 16..., Vilas co.—Wis.
{6) Crystar LAKE...........,. T43N, R39WY, Secs. 3 & 4.. seaens Gogebice co.-—DMich,
: T43N, R10 & 11E, Secs. 36 & 31 Vilas co.—Wis.

{7} ML Lake T44N, R40W, Sec. 36 o Gogebic co.—Mich,

T43N, R10E, Sec, 33 Vilaa co.—Wia.
(8) Big BATEAU LAKE ........ T44N, R40W, Secs. 26 & 27 Gogebic co.—Mich.
T43N, R10E, Sec. 30 .. Vilas co.~VWis,

(9) MABMIE LAKE. .cccornrrininens T44N, R41W, Sec. 23.. e (Gogebic co—Mich.
T43N, ROE, Secs. 17, 20 & 21 oo Vilas co,—Wis.

(10) WEST BAY LAKE......o... T44N, R41W, Secs, 15, 18 & 22 .. ... Gogebic co.—Mich.
T43N, RS & 9E, Seds, 13 & 18, Vilas co.—Wis,

(11) B1a LAKE wnvieeninnn o T44N, R41W, Secs, 16 & 17.., Gogebie co.—Mich.
T43N, R8E, Secs. 13, 14, 23 & . Vilas co.~—Wia,

{12} CRAMPTON LAKE .iieeeee T44N, R41W, Sec. 18., . Gogebic co.~Mich.
T43N, RSE, Secs. 10; 14 & 15 wie Vilas co.—Wis.

{13} Pirunt LAKE neeieerinine T44N, R42W, Secs, 11, 12 & 13 ... ... Gogebic co.—Mich.

o Vilas co.—Wie.
... Gogeble co.—Mich.
Vilas co.—Wis,

Gogebic co.—Mich,
. Vilas co.—Wis,

T43N, R8F, Sec. 8
(14) TENDERFOOT LAKE...... T44N, R42VY, Secs. 10 & 1I..
T43N, RBE, Secs. 7 & 8......0-
(16) RoacH LAKR.....uee T44N, R42WY, Seca. 8, 4, 2 & 10
T43N, R8E, Sec. 7...

(16) Lirr.e Presque IsLe
| 7.0 1 TP F44N, R42W, Sec. 6...
T43N, R7E, Sec. 3

. Gégeblic co,—Mich.
o Vilas co—Wis. -
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(17) CYRUS LAKE....coereierirn T45N, R43W, Sec. 35... cneenrrennrs Gogebic co—Mich.
T44N, RTE, Sec. 32 Vilas co—Wia.
{18) BasSIN LAKE iiivininns T45N, R43W, Sec. 34.. Gogebic co—Mich.
T44N, R7E, Sec. 30 Vilas co.—Wia.
(19) StaTE LINE LAKE ..ot T45N, R43W, Secs, 20 & 32..vvvnnnnnn Gogebic co.—Mich.

T44N, RBE, Sec, 26 v Vilas co.—Wis.

(20) MonTaeAL RIVER.....Gogebie co.—Mich.
Tron co.—Wis.

History: 1-2-68; r. {18), Register, December, 1981, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; am. Register, De-
cember, 1962, No. 84, eff, 1-1-63; cr. (2a), Register, December, 1967, No. 144, eff. 1-1-68;
renum. from WCD 23.01 to be NR 23.01, Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 6-1-71..

NR 23,02 Seasons; limits, There are provided and established the
following open and closed seasons, bag limits, size limits, possession lim-
its and other fishing regulations for the several varieties and species of
fish in the waters herein designated, A closed season is established for
each variety of fish named herein extending during all the item of the
year except the open season period embraced within the specified dates,
both inclusive, and except as otherwise expressly provided, no person or
persons shall take, cateh or kill fish of any variety, or fish by any means
other than with hook and line; nor at any time other than the open sea-
son therefor; nor have in his possession or under his control any fish in
excess of the daily creel or possession limit, or fish of less than the legal
minimum size during the open season.

Bag and possession limit

QOpen season
Kind of Fish and Locality " (both dates Number Minimum
inelusive) each day tength ¢in)

{1} LARGEMOUTH BASS AND SMALLMOUTH .
BASS o First 5 No size Himit

Saturday in
May to
March 1

{2) WALLEYE AND SAUGER

In the Menominee river, Bad Water lake, the
Montresa! river from the power dam in section
15, township 48 north, range 49 weat, Goegebic
county, Michigan, and section 7, township 47
north, range { east, Iron county, Wisconsin,
downstream to ils mouth, and in the Brule
river from U. 8. highway #2 bridge in section 9,
township 41 north, range 32 west, Iron county,
Michigan, and in section 12, township 40
north, range 17 east, Florence county, Wiscon-

ain, downstream to its mouth... No clesed 53 13

season

In all other waters First 5 13
. Saturday
in May to
March 1

(3j MNORTHERN PIKE
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In the Menominee river, Bad Water lake, the
Montreal river from the power dam in section
16, township 48 north, range 49 west, Gogebic
county, Michigan, and section ¥, township 47
north, range 1 cast, Iron county, Wisconsin,
downetream te its mouth, and in the Brule
river from U, S, highway #2 bridge in section 9,
township 41 north, range 32 weast, Iron county,
Michigan, and in section 12, township 40
north, range 17 east, Florence county, Wiscon- .
sin, downstream to its mouth......oeiccinine.. No closed 6 No size Hmit
season

In all other waters w. Firat 6 No size limit
Saturday

in May to

March 1

(4) MUSKELLUNGE..oucocomnisisesisisisesess i sosssssensannns FITSE I 30
Saturday
in May to
November
a0

(8) TrROUT AND SALMON (any variety except

lake trout) (Bag Hmit means total of

ally. All boundary waters except Mon-

treal river from Lake Superior upstream

to the Supetior Falls dam and the Me-

nomines river upstream to the first dam First 10 7
Saturday
in May to
Saptember
30

Montreal and Menominee rivers—from - .
their moutha up to the first dam.......... Continuous b 10

(6) Rock orR LAKE STURGRON ..cocieceeniiriiernineery Firat 2 per sea- 50
Saturday son
in
- September
to November
1

{7} Butyurowrs, BureaLo Fisx, BuLLHEADS,
Carr, CHuBs, Crarries, Dace, DoorisH,
GARFISH, GoLprisH, LAwYERS, PERCH,
RepHoRsE, Rock Bass, SMRLT, SUCKERS

AND SUNFIBH .1 s NO clogsed No limit No sfze limit
Eeason
(8) . No closed
Rouait FISH (OTHBR) ovvvvniniesissinissninns  SEABON: No limit No size limit

MeAsureMENT 0OF Fist. The measurement of all fish taken shall be in a straight line from the
tip of the snout to the utmost end of the tail fin fully extended.

History: 1-2-56; r. and recr. Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff. 1-1-60; r, and recr.
Register, December, 1861, No. 72, eff. 1-1-62; r, and recr. Register, December, 1962, No. 84,
eff. 1-1-63; am, (2) (3) and (4), Regiater, Decomber, 1964, No. 108, off. 1-1-85; r. and recr.
{6}, Register, November, 1965, No. 119, eff. 1-1-66; am. (6), Register, December, 1866, No.
132, eff, 1-1-67; am. (6) and (6), Register, December, 1867, No, 144, eff, 1-1-68; am, {5},

“Register, October, 1989, No. 168, eff. 1-1-70; am. (5}, Register, June, 1970, No, 174, eff. 7-1-
70; renum, from WCD 23.02 to be NR 23,02, Reglster, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71; am.
{6), Register, October, 1073, No. 214, eff. 1-1-74; am. (1}, (2), (3) and (4}, Register, Novem-
ber, 1975, No. 239, off, 12-1-75; am. (5) and cr. (8}, Regiater, Decomber, 1977, No, 264, off. 1-
1-78.

NR 23.03 Hook and line fishing, (1) It shall be unlawful for any
person to use or operate more than 2 lines or 2 poles with one line at-
tached to each 1Eo]e, and with an aggregate total not to exceed 4 hooks or
to leave any fish line or lines unattended in any waters or to take any fish

Register, September, 1980, No. 207




278 WISCONSIN . ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
NR 23 :

by snagging or fouling in any manner. Unless otherwise provided, any
such fish taken other than in the mouth by snagging or foullng must
immediately be returned to the water.

(2} 1t shall be unlawful for any person to take, capture, or kill fish or’
fish for fish of any variety at any time in Lac Vieux Desert, Marmie, West
Bay, Big and Tenderfoot lakes from a motor-driven boat when the mo-
tor is running or from any boat in tow of a motor-driven hoat when the
motor is running or from any sailboat when in motion,

{3) It shalt be unlawful for any person to take, catch, or kill fish, or
fish for fish of any variety during the closed season for trout in streams
and creeks containing trout. For the purpose of this rule the Montreal
river upstream from the power dam in section 15, township 48 north,
range 49 west, Gogehic county, Michigan, and section 7, township 4‘7
north, range 1 east, Iron county, Wisconsin, and that portion of the
Brule river upstream from U, 8. highway #2 bridge in section 9, township
41 north, range 32 west, Iron county, Michigan, and in sectlon 12, town-
ship 40 north range 17 east, Florence county, Wisconsin, shali ha con-
sidered trout waters. )

History: 1-2-56; amn. (3), Register, December, 1959, No. 48, off. 1-1-60; am. (2), Register,
Decomber, 1961, No, 72,'eff, 1-1.62; am. (1) and (2}, Register, Decamber, 1962, No, 84, eff. 1-
1-63; am, (1), Regxster,December 1968, No. 166, eff. 1-1-69; renum. from WCD 23.03 to he
NR 23.03, Regintar, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71; am, (1}, Regiater, November, 1975, No.
239, off, 12-1-75; am. (1), Register, Decamber, 1976, No. 252, off, 1-1.77.

NR 23.04 Fishing near dams, It shall be unlawful for-any person to
take, catch, or kill fish by any means other than w1th hook and line
within 200 feet below any dam

History: 1.2-58; renum, from WCD 23 04 to be NR 23.04, Register, April, 1971, No. 184,
eff. 5-1- 71

NR 23.05 Spears, (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to have in
his possession or under his control from 8;00 p.mn. to 6:00 a.m., central
standard time, on any waters specified herein, excopt as otherwase pro-
vided herein, any spear, similar device or bow and arrow that might be
used to take, catch or kill fish, or at any time on any waters containing
trout or in which trout have been planted

(2} Northern pike or plckerel but no other species of fish, may be
taken by means of spears through the ice from January 1 to February 15,
inclusive, from 6:00 a.m. to 8,00 p.m., central standard time, subject to
the bag, possession and size limits prescnbed for northern pike.

(3) Suckers, redhoss, carp, buffalo fish, dogfish, garpike, sheepshead,
smelt and burbot may be taken by means of spears from 6:00 a.m. to 8,00
p.m., central standard time, only from May 1 to May 31, inclusive, in the
waters of Menominee river above the Nathan Bridge.

(4) Cisco and whitefish may be taken by means of spears from Octo-
ber 15 to December 31, inclusive of each year, in the waters of Smoky
lake. Such spearing may be done in either the daytime or at night and
with the aid of artificial lights.

History: 1-2-56; am, (1} and (3); er. (4), Register, August, 1857, No. 20, eff. 9-1-57; 1. and
recr. Register, Decomber, 1959, No. 48, eff, 1-1-60; am. (2), (3}, (4), Registor, December,
1961, No, 72, eff. 1-1.62; r, and rect. Register, December, 1982, No. 84, eff, 1-1.683; am, (),
Register, December, 1967, No, 144, eff. 1-1-88; renum. from WCD 23.06 to be NR 23.05,
Register, April, 1971, No, 184, eff, 5-1-71,
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NR 23.06 Dip nets, (1} Dip nets may be used for taking suckers,
redhorse, carp, buffalo fish, dogfish, garpike, sheepshead, smelt and law-
yers or burbot from April 1 to May 14, inclusive, in the Menominee river,
except that it shall be unlawful to use any dip net in that part of the
Menominee river beginning at the upstream side of the Hattie Street
Bridge in Marinette-Menominee and extending upstream to the first
dam and within 200 feet helow all other dams.

(2) Such dip nats used for taking, catching, and killing rough fish and
smelt shall be defined as follows:

A piece of netting suspended from a square or round frame not ex-
ceeding 9 feet square or 9 feet in diameter making a hag when lifted not
more than 4 feet deep.

{8) It shall be unlawful for any person to une or operate any dip net in
any manner other than by raising and lowering vertically when fishing.
History: 1-2-86; am. (1), Register, December, 1981, No. 72, eff, I-1-62; am. (1), Register,

* December, 1962, No. 84, off, 1-1-63; renum. from WCD 23.06 io he NR 23.08, Register, April,
1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71.

NR 23.07 Ice fisking. (2) Fisn suanries. Buililings, vehicles, tents,
fish shanties or similar enclosures may be used on the ice for fishing
purposes in the waters specified in this chapter. ‘The door of any such
enclosure or shelter shall be readily opéened from the outside at all times
while enclosure or shelter is occupied. All such sholiers shall be removed
from the ice on or before March 15 each year on all waters listed in this
chapter, or previous to that time by the order of the department or by its
agents when they feel that the ice has become unsafe for travel thereon.

(3} Naume orF owngr. All buildings, tents, fish shanties and similar en-
closures or shelters maintained, cccupied, or used for fishing purposes
on the ice of any inland boundary waters shall have the name and ad-
dress of the person owning or using the same painted on the outside
thereof in such manner as to be readily visible at all times,

History: 1-2-58; am. (1), Register, December, 1959, No. 48, eff, 1-1-80; am. (3}, Register,
December, 1962, No. 84, eff. 1-1-83; renum. from WCD 23.07 to he NR 23.07, and am, (2},
Register, April, 1971, No. 184, eff. 5-1-71; r. (1} and am. (2}, Register, December, 1977, No.
284, off. 1-1-78.

NR 23.08 Reciproeity. All residents of Wisconsin and Michigan
holding a resident fishing license from their respective states, or res-
idents of states other than Wisconsin and Michigan holding an angling
license issued by either state, may fish in any of the waters listed in sec-
tion NR 23.01. This reciprocity applies only to hook and line fishing and
the taking of minnows and smelt by means of dipnets, but minnows so
taken shail not be sold, traded or bartered.

History: 1-2-86; renum. from WCD 23.08 to be NR 23.08 and am.,-Register, April, 1971,
No. 184, eff. 5-1-71; am. Register, December, 1978, No. 252, off. 1-1-77.
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